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GeForce RTX 4060 Family Is Here:
NVIDIA’s Revolutionary Ada Lovelace Architecture Comes to Core Gamers Everywhere

By : Bakinam Khaled — DINA
abdelmanem

NVIDIA today announced the GeForce
RTX™ 4060 family of GPUs, with
two graphics cards that deliver all the
advancements of the NVIDIA® Ada
Lovelace architecture — including
DLSS 3 neural rendering and third-
generation ray-tracing technologies
at high frame rates — starting at just
$299.

The GeForce RTX 4060 Ti and
GeForce  RTX 4060  deliver
unparalleled performance at fantastic
value — bringing for the first time to
the company’s popular 60-class twice
the horsepower of the latest gaming
consoles, including ray tracing for
premium image quality on top games.
“The RTX 4060 family delivers PC
gamers both great value and great
performance at 1080p, whether they’re
building a gaming battle box or an Al-
assisted creation station,” said Matt
Wuebbling, vice president of global

“These GPUs deliver an incredible
upgrade, starting at just $299, putting
Ada Lovelace and DLSS 3 in the
hands of millions more worldwide.”
The GeForce RTX 4060 family
provides access to the 300+ games and
applications that now support DLSS,
with eagerly anticipated titles The
Lord of the Rings: Gollum and Diablo
IV to include DLSS 3. ADLSS 3 plug-
in for Unreal Engine 5 is also coming
soon.

DLSS 3 showcases the growing
importance of Al in real-time games
by creating new, high-quality frames
for smoother gameplay. It massively
increases performance in combination
with DLSS Super Resolution, which
uses Al to output higher-resolution
frames from a lower-resolution
input. Exceptional responsiveness is
maintained through NVIDIA Reflex,
which reduces input lag.

The GeForce RTX 4060 Ti is on
average 2.6x faster than the RTX 2060

GeForce RTX 3060 Ti GPU. For titles
without frame generation, the RTX
4060 Ti is 1.6x faster than the RTX
2060 SUPER GPU.

The RTX 4060 Ti’s memory subsystem
features 32MB of L2 cache and 8GB
or 16GB of ultra-high-speed GDDR6
memory. The RTX 4060 has 24MB
of L2 cache with 8GB of GDDRG6.

e Lred) P LC

GPU’s memory interface, ultimately
improving performance and power

efficiency.
Ray tracing performance has improved
significantly from the previous

generation, thanks to advancements
like Shader Execution Reordering,
cutting-edge Opacity Micromap and
Displaced Micro-Mesh Engines. These
innovations enable even the most
demanding games to simultaneously
implement multiple ray tracing effects,
and even full ray tracing, also known
as path tracing, for unparalleled
realism and immersion.

The GeForce RTX 4060 family of
GPUs comes backed by the NVIDIA
Studio platform, which brings creators
RTX acceleration and Al tools at a
more accessible starting price. Serving
livestreamers, video editors, 3D artists
and others, the platform supercharges
over 110 creative apps, provides
lasting stability with NVIDIA Studio
Drivers and includes a powerful suite

as NVIDIA Omniverse™ , Canvas and
Broadcast.

Creators of many disciplines can
benefit from new fourth-generation
Tensor Cores, which provide a
significant ~ performance increase
for Al tools compared with the last
generation. Accelerated Al features
allow creators to automate tedious
tasks and apply advanced effects with
ease.

3D modelers rendering high-
resolution, ray-traced scenes can
expect up to 45% faster performance
than with the previous-generation
GeForce RTX 3060  family.
Adding Al-powered DLSS 3 —
including within Omniverse, a
hub for interconnecting existing
3D workflows to replace linear
pipelines with live-sync creation and
real-time collaboration — greatly
accelerates the viewport in real-time
3D rendering applications, enabling
a more fluid editing experience with
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DEWA’s R&D Centre
enriches the scientific
community with four research
papers on space in 2022

GeForce marketing at

NVIDIA.

SUPER GPU and 1.7x faster than the

The L2 cache reduces demands on the

of Al-powered Studio software, such

full lighting, materials and physics.

Par0 Ato Nerworks AN GooGLE CLoup BRING ZER0
TrUST SECURITY TO THE Hysrip WORKFORCE IN QATAR

By : Basel Khaled -
Mohamed Elkholy

Palo Alto Networks, the global
cybersecurity leader, today
announced the expansion of
Prisma Access to a new Google
Cloud region in Qatar to bring
Zero Trust security to the
hybrid workforce.

“As organisations adopt hybrid
working practices and make the
shift to cloud computing, they
need to give employees direct
and secure access to their data
and applications across any
device, location, and network,”
said Tarek Abbas, Senior
Director, Systems Engineering,
Emerging Markets, Palo Alto
Networks. “Our collaboration
with Google Cloud combines
the scale offered by its global
network with the best-of-breed
cybersecurity platforms from
Palo Alto Networks, and this
new Prisma Access location
will bring Zero Trust security
to the hybrid workforce
throughout Qatar with the best
performance and reliability in
the industry.”

