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ICT Minister Attends EUI Graduation Ceremony, Witnesses Signing of MoUs with CESI

By : Bakinam Khaled

Minister of Communications and Information
Technology Raafat Hendy has attended the graduation
ceremony of Egypt University of Informatics’ (EUI)
Class of 2026. The event celebrated the second
cohort of graduates of the Faculties of Computing
and Information Sciences, Business Informatics, and
Digital Arts and Design, as well as the first cohort
of graduates of the Faculty of Engineering, and dual-
degree recipients.

Held at EUIKs campus in Knowledge City, the New
Capital, the ceremony was attended by Former ICT
Minister Amr Talaat, Former Minister of Culture
Ahmed Fouad Hanno, Former Minister of Scientific
Research and Member of EUIKs Board of Trustees
Sherif Hammad, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Lithuania to
Egypt Valdas Lastauskas, Deputy Head of Mission
at the Embassy of Finland in Egypt Eero Viisénen,
Secretary-General of the Council of National
Universities (CNU) Maher Mesbah, representatives
of EUI’s international partner universities, presidents
of several private and national universities, senior
officials from the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology (MCIT) and Ministry
of Higher Education and Scientific Research
(MOHESR), members of EUI’s Board of Trustees,
faculty members, and the graduates and their
families.

The ceremony celebrated the graduation of 214
students, 43 of whom earned dual degrees through
partnerships with international universities. These
included Purdue University in the U.S. (Computer
Engineering,  Electronics  Engineering,  and

Communications), the University of Minnesota
(Computer Science), and Telfer School of
Management at the University of Ottawa in Canada
(Business Technology Management).

In his remarks, the ICT Minister said he was
pleased to take part in the event and congratulated
the graduates. He stressed their role in shaping the
future of Digital Egypt, which is about more than
building telecom networks, data centers, and digital
applications. Digital Egypt, he noted, starts and ends
with investing in people and helping them turn their
ambitions into reality.

That means giving young people the chance to hone
their ICT skills throughout their education, helping
graduates find jobs or launch startups, making
digital services easier for citizens to access, helping
businesses grow and reach digital services that meet
their expectations, and using technology to tackle
development challenges.

Hendy affirmed that digital capacity building is one
of MCIT’s top priorities, noting that the Ministry is
expanding its training programs across a wide range
of ICT fields through a diverse set of initiatives,
most notably EUI. MCIT has also set up 24 Creativa
Innovation Hubs to help young people build new
skills and turn their ideas into real projects and
startups. He stressed the Ministry’s commitment to
training young people in disciplines that match the
needs of today’s knowledge-economy job market,
adding that studying at EUI prepares graduates for
careers across the ICT sector.

The ICT Minister said the ICT sector offers
significant opportunities to put these skills to work,
noting that it grew by 19.3% in fiscal year 2025-26
and remains one of the country’s fastest-growing

we IR Microsoft

sectors. The diversity of skills, he added, has helped
position Egypt as a regional hub for exporting digital
services worldwide. These results, he stressed, reflect
growing confidence in the capabilities of Egyptian
youth. They also give graduates the chance to
work on international projects from Egypt and gain
valuable experience, as well as to launch startups
and help develop services for citizens and businesses
across various sectors.

In addition, Hendy highlighted MCIT’s efforts to
drive digital transformation, develop and digitize
government services, and streamline procedures
and rework government workflows around
citizens’ needs. The Digital Egypt platform now
offers nearly 250 digital services, he noted, each
the result of a collaborative process that includes
reengineering government operations, designing
the service and the user experience, and building
digital systems that are secure and reliable, with
cybersecurity and business continuity built in.
Each of these areas, he emphasized, gives EUI
graduates a chance to apply their skills and

expertise. He also pointed to MCIT’s work to
strengthen digital infrastructure, grow the data
center industry, and build Al-based solutions that
help address development challenges.

Hendy affirmed that this cohort’s graduation
brings new, qualified talent into the labor market,
ready to help advance the Digital Egypt vision. He
also thanked former ICT Minister Amr Talaat for
conceiving the vision and laying its foundations,
with the establishment of EUI at its core.

He paid tribute to the late Founding President of
EUI Reem Bahgat for her pivotal role in building
the university’s prestigious reputation. Hendy
also thanked the Board of Trustees for guiding the
university toward initiatives that enhance its standing
and foster successful partnerships, and praised the
faculty members, led by EUI’s Acting President
Ahmed Hamad, for their dedication to supporting
students and nurturing a new generation. He also
acknowledged EUTI’s international partners for
helping build Digital Egypt through knowledge and
education.

