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With total revenues of 25.8 hillion pounds and a percentage of 13%:

!

Hamed: 4.4 hillion pounds in 2019, the largest profits for Telecom Egypt in its history, and

By: Nelly All - Nahla Mugqalled

The company “Telecom Egypt” revealed
its business results for the fiscal year end-
ing on December 31, 2019, according to
the consolidated financial statements pre-
pared in accordance with the Egyptian
Accounting Standards, where the total
consolidated revenues reached

25.8 billion pounds, with a growth rate
of 13% over the previous year, driven
mainly by growth In revenue associated
with data services across home business
units, companies, institutions, and opera-
tors business unit.

The company showed a growth in its cus-
tomer base at the level of all the services
provided, as the number of telephone and
fixed internet subscribers increased by
11% compared to last year, and mobile
subscribers increased by 33%. The com-
pany also succeeded in implementing
an early pension program that included

3000 employees with a total cost of 1.3
billion pounds.

Profit before interest, taxes, deprecia-
tion and amortization stabilized at an
amount of 5.8 billion pounds, unchanged
from the previous year. And achieving
an amount of 7.1 billion pounds after
neutralizing the impact of the early pen-
sion program, with a growth rate of 21%
compared to the previous year, while the
profit margin before interest, taxes, de-
preciation and consumption reached 28%,
in line with our expectations for the year.
Net profit after tax jumped to achieve
a growth rate of 33% compared to the
previous year, achieving an amount of
4.4 billion pounds, driven by the strong
revenues generated, currency difference
profits and investment income from
Vodafone, which negated the impact of
the cost of the early pension program and

By: Nahla Mugqalled — Adel Farig
Engineer Yasser Shaker, CEO and CEO of
Orange Egypt, which specializes in provid-
ing integrated communications services, in
response to a question by “digital scientist”,
stressed that the company is working to im-
plement a strategy of financial inclusion and
investment to provide innovative solutions
to our customers from the corporate sector,
which is consistent with the orientations of
the state in The application of financial in-
clusion, especially as Orange International
Group already owns a financial bank and
provides financial payment services in more
than 19 global markets where the value of
electronic payments through its network ex-
ceeds 35 billion euros annually.

This came on the sidelines of the press
conference held by the company recently,
where “Orange” Egypt and “Coca-Cola”
Egypt signed a contract for renewing coop-
eration, which started 20 years ago, as the
new partnership protocol includes collect-
ing “Coca-Cola” Egypt payments through
the Orange service Cash “, and the provision
of” Orange “electronic tracking service for
cars and refrigerators” Coca-Cola “Egypt
to raise its efficiency in providing services
in the market, in addition to providing Wi-
Fi for all the main branches of Coca-Cola
Egypt in the presence of Eng. Yasser Shaker
CEO and managing director of Orange, and
Ahmed Al-Afifi For an executive and man-
aging director of “Coca-Cola” Egypt.
Shaker indicated that the customer can
use the service from any phone easily and
safely as no smartphone is required, as the
“Orange Cash” service is characterized by
saving time and effort, because the avail-
ability of payment through the mobile at any
time and from anywhere also includes the
Orange plan to support financial inclusion
providing a payment service Salaries for
companies, the private sector and institu-
tions, with ease and safety, through the “Or-
ange Cash” systems for different employee
segments, where “Orange” aims to develop
its partnership with Coca-Cola through the
Orange Cash service to push the electronic
collection of payments.

For his part, Ahmed Al-Afifi, CEO of “Co-
ca-Cola” Egypt, said in response to a ques-
tion “Digital World” that the partnership
with “Orange” Egypt aims to accompany
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the company to implement the system of
digital transformation, financial inclusion
and transformation into a ‘“non-monetary
society” where the Egyptian citizen is cur-
rently heading, with The increasing use of
mobile phones, towards the dependence on
services provided by mobile companies and
banks via smart phones for payment and
purchase, and this supports the general trend
within the country for the development of
electronic payment operations.