Purpose Built in the Cloud

to Secure Today’s Hybrid
Workforce
This new  location for

Prisma Access allows Palo
Alto Networks to leverage
the hyperscale of Google
Cloud technology to provide
organisations in Qatar with
domestic access to Superior

cloud-delivered security
to protect users, regardless
of the location , Increased

service resiliency with a multi-
cloud approach to delivering
Al-powered innovation in
SASE and Exceptional user
experience with the lowest
latency in the industry.

Ghassan Kosta, Qatar Country
Manager, Google Cloud, said:
“We are delighted to have
Palo Alto Networks expand its
presence in Qatar with our new

Doha cloud region, and we
look forward to advancing the
security offerings in the market
that empower customers with
a robust, secure, and resilient
cloud environment.”

Digital transformation,
including the transition to
hybrid work environments and
cloud computing, is ushering in
a new era of productivity and
innovation for organisations
throughout Qatar. However,
this shift also expands the attack
surface for cyber adversaries,
which significantly increases
the number of threats that
organisations have to manage.
Palo Alto Networks is at
the forefront of a new era in
security, which is based on key
Zero Trust Network Access 2.0
principles like least-privilege
access,  continuous  trust
verification, and continuous
security inspection across all
apps.

Prisma Access helps transform
networking and security to
deliver a true Zero Trust
environment that supports
both managed and unmanaged
devices, while delivering
consistent protections across
the entire enterprise.

Dubai all set to host global Energy Storage Forum ahead of COP28

: Amir Taha -
ohamed Elttar

Dubai is all set to host the return
of the premier Energy Storage
Forum this year organized in
anticipation of the 28th meeting
of the Conference of the Parties
(COP28) in November. Set to
take place from May 23 to May
25, 2023 at the Sofitel Hotel
in Jumeirah Beach Residence,
the Energy Storage Forum’s
2023 edition will be a crucial
milestone in driving forward
the agenda on a resilient global
energy storage infrastructure.
Under the theme “Driving
Energy Transition Pathways
Towards COP28,” the forum
has been jointly organized by
the Gulf Cooperation Council
Interconnection Authority
(GCCIA) and the independent
non-profit organization Electric
Power Research Institute
(EPRI).

It will take place as the
world continues to undergo a
significant transition towards
a decarbonized future and
amid the upbeat outlook on
the Middle East and Africa’s
(MEA) battery energy storage
system market. According to
a report released by Mordor
Intelligence, the MEA’s market
will witness a compound
annual growth rate of more

than 5.2% during 2023-2028.

To address the challenges
and opportunities that will
arise as a result of the world’s
shift to a decarbonized world,
the high-level international
event will bring under one
roof high-ranking contingents
from different parts of the
Middle East and the world.
The participants will include
power  system  operators,
energy storage developers,
researchers, service providers,
and many more.

Delegates from GCC utility
companies will be part of
the high-profile attendees.
During the event, they will
explore the status of energy
storage technology and how
it can support the transition
of the power sector to
achieve sustainability —and

decarbonization in the region.
Eng. Ahmed Al Ebrahim,
CEO, GCCIA, said: “The
Energy Storage Forum will
provide a unique opportunity
for the global participants
to discuss trends, policies,
technologies, and innovations
concerning renewable sources,
such as solar and clean energy,
and associated  industries.
We will highlight a range of
relevant and pressing issues
that will impact the GCC the
most to help make the region
at the forefront of building a
decarbonized economy. From
energy transition policies to
hydrogen and energy storage,
we have made sure to cover
the fundamentals in line with
the increasingly ambitious
decarbonization goals across
the GCC and the globe.”

By : Dina Abdelmanm - Amir Taha

Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA)’s Research and
Development (R&D) Centre published four research papers on
space in 2022 in several international scientific conferences, peer-
reviewed journals and periodicals. The papers are titled: ‘ Adaptive
Technique for LoRa Communication with LEO Nanosatellite’,
‘Design and Performance Analysis of LoRa Internet of Things

(IoT) Terminal for Multi-vendor Satellite Constellation’,
‘Evaluating Direct Link IoT-LoRa Communication Via LEO
Nanosatellite: DEWA-SAT1’, and ‘Link Margin Assessment for
DEWA-SAT1 Based on LoRa Communication’.

