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Sponsored by the Ministries of Communication and Solidarity:
Vodafone Egypt launches a hackathon of assistive technologies based
on artificial intelligence for people with special needs

By: Bakinam Khaled -
ohamed Elttar

Vodafone Egypt launched a hackathon
of assistive technologies based on
artificial intelligence for people with
special needs, to be the first private
sector company in Egypt to develop
tools dedicated to facilitating the
lives of individuals with special
needs in aspects of their daily and
practical lives, under the auspices of
the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology. , over the
course of 3 days, from January 22 to
24, as part of the company’s interest
in providing various services and
facilitating the lives of all individuals.
It is scheduled that registration for the
“Hackathon” will start on December
25, and the qualifiers will start from
January 8toJanuary 12, and registration
will be available to students of the last
academic year up to the age of 35,
provided that applicants have special
needs. Engineering graduates, or any
educational background in finance or
marketing, in addition to Vodafone
Egypt employees. Five teams will be
formed to compete, provided that three
winning teams will be selected from
among the applicants, who presented
innovative and distinguished models.
They will have an opportunity to

obtain Vodafone Egypt support. To
transform their ideas and models into
practical aids or products.

For his part, Mahmoud EI-Khatib,
Head of Business Sector at Vodafone
Egypt, said that the Hackathon is a
competition designed for individuals
who have ideas for useful and
innovative practical tools, and need
support to transform the idea into a
real product, and it is an important
event in which developers who
have skills in the field of software
development gather to participate in

Developing projects or applications
that help provide various services
in an easy way for anyone to use,
pointing out that anyone who has the
spirit of innovation to adapt modern
technologies such as the Internet
of Things, artificial intelligence or
technical development in formulating
tools that help people with special
needs in the workplace can participate
in the hackathon.

For her part, Naglaa Kenawy, Head of
Human Resources Sector at Vodafone
Egypt, said that the Hackathon is

a great opportunity to develop the
skills and capabilities of young
people, by helping and guiding them
on how to start implementing their
ideas and projects. It is also a good
opportunity to embrace creative
ideas that contribute to facilitating
the lives of individuals with special
needs, whether In public life or in the
workplace, within the framework of
Vodafone Egypt’s keenness to employ
people with special needs and benefit
from their capabilities, and to create
opportunities and initiatives that help
them unleash their ideas and dreams,
and an opportunity to express their
needs and even contribute to providing
some innovative solutions.

It is worth noting that Vodafone

Egypt, represented by Vodafone
Smart  Solutions, launched the
“Digital Community Hackathon”

last year to support young cadres in
the field of digital transformation,
as part of the company’s efforts to
support youth in innovation, and its
belief in the importance of creating
opportunities and initiatives that
help them launch Unleash their
ideas and dreams, and work on
implementing many activities and
ideas of a distinguished and creative
nature.
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ITU-led Partner2Connect records
nearly USD 30 billion in global
commitments to bring the world online

By : Amir Taha — Rasha Hussein
Commitments worth USD 29.92 billion have been
pledged since March to bring the world’s hardest-
to-connect communities online, according to
the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU), the United Nations specialized agency for
information and communication technologies.
The total commitments, coming in 578
pledges from around the world, include cash to
funding as well as policy, programme and
advocacy efforts mobilized since the launch
of a dedicated pledging platform to extend
Internet reach around the globe.

The updated figure for the pledges in support
of global connectivity was announced during
the first annual meeting of the Partner2Connect
Digital Coalition in Geneva, Switzerland, on
Thursday.

“It is heartening to see the international
community from so many sectors focus on
bringing digital connectivity to all,” said ITU
Secretary-General Houlin Zhao. “ITU is
uniquely positioned to support this effort and we
will continue to mobilize our distinctive and
diverse public-private membership base around
concrete commitments to connect the world.”
ITU formed Partner2Connect two years
ago as a global platform to expand digital
connectivity.