In response to a question “Digital World”
about the company’s interest in research and
development, he said that the company has
in Egypt one of seven centers for research
and development in the world and through
which it develops its products according to
the needs of users in the local market and
the last of which was the introduction of one
of the energy drinks, from natural ingredi-
ents, for the first time In Egypt and America.
In response to a question “Digital World”
about the volume of financial investments
of the company during the coming period,
he said that it is expected to pump about 500
million dollars during the past five years to
complete the company’s activities in devel-
oping the Egyptian market where we have
about 7 production lines working to meet
the requirements of the local market besides
exporting to about 10 markets in the Middle
East and Africa.

With regard to the size of the job opportuni-
ties that the company produces in the Egyp-
tian market, he said, with the diversity of the
company’s activities and the related field
of transport and segmentation, we provide
about 100 thousand job opportunities for
Egyptian youth with an increase rate rang-
ing between 5- 10% annually according to
the volume of seasonal demand

onors at US$5-Million:

lenge 2020

By ; Nelly All

Khalifa University of Science and Tech-
nology, organizers of the Mohamed Bin
Zayed International Robotics Challenge, an-
nounced a total of 30 teams will be compet-
ing for honors at MBZIRC 2020, the second
edition of US$5-million biennial competi-
tion to be held from 23-25 February in Abu
Dhabi, UAE, in parallel with the 4th edition
of Unmanned System Exhibition (UMEX)
and Simulation & Training Exhibition and
Conference (SIMTEX) 2020.

Around 500 top robotics experts from 30
international teams representing Europe,
North America, Asia, Australia and the UAE
are preparing for the final leg of MBZIRC
2020. They will compete in four iconic cat-
egories that will test advanced embodied Al
technical skills. The competition, to be held
at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Center
(ADNEC), will include three challenges and
a triathlon type Grand Challenge.

Dr Arif Sultan Al Hammadi, Executive Vice-
President, Khalifa University of Science and
Technology, said: “Building on the success
of the inaugural edition of MBZIRC 2017,
the second edition will bring a total of 30
teams to the UAE to display their advanced
innovations in some key robotics technolo-
gies. These finalists represent top interna-
tionally-renowned academic and research

MBZIEC
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institutions with well-established robotics
labs and we believe MBZIRC 2020 will
showcase the creative best in robotics and
stand testimony to its reputation as a leading
global competition.”

MBZIRC Challenge 1 will focus on drone
safety, testing whether a team of unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) can autonomously
track, capture and neutralize intruder UAVs.
Challenge 2 will test how a team of UAVs
and an unmanned ground vehicle (UGV)
can collaborate to autonomously locate,
pick, transport and assemble different types
of brick-shaped objects to build pre-defined
structures, in an outdoor environment.
Challenge 3 will assess how a team of UAVs
and a UGV will collaborate to autonomously
extinguish a series of simulated fires in an
urban high rise building. The Grand Chal-
lenge requires UAVs and UGVs to compete
in a triathlon-type event, combining Chal-
lenges 1, 2 and 3.

the increase in the expenses of deprecia-
tion and consumption, as well as capital
expenditures amounted to 49% of The
total revenue generated as a result of the
intensive work plan to press the time re-
quired to implement the program to

replace the network from copper to fiber

we
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throughout the Republic to end by mid-
June 2020, that is, within two years in-
stead of four years.

Net debt reached 15 billion pounds,
achieving the ratio of net debt to profit
before interest, taxes, depreciation and
amortization (on an annual basis and

Ericsson modernizes Billing for Orange Egypt
Orange Egypt completes transformation of
existing hilling platiorm

o] 1[4 (- ERICSSON

By : Shaima Hassan

Orange Egypt has completed a major
business transformation project imple-
mented by Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC).
Orange Egypt and Ericsson reengineered
Orange’s business processes and BSS en-
vironment — implementing the new and
improved Ericsson Billing solution. With
Ericsson Billing, Orange will improve
offering time-to-market and the solution
will also help Orange to enhance opera-
tional efficiency.

Abdelfattah Aly Mabrouk, Chief Informa-
tion Officer at Orange Egypt says: “We
transformed our BSS environment to en-
hance our competitiveness, and further
improve customer experience, so that we
can grow our market share in a fast-mov-
ing market. This partnership with Erics-
son is a crucial part of Orange’s mission
to accelerate its digital development to
offer an unmatched customer experience.”
In addition to reducing operational cost,

this project also lowers capital expendi-
ture and enables innovative digital ser-
vices with shorter time-to-market and
with higher quality, flexibility, automa-
tion, simplicity and experience for users
and partners.

