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At Ericsson’s 150th Anniversary Celebration:

Minister of Communications: Network Development and 5G
Deployment to Enhance Telecommunications Service Quality

By: Bakinam Khaled

Eng. Raafat Hindy, Minister of
Communications and Information
Technology, attended the
celebration  marking  Ericsson’s
150th anniversary and 129 years of
operations in Egypt. The event was
attended by Dag Juhlin-Dannfelt,
Ambassador of Sweden to Egypt;
Robert Silverman, Chargé d’ Affaires
at the U.S. Embassy in Egypt;
Riikka Eela, Ambassador of Finland
to Egypt; Shinichi Kobayashi,
Economic Counselor at the Embassy
of Japan in Cairo; Kevin Murphy,
Head of Ericsson North Middle East;
Dalia Moraab, Head of Ericsson
Egypt and Head of Sales; as well
as senior government officials,
diplomatic  representatives, and
executives from telecommunications
companies in Egypt.

In his speech, Eng. Raafat Hindy
emphasized that the celebration
of Ericsson’s 150th anniversary
and its 129-year presence in Egypt
reflects the deep friendship between
Egypt and Sweden and the vital
role technology plays in fostering
closer ties between the two nations.
He noted that the company is a key
partner in the development of Egypt’s
telecommunications sector. Engineer
Raafat Hendy explained that the
“Digital Egypt” vision is rooted
in leveraging technology to serve
people and generate tangible impact.
It aims to facilitate citizens’ access
to digital government services,
assist small businesses in reaching
new markets and customers, and

empower youth across the country
to acquire the skills needed for high-
quality job opportunities.

Hendy noted that developing
telecommunications networks
is a cornerstone of this strategy.
He clarified that the expansion
of 5G technology aims not only
to provide faster connectivity but
also to maximize the economic
and societal value of these
technologies. He added that the
upcoming phase of the partnership
between the Ministry and Ericsson
focuses on three key priorities:
building future-ready networks,
supporting applied innovation, and

developing Egyptian talent. He
further explained that the expansion
and development of networks aim
to improve service quality, extend
coverage, and establish secure,
reliable infrastructure —all in
collaboration with telecom operators
and technology companies.

He added that artificial intelligence
applications ~ enhance  network
management  efficiency,  while
robust telecommunications networks
can support the development
of new technological solutions
across the industrial, agricultural,
transportation, and healthcare
sectors. He  highlighted  the

importance of this partnership in
translating these opportunities into
practical applications for daily life
through joint efforts to test solutions,
assess their feasibility, and scale up
the implementation of technologies
based on these advancements. He
also emphasized the Ministry of
Communications and Information
Technology’s ~ commitment  to
fostering cooperation in training,
research, and development, and to
empoweringmore Egyptianengineers
and researchers to contribute to
designing the technologies of the
future. Furthermore, he highlighted
the importance of strengthening

collaboration among companies,
universities, and startups to help
transform constructive ideas into
innovative products and services.
Dag  Juhlin-Danfelt, = Sweden’s
Ambassador to Egypt, said: “What
makes this occasion particularly
special is that Ericsson shares 129
years of its 150-year history with
Egypt. Ericsson began its presence
in Egypt in 1897, at a time when
telecommunications looked vastly
different than they do today.
Since then, Egypt has undergone
an extraordinary  transformation,
and Ericsson has been part of that
journey.” For his part, Kevin Murphy,
Head of Ericsson North Middle
East, said: “Celebrating Ericsson’s
150-year global legacy—alongside
our historic 129-year journey in
Egypt—stands as a testament to our
enduring commitment to supporting
the country’s technological evolution.
Fromtheearly daysof mobile networks
to today’s advanced 5G solutions
and Al-powered technologies, we
have worked hand-in-hand with the
Egyptian government, our partners,
and telecommunications  service
providers to build a resilient and
robust digital infrastructure.

As Egypt steadily advances its
national  digital  transformation
agenda, Ericsson remains committed
to collaborating with the government
to deliver world-class connectivity
services that accelerate economic
growth and empower society,
ultimately building a sustainable and
fully connected future.”