To date, pledges mobilized by the coalition
have come from 280 entities representing
118 countries. The commitments — made by

meaningful

support

governments, businesses and civil society —
are for projects in the drive for universal and
connectivity.

Earlier this year, ITU reported that 2.7 billion
people remain unconnected to the Internet, a
number equivalent to roughly one-third of the
world population.

The pledges mobilized are especially meant
developing countries
connectivity is lagging and the digital gender
gap is widest.

According to ITU’s Facts and Figures 2022,
released last week, only 26 per cent of people
in lower-income c ountries use the Internet,
with 21 per cent of women in those countries
being online compared to 32 per cent of men.
“The digital divi de is no longer ju st a
technology divide
divide,” said Doreen Bogdan-Martin, Director
of ITU’s Telecomm unication Developm ent
Bureau and ITU Se cretary-General-el ect.
“We live in a world filled with crisis and
need. For its part, Partner2Connect’s success
in mobilizing commitments will be central to
global efforts to get every person online.”
Access to the Internet is a critic al element
of global development efforts, including the
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals .
The funding, services, technical support, and
other assistance detailed in the pledges will
improve access to — and preparedness for —
digital technolog ies.

where

— it is an opport unity
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Climate change is one of the greatest environmental
challenges, and social concern about it grows year
by year. According to the International Energy
Agency (IEA), Power-coal is the largest emitter of
energy-related CO2 (29%), followed by Industry
(23%), Transport (23%), Buildings (10%), Power-

Considering that sustainability has become more
important than ever before, decarbonisation is
imperative. In simplistic terms, decarbonisation
aims to reduce carbon emissions resulting from
human activity, with an ultimate goal to end it.
To attain deep decarbonisation, public and private
companies, entrepreneurs, and citizens need to
rethink how we produce and consume energy
and develop a framework to switch to renewable
or low-energy resources. Several countries and
companies across all industries are working
towards initiatives to become carbon neutral by
2050. While progress is being made at global,
national, sector and local levels, there still is a lot

According to experts, the world will require an
estimated average of $5 trillion a year until 2050
of climate-related investments to reach net-zero

In the same context, the UAE’s Blue Carbon
was formed to create environmental assets,
register
removal projects under eligible methodologies.
natural-based removal
and emerging technological strategies to help
businesses and government utilities define their
sustainable frameworks and transit to a low carbon

carbon

The company has a portfolio of several clients and
aims to assist them in achieving carbon emission.
Recently Blue Carbon also signed an agreement
with Oracle Energy Limited, to enable Oracle
Energy to cut down its carbon emissions and
explore opportunities to advance its net-zero goals.
The company is also assisting the UAE with several
milestone projects as the country aims to become
carbon neutral by 2050 and is focusing on the
development of clean energy projects. The UAE
has Dh600bn worth of clean and renewable energy
investments planned over the next three decades.
While we understand that decarbonisation will
lead to a green and enhanced climate model,
phasing out the use of fossil fuels will also boost
the economy. According to research conducted by
the New Climate Economy, expanding low-carbon
technologies could result in economic benefits to

It is therefore important that every business
reviews how carbon removal can be incorporated
into their operations to create a global culture of
accountability for carbon emissions. A process
of continual improvement and decarbonisation
will reduce reliance on others and enhance self-

CEO of Blue Carbon }

InfraX and GOSPACE Engage in a Strategic
Partnership to Offer Advanced IoT-Based

Parking Solutions in the UAE

By : Wael Elhosany - Samah
Saeed

InfraX, a subsidiary of Digital DEWA,
the digital arm of Dubai Electricity
and Water Authority (PJSC), signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with GOSPACE, a pioneer in the IoT
field that specializes in microelectronic
systems, telecommunication
systems, internet of things and space
technologies.