The transformation of Orange’s billing
system is one of Ericsson’s biggest pro-
jects in a partnership established in 2007.

Mathias Johansson, Head of Ericsson
Egypt, STC and Saudi Arabia says: “We
have worked with Orange Egypt, offering
Ericsson’s different solutions in Charging
and Billing, yet this is the biggest busi-
ness transformation project we have done
together to date. Ericsson was selected for
this transformation due to our unique digi-
tal capabilities in consulting and systems
integration across complex network and
IT environments. Orange Egypt now has
a platform that allows for experimentation
and discovery of new business models —
resulting in a better end-user experience.”
The transformation involves process
re-engineering and delivery of Ericsson
Billing and customer care system. This
convergent billing system is designed to
enable Orange Egypt to introduce new
offerings in real time, meeting customer
needs and empowering them with full
cost control.

Orange Egypt can now enjoy increased
flexibility when launching promotions,
discounts, incentive programs and target-
ed campaigns.

Report: GCC doubling efforts to conserve water amid
rising demand brought forth by population and economic growth

By : Nahla Muqalad

The GCC region remains one of the high-
est consumers of water in the world as
demand surges simultaneous with its
booming population and steady socio-
economic growth, according to a report
titled ‘Water Management and Sustain-
ability in the Gulf Cooperation Council:
Addressing Scarcity and Consumption in
the Region’ recently released by Orient
Planet Research (OPR), an Orient Planet
Group venture.

The OPR report examined various
fundamentals affecting the re-
gional water industry in light
of uncertainties concerning
the growing gap between
water demand and supply
in the six GCC member
states. According to the
report, a look at various
sources has revealed that
freshwater supply short-
age could be on the horizon
if the current trend of water
consumption level in the region
continues.

“There are more than 50 million inhabit-
ants across the GCC today and the figures
could increase by approximately 14 mil-
lion by 2050. Given these projections, it
is expected that the water demand is only
going to climb. The water-intensive life-
style that is prevalent in the Gulf countries
as well as their steady economic progress
are going to further widen the demand-
supply gap in the future,” said Nidal Abou
Zaki, Managing Director, Orient Planet
Group.

The OPR report has found an industry
study predicting that the GCC’s future av-
erage consumption will hit 33,733 million
cubic meters by 2050. With the region’s
projected future storage of only 25,855
million cubic meters, the GCC, said the
same study, will need an additional 77 per
cent water to meet the requirements of its
populations 30 years from now.

Other industry estimates reveal an even

higher number, putting the GCC’s annual
water demand at over 50 billion cubic me-
ters by 2030. The region’s current popu-
lation growth rates, water management
approaches, and water use practices and
consumption patterns have all been taken
into account in computing the projected
figure. The OPR report has also deter-
mined that low levels of water reuse and
recycling are putting intense pressure on
the region’s water industry apart from the
GCC’s growing population and economic
strength.
Facing scarcity of fresh water - ex-
acerbated by irregular rainfall,
high evaporation rate, and the
climate change impact — the
GCC inhabitants rely on
groundwater for their drink-
ing water and other daily
needs. Desalination and
wastewater treatment are
also the GCC’s main water
sources. During the past dec-
ade, GCC governments have
invested USD 76 billion in several
water projects, according to a MEED
Projects research, while a number of waste-
water treatment plants have been set up for
irrigating parks, gardens, and landscapes.
Abou Zaki said: “Desalination, just like
other industrial processes, has ecological
hazards that need to be understood, re-
duced, and totally eradicated. GCC coun-
tries are fully aware of its impact, as such,
they have been looking for more sustain-
able solutions. These include desalination
using solar energy and other eco-friendly
water projects. We expect to see the gov-
ernments doubling their current efforts to
catch up with the requirements of the re-
gion’s growing population.”
The OPR report outlines other initiatives
to help accelerate the region’s path to-
wards sustainability, including increased
public awareness, extension of support for
innovations and inventions, government
policies implementation, and deployment
of effective water management programs.