4 ! earnings and US Q3

Global equities are opening the week on a cautiously positive
note, but the improvement in risk appetite remains fragile.
Geopolitical uncertainty, elevated borrowing costs and this
week’s US inflation data are continuing to keep investors wary
of taking on significant additional risk. Wednesday’s CPI release
is expected to show headline inflation accelerating towards 3.7%
in September, reflecting the impact of higher energy prices,
while core inflation is forecast at around 2.5%. The gap between
the two readings will be particularly important for the Federal
Reserve, which raised interest rates in September and now faces
the delicate task of bringing inflation under control without
placing unnecessary pressure on economic growth. Markets are
currently pricing in an approximately 80% probability that the
Fed will leave rates unchanged at its October meeting. A softer
core reading could strengthen that expectation and offer some
relief to equities and bonds, while an upside surprise could
trigger another rise in yields and renew pressure on risk assets.
The bond market arguably remains the most vulnerable area,
with US Treasury yields still at multi-decade highs. Higher
borrowing costs are tightening financial conditions, potentially
reducing the need for further Fed rate increases. At the same
time, they are creating a more challenging backdrop for
equity valuations, particularly in the technology sector, where
expectations of future earnings growth have been a major driver
of recent gains. Meanwhile, the US dollar remains close to an
18-month high, supported by elevated yields and its safe-haven
appeal amid geopolitical uncertainty. EUR/USD is struggling
to regain momentum around 1.12, with concerns over France’s
fiscal outlook adding another layer of pressure on the single
currency. Gold has recovered towards $4,200 following its
recent correction, benefiting from some stabilisation in bond
yields, although the broader environment remains challenging
for non-yielding assets.

Attention is also shifting to the start of the third-quarter earnings
season, with major US banks including JPMorgan, Citigroup and
Wells Fargo due to report this week. Investors will be looking
beyond the headline earnings figures for signs of how higher
interest rates are affecting lending activity, credit quality and
consumer resilience. Technology earnings will also be closely
watched, particularly amid renewed concerns over whether the
substantial investment in artificial intelligence can generate
\ sufficiently strong revenue growth to justify elevated valuations .

CPI take center stage

BY DANIELA HATHORN,

senior market analyst at Capital.com

Dubai launches global Create AI
Agents Championship with prize
pool exceeding AED 2.5 million

By ; Mohamed Essam
Dubai has launched the Create

technical and non-technical
backgrounds, with no

Mourad Ali, Head of Logitech B2B, tells «<Alam Rakamy»:

Egypt’s selection to host “RISE 2026 reflects our
confidence in the market’s steady growth.

Al Agents Championship, a
global competition inviting
innovators to develop
practical and scalable Al-
agent solutions that address
real-world challenges, with
a total prize pool exceeding
AED 2.5 million.

The launch of the
championship was announced
by H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin
Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Crown Prince of
Dubai, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defence of the
UAE, and Chairman of The
Executive Council of Dubai,
who encouraged innovators
from around the world to

participate.

Led by Dubai Chamber
of Digital Economy, the
championship aims to

accelerate the adoption of
Agentic Al and support the
development of innovative
Al-agent  solutions  with
strong potential for practical
application, scalability,
and commercial growth. It
also seeks to encourage the
creation of solutions that can
deliver ~measurable value
for individuals, businesses,
and society.The competition
is open to innovators from

minimum age requirement.
Individuals and teams may
enter with an innovative idea,

prototype, or early-stage
minimum viable product,
while existing businesses

may submit a new Al-agent
solution or capability.

Participants  will ~compete
across four categories: Best

Societal Al Agent, Best
Personal AI Agent, Best
Business Al Agent, and

Best Youth AI Agent. Each
category winner will receive
AED 550,000, while one of
the four winners will also
receive the Al Agent of the
Year title and AED 1 million.
Participants are encouraged to
identify priority challenges,
design Al agents to address
them, test their impact,
and explore their potential
to develop into viable and
scalable products, services,
and commercial ventures.
The championship will also
provide participants ~ with
access to advanced training,

practical  workshops, self-
paced learning content,
specialised  sessions, and

mentorship to support the
development and refinement
of their solutions.

Prepared for publication by:
Islam Tawfik

At a time when the world is
witnessing an accelerated digital
transformation that is reshaping
work environments and the concept
of productivity, Egypt is emerging
as an attractive destination for major
global technology companies. In a
move underscoring Egypt’s pivotal
role in the Middle East and Africa,
Cairo successfully hosted “RISE
2026”—Logitech B2B’s massive
annual partner event—drawing an
exceptional turnout of over 150
partners from around the globe.
To shed light on the significance
of this choice and explore the
company’s future vision for the
region, *Alam Rakamy* met with
Mourad Ali, Head of Logitech B2B
for the Middle East, Central Asia, and
Africa. In this exclusive interview,
he discusses smart development
plans and how Logitech’s solutions
contribute to shaping a new concept
of technological sovereignty and
organizational ~ productivity.

