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By ; Nahla Muqalad

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications and Informa-
tion Technology, discussed with Nidal Abu Latif, President of
Avaya International Company; the meeting discussed coopera-
tion in the fields of qualification and training of human cadres
and the use of smart company software platforms to provide
the best technological solutions to support digital transforma-
tion and stimulate innovation and develop Egyptian skills in
order to enhance their competitiveness at the level The world
and improving the quality of services. It was agreed to launch
a global center to develop and modernize the software of
Avaya International in Egypt and provide its services to all
countries of the world in which the company operates and will
represent an appropriate environment to support innovation
and localize creativity in Research and development of smart
technologies and software solutions based on cloud comput-
ing and raise the efficiency of human skills.

The meeting was attended by Dr. Abeer Shaqwer, Advisor
to the Minister of Communications and Information Technol-
ogy for Community Responsibility and Services, CEO of the
National Academy for Information Technology for Persons
with Disabilities, and Eng. Ahmed Fayed, President of Avaya

Talat discusses with the president of “Avaya” International:

Launching a glohal center for research and development, training human cadres, and using
the company's technological solutions to drive digital transformation

I

Egypt.

During the meeting, Dr. Amr Talaat stressed the interest of the
Ministry of Communications and Information Technology in
cooperation with major international companies specialized
in smart technology solutions, praising the importance of co-
operation with Avaya to provide the latest technological solu-
tions and innovative technologies that contribute effectively

to the way forward towards building digital Egypt, stress-
ing The importance of digital transformation in improving
the quality of government services provided to citizens and
contributing to advancing the country’s productive capacity,
noting the efforts made by the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology to achieve its promising vision
in digital transformation in cooperation with All state agen-
cies and institutions.

For his part, Nidal Abu Latif emphasized his aspiration for
more fruitful cooperation with the Ministry of Communi-
cations and Information Technology, noting that Avaya is
keen to support the digital transformation process in Egypt
by providing the latest smart and innovative technology so-
lutions, stressing that Avaya has increased the number of its
work team in Egypt from Technology developers are at 80%,
believing that Egypt is full of qualified staff and that young
people are the backbone of the information technology sector.
The meeting included an agreement to provide the Avaya plat-
form for unified communication via the cloud computing to
the Ministry of Communications and Information Technology
employees to enable them to communicate and collaborate
more effectively, and also to train and qualify human cadres

No. 618- 13 "year Sun-12 January 2020

on the latest smart software platforms and Avaya technologies
in cooperation with the National Institute for Communications
Regulation and the Institute of Information Technology iTi, as
an extension of what The company has done the training of
trainers and the qualification of specialists to train human cad-
res at the highest level, where a new batch is graduated every
three months to meet the needs of the Egyptian market from
different specialties.

It is worth noting that the Ministry of Communications and In-
formation Technology has launched the Technical Center for
Services for Persons with Disabilities in cooperation with the
Avaya Company in order to enable people with hearing and
speech disabilities to access emergency services, ambulance,
rescue and extinguishing services through the “Wasel” appli-
cation, which allows visual communication with employees in
these agencies using Sign language and visual signs.

Avaya is a pioneering company in the field of modern technol-
ogy that has been working for more than a hundred years in
supporting organizations around the world to achieve growth
through providing smart integrated solutions for communica-
tions and leading services of its kind for employees and com-
panies.

33 hillion dollars the size of the global e-cigarette marketin 2019 ..

and Dubai will host the “electronic fumigation exhibition” next March

By: Nelly All of mid-April.

Way Joy has announced that the first Inter- He explained that the new laws issued by
national Vapor Expo (Vape Expo) in Dubai  the Emirates Authority for Standardization
will be launched from 18 to 20 March  and Metrology indicate that manufacturers,
2020 at Festival Arena, Intercontinental  wholesalers and retailers are now allowed
Dubai Festival City. The exhibition will to sell electronic fumigation and smok-
be dedicated to merchants and ing products in the country as long
businesses only on March 18th, as they meet the new standards.
while it will open to the public We also notice the interest of a
on March 19-20. More than wide segment of users in the
120 international brands and Middle East region in experi-
local distributors in the Mid- menting with electronic fumi-
dle East will participate in the gation as an effective way to
exhibition. quit regular smoking. I think it
Terry Ho, the founder of Yue is time to enter this new market.
Joy, and organizer of the first Vape According to Chinese customs data
Expo electronic fumigation exhibition and statistics of the China Electronic
in China, expects the UAE and other coun-  Cigarette Association, Hu confirmed that
tries in the Middle East will soon witness a  the global e-cigarette market reached 33
new golden era for the electronic fumiga- billion US dollars in 2019, an annual in-
tion and smoking industry. crease of 106.25%, or 14 times since the
Chinese customs data shows that e-cig- development of the industry since 2012. As
arette exports to the UAE grow 100% in  for the Chinese market, it reached Its size
October 2019 and a new set of standards  reached $ 7.87 billion in 2019, including ex-
developed by the Emirates Authority for  port sales of $ 6.26 billion. China is the source
Standardization and Metrology to legalize  of more than 90% of the world’s e-cigarette
the sale and use of electronic smoking de-  products, while the size of the United States
vices in the region will enter into force as  market reached $ 16 billion in 2019.