after neutralizing the impact of the early
pension program) of 2.1 times compared
to 2.2 at the end of 2018, and the compa-
ny’s management has proposed distribut-
ing 0.25 EGP per share for the fiscal year
Ended December 31, 2019, provided that
the proposal is presented to the General
Assembly. For his part, Engineer Adel
Hamed, Managing Director and CEO of
Telecom Egypt, said on the results of the
company’s business for the fiscal year
2019, “Telecom Egypt managed to end
the year 2019 with strong performance
and outstanding financial results, and
the company was able to provide the
necessary liquidity to implement an im-
portant initiative to reduce costs, which
is represented in Early pension program,
as well as implementing the necessary
investments for the comprehensive de-
velopment of infrastructure and raising

the quality of Internet services in Egypt.
Profit before interest, taxes, depreciation
and consumption, after neutralizing the
effect of the early pension program, has
achieved a two-digit growth, supported
by the increase in demand for high-speed
data services in both wholesale and re-
tail business units, for the company to
achieve the largest net profit in its history
of more than 4.4 billion pounds to reach
To 5 billion pounds after neutralizing the
effect of the early pension program. The
main features of the company’s business
results during 2019 were revenue growth,
recording the largest net profit, in addi-
tion to increasing the customer base, im-
proving services, and an early pension
program. The quality of services and the
regional digital strategy also contributed
to achieving this outstanding financial
performance.

B
By: Khawia Al Mehairi

Executive Vice President of
Strategy and Government
Communications at DEWA

The wise leadership of the UAE strives to enhance
the participation of women in all sectors including en-
ergy, which is no longer exclusive to men. Women in
the UAE are key partners in the development process.
The UAE has become a global model for empowering
society through women. His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, once
said, “We have moved beyond the phase of empower-
ing women. Indeed, we are empowering society itself
through its women.’

For about five decades, Her Highness Sheikha Fatima
bint Mubarak, President of the General Women’s Un-
ion, Supreme Chairperson of the Family Development
Foundation and President of Supreme Council for
Motherhood and Childhood, known as the ‘Mother of
the Nation,” has played a pivotal role in empowering
women, promoting their potential, and launching initia-
tives and projects to empower them locally, regionally,
and internationally. This is done through a motivating
environment that contributes to developing women’s
capabilities, inspired by the approach of the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may his soul rest in peace.
Her Highness Sheikha Hind bint Maktoum bin Juma
Al Maktoum, wife of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum; and Her Highness Sheikha
Manal bint Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Presi-
dent of the UAE Gender Balance Council, President of
Dubai Women Establishment, and wife of His High-
ness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential
Affairs, exert sincere efforts in women empowerment
and leadership. These efforts culminated in the UAE
jumping 23 positions to 26th in the 2019 UNDP Gen-
der Equality Index, making it the highest-ranked Arab
country in the world. The UAE was ranked 49th in the
world in 2015.

DEWA is one of the most prominent national organisa-
tions that support women in the energy sector, especially
renewable and clean energy and sustainability. We are
pleased that DEWA is the Strategic Sustainability Part-
ner of the Global Women’s Forum Dubai 2020. This
is organised by Dubai Women Establishment (DWE)
under the leadership of Her Highness Sheikha Manal
bint Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum and headed
by Her Excellency Mona Ghanem Al Marri, Chairper-
son of the Board and Managing Director of DWE.
DEWA’s sponsorship of the Forum supports its vision
to become a globally leading sustainable innovative
corporation that keeps pace with the latest develop-
ments in energy, and supports the UAE’s sustainability
efforts and increasing the share of clean and renewable
energy sources to reduce carbon emissions and pro-
tect the environment and natural resources. This will
mitigate climate change effects, which impacts women
and children the most. The forum’s programme and
topics align with DEWA’s efforts in empowering soci-
ety through women and enhances their participation in
development sectors. DEWA is one of the largest gov-
ernment organisations to employ women in technical
positions within the energy sector across Dubai. DEWA
has 1,933 women in its workforce, 80% being Emirati.
This includes 646 female engineers and technicians at
DEWA, 87% of whom are Emiratis.

