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During the annual Suhoor gathering of the CIT Chamber:
The Minister of Communications outlines five key priorities for the Ministry’s work in building a sustainable digital economy,

Khaled Ihrahim; The Chamber’s strategy is based on three main pillars to enhance the compefitiveness, export capah

By: Bakinam Khaled
Engineer Raafat Hindi, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, affirmed that

there are five main priorities for the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology in the
coming phase. These include continuing to develop
the digital infrastructure and improving the quality
of communications services, accelerating the pace
of digital transformation, developing a business
environment that attracts investment and stimulates
innovation, adopting advanced technologies,
especially artificial intelligence, and investing in
human capital development. He emphasized that the
Ministry’s vision is based on leveraging technology as
a primary driver of economic and social growth, and
as the engine supporting the state’s efforts to transition
from a traditional economy to building an integrated
and sustainable digital economy that provides
citizens with broader opportunities to improve their
lives and benefit from digital transformation, while
adhering to governance principles and strengthening
the cybersecurity system.

This came in a speech delivered by Engineer Raafat
Hindi at the annual Suhoor banquet organized by
the Information and Communications Technology
Industry Chamber, in the presence of former Ministers
of Communications and Information Technology,
Engineer Khaled Negm and Engineer Yasser El-
Kady; Dr. Maha Abdel Nasser, Deputy Chair of
the Communications and Information Technology
Committee in the House of Representatives;
Engineer Ahmed El-Zaher, CEO of the Information
Technology Industry Development Agency (ITIDA);
Engineer Mahmoud Badawy, Assistant Minister of
Communications and Information Technology for
Digital Transformation Affairs; Engineer Khaled
Ibrahim, Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Information and Communications Technology
Industry Chamber; and Engineer Hossam
Megahed, Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Information and Communications Technology
Association (Etisal).

In his speech, Engineer Raafat Hindi emphasized
that the communications and information technology
sector is one of the fastest-growing sectors in the
Egyptian economy and a key driver of economic

growth in recent years. He added that the sector
continues its positive performance, relying on a
number of factors that enhance its ability to sustain
growth. These include the support provided by
the state to this vital sector, the confidence of
international companies in the Egyptian market and
their expanding investments there, as well as Egypt’s
distinguished pool of qualified human resources,
which represents the cornerstone for enhancing the
sector’s regional and international competitiveness.
Engineer Raafat Hindi indicated that the Ministry’s
priorities for the coming phase are based on five
main pillars. The first pillar focuses on continuing the
development of digital infrastructure and improving
the quality of telecommunications services. He
explained that new frequency capacities totaling 410
MHz have been made available to the four mobile
operators, with the aim of expanding the deployment
of 5G networks and increasing the number of mobile
towers to achieve global coverage standards across
the country. The Ministry is also continuing to
implement the project to lay fiber optic cables in the
villages of the “Decent Life” initiative and expanding
the establishment of data centers, which will enhance
Egypt’s position as aregional hub for the data industry.
This includes strengthening the cybersecurity system
and achieving digital sovereignty, in addition to
continuing the development of international digital
infrastructure to support Egypt’s position as a global
digital data corridor.

He explained that the second pillar focuses on
accelerating the pace of digital transformation
in various sectors of the state by expanding the
availability of digital government services and

facilitating access to them, expanding exclusive
digital services, and implementing a number of
priority projects such as the comprehensive health
insurance system, the unified national ID card,
providing remote digital identity verification services,
and completing efforts to digitize the governorates.
He added that the third pillar focuses on developing
a business environment that attracts investment and
stimulates innovation. This is achieved by supporting
the expansion of companies operating in the sector,
boosting digital services exports, and addressing
the challenges facing investors. The Ministry is also
working to encourage partnerships between local
and international companies, contributing to the
localization of technology and the development of
the electronics and mobile phone industries in Egypt.
Furthermore, it aims to provide more incentives to
support the outsourcing industry, thereby doubling
its exports by 2030, while continuing to support
entrepreneurship and promote the growth of
emerging technology companies.

In his speech; Eng. Khaled Ibrahim, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Chamber of Information
and Communications Technology (CIT), affirmed
that the Ministry’s continuous support for the
communications and information technology sector
is a cornerstone of its growth. He noted that the
Chamber values its strategic partnership with the
Ministry in supporting the digital economy and
enhancing Egypt’s position as a regional technology
hub. He added that the CIT community represents a
large and growing ecosystem.

He further stated that by 2026, the Chamber’s

membership will exceed 23,000, including
approximately 3,500 companies operating directly in
the ICT sector. The membership structure highlights
asignificant fact: small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) constitute the largest segment of companies
in the sector.