H.E. Saeced Mohammed Al Tayer, MD & CEO of DEWA,
praised the efforts of the researchers at the R&D Centre, who
have succeeded in a short period in strengthening DEWA's global
leadership, by innovating advanced technologies, developing
niche use cases applied to electricity and water production, as
well as transmission and distribution systems. This improves
the management of the power grid and water transmission
and distribution networks. The research papers help deliver
Emirati research projects to international academia. This raises
performance indicators in scientific research in the UAE and
enriches the scientific community in Dubai, the UAE, and the
world. Al Tayer noted that DEWA’s nanosatellitt DEWA-SAT1
was designed and developed at the Centre, which have made
DEWA the world’s first utility to use nanosatellites to enhance
the maintenance and planning of electricity and water networks.
The Centre has also developed and built DEWA’s independent
Ground Station, which can track and communicate with DEWA’s
satellites at their low Earth orbit of 400-700 kilometres.
“Through the Centre, we seek to contribute effectively to achieving
the wise leadership vision to build a distinguished and sustainable
space sector, making the UAE a major global destination in space
science and projects. This enhances the country’s competitiveness
at various levels, supports the process of sustainable development
and the transition to the green economy, in addition to building
human resources and highly qualified Emirati calibre in the fields
of space and future shaping,” added Al Tayer.

“Space research is one of the Centre’s research areas, including
solar power, smart grid integration, energy efficiency and
water. It also focuses on the Fourth Industrial Revolution
applications. Space research aims to support DEWA with
high efficiency, low-cost remote sensing and operations using
satellites, and ground station capabilities,” said Waleed Bin
Salman, Executive Vice President of Business Development
and Excellence at DEWA.

RAK E-Government Authority ﬁnlshes its first stage of the cloud transformation project

By : Rasha Hussein — Sameh Saeed

Ras Al Khaimah e-Government
Authority (EGA) has finished the first
stage of a cloud transformation project

The

supported by  global technology
company SAP  SE (NYSE: SAP)to
modernize  its  systems, increase

efficiencies and reduce total cost of
ownership, while ultimately enhancing
government services delivered to citizens

and residents.

EGA has implemented RISE with SAP
to experience the benefits of cloud
computing at an accelerated pace while
reducing cyber risks. To ensure business
continuity, the project is taking place in
two phases. The first phase, completed
in December 2022, included upgrading

Electronic
vision and

the current SAP core ERP solution to
S/AHANA, while migrating from on-
premise servers to the RISE-managed
cloud. The second phase, which started
in January 2023, involves migrating all
other SAP systems to the cloud with
RISE, while providing the new available
offerings from SAP to the users, first and
foremost SAP BTP (Business Technology
Platform) and the SAP Analytics Cloud.
Eng. Ahmed Saeed Al Sayyah, EGA
General Manager, explained, “This cloud
transformation project is aligned with the
UAE’s focus on leveraging technological
advances as well as RAK and the
Government
values.
enhances our ability to provide smart

Authority’s
Cloud computing

services and integrated e-government
solutions that promote a better life for
our citizens and residents. With stronger

foundations for our business processes,
we are able to focus more of our time and
attention on the core services we deliver

departments,

to the people of RAK and the government
and furthering RAK’s
Vision 2030 for government services.
Moreover, the cloud-based S/4HANA
solution provides full visibility on all
activities, as an innovative, adaptable
platform that enables us to respond
rapidly to challenges and opportunities.”
This digital transformation represents
a continuation of the EGA’s existing
relationship with SAP as, until now, it has
been managing RAK’s main government
operations through SAP’s on-premises
ERP systems and solutions.

Zakaria Haltout, Managing Director, SAP
UAE, said of the digital transformation,
“This is a truly collaborative project; we
worked very closely with the EGA to

ensure our approach results in continuity
of services,
ownership and is flexible within the
fast-moving public sector environment.
Cloud computing is becoming critical
for government organizations around
the world, enabling them to tap into
and analyze data more effectively, and
to leverage technologies that can drive
new insights, as well as automate tasks
and deliver
more personalized services. As an early
cloud adopter among governments, the
EGA is fully aligned with the UAE’s
agenda and has implemented a system
that enables continuous transformation
and enhancements for the benefit of all
residents in the emirate.”

decreases total cost of

enhanced, quicker and

Mall of Egypt Announces the Winner of “Fashion Glam”
Partnership with FAD Dubai & Hisham Kharma

By :Nelly Abdelhamed -
Mohamed Elatter

Majid Al Futtaim—the leading
shopping malls, communities,
retail, and leisure pioneer
across the Middle East, Africa,
and Asia—concluded its fifth
anniversary celebrations at
Mall of Egypt with a grand
finale, Fashion Glam closing
event, crowning the first-place
winner of the fashion prize with
a glamorous runway.
Fashion Glam was first
launched in December 2022,
in partnership with leading
fashion institution FAD Dubai
Institute of Luxury Fashion and
Style, and musician Hisham
Kharma.

