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The purchase of “stc” for Vodafone’s global stake is subject to the Law No. 95 on acquisitions offers

By: Faten El-Khouly

The Financial Supervisory Author-
ity confirmed that the provisions of
Chapter Twelve of Law No. 95 of
1992 regarding purchase offers for
acquisitions apply to the “Vodafone
Egypt” deal, a deal that was “digital
scientist” by publishing its details dur-
ing the week before last and entering
official negotiations between a group
STC “Saudi Telecom and Vodafone
International Group” in its final stages
to buy the last stake in “Vodafone
Egypt” and the deal is expected to end
in June 2020.

For his part, Telecom Egypt said, in
a statement to the Stock Exchange
Egypt, that it addressed the Egyptian
financial supervision in accordance
with the recommendation of its legal
advisor to determine that the potential
deal is subject to these provisions and
that this potential transaction is sub-
ject to purchase offers with the inten-

Grammy bites: 31,000 users attacked by malware dis-

tion of acquisition.

Section 12 of the Capital Market
Law provides for the submission
of purchase offers in the follow-
ing cases, namely: purchase offers
for shares and bonds convertible
into shares in companies for which
shares or bonds are convertible
into shares on the Egyptian Stock
Exchange, whether directly or indi-
rectly, and on foreign deposit certifi-
cates Corresponding to it or offers
of shares for shares and convertible
bonds in companies that offered
their shares in a public offering in
the first market or through a public
offering in the trading market, even
if they were not listed on the stock
exchange.

The newspaper “Digital World” re-
vealed two weeks ago, negotiations
between the Saudi Telecom Group
“STC” to buy the stake of Vodafone In-

guised as Billie Eilish in The United Arab Emirates

StC o vodafone

ternational Group in Vodafone Egypt,
which amounts to about 55%, at a
value of $ 2.4 billion.

As a result, Nicholas Reed, CEO of
Vodafone International Group, visited
Cairo and met with Dr. Mostafa Mad-
bouly, Prime Minister, in the presence
of Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Com-
munications and Information Tech-
nology,. He explained the group’s
view of selling its stake in Vodafone

Egypt as well as signing a memoran-
dum of understanding with a potential
sale offer with the Saudi Telecom
Group “stc” to start the process to ne-
glect the ignorance, as well as meet-
ing with representatives of Telecom
Egypt, which owns about 45% of the
shares of Vodafone Egypt, which has
The right of pre-emption to purchase a
global stake in Vodafone in Vodafone

Egypt.

Telecom Egypt affirmed that all op-
tions are still under study regarding its
stake in Vodafone Egypt, adding that
it is in the process of appointing an in-
vestment bank to study the investment
options and opportunities available
regarding its stake in Vodafone Egypt
and its implications.

Telecom Egypt said last week that it
was studying options to deal with its
investments in Vodafone Egypt.

The company added that it is closely
following the procedures of Vodafone
International intending to sell its stake
in Vodafone Egypt to Saudi Telecom
Company.

Telecom Egypt indicated that the
study of alternatives comes in light of
its rights according to the sharehold-
ers agreement, and in light of the final
form of the planned acquisition.
Alexander Froman Courtel - CEO of
Vodafone Egypt had assured “Digital

Provide young peopie with new skills to meet
the needs of a 21st century labor market, African De-
velopment Bank report urges

World” that Vodafone’s global exit
from the telecom market is a purely
investment decision and is subject to
the desire of the global group to pro-
vide financial investments to enhance
its presence in the European market
and the African market and exit from
the Middle East region as well as
moving to Fifth-generation mobile
technologies in these markets.

He added that a memorandum of un-
derstanding was signed for the po-
tential sale between the Saudi tele-
com company “STC” and Vodafone
International Group, as it represents
a very good deal for the Egyptian
economy and reflects the stability of
the Egyptian market and confirms
that the market and the general cli-
mate in Egypt are capable of growth
and the Egyptian telecommunica-
tions sector has become one of the
most growing economic sectors
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By ; Nahla Muqalad

Cybercriminals are actively abusing the
names of artists and songs nominated for
a Grammy 2020 award, in order to spread
malware. Kaspersky protection technolo-
gies detected a 39% rise in attacks (attempts
to download or run malicious files) under
the guise of nominees’ work in 2019, com-
pared to 2018. Ariana Grande, Taylor Swift
and Post Malone were attackers’ favorites,
with these nominees’ names used most often
in 2019 as a disguise for malware.