Nexusguard Research Shows DNS Amplification Attacks Grew Nearly

4,800% Year-over-Year: Highlighted hy Sharp Increase in TGP SYN Flood

By; Adel Farig

DNS amplification attacks continue to in-
crease in number, growing 4,788% over Q3
2018, according to Nexusguard’s Q3 2019
Threat Report. DNSSEC (Domain Name
System Security Extensions) remains the
main driver of growth of DNS amplification
attacks in the quarter, yet Nexusguard ana-
lysts have detected a sharp and concerning
rise in TCP SYN Flood attacks. TCP SYN
Flood is not a new method, but findings in-
dicate that techniques have grown in sophis-
tication and have emerged as the third most
used attack vector, behind DNS amplifica-
tion and HTTP flood attacks.

Cyberattackers have long favored DDoS
attacks that amplify damage beyond the re-
sources required, but suitable reflectors or
amplifiers are not as widely available for
DNS amplification and memcached reflec-
tion attacks. In contrast, any server with an
open TCP port is an ideal attack vector, and
such reflectors are widely available and easy
to access to cause SYN Flood reflection at-
tacks.

Consequently, SYN Flood reflection not only
hits targeted victims, but also can impact
innocent users, including individuals, busi-
nesses, and other organizations. These inno-
cent victims end up having to process large
volumes of spoofed requests and what appear
to be legitimate replies from the attack target.

As a result, bystanders can incur hefty fees
for bandwidth consumed by junk traffic, or
even suffer from secondary outages.

“Our research findings revealed that even
plain-vanilla network attacks could be turned
into complex, stealthy attacks leveraging ad-
vanced techniques, from the bit-and-piece
attacks, also known as carpet bombing, we
identified last year, to the emergence of Dis-
tributed Reflective DoS (DRDoS) attacks in
the third quarter. Telcos and enterprises must
take note while these tactics don’t cause no-
table strain on network bandwidth, which
may go undetected, but that they are power-
ful enough to impact their service. Advanced
mitigation techniques are required to address
these threats,” said Juniman Kasman, chief
technology officer for Nexusguard.

Nikon launches its latest full-fledued FX-format D780

By ; Mohamed Saber

From sprawling landscapes to low-angle shots
of a skateboarder in action, one can never
cease to admire the awe-inspiring wonders of
nature and life’s astounding moments. Photog-
raphers and videographers alike will now be
able to capture the best action in swift motion
and never have the fear of missing out with the
new D780, announced by Nikon Middle East
FZE today. This latest model, succeeding the
Nikon D750, delivers amazing refinements in
image quality, performance and versatility.

The new D780 sets the standard for next-gen-
eration cameras featuring evolved autofocus
(AF) system with easy-to-view optical view
finder and high AF precision in low light situ-
ation. As a result, shooting with higher accu-
racy is achieved with no time lag and better
clarity. The D780 is further complemented by
NIKKOR’s extensive selection of high-perfor-
mance interchangeable F mount lenses along
with improved battery life all condensed into a
compact, high performing body.

“The D780 is a highly versatile and agile DSLR
camera with significant upgrades from the
well-loved D750 camera. We’ve refined the
D780’s autofocus functions so that photogra-
phers can achieve higher focus accuracy when
shooting both photos and videos, along with
optimization in operation layout and ergonom-
ics so that they can shoot in comfort when they
are out and about. A combination of the latest
technology from our newest products will also

impress the owners of the D780,” said Naren-
dra Menon, General Manager, Nikon Middle
East FZE.

Capture Subjects with Precision Be it adrena-
line-filled motor sports in action or once-in-a-
lifetime wedding moments, this camera offers
two powerful AF systems to suit different situ-
ations.

Experience smoother and faster AF accuracy
with the advanced 273-pointl hybrid AF which
automatically switches between focal-plane
phase detection AF or contrast-detection AF
that covers approximately 90% of the image
area. Enhanced accuracy achieved with Eye-
detection AF2 is also readily available.

