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Ministers of Foreign Affairs, ICT Attend

AYAIR 2026 Closing Ceremony

By : Mohamed Essam
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
International ~ Cooperation,
and Egyptian Expatriates
Badr Abdelatty and Minister
of Communications and
Information Technology
Raafat Hendy have attended
the closing ceremony of the
third Presidential African
Youth in AI and Robotics
Competition (AYAIR 2026).
Hosted by Egypt under the
patronage of President Abdel
Fattah El-Sisi, the ceremony
was held on the sidelines
of Alamein Africa Forum
and the 2026 African Union
Mid-Year Summit.

The ceremony was attended
by CEO of the African

Union Development
Agency — Partnership for
Africa’s Development
(AUDA-NEPAD)  Nardos
Bekele-Thomas, President
of the Arab Bank for
Economic Development
(BADEA) Abdullah

Khalil Almusaibeeh, Chief
Economist and Managing
Director for Research and
International ~ Cooperation
at African Export-Import
Bank (Afreximbank) Yemi
Kale, Co-Founder and
CEO of Ele-vate Al Africa
Yvonne Baldwin Mushi, and

In paraliel with tha

2026 AFRICAN UNION MID-YEAR SUMMIT

members of AYAIR judging

panel.

In his remarks, Abdelatty
emphasized that AYAIR
2026  reflects  Egypt’s

commitment to empowering
African youth and
equipping them with skills
in artificial  intelligence
(AD), robotics, and
emerging technologies. He
underscored the importance
of fostering innovation
and entrepreneurship and
providing  platforms for
young people to turn their
ideas into practical solutions
that address development
challenges and drive
digital transformation and
economic integration across
Africa.

For his part, the ICT
Minister affirmed Egypt’s

commitment to continuing
to work closely with African
youth and advancing joint
efforts to harness technology
to support development
across the continent. He
explained that AYAIR 2026
serves as an important
platform for unlocking the
full potential of Al across
diverse  sectors, helping
innovators transform their
ideas into viable products
and projects.

During the ceremony, the
two ministers and the CEO
of AUDA-NEPAD honored
the top three projects with
Certificates of Excellence in
Innovation and Technology.

The  winning  projects
featured innovative Al- and
robotics- based solutions

addressing key development

challenges  across  the
continent.

Among the honorees was
Sagy El-Assal from Egypt;
she secured first place in the
Presidential Award “Grand
Prize” category for ethical Al
and healthcare. El-Assal was
recognized for developing an
Al-powered smart assistive
device for wheelchair users,
that enhances mobility,
enables safer and more
independent movement, and
helps overcome accessibility
challenges faced by persons
with disabilities (PwDs).
The winners were chosen
because they went beyond
good ideas to offer practical
solutions that can be put to
work and scaled up, with
real benefits for society and
development, and a boost for
digital transformation and
innovation across Africa.
Participants and  finalists
receive a range of prizes and
support, including $120,000
in cash prizes, mentoring and
incubation, and introductions
to investors and international
partners. The competition
also helps promising projects
connect with innovation and
entrepreneurship networks,
and with potential partners
in Africa and abroad.

Logitech Unveils Its Biggest Enterprise Launch Ever:
More Power, More Future-Proofed Rooms for
the AI Revolution

By : Wael Elgafry

— Today, Logitech unveiled the largest enterprise
product launch in company history, engineered
to equip companies for the Al revolution at
the Grand Egyptian Museum. Headlined by
Logitech Rally Bar 2, Rally System 2 Pro, and
Sound Shape technology, the new portfolio
brings advanced compute,
sensing into more workspaces to support the
next decade of intelligent collaboration.
“This
collaboration devices is Logitech’s answer to a
new, dual mandate for IT: Deliver exceptional
meeting experiences today while preparing for
an Al-powered tomorrow,” said Henry Levak,
general manager of Team Workspace Solutions
at Logitech.