He explained that this is where the strength of
this sector lies; SMEs are the primary source of
innovation, resilience, and entrepreneurial spirit,
and are simultaneously the main engine of economic
growth and job creation.

Ibrahim emphasized that supporting and developing
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) is a key
focus of the Chamber’s efforts in the coming phase.
Empowering these companies, enhancing their
competitiveness, and opening new horizons for them
in local, regional, and international markets is a direct
investment in the future of Egypt’s digital economy.
He pointed out that the Information and
Communications Technology Chamber enjoys
a significant strategic advantage as part of the
Federation of Egyptian Industries. Through this
institutional framework, the Chamber works
alongside 21 other industrial chambers representing
various industrial sectors in Egypt.

The Chairman of the Information and
Communications Technology Chamber explained
that this integration creates a real opportunity to
directly link the technology sector with various
productive sectors and boosts local demand for
technological solutions within the Egyptian economy.
He noted that technology is no longer a separate
sector but has become a primary driver for industrial
development, increased productivity, and enhanced
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lities, and institutional strength of technology companies,
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competitiveness. Through this integrated system
within the Federation of Industries, Egyptian
technology companies can play a pivotal role in
supporting the digital transformation of various
industrial sectors and opening new markets and
opportunities for companies operating in the sector.
Engineer Khaled Ibrahim affirmed that upon
assuming its responsibilities, one of the Chamber’s
top priorities was to develop a clear vision and an
ambitious strategy for the next four years.

He added that investing in human capital
development and attracting foreign investment are
undoubtedly two fundamental pillars for the growth
of the technology sector in Egypt. However, the true
value of these efforts is realized when they directly
translate into the growth of Egyptian companies,
particularly small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), enabling them to expand, innovate, and
compete in local, regional, and international markets.
He further stated that this strategy is based on a
primary objective: strengthening the information
and communications technology (ICT) ecosystem in
Egypt and empowering Egyptian companies to grow
domestically and expand into regional and global
markets.

Ibrahim noted that this strategy was built around
three main pillars. The first pillar is “Supporting and
Developing the ICT Sector in Egypt” by enhancing
cooperation among the various stakeholders in
the sector, supporting innovation, and actively
contributing to the digital transformation efforts
underway in Egypt.

The second focus is on “supporting Chamber
members to grow locally and expand globally.”
Chamber members are the core of our work,
and therefore we strive to develop programs and
services that help Egyptian companies enhance their
competitiveness, access new markets, and create real
opportunities for growth and expansion.

The third focus is “strengthening the Chamber’s
institutional capabilities.” This will be achieved by
developing the Chamber’s services for its members,
enhancing its digital presence and engagement with
the technology community, and launching initiatives
and programs that provide genuine added value to
Chamber members.

Basata Enables Cash-In and Cash-Out for All
Mobile Wallets Across 120,000 Points of Sale

By : Wael Magdy
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Basata Holding for Financial Payments
S.AEE, a leading fintech company
specializing in digital payments, has
announced the launch of a new service
aimed at facilitating users’ daily
financial transactions by expanding its
cash-in and cash-out services across
its point-of-sale network to include
all mobile wallets, after

previously being limited

to Vodafone Cash only. :nbm

This move reflects the

company’s strategy to

expand its services and

reach the widest possible user base,
further strengthening its position
as a key player in Egypt’s digital
payments sectorThis development
marks a significant upgrade to Basata’s
platform, as customers are no longer
restricted to specific locations to
conduct their transactions. Instead,
they can now perform deposits and
withdrawals quickly and conveniently
through Basata’s extensive merchant
network, which includes more than
120,000 points of sale. The expansion
is supported by a massive user base
exceeding 40 million active mobile
wallets, reinforcing Basata’s role as

economy with individuals’ everyday
cash transactions.
Commenting on the launch, Karim
Shehata, CEO of Basata Holding for
Financial Payments, said:
“Technology should serve as a tool to
simplify people’s lives. In this spirit,
we are pleased at Basata to expand our
cash-in and cash-out
services to cover all
mobile wallets through
. our nationwide
POS network. This
step aims to enable
faster and more flexible financial
transactions, enhancing the overall
user experience and making everyday
payments smoother and more
accessible anywhere across Egypt.”
He added:“This expansion reflects
Basata’s ongoing commitment to
delivering  innovative  payment
solutions that serve various segments
of society. We strive to reach the
largest possible base of users and
recognize the importance of this step
in strengthening Basata’s role as one of
the key players in the digital payments
sector, not only in Egypt but also
across the wider region.”