DEWA’s female staff take part in numerous voluntary
activities inside and outside of the UAE. In 2019, they
spent over 13,300 volunteering hours in 40 humanitar-
ian and social initiatives. Female staff also actively par-
ticipate in conservation and community awareness pro-
grammes, especially those that target women. Over the
past 10 years, these programmes and initiatives, have
achieved significant savings in electricity and water use
within various stakeholder groups. Cumulative savings
reached 2 terrawatthours (TWh) of electricity and 7.4
billion gallons of water, equivalent to AED 1.2 billion.
The savings contributed to reducing one million tonnes
of carbon emissions.

The success of sustainable development programmes
is closely linked to the active participation of women.
Environmental awareness help women make the right
decisions, such as buying eco-friendly products; recy-
cling; and other decisions that protect the environment
and natural resources. Providing women with sound
environmental information, enable them to promote
those practices among their children and engage them
in environmental awareness and education. The Global
Women’s Forum Dubai 2020 will be an important plat-
form to highlight women’s influence in different devel-
opment sectors, especially sustainability and protecting

the environment and natural resources.




Interview: Khaled Hassan

By : Nahla Muqalad

Zoho, the global provider of cloud-based busi-
ness software with the most extensive portfolio
in the industry, launched the Arabic version of
its low-code development platform, Zoho Cre-
ator at its first user conference in Egypt today.
Zoholics: Cairo is the company’s first foray
into the North African market showing the
strategic importance of the Egyptian market in
Zoho’s global expansion.

Zoho in Egypt “We have steadily expanded
our presence in the Middle East and Africa re-
gion. The Egyptian market has a great potential
as the businesses here are adopting the cloud
technology and leveraging it to catapult their
growth,” said Hyther Nizam, President MEA,
Zoho Corp. “Zoholics: Cairo is the first step to-

@s long-term investment in the region. We

are building stronger relations with our user

base in the country. We are also growing our
partner network to support the local businesses
better.

“ Today, at Zoholics: Cairo, the speakers edu-
cated attendees about the latest Zoho solutions
and ways to leverage cloud technology for
growing their businesses. Zoho has also seen

il

an impressive growth in Egypt in the last one
year: 61 % in total revenue and 63.6 % in new
revenue, and 130% growth in revenue gener-
ated by Zoho partners.

The new Zoho Creator With Zoho Creator,
business owners who do not have any coding
experience can easily create custom apps us-
ing its simple drag-and-drop interface. In the
Arabic version, the orientation of the Ul is re-
versed, allowing businesses to build fully Ara-
bic apps with easier to use UI and right-to-left
data entry capabilities.

For businesses who do not wish to keep their
data in the cloud, or would like to opt for third-
party public clouds, the company has also
launched an on-premise version of Zoho Crea-
tor.

With the on-premise version, businesses will
be able to create and deploy applications on
their own servers, or other public clouds such

{ No.620- 131 year Sun-23 February 2020 |

as AWS. “With the low-code platforms, an or-
ganization can provide all the departments ac-
cess to technology, thereby empowering them
to address their day-to-day and strategic busi-
ness needs,” said Ali Shabdar, Regional Direc-
tor, MEA, Zoho Corp.

“Teams need no longer rely on their IT depart-
ment for each and every app requirement. On
the other hand, the IT department is free to
concentrate on mission critical issues. This
enables businesses to bring down their IT cost.
Additionally, the Arabic version of Zoho Crea-
tor removes any language barrier, while the
on-premise version removes any technological
barriers for Egyptian businesses and the public
sector to adopt this digitally transformational
technology.

“ According to Gartner, by 2024, low-code ap-
plication development will be responsible for
more than 65% of application development

activities. With the simple drag-and-drop in-
terface, even managers with no programming
knowledge can create custom applications to
streamline their business processes.

For example, an HR manager can create an ap-
plication to track employee requests or a mar-
keting head can create an application to track
event registrations and even use Al-enabled
fields that can tell how many of the registered
people will attend the event.

Experienced programmers, on the other hand,
can add their own custom code to create more
complex applications. The apps built on Zoho
Creator are available on mobile devices with-
out any further effort. They can also be white-
labelled and pushed to App Store® or Play
Store®, bringing massive efficiencies to the

app building and deployment process. Pricing
and Availability Zoho Creator is availableij

ono Greator, wnich heips husinesses create custom appiications, now aiso nas an on-premise version
y y .

mediately in different plans.