The ICT Minister concluded his remarks by
congratulating the graduates, their families, faculty
members, and all partners. He said that having
reached a milestone worth celebrating, the graduates
were now ready to play a role in shaping the next
chapter of Digital Egypt. Hendy added that he looked
forward to seeing what they would achieve through
their knowledge, dedication, and hard work.

For his part, former ICT Minister Amr Talaat said
that EUI was founded on a vision that goes beyond
simply awarding degrees. It was conceived as a
comprehensive educational ecosystem designed to
broaden students’ horizons, foster their creativity,

raise their awareness, and encourage a lifelong
pursuit of knowledge.

Talaat said that successive generations of ICT
sector leaders had worked toward a shared goal:
keeping Egypt at the heart of the Arab and African
ICT landscape, drawing on the creativity and
talent of its young people. When Egypt began
developing its Digital Egypt strategy in 2019, EUI
became a core part of that vision. Established in
partnership with leading international universities
as Africa’s first specialized university of its kind,
EUI was created to give Egyptian youth a strong
foundation for engaging with global developments
and to prepare a new generation of talented,
knowledgeable young people to contribute to
Digital Egypt through learning, determination, and
hard work.

On the sidelines of the ceremony, Hendy witnessed
the signing of three cooperation agreements between
EUI and Francels CESI Ecole dXIngénieurs. Under
the first two agreements, EUI students will have the
opportunity to pursue dual bachelor¥s and masteriXs
degrees at CESI in Computer Science and Computer
Engineering, respectively. The third agreement
establishes a student exchange program between
the two universities. The agreements were signed by
Acting President of EUI Ahmed Hamad and Director
General of CESI Jean-Marc Ogier.

Hamad said the agreements with CESI will take
effect in the 202627 academic year, following more
than a year of discussions and preparations between
the two universities. The two sides had previously
signed memoranda of understanding (MoUs) during
French President Emmanuel Macron’s visit to Cairo
in April 2025.

ICT Minister, Malian Counterpart Discuss Cooperation

in Digital Transformation, Capacity Building

By : Islam Tawfik

Minister of Communications
and Information Technology
Raafat Hendy has met with
Minister of Communication,
Digital Economy, and
Modernisation of the
Administration in the Republic
of Mali Alhamdou Ag Ilyene, in
the presence of the Ambassador
of Mali to Egypt Samba
Alhamdou Baby. The meeting
focused on  strengthening
bilateral cooperation in the
ICT sector and leveraging
Egyptian expertise in digital
infrastructure and  capacity
building.

The ICT Minister opened
by outlining the Ministry
of  Communications  and
Information Technology’s
(MCIT) efforts to upgrade
telecom infrastructure in the
rural villages under the Decent
Life initiative, including FTTH
projects benefiting about 60

the training programs offered

by the Egyptian African
Telecom Regulatory Training
Center (EG-ATRC) to African
professionals throughout the
year.

Hendy also presented the
main pillars of the National Al
Strategy, along with the work of
the Applied Innovation Center
(AIC) in developing technology
solutions and applications that
address societal challenges and
support development.

For his part, Ilyene affirmed
Mali’s commitment to
developing its digital
infrastructure to drive digital

development, and fiber-optic
network deployment.

The two ministers discussed
ways to strengthen
cooperation and share
expertise in developing digital
infrastructure, including fiber-
optic, mobile networks, and
connectivity for government

institutions. They also
looked at regional and
international connectivity

solutions that could support
the modernization of Mali’s

government administration
and widen access to digital
government services.

The talks also covered

cooperation in artificial
intelligence (Al), particularly
using Al to  improve
government services, support
development, and strengthen
digital capabilities, and how
Egypt’s expertise in these areas
could serve Mali’s needs.
The two ministers agreed to

Egypt Hosts Arab Security
Conference 2026

By : Wael Elgafry

Egypt hosted the 10th Arab Security Conference (ASC)
on September 27-28 in Cairo. The event was attended by
representatives of the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology (MCIT) and several government entities,
including the National Telecom Regulatory Authority (NTRA)
and the Information Technology Industry Development Agency
(ITIDA), as well as institutions and companies working in IT and
cybersecurity, alongside leading experts, specialists, and decision-
makers.