Signed between Rashid Al Ahmadi,
COO of InfraX and Saleh Derraksh,
Head of partnership at GOSPACE,
the MoU will pave the way for a
joint collaboration between InfraX
and GOSPACE allowing the latter to
venture into the UAE market under
InfraX umbrella to provide its advanced
0T based parking solutions the in UAE.
“InfraX is committed to enrich the
digital ecosystem by bringing new
and cutting-edge technologies to the
UAE. Our partnership with GOSPACE
will not only expand our portfolio
of innovative solutions, but also
create enormous opportunities for
government and enterprise clients to
enhance customer experiences, increase
operational efficiency and save the
environment. While this is our first
step with GOSPACE, we are looking at
exploring more trails for the next phase
of partnership with them,” said Rashid
Al Ahmadi, COO of InfraX.
GOSPACE will Jointly work with
InfraX to provide its turn-key parking
solutions in the UAE utilizing InfraX IoT
public networks The dynamic parking
solution based on high-precision and
cost-effective IOT parking sensors will
offer sustainable and efficient parking
management and provide a premium
experience to citizens and residents of
the UAE while relieving them of all
tedious parking-related activities.
“As an organisation, our goal is to offer
smart IoT solutions and services by
collaborating with market leaders and
established partners. We are proud to
associate with InfraX that has a proven
track record in providing the world’s best
IoT solutions within the local market.
We are confident that collaboration with
partner like InfraX will substantially
help to bring latest state-of-the-art smart
parking innovations and digitize the user
experience within the local market,” said
Pavol Tur¢ina, CEO of GOSPACE.

GOSPACE has

gained a unique
experience with space hardware
projects including cooperation with
the European Space Agency (ESA)
and continues its journey with IoT
based on a virtue like miniaturization,

long-distance communication,
space-qualified electronics, and
telecommunication technologies.

B.TECH awarded “The MostInnovative
Omni-channel Consumer Electronics
Retailer” by Global Economics

By : Ali Eldeeb - Bakinam Khaled
B.TECH, Egypt’s leading consumer
electronics retailer and one of the top
home appliances distributors, won
the “Most Innovative Omni-channel
Consumer Electronics Retailer” Award
for 2022 from Global Economics
Magazine, UK.

The Global Economics award
recognizes the best-performing
companies in various business sectors
on the regional and international
levels including technology, banking,
healthcare, real estate, hospitality,
transportation, logistics, and others.
B.TECH was selected to receive this
award driven by its continuous efforts
to embed innovation into its various

business verticals, the expansion in the
e-commerce field, and providing the
best-in-class services for its customers
across Egypt.

The scope of innovative services
that entailed B.TECH to collect
this prestigious award included the
unprecedented growth the company
managed to achieve through its digital
assets that included the website and
mobile application securing more than
70 million visits in addition to launching
a special section for the company’s
products on Noon, the leading
e-commerce platform in the region. In
addition to its online footprint, B.TECH
is constantly expanding its network
of stores which currently stands at
152 stores in 34 cities across 24
governorates nationwide as part of its
strategy to open a store that is only 15
minutes away from each customer. The
Minicash service is another competitive
service provided by B.TECH to provide
its customers with installment plans
with different tenures, fast delivery
of products, no down payment, and
various payment options whether cash
or online. B.TECH also has a “Curb
Pickup” car purchase service through

its B. TECH X branches located across
several vital areas such as gas stations
and shopping malls. The company is
also keen on introducing new concepts
in the local market led by its “cyberzone”
designated for gamers inside the stores
and the cooperation with InTouch, the
global platform, to develop the first
electronic media platform in stores in
the Middle East and North Africa.

Commenting on this award, Dr.
Mahmoud Khattab, Chairman and
CEO of B.TECH, said “It is always an
honor to have our work recognized. We
are proud of this valuable award from
a prestigious international institution
such as Global Economics which is
a testament to the collective efforts
of B.TECH’s team as they thrive to
provide a distinguished se strategy built
on innovation as we aim to provide our
customers with outstanding services
while enhancing the pace of digital
transformation within the company.”
Based in London, United Kingdom, The
Global Economics is an international
magazine specializing in the business
and economics sector providing in-
depth insights into various economic
fields and presenting annual awards.