For viewfinder shooting, the D780 uses a
51-point AF with 15 cross-points employing
an algorithm equivalent to Nikon’s FX-format
flagship, the award-winning Nikon D5 that de-
livers a powerful acquisition performance.
Equipped with the 180K-pixel RGB sensor,
EXPEED 6’s powerful calculation capabilities
and improved AF fine tune greatly increases
the precision and accuracy of automatically
controlled functions including autofocus (AF),
auto exposure (AE), and auto white balance
(AWB). Perfect for subject acquisition during
night shots and concerts, the D780 excels in
low-light illumination AF detection down to
-5.0 EV3 and -7.0 EV4. Swiftly capturing all
the action in high-speed continuous shooting at
up to approximately 7fps with both viewfinder
shooting and live view photography.

Egynt hosted it for the first time in 27 years:
Hamed: “Telecom Egypt” sponsors the 2019 Best African Award

By ; Nahla Muqalad

The company “Telecom Egypt” re-
vealed its sponsorship of the “CAF-
Peak Albatros Awards 2019” to
choose the best in Africa, in cooper-
ation with the “Stadiums” company
and the “Peak Albatros” group, and
this event, which is hosted by Egypt
for the first time in Hurghada, is
one of the most important sporting
events on Worldwide, I was set up to
choose the best player in Africa for
2019, the best player, the best emerg-
ing player, the best local coach, the
best team, the best local player, the
best team in the continent, the best
team, the best coach for a team, and
the best union president.

Where Liverpool’s Senegalese star
Sadio Mane won the African Foot-
baller of the Year award for 2019
and announced that Mani won dur-
ing the CAF awards ceremony in
the Red Sea resort of Hurghada in

Egypt, and Mani surpassed his Liv-
erpool teammate Mohamed Salah
and the Algerian Riyad Mahrez,
Manchester star City Senegalese
Liverpool star Sadio Mane won the
African Footballer of the Year award
for 2019 and Mane became the sec-
ond Senegalese to wi n the award
after Haji Diouf, who was crowned
in 2001 and 2002.

For his part, Eng. Adel Hamed, the

managing director and CEO of Tel-
ecom Egypt, said that our sponsor-
ship of this global event on the land
of Egypt comes from the role of the
company that it plays in society by
encouraging youth and supporting
sport as an integral part of the Egyp-
tian society and because its role as a
leading company extends To include
contributing effectively to support
the various activities and events that
contribute to raising the name of
Egypt high.

Telecom Egypt is proud of its sup-
port for football sports, its various
competitions and its sponsorship
of the national team, and that stems
from its commitment to develop this
sport due to its special popularity
among young people and its aware-
ness of the importance of sport and
its role in supporting and develop-
ing society, and an affirmation of
its presence alongside the Egyptian

people in all its interests.

Many stars, public figures and sports
figures in Egypt, the brown conti-
nent and the world participate in the
event, which was held recently in
Hurghada, in the presence of Gianni
Infantino, President of the Interna-
tional Football Association, Ahmed
Ahmed, President of the Confedera-
tion of African Football, and a num-
ber of stars and legends of domestic
and international football .

Telecom Egypt’s sponsorship of
this international sporting event
comes as the official sponsor of
Egyptian football, and in the frame-
work of the company’s constant
keenness to participate in its fans
of football-loving Egyptian fans,
especially since this year’s award is
of great importance as it is held for
the first time on the land of Egypt
after 27 years of launch Competi-
tion.

By : Adel Farig

Last September, we announced a series of chang-
es that we’d be making to better protect kids and
their privacy on YouTube, and to address the
concerns raised to us by the U.S. Federal Trade
Commission (FTC

Specifically, that all creators would be required
to designate their content as made for kids or not
made for kids in YouTube Studio, and that per-
sonal information from anyone watching a video

Qlesignated as made for kids would be treated as

( Important changes to YouTube starting today A

coming from a child, regardless of the age of the
user

Starting today, we will no longer serve personal-
ized ads or support features such as comments,
Stories, live chat, notification bell, and others on
videos designated made for kids.

We know these changes may have significant im-
pact on creators making kids content, so we’re
committed to helping them navigate this new
landscape. We continue to engage on this issue,
including by participating in the FTC’s open

comment period. We know many creators have
provided valuable feedback as well

If you haven’t already, please ensure you have
set your channel (or individual videos) as made
for kids or not, as this will ultimately determine
how your content is treated on YouTube.
Creators know their content best, and should
set the designation themselves. We also use ma-
chine learning to help us identify this content,
and creators can update a designation made by
our systems if they believe it is incorrect y

exusguard Research Shows DNS Amplification Attacks Grew Nearly 4,800%
Year-ouver-Year; Highlighted hy Sharp Increase in TGP SYN Flood

By; Adel Farig
DNS amplification attacks continue to increase

in number, growing 4,788% over Q3 2018, ac-
cording to Nexusguard’s Q3 2019 Threat Re-

port. DNSSEC (Domain Name System Security
Extensions) remains the main driver of growth
of DNS amplification attacks in the quarter, yet
Nexusguard analysts have detected a sharp and
concerning rise in TCP SYN Flood attacks. TCP
SYN Flood is not a new method, but findings

indicate that techniques have grown in sophisti-

cation and have emerged as the third most used
attack vector, behind DNS amplification and
HTTP flood attacks.