As part of Mall of Egypt’s
vision to become the incubator
and hub for local talents,
Fashion Glam has awarded

16 young talents, each an
established  fashion  brand
owner, a scholarship of

accredited courses in fashion
design and brand development.
The award was granted to
MEROE and NASHE; the two
brands showed their potential

wHarma @
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and have displayed a clear
application of the professional
techniques that were delivered
during their scholarship. They
also received dual certificates; a
lookbook photoshoot produced
by a creative director in FAD
Dubai, in addition to a pop-
up shop inside Mall of Egypt,

granting them the chance
to showcase and sell their
products.

During the closing event, each
participant displayed three of
their designs on the runway
inside Mall of Egypt on the
exclusive music composed
by Hisham Kharma. The
impressive designs produced
were a result of the industry-led
mentorship programs that the

participants had received over
eight weeks in Mall of Egypt.
Fashion Glam supports Majid
Al Futtaim Shopping Malls
vision to be at the forefront
of enabling local businesses
to thrive in a competitive
industry, with a focus on
skills  development  and
capacity building to elevate
their brands.

Through Mall of Egypt, the
hub for nurturing local talents,
Majid Al Futtaim Shopping
Malls is emphasizing one of
its key priorities to empower
aspiring fashion entrepreneurs
in Egypt and create brands
and destinations that strongly
support creativity and
ingenuity.

Iridium Adds to Constellation Resilience

with Launch of Spare Satellites

By : Wael Elhosany - Bakinam Khaled

Iridium Communications Inc. announced a key milestone in its
long-term constellation resilience and redundancy planning, with
the successful launch and deployment of five spare satellites. This
launch brings the total number of spare Iridium® satellites on orbit
to 14. In total, 81 next-generation Iridium satellites were built, and
80 of them have now been deployed. The Iridium constellation
remains unique in the industry, featuring 66 operational crosslinked
satellites, enabling truly global, weather-resilient connectivity
everywhere on Earth.

The satellites lifted off at 06:16 am PDT (13:16 UTC) on a SpaceX
Falcon 9 rocket from Vandenberg Space Force Base (VSFB)
in California. Shortly after deployment, each of the satellites
successfully contacted engineers at Iridium’s Satellite Network
Operations Center (SNOC), in Virginia.

“The completion of our upgraded constellation was a major
milestone in the history of Iridium. We committed to our partners
and our customers that they could depend on us and expect the
highest quality of service and reliability anywhere on the planet,
and that’s what we’ve delivered,” said Matt Desch, CEO, Iridium.
“With all the new products and services enabled by our network,
the launch of these spares shows our commitment to maintaining
the gold standard of satellite network services.”

Completed in February 2019, the upgraded Iridium constellation
has proven to be an engine of innovation for the company and its
partners. Recently, the company took a lead role in the burgeoning
satellite direct-to-device movement, teaming up with Qualcomm
Technologies Inc., to enable satellite SOS and two-way messaging
in premium Android smartphones.

37% of US Investors Think Cryptocurrencies Bring
Less Gains than the Stock Market

By : Amir Taha — Basel
Khaled

The 2022 crypto winter has
cooled the US investors’ appetite
for  cryptocurrencies,  with
most of them finding cryptos
riskier and less profitable than
the traditional stock market.
Nevertheless, the US crypto
revenue continues growing and
is set to hit new record highs.
According to data presented
by BitcoinCasinos.com,
although 37% of US investors
believe cryptos bring less gain
than investing in stocks, the
country’s crypto revenue is still
expected to double year-over-
year and hit nearly $18bn in
2023.

Many institutional investors in
the United States lost interest
in crypto after 2022, and their
appetite for it hasn’t returned yet,
even with this year’s uptrend.
The Statista and Measure
Protocol data confirm that.
According to a 2023 survey,
32.4% of investors in the United
States think cryptocurrencies
are riskier than investing in the
traditional stock market, while

around 35% find them equally
risky. Statistics also showed
that 37.5% of respondents see
the stock market as potentially
more profitable, compared to
27% who named cryptos a more
profitable choice.

But despite the lack of optimism,
the United States remains the
third fastest-growing crypto
market in the world, following
the United Kingdom and Japan.
Last year, the US crypto market
generated $8.63bn in revenue,
according to Statista. This figure
is expected to jump by 108.2%
year-over-year and hit $17.96bn
in 2023.