SEZONE Development Company,
Benaa consulting group) conducted
a public tender for The Expansion
Area 6 Km2 - Construction Works
for TEDA TOWN Phase 1

II. Project Overview and Bidding
Scope:

(1) ProjectOverview: The Expansion
Area 6 Km2 - Construction Works
for TEDA TOWN Phase 1, the
main construction content includes
the excavation, Factory building

steel structure and concrete
structure, commercial buildings
concrete structure and outside

facilities includes fences and guard
room, Roads network, Water and
Fire Network, Sewage Network,
electricity and cables Network and
Street Lighting Network.

(2) Construction site: The project
is located in The Expansion Area 6
Km?2 of 3rd sector of north-west Gulf
of Suez Economic Zone, TEDA, Ain
Sokhna Industrial Zone, Suez Canal
Economic Zone, Egypt.

(3) The planned construction period
requirements: (9) months after the

period will be confirmed in the
contract).

(4) Project quality requirements:
meet the Egyptian acceptance
standards.

III. Contractor Qualifications:
The contractor (or a party to the
contractor consortium) must have
the construction qualification issued
by the Egyptian Federation of
Construction Contractors.

IV. Deadline for Announcement and
Acquisition of Bidding Documents
(Egyptian Time):

(1) The bidding announcement of
this tender project will be published
from 15/03/2026 to 19/03/2026.

(2) The deadline for obtaining
the tendering documents for this
bidding project is: 19/03/2026.
(3) The deadline for submission
of the bidding documents for this
bidding project is: 06/04/2026.
(4) The tenderer will not accept
any bidder who fails to receive the
bidding documents within the time
limit.

V. The Control Price should be:

Documents?

Bidders should obtain the bidding
documents from the consultant
office from 10 o’clock to 3 o’clock
(PM) Egyptian Time.

VIIL Submission of tender
documents:

Refer to the tender document (Very
Important Condition).

VIII. Contact:

Consultant: BENAA Consulting
Group

Representative: Dr. ALAA El -
SAYED “Chairman”

Office Address: 4, Road 262, New
Maadi, Cairo — Egypt

Phone: +02 01226735111

Email: benaa_group@yahoo.com |,

info@benaa.com.eg

Owner: Egypt TEDA SEZONE
Development Company
Representative: Eng. Ahmed Abd
El-Baky

Office Address: 3rd sector of

North-West Gulf of Suez Economic
Zone, TEDA, Ain Sokhnah Phone:
01066652311

Email: a.abdelbaky @egyteda.com

Manipal Academy of Higher
Education (MAHE) Dubai Podcast
Examines the Pace of Change

By ; Wael Magdy

As the UAE accelerates its Education 33 agenda to
strengthen research, attract global institutions and
position itself as a knowledge-driven economy, a
central question is emerging: can higher education
evolve at the same pace as industry?

That question formed the core of the latest episode
of Beyond Boundaries, the podcast by Manipal
Academy of Higher Education (MAHE) Dubai
exploring employability and the future of education.
The episode brought together Dr. Roma Raina, Head
of Corporate Alliances & Partnerships at MAHE
Dubai, and Mahesh Shahdadpuri, Founder and CEO
of TASC Group, to examine how hiring, skills and
workforce models are changing in real time.

With companies increasingly deploying Al-driven
recruitment systems and automation tools, the
speed of change inside organisations is accelerating.
Industry cycles are shortening, and roles are being
redesigned faster than curricula can be rewritten.
From an academic standpoint, the challenge is not
predicting specific job titles, many of which may
not yet exist, but preparing students for multiple
transitions across their careers.

“Five years ago, we didn’t know what prompt
engineering was,” said Dr. Roma Raina, Head
of Corporate Alliances & Partnerships at MAHE
Dubai. “Degree is not the finish line, it is the
starting point.

Chaired by the Minister of Communications:

By : Mohamed Essam

OPPO and MediaTek Showcase On-Device AI Innovations at MWC 2026

device Al Translate and Al Portrait Glow

The National Council for Artificial Intelligence reviews its 2023 strategy
achievements and adopts the National AI Governance Framework

By: Pakinam Khaled

The National Council for
Artificial Intelligence,
Quantum  Computing, and
Emerging Technologies held a
meeting chaired by Engineer
Raafat Hindi, Minister
of  Communications  and
Information Technology, with
the participation of council
members and a number of
experts specializing in various
fields.

The meeting reviewed the
implementation status of the
National Artificial Intelligence
Strategy and the achievements
of its first year, 2025.

The comparative study of
Al governance frameworks,
prepared by the Egyptian Center
for Artificial Intelligence in
December 2025 and published
on the council’s official
website, was also highlighted.
During the meeting, Engineer
Raafat Hindi affirmed that
Egypt is making successful
strides in the field of digital
transformation and artificial
intelligence. He pointed to
several international indicators
reflecting Egypt’s progress in
this area, noting that Egypt
advanced to 22nd place globally

in the 2025 Government Digital
Maturity Index (GTMI) issued
by the World Bank. Egypt has
also made significant progress
in the 2025 Government Al
Readiness Index published by
Oxford Insights, ranking first in
Africa and advancing 14 places
globally to reach 51st out of
195 countries. It also moved
up to third place among Arab
countries, compared to seventh
place the previous year. Egypt
topped the global rankings in
the Policy Capability pillar
of the same index, reflecting
the development of national

frameworks and  policies
supporting  the  adoption
of artificial intelligence

technologies.