Cyberattackers have long favored DDoS attacks

that amplify damage beyond the resources re-

quired, but suitable reflectors or amplifiers are
not as widely available for DNS amplification
and memcached reflection attacks. In contrast,

tack vector, and such reflectors are widely avail-
able and easy to access to cause SYN Flood
reflection attacks.

Consequently, SYN Flood reflection not only
hits targeted victims, but also can impact in-
nocent users, including individuals, businesses,
and other organizations. These innocent vic-
tims end up having to process large volumes of
spoofed requests and what appear to be legiti-
mate replies from the attack target. As a result,
bystanders can incur hefty fees for bandwidth
consumed by junk traffic, or even suffer from
secondary outages.

“Our research findings revealed that even plain-
vanilla network attacks could be turned into
complex, stealthy attacks leveraging advanced
techniques, from the bit-and-piece attacks, also
known as carpet bombing, we identified last
year, to the emergence of Distributed Reflective

cos and enterprises must take note while these
tactics don’t cause notable strain on network
bandwidth, which may go undetected, but that
they are powerful enough to impact their service.
Advanced mitigation techniques are required to
address these threats,” said Juniman Kasman,
chief technology officer for Nexusguard.

Report findings also showed that 44% of Q3
attack traffic came from botnet-hijacked Win-
dows OS computers and servers. The sec-
ond largest source of traffic came from iOS-
equipped mobile devices. The total number of
attacks has mirrored patterns observed in 2019,
with Q1 seeing the highest number attacks and
numbers dropping over Q2 and Q3. While at-
tack volume has decreased since Q2 2019, lev-
els grew more than 85% compared to the same
quarter last year. More than half of all global at-
tacks originated in China, Turkey or the United

any server with an open TCP port is an ideal at-

DoS (DRDoS) attacks in the third quarter. Tel-

States.

Emerson Named ‘Industrial loT Company of the Year' for Third Year in a Row

By ; Shaima Hassan

Emerson (NYSE: EMR), a global
automation technology and engi-
neering company, has been named
the “Industrial IoT Company of
the Year” by IoT Breakthrough for
an unprecedented third consecutive
year.

The honor recognizes Emerson’s
commitment to helping customers in
industries such as chemical, life sci-
ences, power, and oil and gas define
and execute a practical and success-
ful path to digital transformation.
Emerson recently introduced a new,
dedicated digital transformation
business that combines Emerson’s
leading sensing technology, opera-
tional analytics and broad services
capabilities to deliver targeted digi-
tal solutions to customer challenges.
IoT Breakthrough, which received
more than 3,700 nominations for the
2020 competition, recognizes com-

panies, technologies and products
worldwide that set themselves apart
in IoT categories ranging from in-
dustrial and enterprise, to consumer
and connected home. Winners are
selected by a panel of senior-level
professionals experienced in the IoT
space, including journalists, ana-
lysts and technology executives.

Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT)
capabilities can enable a step change
in performance, but many compa-
nies lack a clear path to get there. A
recent survey by Emerson showed

more than 70% of companies do not
have a vision for data analytics with
a clearly defined roadmap to success.
Emerson’s new digital transforma-
tion business brings together critical
resources, along with its existing ex-
pertise in consulting, project execu-
tion, smart sensor technologies, data
management and analytics, to help
manufacturers develop and imple-
ment pragmatic digital transforma-
tion strategies.

“The IIoT space is crowded and can
be confusing, so the goal of this
organization is to help customers
achieve measurable business im-
provement through a focused strat-
egy and relevant technologies,” said
Stuart Harris, group president for
Emerson’s digital transformation
business. “This award reinforces
our leadership with capabilities that
are proven to deliver measurable re-
sults.”