World Competitiveness Yearbook 2022 positions Saudi Arabia
6th in the Attitude and Values category

By : Rasha Hussein — Ali Eldeeb
The World Competitiveness

Development (IMD), the

and infrastructure.

Yearbook
2022 Peer Group rankings, positions Saudi
Arabia 6th in the Attitude and Values
category. Published by Switzerland-based
International Institute for Management
World
Competitiveness Yearbook assesses and
ranks 63 economies around the world and
bases its classification typically on four
main indicators — economic performance,
government efficiency, business efficiency

Saudi Arabia’s 6th position for Attitude
and Values denotes the country’s business
efficiency in conducting business, positive
attitude towards globalisation, openness
to foreign ideas and investments, business
competitiveness,
and social reforms, flexibility to conduct
business in the Kingdom and enhanced
digital transformation.

Given that digital transformation is a key
area of success for Saudi Arabia, many
small and midsize business decision makers
in the kingdom are now using business
management software to be compliant to

advanced economic

latest regulations, generate e-invoices and
improve customer experiences as part of
digitising their business operations.

“Digitalization and business management
software have proven they can benefit
SME:s. They are seeing the value technology
can bring, whether it is to drive revenue,
enhance operations
Moreover, business management software
can help SMEs reduce costs, standardize,
and automate business processes and reduce
the reliance on manpower. That’s not all,
SMEs are now able to comply with various
tax regulations easily, have better knowledge

or scale business.

and information on their finances, as well as
achieve their goals, by going paperless,”
said Vikas R Panchal, General Manager —
MENA, Tally Solutions.

In KSA, thousands of SMEs use Tally’s
business management software to manage
VAT, accounting, and competitiveness in
the market. The concurrent multilingual
capability (English and Arabic) of the
software has made it easier for major
Asian and Arab nationalities for financial
planning,
optimization.

“SME:s are the lifeline of an economy, as

budgeting, and  process

such it is imperative that they invest in the
right tools. This will not only help them
contribute to the growth of the economy,
but also help them stay ahead of the curve.
In addition, having the right technology
in place to automate compliance reduces
a lot of inadvertent errors, which can ease
the pressure that comes with managing
finances,” added Mr. Panchal.

In KSA, the SME sector make up more
than 80% of all enterprises, significantly
contributing towards inclusive economic
growth. With growing number of SMEs,
digitisation is taking the front seat.

In the future,
Egypt will
become the
largest producer
of green
hydrogen in
Africa, with

20 million tons
annually

By: Rasha Hussein - Ali
ElDeeb

The Information and
Decision Support Center
at the Council of Ministers
affirmed its  continuous
keenness to follow up
studies and reports issued
by international institutions
and bodies that deal with
Egyptian affairs or fall
within the scope of its
interest, in order to benefit
from them and work to
make them available to
decision-makers and citizens
within the framework of
an integrated system of
information availability.
In this context, the center
followed the report published
by the American Bloomberg
Agency, which referred to
the study co-issued by the
European Investment Bank,
the African Union and the
International Solar Energy
Alliance, and indicated that
the African continent has
the capacity to produce 1
trillion euros worth of green
hydrogen annually by 2035.
, which allows it to export
green fuel and boost the
local industry, and that by
harnessing the enormous
potential of solar energy, a
number of countries on the
continent can produce fuel at
a cost of less than 2 euros per
kilogram by 2030.