“Al-powered workspaces will be most valuable
when they make collaboration feel effortless and
fit the way organizations actually work,”
Murad Ali, Head of Middle East & Central Asia,
Logitech for Business. “For Middle Eastern
organizations, where teams often collaborate
across cities, countries and cultures, the next
generation of intelligent meeting rooms can
help every voice be heard, every space work
harder, and every meeting feel more connected.
Logitech’s new portfolio is an important step
toward that future.”

Rally Bar 2: A Market Leader, Reinvented for
the Al era

Rally Bar 2 is the successor to the industry-
leading Rally Bar, now supercharged by a
Qualcomm chipset that offers four times more
edge Al processing power than various other
video bars on the market.

A custom-designed lens and 1-inch sensor
bring stunning visual clarity, and Al-powered
Right Sound 3 brings studio-quality audio to
meeting rooms.

intelligence and

second generation of smart video

said

the workplace by booking meetings when
people walk in and provide occupancy data to
help leaders make informed decisions about real
estate.

With its sleek design, Rally Bar 2 can easily
be installed by one person in just minutes. It
is housed in an aluminum unibody for easier
recycling.

Certified for Microsoft Teams, Zoom Rooms,
and Google Meet, and built on Microsoft Device
Ecosystem Platform (MDEP), Rally Bar 2

Embedded sensors automate  merges Microsoft>s enterprise-grade security

standards with Logitech’s room intelligence and
signature meeting experiences.

Rally System 2 Pro: Mastering Massive Spaces
A chronic pain point for IT is delivering quality,
Al-driven meeting experiences in large, multi-
purpose spaces—rooms. These spaces may
constitute only a fraction of the building but
consume the majority of IT effort. Logitech
Rally System 2 Pro is a modular new solution
that dramatically simplifies multi-vendor
setups in complex and divisible rooms, making
Logitech a one-stop-shop for all spaces, from
small to extra-large rooms.

Introducing Sound Shape: Audio That Defies
Expectations

High-value spaces like executive boardrooms
and training rooms are historically tricky to
outfit with audio. Logitech’s Rally Speaker 2 Pro
and Rally Speaker 2 Max house groundbreaking
new Sound Shape audio technology. Sound
Shape uses focused acoustic beams to precisely
direct sound toward listeners throughout the
room. The result is evenly distributed sound
across a 20-meter (about 65 feet)space—a feat
only partially achieved previously by costly and
complex ceiling speaker array installations

e-finance and Alibaba Cloud Collaborate to Offer World-Class
Cloud Computing Services via Infrastructure Hosted in Egypt

By: Bakinam Khaled

e-finance for Financial and Digital Investments
(“e-finance”), Alibaba Cloud, and Nuvexa
have signed a tripartitt Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to explore expanding
the scope of e-finance’s cloud platform—
which provides access to technologies from
various global cloud service providers—to
include Egypt’s private sector.

This proposed collaboration would enable
companies, for the first time, to access
advanced and secure cloud computing services
offered by Alibaba Cloud through e-finance’s
locally hosted infrastructure in Egypt.

The proposed partnership marks another
step in e-finance’s strategy to develop and
operate a local cloud platform serving new
sectors of the Egyptian market, while making
technologies and services from global cloud
providers available. This model aims to offer
private sector companies greater flexibility
in selecting a cloud environment that
meets their technological requirements and
workload needs, while allowing their data and
applications to be hosted and processed within
Egypt. , ,
Ibrahim Sarhan, Chairman and Managing
Director of e-finance for Financial and Digital
Investments, stated: “Egyptian companies
should not have to choose between utilizing
world-class cloud technologies and keeping
their data within Egypt.” “Our goal is to
operate a local infrastructure layer that supports
multiple global platforms, enabling customers
to choose the technology that best meets their
needs while keeping hosting, operations, and
other managed services within Egypt. We see
particularly promising opportunities among
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), as
well as in the agricultural and digital commerce

sectors.”
Daniel Zhao, Vice President of Alibaba Cloud

International, said: “This collaboration with
e-finance and Nuvexa marks a significant
milestone in Alibaba Cloud’s commitment
to bringing world-class cloud computing
and Al capabilities to Egypt and the broader
African market. By delivering Alibaba Cloud’s
advanced and secure Al and cloud services via
local infrastructure hosted by e-finance, we aim
to empower Egyptian businesses to leverage the
same technologies driving large-scale digital
transformation globally, while ensuring their
data remains within Egypt and fully complies
with local regulatory requirements. We look
forward to working closely with e-finance
and Nuvexa to unlock new opportunities for
enterprises, developers, and communities
across the region.”