To begin, and responding to a
question from *Alam Rakamy*
regarding the choice of Cairo to host
the third edition of its annual partner
engagement program, “RISE 2026,”
Mourad emphasized that Egypt is
one of the most important and fastest-
growing markets in the Middle

East. He noted that the company
works with approximately 30 local
partners; consequently, Cairo was
selected to host the event—which
drew over 150 partners—making
it one of Logitech’s largest channel
partner events in the Middle East and
Africa region.

He added that as the global channel
partner program enters its third year,
the focus remains on enhancing
the partner experience. This is
achieved by providing access to
Logitech’s B2B product portfolio,
streamlining program management,
and introducing new incentives
and benefits that prioritize partner
success. During the event, Logitech
showcased its  corporate  and
channel strategies and explored new
opportunities to support the partner
ecosystem. In response to a question
from *Digital World* regarding
how they leverage local partners to
identify user needs, the Head of the
Middle East and Central Asia region
for Logitech for Business stated: “Our
partners have been a cornerstone
of Logitech’s growth in the Middle
East; their close engagement with
customers and the feedback they
provide play a vital role in shaping
our innovation roadmap and future
product development strategies.
Cairo—a city steeped in history and
heritage —serves as the ideal venue

for the ‘RISE’ event to acknowledge
their contributions and gain a deeper
understanding of the region’s
evolving needs.” He added, “’RISE
2026’ offers a valuable platform for
direct engagement with participating
partners from across the continent,
allowing us to understand the specific
opportunities and  requirements
of their respective markets while
further strengthening our existing
relationships.” “We look forward to
fruitful and enriching discussions
throughout the event, as we aim to
meet with partners from around the
world, gain deeper insights into their
markets, and share our future plans
while continuing to strengthen our

relationships with them.”
Responding to a question from
*Alam Rakamy* regarding the
company’s vision for integrating
Al  technologies into product
development, Mourad Ali said, “At
RISE 2026, we are showcasing
a range of human-centric, Al-
powered smart products. These
allow customers to see firsthand how
smart collaboration tools function
within  sustainable, future-ready
work environments. As the Middle
East emerges as a key player in
the global digital transformation
landscape, our solutions empower
companies to adopt modern work
trends that boost competitiveness,
while our sustainable designs ensure
product durability, practicality, and
recyclability.”

He added, “Logitech is also
highlighting ‘Logitech Spot,” an
Al-driven smart room sensor
that provides real-time data to
help organizations optimize and
improve the efficiency of meeting
environments and  workspaces.
Additionally, participating partners
are being introduced to the newly
launched ‘Zone Vibe Pro’ headset,
which  features  active  noise
cancellation and Al-powered voice
isolation technologies.” During the
event, the company is introducing
new tools designed for its partners,

aimed at enhancing their ability to
support customers and deliver more
integrated solutions for enterprises.
The company is also developing its
video collaboration ecosystem to
ensure compatibility across various
work platforms, with a focus on
leveraging artificial intelligence to
improve the meeting experience and
workspace  management.
Regarding the company’s vision for
supporting the concept of “remote
work,” attendees had the opportunity
to explore Logitech’s comprehensive
range of video conferencing tools,
including new products showcased
for the first time. These technologies
enable companies to reimagine their
workspaces and better meetemployee
needs—whether staff are working
from the office or remotely. Visitors
also viewed Logitech’s personal
workspace solutions, designed to
help employees accomplish tasks
from anywhere with greater security,
flexibility, and comfort.

This ecosystem includes high-quality
products such as keyboards, webcams,
headsets, and mice. Furthermore,
the company is highlighting its
sustainability goals through its
“Design for Sustainability” approach,
which  considers a  product’s
environmental impact—from raw
material sourcing to its end-of-life
stage.

ITU Commends Egypt’s Experience—Represented by the NTRA—

Sharjah Innovation Park Launches Advanced Al

“Etisalat” Becomes World’s First Operator to Deliver Higher Data

in Developing Infrastructure for Smart and Sustainable Cities

By Wael Elgafary

As part of Egypt’s efforts
digital transformation and develop
telecommunications infrastructure, the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU)
has commended the Egyptian experience—
represented by the National Telecom
Regulatory Authority (NTRA)—in developing
infrastructure for smart and sustainable cities.
The ITU praised the significant strides made
toward establishing an integrated national
system for assessing and certifying smart
and sustainable cities in accordance with
international standards, a move that contributes
to enhancing the efficiency of digital services
and improving citizens’ quality of life. Inarecent
report, the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) highlighted the Egyptian
experience—specifically the efforts of the
National Telecom Regulatory Authority
(NTRA) to develop digital infrastructure for
smart and sustainable cities—as a leading
regional model that other countries in the
region could emulate. The ITU commended
the progress made by the NTRA in developing
regulatory and technical frameworks, as well
as establishing the standards and performance
indicators necessary to assess the readiness of
smart and sustainable cities. These efforts align

to advance

with international best practices and standards,
enhance telecommunications infrastructure
efficiency, and support the transition toward
smarter, more sustainable urban communities.
Furthermore, they reflect the NTRA’s
pivotal role in supporting the state’s digital
transformation strategy and achieving the goals
of Egypt’s Vision 2030.