The study assumed that
green hydrogen would be
produced in 3 main axes
on the continent; They are
Egypt, the axis of Northwest
Africa in Morocco and
Mauritania, and the axis of
southern Africa in Namibia
and South Africa. Egypt will
be the largest producer with
20 million tons annually, and
the second will be the axis
of southern Africa with 17.5
million tons, while Morocco
and Mauritania can produce
together 12.5 million tons. .
The study added that
although green hydrogen
production plans are more
advanced in those countries,
a number of other countries
including Algeria, Nigeria
and Mozambique have the
ability to start production,
adding that Africa will be
able to export about half of
this amount, which would
enable it to Saving the
equivalent of 15 percent of
the current gas used in the
European  Union.




Samsung International Scholarship in partnership with Telecom Egypt:

The Minister of Communications witnesses the graduation ceremony
of WE Schools of Applied Technology students

By: Bakinam Khaled - Wael
Elhosany

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of
Communications and Information
Technology, witnessed the
graduation ceremony of WE
Schools of Applied Technology

students from the Samsung
International ~ Scholarship  for
Coding and Programming

Programs, which is one of the
most important grants offered by
the Samsung Innovation Campus
by Samsung International and
under the auspices of the
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology, with the
aim of Qualifying students for the
labor market by developing their
professional skills and raising
the level of competencies and
technological  skills.

Samsung International, in
cooperation with Telecom Egypt
and under the auspices of the
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology, designed
and implemented a distinguished
training program in the field of
coding and programming and
presented it to about 973 male and
female students in the laboratories

of WE Applied Technology
Schools in the governorates of
Cairo, Giza, Alexandria, Suez,
Dakahlia, and Minya. During the
period from April 13 to October
9, 2022, 193 students from WE
Schools of Applied Technology
were trained last year, bringing
the total number of recipients
of the Samsung International
Scholarship to 1166 students,
under the supervision of a team of
about 90 trainers and coordinators.
For his part, Dr. Amr Talaat,
Minister of Communications
and Information Technology,
emphasized that the goal of
establishing WE Schools of
Applied Technology is to change
the traditional stereotype about
technical education, and to prepare
a generation of technicians and
technicians who understand the
importance of knowledge, science
and technology and are able to
apply and adapt it. Pointing out
that the success of these schools in
achieving their vision is the result
of the fruitful cooperation between
the Ministries of Communications
and Information Technology,
the Ministries of Education and
Technical Education, Telecom

Egypt, and the private sector.

Dr. Amr Talaat added that
WE  Schools of  Applied
Technology were established

according to a vision that is in
line with the determinants of
the capacity building strategy
implemented by the Ministry of
Communications and Information
Technology, namely; First:
comprehensiveness, as there are
currently 7 schools spread across
the various governorates, second:

specialization by honing students’
skills in the disciplines most in
demand in the current and future
labor market, and third: partnership

with major international
specialized companies to provide
the latest technological programs,
laboratories and equipment at the
highest level, and fourth: The
association of technical training
withbuilding personal capabilities,
strengthening language skills, and
hosting international companies

for trainees to provide practical
experiences.

Dr. Amr Talaat praised the joint
cooperation between all elements
of the telecommunications and
information technology sector in
this event, as the governmental
sector, represented by the
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology and its
affiliates, combined efforts with
civil society institutions and
international companies operating
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in Egypt.

For his part, Eng. Adel Hamed,
Managing Director and CEO of
Telecom Egypt, said: “Telecom
Egypt continues to play its societal
role in supporting and developing
the technical education system
in Egypt through WE Schools
of Applied Technology, which
ensures the preparation of a
generation of qualified technical
workers capable of competing

in the local, regional and
international communications
market.

He added that our partnership
with the global Samsung company
is an important step on the way to
developing students’ skills on the
latest technology in the world and
giving them the ability to compete
strongly in the labor market.”