To help customers realize the prom-
ise of digital transformation, Emer-
son’s Plantweb™ digital ecosystem
is highly scalabe, enabling compa-
nies to focus on priority areas with
a practical roadmap tailored to their
business needs and readiness. This
is critical because, according to the
same Emerson survey, only 26%
of respondents are scaling digital
transformation pilots, hindering the
potential of new technologies to en-
able widescale improvement.
Emerson continues expanding its
Plantweb capabilities through stra-
tegic partnerships, investments and
innovation, building the industry’s
most comprehensive operational
analytics portfolio. Together, these
dedicated resources are helping
guide customers to the right digital
transformation strategy and pro-
grams that accelerate Top Quartile
performance.
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The Ministers of Communications and Social Solidarity discuss updating
the information infrastructure to support e-marketing of youth products

By ; Nelly All

Nevin Al-Kabbaj, Minister of Social Solidarity, and Dr.
Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications and Information
Technology, held a meeting in which they discussed ways
to enhance and strengthen joint cooperation to mechanize
and develop the various programs offered by the Ministry of
Social Solidarity to different segments of society.

The meeting included discussing aspects of cooperation in
updating the information structure of the Ministry of Soli-
darity in a number of files related to the Ministry, including
shelters and care institutions and the use of applications and
systems of movement and behavior analysis with modern
tools and artificial intelligence systems that enable the min-
istry to anticipate early the possibility of violations or viola-
tions for those with care and prevent this before it occurs
and governance The system is efficiently supervising and
providing the highest levels of care to those who are entitled
to it.

The development of the information and infrastructure of
NGOs has also been discussed, allowing the Ministry of
Solidarity to have a clear database of NGOs, their areas of

work, their beneficiaries, and the types of interventions pro-
vided by the associations.

Also during the meeting, the procedures for transport to the
administrative capital were reviewed, in addition to the data
system of the Ministry in all its axes in insurance and pen-
sions, building a database for people with disabilities and
attention during the coming period in the axis of electronic
commerce and cooperation between the two ministries in
this field by providing digital platforms to assist productive
families Young people in marketing their products with the
aim of creating an economic development return through
technology.

The meeting was attended by Eng. Khaled Al-Attar, Deputy
Minister of Communications and Information Technology
for Administrative Development, Digital Transformation
and Mechanization, and Engineer / Raafat Hindi, Deputy
Minister of Communications for Infrastructure and Leaders
of the Ministry of Social Solidarity.

Dell Technologies Launches New Era of PCs and Displays with 3G, Al and Premium

By ; Nahla Muqalad
Dell Technologies unveiled new products and software
across its premium Latitude, XPS and displays portfolios
to help people innovate, collaborate and accomplish more
in the next decade. Featuring artificial intelligence (Al),
5G and innovative design, the latest Dell Technologies’
PCs and displays make work and play more seamless,
intelligent and enjoyable.

“The PC industry has never been more vi-
brant with built-in Al, 5G and the best de-
sign we’ve ever seen, all to help make our
lives easier and more fulfilled,” said Sam
Burd, president of Dell Client Solutions
Group. “What’s exciting to me is that, with
all of the cool news we’ll see come out of
CES next week, the PC plays a central role
in helping people innovate, influence and
achieve more.”

“PC users have become increasingly savvy
about the devices they choose for work and play,
gravitating toward more premium products that emphasize
good design, strong performance and intuitive technolo-
gies,” said Tom Mainelli, group vice president, Devices
and Consumer, IDC. “Our research shows an increasing
percentage of new employees are choosing jobs based on
the devices employers offer, and both IT buyers and con-
sumers are interested in PCs with next-generation display,
connectivity and battery technologies.”
Professionals can use their precious time on the work that
matters most with the Latitude 9510, the most intelligent
15-inch business PC featuring built-in AI1

Dell introduced the Latitude 9000 series, designed with
the finest details in mind to be smaller and thinner than
ever before, with a larger display and a superior experi-
ence. The new Latitude 9510 delivers what business users
seek: the longest battery life of any 15-inch business PC
with a target of up to 30 hours2, 5G-ready design3, pow-
erful audio features and intelligent solutions that increase
productivity.

The Latitude 9510 is the world’s smallest and lightest
commercial 15-inch PC4, easily fitting into a small work
bag. Starting at only 3.2 poundsS, professionals can travel
light without carrying the extra weight of battery charg-
ers, adapters or speakerphone pucks needed for a work day.
The large screen size, along with Intel® Wi-Fi 6 (Gigt)

and 5G mobile broadband capabilities6, allow ex-
ecutives to be more productive wherever they
need. The design incorporates 5G antennas
into the speakers to retain the InfinityEdge
display, while carbon blade fans and dual
heat pipes offer a quiet and cool-to-the-
touch experience. Launching with up
to the latest 10th Gen Intel® Core™ i7
processors, the vPro ready Latitude 9510
features a machined-aluminum finish with
diamond cut edges for professionals that
want performance with style.
As the world’s most intelligent 15-inch busi-
ness PC7, the Latitude 9510 leads the commercial
PC industry with the first built-in and automated Al-based
optimization technology. The new Dell Optimizer soft-
ware works behind the scenes to help reduce lags, delays
and frustration:

Get to work faster with ExpressResponse: Based on user
preferences and machine learning with Intel® Adaptix
Technology, it launches frequently used applications faster,
switches quickly between applications and improves over-
all application performance to boost productivity.