Haitham Al-Mohain, Founder and CEO of
Nuvexa, said: “The future of infrastructure lies
in integrating cloud computing and Al into a
unified technology ecosystem, and Nuvexa
was established to bring this model to Egypt.”
Egyptian organizations possess the talent,
data, and ambition to develop their own Al
applications; however, they have lacked cost-
effective computing capabilities and a reliable
local environment to host their workloads.

Logitech Organizes RISE Annual Partner Connect Program in Cairo

By : Wael Elgafary

Logitech announced that its annual Partner
Connect Program, RISE 2026, will take place in
Cairo, Egypt, from 6th to 8th October. With more
than 150 partners attending, RISE 2026 is one of
the biggest channel partner events for Logitech
in the Middle East and Africa region. Now in its
third year, the global channel partner program
focuses on enhancing the partner experience
by providing access to Logitech’s B2B product
portfolio, simplifying program management and
offering new incentives and benefits to prioritize
partner success. At RISE 2026, Logitech will
outline the company’s corporate and channel
strategy and explore new opportunities to support
the partner ecosystem.

“Our partners are central to Logitech’s growth
in the Middle East. Their close engagement with
customers and the feedback they provide play a
vital role in shaping our innovation and product
direction,” said Murad Ali, Head of Middle East
& Central Asia, Logitech for Business. “RISE is
the perfect place to recognize their contribution
and to better understand the evolving needs of the

region here in one of the most historical cities. We
look forward to welcoming the partners joining
us from across the Middle East, gaining deeper
insight into their markets and sharing our plans
for the future, as we continue to strengthen our
relationships.”

“Our partners across Africa are instrumental to
Logitech’s continued growth, and their knowledge
of local markets and customer requirements helps
guide our strategy,” said Jawad Jalabane, Head
of Africa, Logitech for Business. “RISE 2026
provides a valuable platform to engage directly
with the partners attending from the continent, to
understand the opportunities and needs specific
to their markets, and to build on our existing
relationships. We anticipate rich discussions
throughout the event.”Logitech guarantees that
its line of video collaboration tools will stay on
trend for the next couple of years and ensures
full compatibility with all platforms. As hybrid
working becomes the norm, Logitech has created
devices based on insights from customers who
want to collaborate more effectively no matter
where they are working from.

NTI, Banque Mist Launch First Backend Engineering Training

developers, computer science

select the candidates best suited
to the program’s requirements

englneers and

By : Sarah Noureldeen at  software
The National
Telecommunication  Institute  graduates,
(NTI), in collaboration with

Banque Misr, has launched
the first round of the Backend
Engineering Track at its
premises in Nasr City, with
Banque Misr representatives
attending the opening. The
track is offered under the
cooperation protocol between
the two institutions to develop
specialized programming
talent.The program is aimed

and  engineers
interested in microservices and
cloud-native development. It
seeks to build digital skills that
meet the needs of the banking
sector, with  employment
opportunities at Banque Misr
for outstanding graduates.
More than 2,400 young people
applied to join the training.
Applicants ~ went  through
multiple  interviews  and
assessments, allowing NTI to

and the roles it targets.
Spanning 210 hours over two
months, the training covers
Java and Kotlin, API design
and security, SQL databases,
and workflow automation using
the Camunda platform.

The program forms part
of NTI's efforts to expand
partnerships ~ with  major
national institutions and align
its training with the real needs
of the labor market.