ASC is a leading regional platform for advancing cybersecurity
across the Arab world and the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) region. Since its first edition in 2017, it has worked to
raise security awareness, discuss the latest advancements in the
field, equip specialists with the knowledge and skills to counter
evolving cyber threats and protect the digital space, and prepare
a new generation of professionals ready for the challenges of the
digital era.

This year’s program included panel discussions, workshops,
and technical sessions on cybersecurity developments, emerging
threats, the latest technologies, and practical solutions for
strengthening digital protection. The sessions also covered critical
infrastructure protection, cloud security, capacity building, and Al,
including how it can be used for early threat detection and analysis,
with an emphasis on protecting data and models and strengthening
human oversight.

During the opening session, MCIT stressed that cybersecurity has
become a cornerstone of digital sovereignty, competitiveness, and
sustainable development. It presented the National Cybersecurity
Strategy 2023-2027 and the work of the Egyptian Computer
Emergency Readiness Team (EG-CERT) of NTRA, as well as
the importance of investing in human capital and developing

ITIDA a Strategic Partner at Techne Cairo Summit 2026

By ; Wael Elgafary

The Information Technology
Industry Development
Agency (ITIDA) participated
as a strategic partner in the
10th edition of the Techne
Cairo  Summit, held on
September 26 and 27 as part of
Middle East Innovation Week.
The summit was held under
the auspices of the Ministries
of Communications and
Information Technology,
Investment and  Foreign
Trade, and Finance, as well
as the General Division
for Digital Economy and
Technology at the Federation
of Egyptian Chambers of
Commerce.

Techne Cairo is a leading
platform  that  provides
startups with opportunities
to showcase their solutions
and innovations, connect
with investors, and explore
funding opportunities and
strategic partnerships. The
summit attracts over 55,000
participants, including
decision-makers, business
leaders, investors, and
prominent figures in the
technology sector, from more
than 70 countries.

This year’s edition featured

and

sessions,
focusing on five key themes:
Capital and Growth, Artificial

workshops,

Intelligence and Emerging
Technologies, Corporate
Innovation,  Policies  and
Markets, and Creative and
Heritage  Industries.

During the summit, ITIDA
participated in a  panel
discussion  exploring how
large corporations, startups,
and public institutions can
move from partnerships and
pilot projects to building and
scaling new products, services,
and markets, and the unique
role each party can play in this

The organization’s participation
also addressed the development
of the technology and
entrepreneurship ~ ecosystem
in Egypt, the government’s
role in supporting its growth,
and preparations for the
transformations brought about
by artificial intelligence. It
highlighted efforts to build
the capacity of young people
and equip them to meet
future  demands,  support
entrepreneurs, freelancers,
innovators, and researchers,
attract global companies to the
Egyptian market, and explained
its role in geographically
expanding the entrepreneurship
ecosystem from Cairo to the

governorates  through  the
“Digital Egypt Innovation
Centers” and innovation and
entrepreneurship support
centers.

ITIDA reviewed its key
performance indicators and

achievements to date, including
training over 33,600 young men
and women and supporting
more than 3,000 entrepreneurs
and 1,200 startups through
the Technology Innovation
and Entrepreneurship Center
and Egypt Digital Innovation
Centers, during the first half of

specialized talent.

exhibitions, competitions, ~ PTOCESS.

2026 up to June.

ICT Minister Opens DevOpsDays Cairo 2026

million people. He said the two ~ (ransformation, and  valued  peoin technical discussions on
countries could cooperate on Egypt’s expertise in the  grawing on Egypt’s experience
fiber-optic network deployment ICT ~sector. He expressed jn creating digital platforms

by  exchanging expertise Mterest = in expanding 55 delivering  services to

and implementation plans. ~¢ooperation and  benefiting  ¢itizens, alongside cooperation

The Minister also pointed 11om Egypt's experience in  jn  digital infrastructure,

to opportunities in digital digital transformation, digital  expertise sharing, and capacity
capacity  building through infrastructure, institutional building.

By : Mohamed Essam Cairo has cemented its position as a platform that

Minister of Communications and Information
Technology Raafat Hendy has opened the ninth
edition of DevOpsDays Cairo, organized by the
Software Engineering Competence Center (SECC),
part of the Information Technology Industry
Development Agency (ITIDA).