Improve battery life utilization with ExpressCharge: Al
and machine learning improves battery life utilization
based on an employee’s battery charge patterns and typical
power usage. When critically low on battery, the Latitude
9510 will subtly adjust settings to preserve resources, like
dimming the screen. It will also choose the best charging
policy, like ExpressCharge Boost, which provides up to
a 35% charge in 20 minutes8 to get running in a crunch.

Log in simply and securely with ExpressSign-in: This
senses a user’s presence, enabling faster log-in and en-

hanced security with Dell’s PC proximity sensor enabled
by Intel® Context Sensing Technology and Windows
Hello.

Ditch the speakerphone with Intelligent Audio: The top-
firing speakers, powerful amp and four noise-cancelling
microphones provide life-like immersive collaboration,
while Intelligent Audio allows users to hear and be heard
better on conference calls, helping eliminate echoes and
background noise, wherever they are.

Latitudes, like all Dell trusted devices, are the industry’s
most secure commercial PCs9, so companies can be con-
fident their endpoints are secure both below and above the
operating system.

With Dell Technologies Unified Workspace, new Lati-
tude owners are productive on day-one. This approach
for end-user computing gives workers a frustration-free,
ready-to-work experience while empowering IT with au-
tomated, open and intelligent management solutions that
helps them easily deploy, secure, manage and support all
devices within their organization.

XPS 13: First-ever four sided, virtually borderless In-
finityEdge display Dell also introduced the new XPS
13, redesigned to achieve the most premium and superior
computing experience with the finest materials, smaller
and thinner profile and a larger display. Elegantly crafted
with machined aluminum, carbon fiber, woven glass fiber
and hardened Corning® Gorilla® Glass, the XPS 13 has a
flawless finish in a durable, lightweight design.

For users that want maximum screen space, Dell is deliv-
ering its latest engineering feat — narrow bezels on every
side, reducing the XPS 13’s InfinityEdge borders and cre-
ating a smaller and thinner form factor than all other XPS
predecessors. With a larger 16:10 display that spans from
all four edges, the new 25% brighter XPS InfinityEdge10
display offers more screen space to multitask throughout
the day and catch all the details of the latest binge-worthy
show. And holding true to what XPS fans love most, this
new design delivers a 13.4-inch display in an 11-inch form
factor — fitting neatly on an airplane tray.

Vivo Continues to Gain Momentum in Africa and Middle
East as 2020 Approaches

By ; Basel Khaled

Vivo celebrates its continuing expansion
into Africa and Middle East markets just six
months after it entered the region. Rallying
behind a strategy to immerse in local culture
and tailoring its approach to those consumer
needs, vivo continues to redefine the path to
success in the Africa and Middle East region
in 2020.

Since its announcement in late July 2019 to
expand into the region, vivo has successfully
entered 14 markets including Egypt, Mo-
rocco, South Africa, Saudi Arabia and The
United Arab Emirates (UAE). Vivo has been
continuously expanding its sales channels
and brought to consumers various innovative
and trendsetting handset options.

In 2020, vivo will further expand its sales
channels and after-sales outlets in Egypt with
major names coming on board including Am-
azon-backed Souq, B-Tech and more partners
that will be joining the company’s network of
retailers. Most notably, vivo’s V17 Pro and
S1 handsets are already proving to be popular
choices among young consumers, which at-
tributes to its market-entry approach.

Within just three months of operations in the
Egyptian market, vivo managed to launch
eight devices to cater to the various needs
of Egyptian consumers. Last October, vivo

launched its first four smartphones, the Y17,

Y15, Y12 and Y90. Building on the success
of the first four mobiles, vivo introduced the
V17 Pro and S1 in November and the Y19
and Y11 afterwards. Those launches posi-
tioned Egypt as one of the top three markets
for vivo in the Africa and Middle East region.