The number of users in the
US crypto space will also
significantly increase. Statista
expects 74.3 million people in
the United States to use or invest

in cryptocurrencies, up from 51.1
million a year ago. This figure is
set to continue growing and hit
almost 100 million by 2027.
The Statista and Measure
Protocol data also showed crypto
ownership in the United States
in 2023 was mainstream, with
portfolios often consisting of
Bitcoin and Ethereum. Bitcoin
saw an 83% ownership rate
among US crypto investors, up
from 76% last year. Around 48%
of US investors also have ETH
coins in their portfolio, 6% more
than in 2022. Litecoin ranked as
the third-most-popular crypto
to own, with a 24% ownership
rate in 2023, almost double that
last year. Dogecoin and Stellar
followed with 19% and 16%
shares, respectively.
However, statistics also show
Dogecoin saw the biggest
ownership drop in the last year,
falling from 29% in February
2022 to 19% in February 2023.
Shiba Inu follows with a 9%
decline, and its ownership rate
among US crypto investors
falling from 21% to 12% in
this period.



Gartner Identifies 12 Actions to Improve Data Quality :

Estimates that through 2024, 50% of organizations will adopt modern
DQ solutions to better support their digital business initiatives

By ; Bakinam Khaled -
Dina Abdelmanm

Gartner, Inc. identified 12
actions to help chief data and
analytics officers (CDAOs) and
other D&A leaders improve
data quality (DQ) to avoid high
costs and deliver sustainable
value to their organization.
“Data quality issues cost a
lot,” said Jason Medd, Director
Analyst at Gartner. “But the
issues are not hard to fix and
does not have to take a lot of
time. If CDAOs don’t have
impactful and  supportive
DQ programs in place, their
organization will face a
multitude of complications and
lost  opportunities.”
Improving DQ is not a one-time
effort. “One of the mistakes

that CDAOs make is taking a
technology-centric ~ approach
to DQ improvement, with
little focus on organizational
culture, people and processes
to streamline remedial actions,”
said Medd.

Gartner estimates that through
2024, 50% of organizations will
adopt modern DQ solutions
to better support their digital
business initiatives.

Gartner shared 12 actions for
CDAOs and D&A leaders to
take to deliver improvement
and assurance in their DQ .
Gartner condensed the 12
actions into four categories to
enable CDAOs to prioritize
their efforts based on the
problem  areas.

Focus on the Right Things to
Set Strong Foundations

First, CDAOs need to focus
on the right things to set strong
foundations. “Not all data is
equally important,” said Medd.
“CDAOs must focus on the data
that has the most influence on

business outcomes, understand
the key performance indicators
(KPIs) and key risk indicators
(KRIs), and build a business
case. Then, they need to share
common DQ language with
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stakeholders and establish DQ
standards.”

Once the foundations are
established, CDAOs need to
obtain sponsorship from D&A
governance committee and
dedicate data stewards from
business units and the central
D& A team who will proactively
shift gears based on priority,
look at new avenues to aid
improvements, and potentially
look at building real-time data
validations where needed to
help bridge the gaps.

“Data is a team sport, so
CDAOs should form special
interest groups who can
benefit from DQ improvement,
communicate the benefits and
share best practices around
other business units,” said
Medd.
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To improve DQ it is important
to perform data profiling and
data monitoring to understand
and validate current data gaps
and challenges, monitor and
build improvement plans. Then,
CDAOs need to transition to
a governance model based on
trust to drive enterprisewide
adoption of DQ initiatives.

CDAOs can make DQ better
by using technologies to reduce
manual efforts and get faster
results. They also do it by
identifying frequent DQ issues
and incorporating the solutions
into  business  workflow.
CDAOs should also improve
data literacy across the business
by installing a DQ culture and
facilitating knowledge sharing
and collaboration among all the
stakeholders of the program.

Companies all around the world are striving to be at the forefront
of the sustainability movement, and for good reason. Government
policies require organizations to reduce carbon emissions, which
in a way is encouraging business owners and investors to focus on
sustainable practices and renewable energy such as wind, solar,
thermal among others. The building and property industry is one of
the largest users of global resources and contributors of pollution. It,
therefore, has a huge responsibility to aid sustainability.

Undertaking a
competitive advantage and benefits for all stakeholders, particularly
the building and property sector. A study by Forrester Research Inc.
reports that organizations in the building and property sector have
availed several benefits with the use of sustainable solutions. Some
of the key benefits include decreased costs (e.g., cost of energy
production and/or energy consumption) (82%), improved regulatory
compliance (82%), improved employee recruitment and/or retention
(82%), and improved customer acquisition and/or loyalty (75%).
In line with the benefits achieved, several building and property
players have rapidly embraced the concept of net-zero buildings and
accelerated their transition to eco-friendly construction with the use
of innovative technologies, particularly OpenBlue Technology by
Johnson Controls. OpenBlue is a comprehensive suite of connected
solutions and services that combine Johnson Control’s 135 years
of building expertise with cutting-edge technology in playing an
instrumental role in achieving their sustainability goals.