This year’s conference is held under the theme
“Sustainable DevOps in the Agentic Al Era” at
Creativa Innovation Hub in Giza. It brings together
prominent local and international experts and
specialists in software engineering, IT infrastructure,
artificial intelligence, and cybersecurity.
DevOpsDays is a global series of technology
conferences held in more than 60 cities worldwide,
covering topics related to software development,
IT infrastructure operations, and the intersection
between them.

Cairo hosted the Arab world’s first edition of
DevOpsDays in 2018 and has remained the only Arab
city to host the conference since then. DevOpsDays

brings together the DevOps community, experts,
and professionals from Egypt and around the world,
facilitating knowledge exchange and providing
insights into the latest practices and trends in
technology.

This year’s conference explores the impact of agentic
Al on the software development lifecycle and IT
operations, alongside best practices for building
more efficient, reliable, and sustainable technology
environments. The event also aims to empower local
companies and Egyptian talent to meet the sector’s
changing demands and adopt and leverage advanced
technologies.

In his speech, the ICT Minister emphasized
that software development and operations have
seen significant transformation with the rise of
DevOps, continuous integration and delivery, cloud
computing, and the transition from manual work
to workflow automation, while keeping humans
central to the process. He explained that the world

is now witnessing a more profound transition toward
increasingly autonomous Al-powered systems that
can help write and test code, analyze performance,
and make certain decisions. This evolution raises
questions about maintaining accountability and
human oversight, choosing the right model for each
task, managing energy consumption, computing

resources, and costs, and ensuring that software
remains aligned with cybersecurity requirements.
Hendy highlighted Egypt’s rapid progress in digital
transformation, with digital government services
expanding to reach millions of citizens, adding
that DevOps serves as a key pillar for delivering
reliable and scalable digital services. He also
pointed to the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology’s (MCIT) recent launch of
Karnak, Egypt’s first large language model (LLM),
developed by Egyptian engineers and capable of
understanding both Modern Standard Arabic (MSA)
and Colloquial Egyptian. Hendy underscored the
vital role of DevOps engineers as the bridge between
digital innovations and sustainable, reliable services,
affirming that developing DevOps capabilities is at
the heart of investing in human capital.

The ICT Minister described the competence and
excellence of Egyptian engineers, developers, and
professionals as a key strength of the ICT sector and a
factor that continues to encourage global companies

to expand their operations in Egypt. Nearly 200,000
specialists are exporting digital services from Egypt
to countries worldwide, he noted, emphasizing
MCIT’s commitment to developing this competitive
advantage and maintaining Egypt’s position as the
Arab world and Africa’s largest hub for developing
and nurturing specialized talent.

Hendy expressed his confidence that the conference
discussions would help strengthen Egypt’s growing
information society, enabling it to move beyond
consuming knowledge to creating and sharing it with
partners, helping build a safer and more sustainable
future for humanity.

For his part, CEO of ITIDA Ahmed Elzaher
emphasized that DevOpsDays Cairo serves as a key
platform for keeping pace with rapid advancements
in software engineering and strengthening
connections between Egypt’s tech community and
experts from around the world. He noted that the
ninth edition brings together 66 speakers, including
13 international speakers representing nine countries.

Techne Summit Cairo 2026 Brings Policymakers, Investors and Scaleups

By : Sarah Noureldeen

Techne Summit Cairo 2026 took place
on 26-27 September at Ghurnata in
Heliopolis, Cairo. It gathered scaleups,
corporates, investors, policymakers and
government representatives to discuss
growth, access to capital and the policy
environment for technology companies.
The edition was the first of Techne’s
two flagship summits in Egypt this year
and was an anchor event of Middle East
Innovation Week 2026.

For 2026, Techne positioned the
Cairo edition as the “GROW” stage
of its platform, aimed at established
technology = companies and  the
organisations that work with them.
Its Alexandria edition, “START”, is
designed for early-stage founders and
students.

“Cairo gives us the opportunity to

go further into growth, investment,
corporates, policy and regional
expansion, “ Tarek El Kady, Founder

and CEO of Techne, said when the 2026
edition was announced in September.
Finance minister outlines budget
support Speaking at the summit on 27

September, Finance Minister Ahmed
Kouchouk said Egypt had earmarked
EGP 80 billion (about US$1.5 billion)
in its 2026/27 budget for programmes
supporting production, manufacturing,
entrepreneurship and exports of goods
and services.