“We are thankful for the positive reception we
have had so far from customers across the Af-
rica and Middle East markets. As we move
into 2020, we will further immerse ourselves
into the markets to learn about the different
needs of the consumers there and further re-
define our products and services to provide
world-leading features that are innovative on
their behalf,” said Jet Xu, President of vivo
Africa and Middle East. He added “After
all, our brand mission is to make consumers’
lives extraordinary through introducing inno-
vative technology, being a trendsetter and an
influencer within today’s youth culture. This
is why when entering the region, our research
teams visited different countries and conduct-
ed in-depth research into consumer needs.”
Vivo’s significant investment and entry into
the Africa and Middle East region is no ac-
cident. According to the GSMA, by 2023 mo-
bile’s contribution in the Africa and Middle
East region will reach just over $220 billion
as countries benefit from increased infrastruc-
ture, take-up of mobile services and 5G de-
ployments. As of October 2019, 10 operators
have already launched commercial 5G ser-
vices across the five GCC Arab states.

“The Egyptian market is of strategic impor-
tance and a key market for vivo in the region,”
said David Qi, CEO of vivo Egypt. “We are
confident that we will further expand our
presence and solidify our position in the com-
ing year in Egypt as we continue to redefine
quality products and services that cater to the
needs of the Egyptian consumer,” he added.
Marking 2020, vivo aims to kick-off strong
with the “Redefine Your 2020, Redefine Your
Selfies” campaign with its V17 Pro and S1
handsets. Vivo has a promising pipeline with
new smartphone launches in the local market
scheduled for 2020 to continue its mission to
provide the Egyptian market with its cutting-
edge technologies.

By ; Shaima Hassan

Saudi Arabian communications service
provider Mobily and Ericsson (NAS-
DAQ: ERIC) signed an agreement
whereby Mobily will be leveraging Er-
icsson’s cutting-edge products and so-
lutions to support its drive to empower
the kingdom’s government and private
sectors towards digital transformation,
accelerate the deployment of digital
services, and expand the provision of
Internet of Things solutions, including
the company’s smart meter project that
is driven by the Saudi Electricity Com-
pany. This comes in line with Mobily’s
strategy to support digital transformation
initiatives to achieve the kingdom’s vi-
sion 2030 aspirations.

The signing ceremony took place at Mo-
bily’s headquarters in Riyadh in the pres-
ence of the CEO of “Mobily” Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al-Badran. The contract
was signed by Alaa Malky, Mobily Chief
Technology Officer and from Ericsson’s
side, Ekow Nelson, Vice President of Er-
icsson Middle East and Africa.

The end-to-end expansion of Mobily’s
network will see the deployment of Er-
icsson products and solutions spanning
transport, core, charging and billing
and radio access - including 5G prod-
ucts from the Ericsson Radio System
portfolio. The Ericsson Radio System
products will enable Mobily to boost
spectrum assets and enhance customer
experiences and operational efficiencies.
Ericsson will also provide and integrate
a next-generation operation to enhance
Mobily’s customer experiences, capture
new opportunities and drive business

Mobily and Ericsson Reinforce Advanced loT
Solutions and New Generation Networks

efficiencies in
addition to
offering  next-
generation
communica-
tions  services
for the digital
era including
5G and ma-
chine-critical
Internet of
Things  (IoT)
and  Industry
4.0 use cases.
Moreover, enhanced mobile broadband
services for consumers - such as high-
definition streaming, immersive Vir-
tual/augmented reality and gaming, and
connected cloud computing — are other
services offered by Mobily towards its
subscribers.

Alaa Malky, Mobily Chief Technology
Officer at Mobily says: “We have a long
and successful history of partnering with
Ericsson whereby we strived to lead in
offering telecommunications services
and technologies in the Kingdom includ-
ing developing Mobily’s journey in the
expansion of new generation networks
and offering Internet of Things solutions.
At Mobily, we strive to make our ser-
vices and products a unique and viable
choice for customers in the government
and private sectors towards digital trans-
formation. This is thanks to our reliance
on the best technical solutions in the
world to provide high quality and reli-
able services that our customers expect.”
Fadi Pharaon, Head of Ericsson Middle
East and Africa, says: “Today marks an-
other major milestone in our long-stand-
ing partnership with Mobily in Saudi
Arabia as together we will launch 5G in
the western region. 5G is set to revolu-
tionize how we use and adopt technol-
ogy and will have a huge impact on busi-
nesses and society in the kingdom. It will
bring high speed, ultra-low latency and
highly secure connectivity to a massive
number of devices and is a technology
that will unlock a vast array of new use
cases through Mobily’s next-generation
network.”