Green Buildings:
The Build-Up to

Sustainability

successful sustainable transformation drives

US-based Smart Workplace brand ‘1-Platform’
unveiled as Workspace Summit Tech Partner

By : Mohamed Elkholy - Bakinam
Khaled

1-Platform, the ground-breaking Al-driven
workplace productivity platform, has announced
its arrival in the Middle East with its selection
as the Technology Partner for the Workspace
Summit 2023 to be held in Dubai from May 23 to
25, 2023. Dubbed the ‘single most powerful tool’
for enhancing sustainability, delivering a rich user
experience, and connecting technology silos, US-
based 1-Platform aims to revolutionize the way
businesses operate in the region.

With the appointment of George Simon as the
CEQ, 1-Platform is positioning itself as the go-to
solution for empowering stakeholders, engaging
employees, and optimizing valuable
resources for organizations across the
region through its powerful Al-driven
insights and integrations.

Following his illustrious stints at
Microsoft and Plantronics, George will
be instrumental in driving the platform’s |
growth globally and regionally. With
over two decades of experience in the
technology industry, George’s unique
blend of technical expertise, strategic
vision, and exceptional leadership
skills will be crucial in steering 1-Platform’s
influence in the regional remote and hybrid
working landscape, tapping into his ecosystem
of like-minded professionals proven track record
of transforming organizations and delivering
outstanding results. As a true advocate for
digital transformation, George has his eyes set
on revolutionizing the industry by leveraging
emerging Al-driven technologies.
1-platform is built on three core pillars - data
insights, employee engagement, and resource

optimization. The Al-powered insights provide
stakeholders access to predictive tools along
with factual and objective data to make informed
decisions. Employee engagement through
research backed UI/UX frame work coupled
with rich data from various connected systems
contributes to retention and productivity, and
resource optimization helps leaders shift from real
estate reduction to real estate rationalization and
redistribution. 1-Platform is poised to redefine
the workplace by making it a more conducive
environment to spur creativity. This innovative
smart workplace management system optimizes
productivity by merging space, energy, and
time, and will revolutionize how employees and
organizations in the region connect and
collaborate, enabling them to reach new
heights of efficiency and effectiveness.
On the back of ballooning business
operational costs and the ongoing shift to
remote and hybrid working, 1-Platform
is poised to be instrumental in jolting
companies to rethink their overall
operational and employee engagement
strategies.

According to the 2023 Work Trend
Index Special report by Microsoft,
which surveyed over 3 million professionals
across the globe, organizations that double down
on employee engagement in times of economic
uncertainty performed twice as well financially as
organizations that deprioritized it.

The report also found that 68% of people say
that they don’t have enough uninterrupted focus
time during the workday, and 62% of survey
respondents also say that they struggle with too
much time spent searching for information in
their workday.

(atar National Cement Company Selects SAP and Google Cloud to
Power Digital Transformation Journey and Future-Proof Operations

By ; Basel Khaled — Dina Abdelmanam
Qatar National Cement Company (QNCC), akey
player behind the nation’s construction industry
boom, has signed a partnership agreement with
global technology company SAP SE (NYSE:
SAP) and implementation partner Mannai ICT
that will enable it to leverage the benefits of
cloud computing, with data securely hosted on
Google Cloud. The implementation will include
S/4AHANA, an enterprise
resource planning (ERP)
solution that enables
360-degree  visibility
and control over all
operations, and SAP |\
Success Factors, which
delivers innovative
employee-management
solutions.

The partnership will
see QNCC automate
and streamline business
processes, while increasing the agility of
its operations and enhancing the services it
delivers to its customers and employees. The
transformation will also optimize QNCC’s
business value through RISE with SAP on
Google Cloud and SAP Business Technology
Platform (SAP BTP), enabling the organization
to innovate, extend, and customize applications
to become an intelligent sustainable enterprise.
Through hosting its mission critical data
on Google Cloud, the cleanest cloud in the
industry, QNCC is better positioned to achieve
its sustainability strategy.

“In  undertaking this end-to-end digital
transformation, our aim is to modernize and
streamline our systems, increase efficiencies,

and enhance the services we deliver to our
customers and employees,” says QNCC Chief
Executive Officer, Engineer Essa Mohammed
Ali A M Kaldari. “After implementation, our
operations will be more agile and scalable,
enabling us to capitalize on future opportunities
in the market and region.”

Alaa Jaber, Managing Director for SAP Qatar
and Fast Growth Markets, said, “Through this

digital  transformation,
- QNCC is aligning
itself  with  Qatar’s
2030 National Vision

and  supporting  its
| sustainability plans. It is
= also ensuring its future
success by increasing
its visibility over all
operations, enabling it
to react in an agile way
to changes in the market
and expected rise in
demand for its products. Moreover, QNCC will
be able to make decisions informed by real-time
insights and data analytics.”