Business Al Takes Center Stage as Saudi Organizations Advance
HR Transformation at SAP HR Connect KSA 2026

By ; Islam Tawfik

SAP SE brought together HR leaders,
customers and industry experts at
HR Connect KSA 2026 to examine
Saudi Arabia’s next chapter of HR
transformation. Discussions focused
on how HR is moving beyond process
modernization toward work redesign,
skills-based workforce planning and
Business Al embedded in everyday
work. The event also recognized 13
organizations for achievements in
human capital management (HCM)
transformation.

Held under the theme ‘Make every
employee a success story,” the
event explored the shift toward
more connected and increasingly
autonomous HCM. Recent SAP
SuccessFactors innovations include

a connected network of Al agents
supporting recruiting, workforce
administration, payroll, learning,
performance and talent development.
Embedded in HR processes and
grounded in trusted workforce
data, these capabilities can reduce
friction, provide contextual guidance
and support better decisions while
retaining human oversight and
accountability.

The program included SAP’s own
HR transformation journey, a keynote
on autonomous HCM and sessions
on intelligent hiring, workforce
planning, employee experience and
adoption. Customer speakers from
SATORP, ACWA, YASREF, Qiddiya,
SAL Saudi Logistics Services, Water
Transmission Company and Mubtech

shared how Saudi
are connecting people and business
strategies while preparing employees
for changing roles and skills.

Skills emerged as a central foundation
for this transformation. A recent SAP-
commissioned YouGov survey of

organizations

chief IT decision-makers in Saudi
Arabia found that organizations across
the Kingdom are preparing their
workforces for wider Al adoption:
54% are upskilling or reskilling
employees at scale, 52% are rolling
out targeted training for specific roles
and 53% are hiring new Al-related
talent.

Natali Bezan Stajner, Regional Head
— HCM LOB Director, Middle East &
Africa, North, at SAP, said: “The next
chapter of HR transformation is about
more than modernizing processes. It is
about redesigning work around skills
and giving people Business Al that
helps them make better decisions in the
flow of work. As agentic capabilities
take on more routine work, human
judgment, empathy and accountability

become even more important. Al is the
copilot, not the pilot.”

Bakr Azam, Human Capital Services
Director at SAL Saudi Logistics
Services, said: “Our rapid evolution
with SAP SuccessFactors reflects
SAL’s commitment to operational
excellence. By automating traditional
bottlenecks and simplifying complex
approval chains, we have transformed
the everyday employee experience and
established a high-velocity, digital-first
workplace.”

Fahad Rashed Alharbi, Human
Resources Manager at YASREF,
said: “The true measure of digital
transformation is not the technology
we deploy, but the human potential we
unlock to innovate, grow, and create
greater value.”

The Data Center Is
Becoming a Product

sl BY ROGER (ZHAOYANG) WANG,

For decades, building a data center has largely meant managing a
construction project: secure a site, design the facility, coordinate
contractors, install infrastructure, test the systems and eventually bring
computing equipment online.

Al is making that model harder to sustain. It’s not just about the amount
of computing capacity we need — Al workloads demand much higher
rack densities, more liquid cooling, infrastructure flexible enough
to accommodate different generations and types of accelerators, all
while demand moves faster than conventional construction cycles
allow. The question is no longer how to build bigger data centers. It is
how to deploy infrastructure fast enough to keep up with Al

This was the thinking behind CUBE 5.0, the next-generation data
center architecture we first introduced at Alibaba Cloud’s flagship
technology event Apsara Conference in 2024 — combining wind-
liquid hybrid cooling, advanced power architecture, intelligent
management and prefabricated modular design to meet AI’s growing,
diverse compute demand.

Introducing a new architecture was only the first step. The harder
part was turning it into a repeatable way of delivering infrastructure.
Making a few components modular does not necessarily make a
data center faster to build. If other parts of the project still depend
on conventional construction and on-site integration, those parts
become the bottleneck. That is why we have focused on extending
modularization across the major infrastructure systems, including
power, cooling, fire protection, security and intelligent management,
from 30 percent to 90 percent in its latest iteration.