On the other hand, Dr. Amr Basila,
Head of the Central Administration
for the Development of Technical
Education, and Director of the
Applied Technology  Schools
Operation and  Management
Unit, praised the constructive
and fruitful cooperation between
the Ministry of Education and
Technical Education and the
Ministry of Communications and

Information Technology in the
WE Schools model for applied
technology, which began in
2020 with one school in Cairo
Governorate. By the year 2022,
it will reach 7 applied technology
schools specialized in the fields of
communications and information

technology in 7  different
governorates, namely  Cairo,
Giza, Alexandria, Dakahlia,

Suez, Minya, and the New Valley,
with a total number of students
exceeding 2,100 students, and 165
teachers.

For his part, Ahmed Gaafar,
Head of Marketing Sector at
Samsung Egypt, said: “We are
pleased with Samsung Egypt’s
partnership with the Ministry
of Communications and the Wii
Company, which aimed to train
more than 1,000 students from the
Wii Applied Technology Schools
on coding and programming
skills. This partnership reflects
the interest of all parties. By
building cadres that keep pace
with global developments in
various fields of technology and
preparing them for the labor
market to be a driving force for
the national economy.

ITU Telecommunication Development
Sector (ITU-D) study groups address
meaningful connectivity and digital

transformation

By : Amir Taha — Mohamed Elttar

The first meetings of Study Groups 1 and 2
in the ITU Telecommunication Development
S e ctor (ITU-D) for the 2022-2025 study
period took place in Geneva, Switzerland, and
online, with focus on meaningful connectivity
and digital transformation.

The study groups addressed 14 new study
Q u estions adopted at
WTDC that range from
d e ploying broadband
in developing countries
t o considering ICTs
for the environment.
T h e meetings for
S tudy Groups 1 and
2  took place from
2 8 November to 2
D e cember and from
5 to 9 December
r e spectively.
“ITU-D study groups
provide the opportunity
to consider the most pressing issues related
t o telecommunication and development,”
said ITU Secretary-General Houlin Zhao.
“Participants at these meetings are doing their
part to ensure that technology is used for the
greatest possible human benefit.”

I'TU-D study groups allow ITU members
f o cused on digital development to share
k n owledge, experiences, and innovative
ideas on how information and communication
technologies (ICTs) can help meet the UN
S u stainable Development Goals.

The study groups produce reports, guidelines,
a n d recommendations to help countries,
companies and other organizations implement
te lecommunication/ICT policies, strategies,
projects and initiatives.

“Study groups are an integral part of ITU’s
work to promote digital transformation for
all,” said Doreen Bogdan-Martin, Director
o f the Telecommunication Development
B u reau and ITU
S e cretary-General-
elect. “These pivotal
meetings help steer the
conversation about the
future of information
a n d communication
t e chnologies and
help us explore new
p o ssibilities for a
b r ighter and more
i n clusive world for
all.”

Discussions hosted by
the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) focused on each group’s designated
topics: “Enabling environment for meaningful
connectivity” for Study Group 1 and “Digital
transformation” for Study Group 2.

T h e new study Questions for the two
ITU-D study groups were adopted at the
W o rld Telecommunication Development
C o nference (WTDC) in Kigali, Rwanda,
from 6 to 16 June 2022. Each study group
addressed seven of the new study Questions.

Inclusion Expert Encourages Company
Leaders to Expand Their DEI Conversations

By ; Ibrahim Ahmed —
Bakinam Khaled

Attracting and retaining diverse
talent builds stronger businesses
capable of deeper client
connections, but are the leaders
behind DEI efforts missing a
critical piece of the puzzle?
“I wanted to expand the
conversation around diversity,
equity and inclusion because it’s
not just race; it’s not just gender;
it’s not just sexual orientation
— it’s those things but so much
more,” inclusion consultant
Christopher “CJ” Gross said in a
recent interview.

That “so much more” Gross
refers to is the concept of class
division and the brain science
behind class bias.