Gartner Forecasts Public Cloud
services in the Middle East and North

Africa to Grow 21% in 2020

By ; Nilly All

Public cloud services revenue in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) will
total nearly $3 billion in 2020, an increase of 21% year over year, according to

Ericsson launches Al-powered Energy In-
frastructure Operations

OPEX

Meggitt Training Systems to
Display Live-Fire and Virtual Solutions

in SimTex Section of UMEX 2020

By ; Basel Khaled

* ~15 percent reduction
in site visits related to
passive infrastructure

Meggitt Training Systems (stand #05-A20/05-A40) will
highlight four of its leading live-fire and virtual training
products in the SimTex simulation and training section of

Gartner, Inc.

“Government initiatives such as Smart Dubai, Smart Abu Dhabi, Israel’s Cloud Strat-
egy and Bahrain’s Cloud First Policy of 2019 have bolstered cloud adoption among
large organizations in the region,” said Sid Nag, research vice president at Gartner.

“The move to digital business by organizations is driving cloud spend, where cloud
is a key enabler and the platform that supports digital technologies.”

Organizations are also increasingly moving their applications and workloads to the

* ~30 percent reduction
of energy related out-
ages
The Energy Infra-
structure  Operations
solution has been tri-

public cloud as concerns around security and governance dissipate further. The col-
lective economic goal of the MENA region to become more technology- and data-
centric has been a cornerstone to this rapid acceptance of both the private and public

cloud.

aled with customers in
Europe Asia, Europe
Middle East and Latin
America and is cur-

In addition, small and midsize businesses (SMBs) in MENA have started to increase
their spending in public cloud services. SMBs in the region are focusing their invest-
ments in cloud deployments that will enable faster business analytics and artificial
intelligence, both of which are key growth drivers for public cloud in the region.
Software as a service (SaaS) accounts for 53% of the total public cloud service rev-
enue forecast in MENA and is set to total $1.6 billion in 2020 (see Table 1). “SaaS
products are typically sold via subscription, allowing companies to avoid large up-
front licensing fees and capital costs. The cost-effectiveness of SaaS is one of the
motivations for MENA organizations to increase their spending in the segment,”
added Mr. Nag.

Table 1. MENA Public Cloud Service Revenue Forecast, 2019-2021 (Millions of
U.S. Dollars)

Segment 2019 2020 2021

Cloud business process services (BPaaS) total ~ 388 440 495

Cloud application infrastructure services (PaaS) total 352 434 524
Cloud application services (SaaS) total 1,312 1,585 1,895

Cloud management and security services total 182 214 251

Cloud system infrastructure services (IaaS) total 226 313 421

Grand Total 2,460 2,986
Source: Gartner (February 2020)

3,587

CRM and ERP Remain Growth Drivers

Customer relationship management (CRM) and enterprise resource planning (ERP)
remain the top two segments driving the growth of SaaS in MENA. Gartner pre-
dicts that CRM software will represent 15% of total public cloud service revenue
in MENA in 2020. This figure will continue to go up as businesses keep enhancing
their customer experience.

ERP accounts for 12% of the overall public cloud service revenue forecast in MENA
in 2020. “This is due to the fact that most independent software vendors have con-
verted their ERP applications from on-premises, license-based offerings to cloud-
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By ; Adel Farig
Ericsson has launched Al-powered Energy
Infrastructure Operations, a new energy
management solution that leverages artifi-
cial intelligence and advanced data analyt-
ics to optimize energy consumption across
network infrastructure for communications
service providers.
Integrated into the Ericsson Operations En-
gine — the company’s Al-based, data-driven
approach to managed services — the new so-
lution enables service providers to reduce
OPEX and CO2 emissions from their net-
works while maximizing site availability.
Using cutting-edge technology, Energy In-
frastructure Operations creates energy effi-
ciencies on the radio network, where most
savings can be achieved. The new solution
not only addresses site-related energy sav-
ings, but also operational efficiencies to
enable less site visits to be performed, ulti-
mately resulting in CO2 emission reduction
across multiple layers.
Deployment of Al-powered Energy Infra-
structure Operations can achieve*:

rently live in Telenor
Myanmar’s network.
Ruza Sabanovic, CTO,
Telenor Group, says:
“Telenor Myanmar has
worked systematically over the past years
to reduce energy consumption and lower
carbon emissions. In the last two years, our
per-site energy consumption has been re-
duced by 19 percent. We’ve taken another
positive step by going live with Ericsson’s
energy management solution on the Tel-
enor Myanmar network. This enables us
to use machine learning and data analytics
to optimize energy use and maximize site
availability, helping us to continue working
towards our climate ambitions.”