In implementing the SAP solutions, Mannai
ICT, a division of Mannai Corporation, will
take a greenfield approach to streamline and
optimize QNCC’s digital landscape. Khalid
Al Mannai, CEO of Mannai Corporation,
says, ‘“Having operated for more than 30 years
in Qatar, supporting public institutions and
private businesses in finding tailored technology
solutions, Mannai Corporation is ideally placed
to implement this project. We believe that
the customized solution we have created will
greatly enhance QNCC'’s operations and ensure
sustainable success.”

OpenBlue integrates with customers’ operational technology and the
system collects and primes data from buildings and applies machine
learning at the edge and in the cloud — comparing the data against
optimized Al performance models. The result is the ability to micro-
manage real-time building performance, save cost and energy as
well as enhance environments. It also features a suite of tailored,
Al-powered service solutions such as remote diagnostics, predictive
maintenance, compliance monitoring, advanced risk assessments,
and more. OpenBlue’s agile, flexible, and scalable platform allows
buildings to become dynamic spaces and manage operations more
systematically, creating buildings that have memory, intelligence and
a unique identity.
Using ground-breaking technologies as OpenBlue has enabled the
building and property industry to disrupt current models and run their
operations smoothly. Property management teams can not only make
data-driven operations choices for both now and the future, but also
continuously scan facility operations to uncover opportunities to save
energy, improve indoor air quality and maintain occupant comfort.
With change in time, advances in building design and construction
will be essential to a sustainable global economy. Ultimately, the
buildings that shelter and protect humanity will need to do more than
offer a roof over the heads. However, with the use of right technology
nd innovation a greener and cleaner future is not far away!
general manager - GCC service

Rockwell Automation Launches New
FactoryTalk® Optix™, an Open, Scalable, Flexible
HMI platform with Unlimited Options

By : Samah Saeed — Rasha Hussein

Rockwell Automation introduces FactoryTalk Optixas a new
addition to their visualization portfolio. Known as “visualization for
visionaries,” FactoryTalk Optix is a modern, cloud-enabled human-
machine interface (HMI) platform that allows users to design, test and
deploy applications directly from a web browser anywhere, anytime.
Take advantage of new levels of collaboration, scalability, and
interoperability to achieve your vision.

FactoryTalk Optix is designed to help improve your process, efficiency
and deliverables. Gain unlimited options Design options: Design
and test your projects in a modern object-oriented programming
environment , Deployment options: Create your application once and
deploy to any device , Graphic options: Style your graphics to support
a global audience and provide a responsive experience and Extensible
options: Achieve openness and interoperability through machine-to-
machine and machine-to-cloud communications enabled by OPC UA,
MQTT, IOT native connectivity and an open C# interface.

Telecom sector joins forces in call for new policies to drive EU connectivity leadership

KI : Mohamed Shawky —
ohamed Halmy

The GSMA and ETNO, industry
associations  representing  fixed

and mobile network operators,
have  called for  European
policymakers to  take  bold
action to secure EU connectivity
leadership over the next decade.
In a joint response to the European
Commission consultation on
“the future of the -electronic
communications sector and its
infrastructure”  the  associations
state that Europe is at an inflection
point, with policy change urgently
needed to create the right conditions
for future European leadership
in connectivity, and prevent the
continent from falling further behind
its global competitors.

Future of connectivity: a whole new

game
Already today, 5G, IoT and edge
computing have started empowering
sustainable economies and societies
across Europe. Tomorrow, telecom
technology will be marked by
network virtualization, with ‘telcos’
transforming into  ‘tech-comm’
companies and shifting connectivity
functions to the public cloud.

Currently, Europe is affected by
a network investment gap of at
least €174 billion, and telecom
markets are overly fragmented.
What is more, the relationship
between telecom operators and
Large Traffic Generators is currently
imbalanced, with traffic from a
small handful of multinational
companies driving huge network
costs which are  shouldered
exclusively by telecom companies

investment

and their customers. This hinders

leaving European

in future networks,
citizens and

businesses at a global disadvantage.
In this scenario, Europe’s Open
Strategy Autonomy is threatened and

into question.

the EU’s bold ambitions for future
leadership in connectivity are put

Policy changes: a fairer deal for all

In response to the consultation,
ETNO and the GSMA have
proposed urgent policy changes
in Europe. Such changes would
ensure the continent stays ahead
of the curve in 5G, FTTH and new
cloud technologies, supporting the
inclusive roll-out of new networks
and empowering the important
green-digital transition. The
associations’ response  proposes:
Creating a real European telecom
single market by simplifying
regulation, including for telecoms
rules, spectrum policy, consumer
protection, taxation and harmonised
security  frameworks;

Building scale through in-market
consolidation, as a stepping-stone for
a healthy European telecom market;
Introducing a fair contribution

mechanism that allows balanced
negotiations between telcos and
large traffic generators. Such large
traffic generators currently derive
the most benefit from telecom
investment, whilst simultaneously
creating a high cost burden via their
traffic and exerting disproportionate
power across markets.