“I wrote the book
because people were not
having that conversation,”
Gross noted. “They were
having what I would consider a
topical conversation about the
symptoms of the problem and
not the actual problem. And if
you don’t address the problem,
the symptoms will persist.”
Inhis new book, What’s Your Zip
Code Story? Understanding
and Overcoming Class Bias
in the Workplace, Gross takes
a deep dive into the ways in
which where and how a  person
grew up can impact employment
opportunities and where the

discussion regarding class bias
fits into a company’s DEI efforts.
“The renewed focus on
class, race, and equality in
the workplace and beyond is
making an indelible mark on
society,” Gross said. “This
clarion call for change is
sweeping inequality from every
corner of the nation, including
law enforcement, schools and
businesses.”

What’'s  Your Zip Code
Story offers research-based
solutions for  employees

seeking professional growth
and for business leaders
seeking new ways to engage
their teams. Gross provides

strategies to  help class-
migrants — whether college
students, recent graduates

or overlooked
— climb the career lattice

employees

and transform themselves
from undervalued employees
into respected leaders. He
also offers insights to help
organizations understand
the impact of diversity on
a  business’s  productivity,
turnover and revenue.
What’s Your Zip Code Story is
a powerful book that expands
the conversation surrounding
class bias, race and equity
in the workplace, and offers
effective  solutions.

“Each of us has our biases and
cultural preferences, which
makes it very hard for us to
understand the perspectives of
others,” Gross added. “It’s time
we talked about it.”

Social Ventures and Innovators Around the World Invited
to Apply for the ASME ISHOW Accelerator

By : Wael Elhosany — Sameh

Saeed
The American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME) is currently

accepting applications from social
entrepreneurs focusing on hardware
innovations for the 2023 ASME
Innovation = Showcase  (ISHOW).
The prestigious global hardware
accelerator is open to individuals and
organizations taking physical products
to market that will have a positive
social and/or environmental impact
and that improve the quality of life
around the world.

Applicants should have an existing
prototype and interest in receiving
financial/technical support and access
to expert networks that can assist in
taking their product to market. ASME
ISHOW finalists receive product
exposure, advice, and technical
insights through ISHOW’s rigorous
review methodology. Finalist will have
a chance to earn a share of $200,000
in seed grants, in-kind support,
design services, travel stipends, and
marketing and business development
assets.

Eight finalists are chosen for each of
three regional events from hundreds of
applications received each year. The
deadline for applications is February 7
for entrepreneurs in India and the Asia

Pacific region seeking consideration

for ISHOW India. Finalists for
ISHOW India will be invited to
present their pitches as part of ASME
India Innovation Week, a weeklong
program of events for engineering
educators, students, and entrepreneurs
April 1-4 in Bengaluru.

“We are proud to offer a forum for
engineering problem-solving that truly
improves lives,” said ASME Executive
Director/CEO Tom Costabile. “We are
continually impressed by the creative
talent of ASME ISHOW participants
and their passion for helping

underserved communities around the
world. We look forward to engaging
in person with the vibrant engineering
community within India when we
return to Bengaluru this spring.”
The application deadline is April 14
for innovators in the Middle East
and Africa seeking consideration for
ISHOW Kenya, a virtual event to be
held June 6-14; applications are due
June 1 for social entrepreneurs in the
Americas seeking consideration for
ISHOW USA scheduled for July. Three
companies selected at each event will
join the ISHOW 2023 cohort.

“Social enterprises, now more than
ever, need the support of the global
impact community,” says lana Aranda,
director of ASME’s Engineering
Global Development sector that
houses ISHOW. “Social entrepreneurs
around the world, including many
ISHOW  ventures, are on the
frontlines of crisis response and the
advancement of the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals. We
are aggressively focused on providing
these innovators with accessible
platforms for capacity building, expert
engagement and co-design of scaling

strategies suited for today’s dynamic
markets. Ensuring their success is of
paramount importance.”