Kouchouk said his ministry aims to
work with the ministries of investment
and industry on two funds targeting
specific activities and sectors. He said
dialogue with startups and entrepreneurs
helps the government design more
efficient systems. He described Egypt’s
simplified tax regime as a domestic
initiative meant to help small businesses
formalise, grow and expand.
Programme and themes The Cairo
programme was built around five themes:
Capital & Growth, Al & Emerging
Tech, Corporate Innovation, Policy
& Markets, and Creative Economy
& Heritage. Sessions ran across
workshops, panels and networking
formats. The published schedule listed
speakers from organisations including
Nile Capital Holding, the American
University in Cairo and Orascom

Pyramids Entertainment. Topics on the
Sunday agenda included investment,
entrepreneurship and urban mobility.
Investor and founder engagement
formed part of the programme through
Capital Connect, presented with
Alexandria Angels, alongside Al-
powered matchmaking through the
summit app to help attendees schedule
meetings.

Under the Auspices of Techne Summit
Cairo 2026 was held under the auspices
of: Ministry of Investment Ministry
of Communications and Information
Technology Ministry of Finance Digital
Economy and Technology General
Division (DETGD) Partners and Al
initiatives Key strategic partners for
the 2026 summits included Meta,
the Information Technology Industry
Development Agency (ITIDA) and
Startup Egypt, with TrianglZ as Platinum
Sponsor.

Gold Sponsor: Somabay.

Silver Sponsors: GIZ Egypt, UNIDO,
Fawry, Juhayna, Green Climate Fund,
the Embassy of Sweden and Great Place
to Work.

The Embassy of Sweden in Cairo hosted
the press conference at which the 2026
edition was announced.

Meta’s participation covered Meta Al
Academy, which includes a workshop
and a hackathon, as well as Meta
Transform with Al and My Digital
World. The initiatives are intended to
connect founders, businesses, students
and young people with practical Al
opportunities.

Competitions and what comes next
Techne has said startups across its 2026
editions have access to more than US$1
million in potential prizes, awards and
investment opportunities. The Startup
World Cup Regional Competition
takes place on 4 October during Techne
Summit Alexandria at Bibliotheca
Alexandrina. Its winner advances to the
Startup World Cup Grand Finale in San
Francisco, competing for a US$1 million
investment from Pegasus Tech Ventures.
Techne Summit Alexandria runs from 3
to 5 October. Community-led activities
under Middle East Innovation Week are
taking place across Egypt from 28 to 30
September.

[TIDA, GIZ Co-Lach ICT Inclusion Playbook Co-Creation Iniiaive fo Emporwer PwDs

By : Rasha Hagag

The Information Technology
Industry Development Agency
(ITIDA), in partnership with

the German Agency for
International Cooperation
(GIZ), has launched the

ICT Inclusion Playbook Co-
Creation Initiative to advance

the inclusion of persons
with  disabilities ~ (PwDs)
across Egypt’s ICT sector

and establish practices and
solutions that foster more
inclusive workplaces.

The initiative is part of the
ITIDA-GIZ partnership under
the develoPPP program, funded
by the German Federal Ministry
for Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ). It
aims to strengthen cooperation
between the private sector
and development partners to
build practical solutions that
advance the inclusion of PwDs
in the labor market and digital
economy, while engaging them

in the development of relevant
practices and solutions.
Through a  participatory
approach bringing together
14 local and multinational
companies, experts, specialists,
and PwDs, the initiative
will include 15 workshops
and sessions to exchange
expertise, address challenges,
and develop solutions and
practices. It will culminate in
the development of the ICT
Inclusion Playbook, covering
key areas of disability inclusion,
including employment,
workplace practices, capability
development, and impact
measurement, alongside
assessment indicators and a
phased roadmap.

The participating companies
include Brightskies, Croco
IT, DVIT, DXC Technology,
Fingerprint, Foundever,
IBM, Microsoft, National
Technology Group (NTG),
Orange  Business,  Raya

IT, Sutherland, Vodafone
Intelligent Solutions (_VOIS),
and Xceed.

The partners will fulfill
complementary  roles  in
implementing the initiative.

GIZ will contribute its technical
expertise in inclusion and equal
opportunity through its private
sector partnership programs,
while ITIDA will align the
ICT ecosystem and establish
the overarching framework for
the initiative. The participating
companies will contribute
hands-on experience in turning
the proposed solutions into
actionable workplace practices.
Serving as the initiative’s
lead consultant, Fit for Life
Sustainable Development will
moderate the workshops and
sessions in collaboration with
the participating companies.
By helping translate industry
perspectives and experiences
into implementable practices
and solutions.
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