Peter Laurin, SVP and Head of Business
Area Managed Services, Ericsson, says:
“We see a strong focus from our customers
on reducing energy consumption as they
look to make their operations more efficient
and improve their carbon footprint. Our
Energy Infrastructure Operations offering
is an innovative solution with different effi-
ciency scenarios to address different needs.
Its Al-based data-driven approach will en-
able service providers to achieve OPEX
and CAPEX savings as well as reductions

—

UMEX 2020. The event for Middle Eastern and North Af-
rican customers and exhibitors will be held in Abu Dhabi,
Feb. 23-25, 2020.

“Realistic simulation and training are more important than
ever, and Meggitt Training Systems delivers through our un-
rivaled virtual and live-fire product portfolios,” said Andrea
Czop, vice president of strategy, sales and marketing for
Meggitt Training Systems. “I encourage SimTex attendees
from throughout the Middle East to visit our stand and see
how we can help their military and police forces be more
effective in conflict situations thanks to the most innovative
and proven simulation and shooting range systems in the

Meggitt Training Systems has an extensive Middle Eastern
customer base for its small-arms simulators, as well as fir-
ing range equipment and support. This business is supported
by the company’s regional office in Abu Dhabi, as well as
six other offices around the world. All are staffed by those
with extensive experience in the defense and law enforce-
ment industries.

Meggitt’s solutions on display for SimTex will include The
FATS® 180MIL virtual system is one of Meggitt’s newest
offerings for the defense market. Immersion is provided via
three borderless 16x9 flat screens that can be arranged in any
configuration from flat to wrap around, 5.1 surround sound
audio, plus effects in any direction added by the operator
for increased realism. The system also has ultra-short-throw
projectors that allow the trainee unprecedented distance to
the entity being engaged, all while maintaining a smaller
footprint than rear-projection systems. The system utilizes
the same high-fidelity ballistic engine validated by the US
Army, Marine Corps and other military customers.

The FATS 180MIL interfaces with a variety of firearms, in-
cluding Meggitt’s BlueFire® wireless weapons and BlueR-
ailTM devices to convert live-fire weapons for training pur-
poses. A variety of training firearms will be demonstrated

Multi-Function Stationary Infantry Target (MF-SIT) offers a
fixed target head configuration that can respond to hits or a
pre-programmed scenario, ensuring that the trainees do not
anticipate target actions. This provides a realistic environ-

based SaaS offerings,” said Mr. Nag.

+ ~15 percent decrease in energy-related

in CO2 emissions.”

The UAE accelerates digital efforts to hecome the World's Leading Economy

By : Nahla Mugalad

The UAE government has transformed the
country’s economy, knowledge ecosystem
and community, with its digital innovations.
These efforts are in line with the goal set
in the UAE National Agenda to make the
country one of the most innovative nations
in the world by 2021.

Notably, the most significant strategies are
the national 2031 Al Strategy, the National
Strategy for Advanced Innovation, and
adoption of artificial intelligence, block-
chain, and automation which have helped
the UAE step up as a leader in the MENA
region in the domain of digital transforma-
tion.

“The progression towards innovative digi-
tal transformation reflects the vision of the

UAE leadership that encourage ideas and
support a tech-enabled future. The coun-
try’s efforts in promoting digital solutions
has not only ensured that businesses in the
country adopt innovative technology but
has also opened doors for foreign players
to attract investment and promote priva-

Egypt: The EU Bank finances the upgrade and expansion of
Alexandria West WWTP

By ; Saber Mohamed

The European Investment Bank (EIB) has
signed a financing agreement of EUR 120 mil-
lion with the Arab Republic of Egypt to support
the expansion and upgrade of the Alexandria
West Waste Water Treatment Plant (WWTP).
The financing will contribute to improving sani-
tation services for people in Alexandria.