)
By:
Mohammed Amin
Senior Vice President, MERAT, Dell
Technologies

By looking hack at 2019, we can make the
most out of the next data decade in 2020

It’s hard to believe that we’ve started the year 2020 and
that a very interesting decade has come to an end. With
every end comes a new beginning and we view 2020
as the start of a more intelligent and connected world
enabled by technology.
In the interest of learning from looking back, I revisited
our 2019 predictions, some of which I am happy to re-
port have come to fruition faster than others.
The implementation of 5G across the region is one such
example. Many telecommunication providers in the re-
gion are already offering 5G connectivity to their cus-
tomers, transforming experiences significantly. And who
knows, we could also start hearing about 6G networks!
On the back of this, cities in the region are becoming
more connected than ever, paving the way for Smart
Cities and digital infrastructure that we predict will be
thriving come 2030. And it will be a game-changer for
industries such as healthcare and manufacturing, where
data and information generated from the field can be
quickly processed and analyzed in real-time, and then
readily shared with those who need it.
All of this requires skilled talent and as we predicted,
2019 has seen a new generation of digital natives enter
the workplace and organizations have begun to step up
to modernize infrastructure, inspire employees and in-
tegrate the relevant applications will have an advantage
over those that struggle with legacy systems, data deluge
and workforces that are resistant to change.
Another prediction was about the data gold mine and
the ‘Gold Rush’ in tech investment, with data valued
as a primary resource. In 2019, we saw the importance
placed on data, leading to regulations are now being set
to protect this valuable resource. Organizations are now
addressing challenges of data management and analyt-
ics and leveraging their data to bring Al and machine-
learning to life.
The region as we know it, is poised for the fourth indus-
trial revolution. In fact, if you consider the Egypt Vision
2030, UAE Vision 2021, Saudi Vision 2030 and Kuwait
Vision 2035, the common theme is around developing
digital economies of the future.
At the root of all this innovation and advancement are —
you guessed it — massive amounts of data and compute
power, and the capacity across edge, cloud and core data
center infrastructure to put data through its paces. With
the amount of data coming our way in the next 10 years —
we can only imagine what the world around us will look
like in 2030, with apps and services helping us do and
know things we haven’t even thought of yet!
2020 marks the beginning of what we at Dell Technolo-
gies are calling the Next Data Decade, and we are no
doubt entering this era with new — and rather high — ex-
pectations of what technology can make possible for
how we live, work, and play.
So, what new breakthroughs and technology trends will
set the tone for what’s to come? Here are our top predic-
tions for the year ahead.
2020 will be the year to simplify IT
This year we will see organizations accelerate their digi-
tal transformation by simplifying and automating their
IT infrastructure and consolidating systems and services
into holistic solutions that enable more control and fuel
data automation. All of this enables better, faster busi-
ness outcomes that the innovation of the next decade will
thrive on.
Accelerated multi-cloud journeys to store and protect
data
As 5G and edge deployments continue to rollout, organiza-
tions will expect more of their cloud and service providers,
to ensure they have better data management and visibil-
ity, while also ensuring that their data remains accessible
and secure. IDC has predicted that by 2021, over 90% of
enterprises worldwide will rely on a mix of on-premises/
dedicated private clouds, several public clouds, and legacy
platforms to meet their infrastructure needs.
Choose how you pay
In 2020, flexible consumption model and as-a-service op-
tions will accelerate rapidly as organizations seize the op-
portunity to transform. As a result, they’ll be able to choose
the right economic model for their business to take advan-
tage of end-to-end IT solutions that enable data mobility
and visibility and crunch even the most intensive Al and
Machine Learning workloads when needed.
‘The Edge’ rapidly expands to the enterprise
2019 has showed us that the edge is everywhere around us
and is only going to expand with enterprise organizations
leading the way, delivering the IT infrastructure to support
it. So, we will see new advancements in software-defined
networking. Open networking solutions will also prevail
over proprietary, as organizations recognize that the only
way to successfully manage and secure data for the long
haul is with the flexibility and agility that only open soft-
ware defined networking can deliver.
Intelligent devices change the way we work and collaborate
A recent study by Gartner revealed that spending on disrup-
tive technologies will increase. Artificial intelligence (AI)
was seen as the primary game-changing technology in 2019
by 38 percent of GCC CIOs. Data analytics is second, iden-
tified by 22 percent of respondents.
Software applications that use Al and machine learning cre-
ate systems that now know where and when to optimize
power and compute based on your usage patterns. Over the
next year, these advancements, will turn our PCs into even
smarter companions. They’ll have the ability to optimize
power and battery life for our most productive moments
— and even become self-sufficient machines that can self-
heal and self-advocate for repair — reducing the burden on
the user and of course, reducing the number of IT incidents
filed.
To conclude:
As we enter 2020, I’'m optimistic and excited about what
the future holds. The steps our customers will take in the
next year to get the most out of their data will enable new
breakthroughs in technology that everyone will experience
in some way — whether it’s a more powerful device, faster
medical treatment, more accessible education, less waste
and cleaner air.
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