The goal is to move more work from the construction site into the
factory, where modules can be manufactured, integrated and tested in
parallel while site preparation is underway. These components are then
shipped in container-like units and assembled on-site like building
blocks. This changes the nature of the project. Instead of building
everything sequentially on site, we can manufacture standardized
infrastructure and assemble it where it is needed.

In our view, products are replacing projects, and factories are replacing
constructionsites.

With CUBE 5.0, we have cut delivery time for large scale Al data
center infrastructure to just about 100 days — compared to our prior-
generation architecture — while reducing construction costs per
kilowatt by 10 percent and pushing first-pass testing success close to
100 percent.

The clock runs in three stages: 30 days for factory production
and site preparation, 50 days for on-site installation, 20 days for
commissioning and testing.

The number itself matters less than what makes it possible: doing more
work in parallel and moving processes into a factory environment.
It’s a change in process, not just speed — and that matters because
a compute cluster that isn’t online yet can’t support an Al workload.
For Al infrastructure, time to compute is becoming as important a
measure as cost, efficiency and reliability.

A product-based approach does not mean building exactly the same
data center everywhere. Wider deployments still have to deal with
different power grids, regulations, climates, sites and construction
standards. What can be standardized should be standardized; what
needs to adapt locally should remain flexible.

The core infrastructure, manufacturing processes and testing
methodologies can be repeatable, while grid connections, site
engineering and local requirements can be addressed at each location.
This is particularly important as Al infrastructure expands across
geographies. The ability to reproduce a proven design without having
to reinvent the entire project each time can make deployment both
faster and more predictable.

The next bottleneck is energy

There is, however, a larger challenge ahead: power infrastructure
for large Al clusters still takes years to plan and deliver, even as
compute deployment accelerates. Closing that gap will mean treating
computing and energy as one coordinated system rather than two
separate problems — a shift we’ll explore in more depth in a future
iece.

eneral Manager of Global Data Centers, Alibaba Cloud Intelligenc

inDrive and BIuEV Partner to Support New Ride-Hailing Drivers Across Egypt

By : Wael Magdy

inDrive, the global mobility and urban services

platform, has entered into a strategic partnership with
BIuEV, a company specializing in electric mobility
solutions, to support new ride-hailing (RH) drivers
across Egypt through its platform. The partnership
aims to provide opportunities that can help drivers
reduce operating costs and improve their earnings,
while offering eligible BIUEV customers a package
of incentives and benefits when they join the inDrive

platform.

The partnership reflects both inDrive and BIuEV’s

commitment to supporting drivers with solutions
that can improve operational efficiency and
help them retain more of their earnings, while
also supporting the transition towards more
sustainable transportation. Drivers using BIuEV-
powered electric e-bikes on the inDrive platform
can achieve up to 30% savings on total cost of
ownership, helping them retain a larger share of

their earnings.

Electric e-bikes can also contribute to cleaner and
quieter urban environments.
tailpipe CO, emissions during operation and generate

They produce no

Binbrive  Tien

B inorive  Dilusy  Binorive  Bluer

less noise compared with conventional internal
contributing
to mobility solutions that are better suited to the
evolving needs of cities and communities.

Under the partnership, customers who purchase
BIuEV-powered electric e-bikes and register as new
drivers on the inDrive platform will be eligible to
receive financial incentives equivalent to one full
month of inDrive commission, as well as one full
month of BIUEV battery-swapping subscription,
upon meeting the performance criteria agreed upon

combustion engine motorcycles,

by both parties.

The incentive will be distributed across two
consecutive two-week periods rather than being
provided  upfront.

Commenting on the partnership, Alaa El Din Shalaby,
Country Manager of inDrive Egypt, said: “At
inDrive, we are continuously looking for practical
opportunities that support drivers and make it easier
for them to start and grow their work on our platform.
Our partnership with BIUEV brings together the
adoption of electric mobility with direct incentives
for new drivers joining inDrive, while helping them
reduce operating costs and improve their earnings.
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