Engineer Raafat Hindi also
reviewed several developments
related to  strengthening
institutional infrastructure

and international cooperation
in advanced technology,
including Egypt’s signing of
the United Nations Convention
against Cybercrime, as well
as ongoing efforts to establish
the Egyptian-African Center
for Preventing and Combating
Cybercrime in cooperation with
the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime. This center
will contribute to supporting the
capabilities of African countries
in addressing cybersecurity
challenges.

Engineer Raafat Hindi noted
that Egypt hosted the Al
Everything Middle East and
Africa Summit and Exhibition,
under the patronage of His
Excellency the President o f
the Republic, organized by
the GITEX Global Network,
in strategic partnership with
ITIDA. He explained that

witnessed the
of a range
applications and
including Egypt’s
Arabic  language = model,
“Karnak.” The summit
also saw the participation
of several leading global
and regional companies in
the field of technology and
artificial ~ intelligence,  in
addition to broad international
participation ~ from  global
investment funds specializing
in startup innovations.
Engineer Raafat Hindi also
mentioned Egypt’s participation
in the AI Impact Summit held
in India from February 19-20. A
high-level Egyptian delegation
participate d in the summit,
which saw th e participation
of represen t atives from
approximate 1 y 130 countries,
including s o me 60 ministers
and deputy ministers. A high-
level minis terial session was
also held, addressing the pivotal
role of artificial intelligence in
supporting economic and social
development. Egypt delivered
a speech during the summit’s
main sessio n and actively
participated in all its working
groups.

the summit
announcement
of digital
solutions,

OPPO and MediaTek showcased new on-
device Al advancements at MediaTek’s
“Al for Life” keynote during Mobile
World Congress (MWC) 2026. Jason Liao,
President of the OPPO Research Institute,
highlighted how deep collaboration
between the two companies is accelerating
Al deployment on smartphones.

The event marked the rollout of new
on-device Al capabilities, progress on
the jointly developed Omni Model, and
advances in cross-ecosystem connectivity
— outlining a shared vision for the next
generation of Al Phones.

As mobile experiences become increasingly
Al-driven, OPPO is advancing its Al
strategy centered on “New Computing,
New Perception, and New Ecosystem.”
At the core of this strategy is “On-
device Compute”, enabling low-latency,
privacy-preserving, and personalized Al
experiences. As Jason Liao emphasized,
“On-device Compute is a cornerstone
of OPPO’s Al strategy, making Al a

vivo Egypt Appoints Raghda Amer as Head of Public Relations and Communications

By : Basel Khaled

vivo Egypt has announced the appointment of
Raghda Amer as Head of Public Relations and
Communications, reinforcing the company’s
commitment to strengthening its corporate
and

communications, media
government  affairs.

engagement,

Amer brings extensive experience in public
relations and corporate communications within
the technology and smartphone sector. She
previously served as PR Manager at OPPO

OPEO | MEMATE

P

perceptible, real-time experience integrated
into everyday usage.” This shared vision
underpins the deep collaboration between
OPPO and MediaTek on flagship chip
platforms, accelerating the transition of
on-device Al from technical concept to
scalable deployment.

Powered by the MediaTek Dimensity
9500 platform, OPPO’s self-developed on-

Egypt, where she led key media initiatives,
strengthened relationships with major media
outlets, and contributed to organizing high-
profile events and product launches thatenhanced
the company’s presence in the Egyptian market.
In her new role, Amer will lead vivo Egypt’s
relations
strategies, while also supporting the company’s
government engagement efforts, contributing to
strengthening the vivo brand and supporting its

communications and media

growth in the Egyptian market.

now deliver performance comparable
to cloud-based solutions. These features
will soon roll out to OPPO Find X9
Series through the upcoming ColorOS 16
software update.

The on-device Al Translate can run
directly on the device, achieving an
average 15% improvement in accuracy
over conventional approaches while
supporting seamless multilingual
translation. It maintains stable output
even without internet connectivity or
under weak signal conditions, enabling
reliable  translation across diverse
scenarios.

Meanwhile, on-device Al Portrait
Glow enhances portraits captured in
challenging lighting environments.
By intelligently analyzing and
reconstructing  scene  illumination,

it improves results in dim or backlit
conditions while maintaining natural
without network

rendering — all
reliance.
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