The 2023 ISHOW cohort will be invited
to the annual ISHOW Bootcamp in
the fall to receive an extensive and
customized design and engineering
review by experts recruited to guide
them as they scale to market. They will
also have a chance to earn a second
round of seed grants from ASME. They
become part of the ISHOW alumni
network, an international community of
hardware innovators and stakeholders
with exclusive access to experts and
resources.

ASME ISHOW annually matches up
to 24 carefully selected innovators
with appropriate engineering experts
to ensure that the proposed hardware

solutions are technologically,
environmentally,  culturally, and
financially  sustainable. =~ ASME’s

panel of judges and experts includes
successful entrepreneurs, academics,
engineers, designers, investors, and
industry representatives from leading
organizations in India, Kenya, and
the United States. These subject-area
experts provide technical and strategic
guidance based on ISHOW's four key
pillars:  customer/user knowledge,
hardware validation, manufacturing
optimization, and implementation
strategy.

Healthcare in the
Comfort of your home

BY :ALKA UTTAMCHANDANI,

Times are changing and with the evolution of healthcare
practices, home care is gaining increasing importance.
Home nursing includes specialized care that lets an
individual live in the safety of their home. While the
aging population is the key audience for this sector,
home care is also used by those managing chronic
health issues; recovering from a medical setback; or
people of determination. Professional caregivers such
as nurses, doctors, and therapists provide care in the
home, depending on a person’s needs.

Covid-19 has also created a surge in-home care
services in the past few years, and the demand
for home care services is projected to grow
significantly in the following five years. What’s
more, the home care job industry is projected to
grow 36 percent from 2018 to 2028 faster than any
other occupation. International studies also suggest
that licensed practical and vocational nurse jobs
will grow by 11 percent.

Home care services depend on the individual
patient’s situation and can range from nursing care
to specialized medical services. Some of the most
popular home care services include -

Physical or occupational therapy

Some patients may need help to carry out daily duties
after an illness or injury. Home care specialists can
help a patient with physical, developmental, social,
or emotional challenges and assist in relearning
how to perform daily functions. Some patients also
seek physiotherapy to recuperate from a condition.
This includes a variety of techniques including
ultrasound, electrotherapy, TENS, hot and cold
therapy, weight training, passive movements, active
movements, stretching and strengthening, pain relief
management, gait training, rehabilitation exercises,
balance, and coordination exercises, helping
patients get back on their feet with minimum delay
and discomfort.

Pre and Post Pregnancy and New-born Care

Pre and post-pregnancy, as well as new-born care
services, are important services sought in-home
care. Services include guiding patients through
pregnancy, creating a birth plan, new-born support,
baby care, baby massage, breastfeeding tips, and
classes on how to navigate those critical first weeks
of life with a new baby.

Clinical and Specialist Care

Chronic diseases, poor health, and surgeries require
constant medical attention to help patients recover
and rebound to life. Key services here include
supporting patients with mobility, medication
administration, and wound dressing. Moreover,
for people of determination, home care service is
gaining rapid popularity.

Companionship and Senior Care Services

Some patients who are home alone may require
a companion to provide comfort and supervision.
This majorly includes the aging population.
While this can include just about anything related
to managing the daily chores, to helping with
medication. Also, some elders living with dementia,
Alzheimer, Parkinson, arthritis, and life after an
injury or a stroke, require expert help to attend to
their needs around the clock. Home care experts
provide help in managing pressure sores, pain, fall
risks, ventilators, and tube feeding among other
senior care services that are custom designed with
elderly care in mind.

Home care services can offer patients optimum
care in familiar surroundings. It can enable safety,
security, and increased independence; and can ease
the management of an ongoing medical condition.
In addition, it can help avoid unnecessary
hospitalization; and can lead to quick recovery
all through the care given in the comfort and
familiarity of home. Most importantly, home care
is cost-effective and can be customized based on an
individual’s need, making it a preferred choice for
several individuals and families to manage health
and daily chores.

General Manager, Emirates Home Nursing (EHN),
a UAE-based home healthcare provider
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