The report also noted the successful
collaboration between the NTRA and the
ITU’s  Telecommunication = Development
Bureau in implementing a project to develop
telecommunications infrastructure for smart
and sustainable cities and communities.
Running from February 2024 to June 2026,
the project aimed to establish an integrated
national framework for assessing digital
infrastructure readiness in both existing and
new cities, in accordance with international
best practices and standards, while also meeting
the regulatory and technical requirements of
the Egyptian market. The project resulted in
the development of a national system for the
assessment and accreditation of smart and
sustainable cities. This system incorporates
technical standards and specific performance
indicators to measure telecommunications
infrastructure readiness and the efficiency of
smart services.

Industrial Accelerator for the Super Intelligence Era

By : Rasha Hagag

Sharjah Research, Technology and Innovation Park (SPARK)
has launched the Sharjah Advanced Al Industrial Accelerator
at Al Everything Abu Dhabi, introducing a global platform to
attract, accelerate and scale high-potential Al-driven industrial
companies.

Built under the theme “Towards the Super Intelligence Era,”
aims to turn Al research, models and algorithms into real-
world industrial applications, products, pilots and scalable
businesses.

Participating companies will gain access to industrial testbeds,
advanced prototyping and fabrication, laboratories, applied
R&D facilities, specialist mentorship, licensing and business
setup support, investor connections and market-access
opportunities through the SPARK ecosystem, in addition to
cash prizes.

“Today, the global conversation is moving towards what some
are beginning to describe as the era of Super Intelligence. But
the most important question is not what we call the technology.
The question is: how do we turn intelligence into industry?”
said Hussain Al Mahmoudi, CEO of SPARK.

The programme helps companies move from algorithms to
industry, from prototypes to pilots, from pilots to production
and from Sharjah to global markets, while connecting them
with real industrial use cases and potential customers.

The accelerator will operate through a twin-track global model.
One track will engage established technology companies,
industrial leaders and scale-ups, while an international open
call will invite startups, research spin-outs and Al-enabled
industrial companies from around the world to apply.

Upload Speeds on Smartphones

By: Wael Magdy

Etisalat UAE has become the world’s first
telecommunications operator to commercially
launch Uplink MIMO technology — featuring
two transmit and two receive antennas—
combined with spectrum aggregation for
smartphones[1], marking a global first.
This new technology enables up to a threefold
increase in data upload speeds on compatible
smartphones, exclusively over Etisalat UAE’s
5.5G (Advanced 5G) network. It also provides
greater capacity and wider bandwidth for data
transmission, allowing users to upload high-
resolution photos, share videos, and send large
files more quickly, while also accelerating the
performance of a growing range of Al-powered
applications.

Uplink MIMO technology enables the
simultaneous transmission of two data streams,
while spectrum aggregation combines network
capacities across different frequency bands.
Combining these two technologies enables
devices to transmit larger volumes of data
simultaneously, thereby boosting uplink
performance.

Marwan Bin Shakar, Chief Technology Officer
atEtisalat UAE,said: “Mobile usage experiences
are undergoing a rapid transformation;
smartphones are no longer limited to content
consumption but have become tools for content

creation and sharing, as well as for transmitting
increasing amounts of rich data to Al and cloud
computing applications in real-time. This shift
is changing our network requirements. By
introducing this technology to smartphones for
the first time globally, we are enhancing uplink
capacity where it is most needed and ensuring
our network is ready for 5G-Advanced, keeping
pace with the evolution of customer device
usage.”

This development comes at a time when the
latest smartphones are increasingly designed
to support rich content, cloud services, and Al
capabilities. Many of these experiences rely not
only on the speed at which a phone receives
information but also on the speed at which it
transmits  it.

For instance, when a user asks an Al assistant
to interpret an image, analyze a document, or
respond to what the phone’s camera captures,
that content must first be uploaded to the
network. Providing greater uplink capacity
allows content to be transferred to the cloud
more quickly, making these interactions
more responsive and seamless. This launch
reflects Etisalat UAE’s continued investment
in 55G (Advanced 5G) networks, ensuring
network performance keeps pace with the
rapid evolution of smartphone capabilities and
customer applications.
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