The project involves increasing the capacity of
the Alexandria West WWTP to match needs up
to the year 2050 and upgrade the level of treat-
ment at the WWTP from primary to second-
ary to improve the quality of effluent from the
plant and contribute to the depollution of Lake
Maryout as well as the Mediterranean Sea thus
contributing also to the objectives of the Clean
Oceans Initiative.

Ambassador of the European Union (EU) to
Egypt Ivan Surko§ noted that the water sector
is indeed high in the agenda of EU partner-

s o L T §

ship with Egypt; this sector has been one of the
main pillars of EU cooperation over the past 15
years. “We are looking at how water is the key
to socio-economic development, not just from
the environmental perspective but also contrib-
uting to green growth and in particular through
greater resource efficiency,” Surkos$ said. “The
EU EUR 20 Million grant contribution to the
Alexandria Waste Water Treatment Plant forms
part of our efforts in that direction,” he added.

tisation. The rapid development of digital
sector, combined with a large and growing
tech consumer base, has fuelled tremen-
dous growth both domestically and abroad
via cross-border trade,” said Vikas Panchal,
Business Head- Middle East, Tally Solu-
tions.

According to Mr. Panchal, innovation and
digitization will pave the way forward for
the economy to flourish. The company
which specialises in business management
software, acknowledged the UAE’s efforts
in keeping pace with future trends and em-
bracing advance technology to be at the
forefront of digital transformation happen-
ing worldwide.

To align with the UAE government’s initia-
tives,

ing up its efforts to assist businesses in the
country and across the region to adopt au-
tomated solutions and enable them to con-
form to the new rules and regulations. The
company has conducted over 500 events
in GCC reaching out to over 1500 small
and medium businesses and talk about the
importance of automation. They have also
issued extensive online literature on the im-
portance of embracing digital solutions.

Research suggests that the Fourth Indus-
trial Revolution is rapidly driving transfor-
mational disruption across every sector and
by 2022, over 60 percent of global GDP
will be digitized. An estimated 70 percent
of new value created in the economy over
the next decade will be based on digitally

Tally Solutions has also been ramp- enabled platforms.-

HMD Global - The Home of Nokia Phone can-

cels participation at MWC 2020 in Barcelona
By ; Adel Farig
HMD Global has been carefully
monitoring the situation following
the outbreak of Covid-19. After
much deliberation, we have de-
cided to cancel our participation at
MWC Barcelona, 2020.
MWC Barcelona has always been
a key event in our annual calendar
and we were very excited to show-
case our new products to our part-
ners, customers, media and fans.
However, the health and safety of
our employees, customers, and
stakeholders is our highest priority.
We believe the prudent decision
is to cancel our participation at
Mobile World Congress and want
to express our sincere thanks to

The Home of Nokia Phones

the GSMA and other authorities
for their tireless efforts to address
the challenges resulting from Cov-
id-19, and they have our full sup-
port as they move forward.

We will update the media, our
partners and customers on a new
timeline for our product announce-
ments.

ment for urban operations and specialized training. The MF-
SIT system is operated through radio frequency, hardwire or
Ethernet controls that enable great flexibility in range design
and usage.

Egypt: Top smartphone vendors in Q4 2019
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realme is among the top 3 in
the Egyntian market for the last
quarter of 2019

By ; Adel Farig

According to the latest reports released by canalys interna-
tional, for market research for February 2020, realme has
taken a place among the 5 best smartphone companies in
Egypt, and this is for the fourth quarter of 2019.

realme ranked 5th with a share of more than 8%, for the first
time that it had launched in early January 2019.

realme promised its users in Egypt that the year 2020 will
be an extraordinary year with many surprises and achieve-
ments, and the first achievement of realme for 2020 is the
opening of its first certified service center in Cairo.

The list launched by canalys included Samsung, and OPPO,
Huawei and Transition Holdings, with 29%, 27%, 12%, and
15%, respectively.

Canalys is a global leader in technology market analysis,
collecting comments and sharing content through its web-
site.

It is worth noting that realme had made a great uprising and
jump in the Egyptian market during one year and has made
remarkable progress since its launch in early 2019.
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