Lise Fuhr, Director General,
ETNO, said: “A strong telecom
sector is in Europe’s strategic
interest, as secure and innovative
networks are the backbone of
our society. This requires a better
balance between powerful tech
giants and European telcos, but
also improved market scale. Policy
change is required so we can
achieve the EU Digital Decade
targets and accelerate the green
transition. ”’

Regional energy management services leader Enova celebrates 20 years of enabling MENA
organizations o reduce energy and water consumption, increase efficiencies, and save costs

By : Ali Eldeeb - Mohamed Elattar

According to CEO Renaud Capris, demand
for Enova’s services will continue to

Marking two decades of operations in
MENA, Enova, the regional leader in
integrated energy and multi-technical

grow as organizations in MENA prioritize
energy-efficient solutions. “As we enter

services, is reporting that it
has enabled total energy cost
savings of more than AED340
million and a total CO2
reduction of more than 430,000
tons for clients since its
establishment as a partnership
between Majid Al Futtaim and
Veolia in 2002.

With four ESCO (energy
service company)
accreditations in the region,
Enova delivers comprehensive
and performance-based energy

and facilities management solutions to the — “In
Middle East’s largest international airports,
healthcare facilities, hotels and resorts,
and shopping malls, as well as metros and

trams.

our 20th anniversary year,
the region is more focused on
sustainability than ever before,
and there is tremendous
demand for energy efficiency
enabled through technology
and digitalization.
Moreover, 2023 has been
declared the ‘Year of
Sustainability’ by the UAE
and COP28 will be hosted in
Dubai, marking the second
consecutive year that the
global event will be held in the
Capris  says.

this context, Enova’s immediate
priorities over the next decade will be
around increasing the energy efficiency
of our customers, reducing their carbon
footprint, and delivering clean, renewable

region,”

energy  solutions,  through  global
innovations combined with regional and
industry expertise,” he adds.

Through its real-time Hubgrade monitoring
dashboard, Enova’s clients receive
predictive models and advanced data
analysis of energy consumption, leading
to opportunities to reduce further resource
usage and meet their sustainability
objectives.

By integrating energy performance with
facilities management solutions, Enova
enables organizations in both the public
and private sectors to focus on their own
operations and core competencies.
Supporting regional organizations with
net-zero and  sustainability  strategy
goals, Capris  anticipates  sizable
growth opportunities in 2023 from the
transportation,  healthcare,  hospitality,
and industry sectors, with a considerable
pipeline of energy performance demand
coming from the region’s private sector.

Acronis Simplifies Endpoint Security with New EDR Solution :
Integrated endpoint detection and response + backup solution for
MSPs enables mass adoption of advanced security capabilities

By : Bakinam Khaled — Dina
Abdelmanam

Acronis, the global leader in cyber
protection, today announced the general
availability of Acronis Advanced Security
+ Endpoint Detection & Response (EDR)
for Acronis Cyber Protect Cloud. With
new capabilities such as Al-based attack
analysis, Acronis EDR reduces complexity
and simplifies workflows for a more
streamlined operation, making it easier
than ever for MSPs and the businesses they
serve to deploy comprehensive security and
data protection. With more organizations
turning to MSPs for their backup and
security needs, and with a greater need for
simplicity and efficiency, Acronis EDR
aims to expand the adoption of advanced
security capabilities, helping organizations
of all sizes better protect themselves.
“With the proliferation of endpoints and

increasing frequency of cyber threats,
EDR has become a mission-critical tool

endpoint security capabilities. Designed
for Managed Service Providers (MSPs),

in incident response and the

it allows them to quickly and

fight for data protection. But
solutions that are difficult to
deploy and maintain are an
obstacle,” said Research Vice
President of Security and
Trust Michael Suby at IDC.
“The best solutions deliver
the advanced security of EDR
and meet the needs of the IT
professionals who use it. That
means easy deployments and
rapid detection, response, and
recovery with Al  and
automation on board.”

Acronis EDR offers the broadest number
of out-of-the-box recovery options that
take advantage of the integration with
Acronis Cyber Protect” backup and
recovery, endpoint management, and

easily analyze and prioritize
security incidents, minimize
downtime, and maintain
business  continuity  while
keeping their clients safe and
protected.

“Other EDR tools can be
over-complicated and force
MSPs into expensive, time-
consuming  processes  to
implement and understand.
Acronis EDR delivers a
robust EDR solution that is

easy to deploy and use while following
industry-established standards like the
NIST cybersecurity framework and
mapping to the MITRE ATT&CK®
framework,” said Candid Wiest, VP of
Research at Acronis.
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