Music has universal appeal — it is not just
entertainment, but a form of therapy and ed-
ucation, as well as providing an atmosphere
and message platform. Its popularity and
widespread availability is the reason why,
even in the age of streaming services, music
is not free from malicious activity: criminals
use popular artists’ names to spread mal-
ware hidden in music tracks or video clips.
In light of the biggest music awards of the
year, to show the extent of the problem,
Kaspersky researchers analyzed Grammy
2020 nominated artists’ names and song
titles for malware . As a result, Kaspersky
found 30,982 malicious files that used the
names of artists or their tracks in order to
spread malware, with 41,096 Kaspersky
product users having encountered them.
Analysis of the nominated artists showed
that the names of Ariana Grande, Taylor
Swift and Post Malone were used most
to disguise malicious files, with over half
(55%) of detected malicious files named af-
ter them.

The connection between the rise in popular-
ity and malicious activity is very evident in
the case of newer artists such as Billie Eilish.
The teenage singer became hugely popu-
lar in 2019, and the number of users who
downloaded malicious files with her name
has risen almost tenfold compared to 2018
— from 254 to 2171, the number of unique
distributed malicious files — from 221 to
1,556. For instance, while the number of us-
ers attacked by Malware disguised as Billie
Eilish songs in The United Arab Emirates
accounted for only 139 in 2018, 2019 saw
this number increased to 31,782. Overall,
United Arab Emirates saw 61 of such mali-

cious files distributed in this region in 2019,
with 100,961 attacks.

However, while nomination for a prestig-
ious award and recognition connected to it
affects users’ interest in specific artists and,
as a result, a growth in malicious activity,
this is not necessarily the case for more es-
tablished artists such as Lady Gaga, whose
name use also experienced a rise in attacks
in the past year.

Kaspersky also analyzed which records and
songs, nominated for a Grammy in 2019, re-
ceived most attention from cybercriminals.
Post Malone’s ‘Sunflower’, Khalid’s ‘Talk’
and Lil Nas X’s ‘Old Town Road’, led the
way for songs with the most malware at-
tacks.

“Cybercriminals understand what is popu-
lar and always strive to capitalize on that.
Music, alongside TV shows, is one of the
most popular types of entertainment and, as
a result, an attractive means to spread mal-
ware, which criminals readily use. However,
as we see more and more users subscribe to
streaming platforms, which do not require
file download in order to listen to music, we
expect that malicious activity related to this
type of content will decrease,” — comments
Anton Ivanov, Kaspersky security analyst.
To avoid falling victim to malicious pro-
grams pretending to be popular music files,
Kaspersky recommends taking the follow-
ing steps:

If you want to listen or download famous
artists’ songs, use reputable services like
Apple Music, Spotify Premium, and Ama-
zon Music. Or try to find a recognized free
music site that allows you to download
songs legally.

Try to avoid suspicious links, promising ex-
clusive music content. Check musicians’ of-
ficial social media accounts or read reputa-
ble music blogs like Pitchfork, to make sure
that such content exists.

Look at the downloaded file extension. Even
if you are going to download an audio or
video file from a source you consider trusted
and legitimate, the file should have an mp3,
.avi, .mkv or .mp4 extension among other
music and video formats, definitely not .exe
or .Ink.

Millennium Hotels and Resorts partners with Johnson Controls
Technology Alliance to cater to the UAE Agenda 2030

for Sustainable Development

By ; Nelly All

In line with the UAE Agenda 2030 for
Sustainable Development, Millennium
Hotels and Resorts and Johnson Controls
announced a Technology Alliance to drive
energy savings and operational cost re-
duction applying latest energy efficiency
product technology and digitalization
concepts.

Kevork Deldelian, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Millennium Hotels and Resorts
MEA, said: “We are delighted to collabo-
rate with Johnson Controls on sustainable
energy solutions to reduce operational
costs. The partnership will address Mil-
lennium’s entire asset portfolio of existing
and new hotels including more than 50
properties across the MEA region to cre-

ate a scalable, sustainable and smart enter-
prise solution approach.”

Dr. Marcus Schumacher, Vice President
& General Manager, Johnson Controls
GCC, adds “We are excited to work with
visionaries like Millennium Hotels and
Resorts that are focused to combine un-
matched customer experience with latest
energy and digitalization concepts. User
experience and responsible usage of en-
ergy resources are increasingly becoming
key diversifiers customer take into consid-
eration when taking buying decisions. The
partnership with a leading brand such as
Millennium Hotels and Resorts will set a
technology benchmark all other players
have to be measured against in the near
future.”

By ; Nahla Mugalad
“Youth must be prepared for the jobs of the
future — not the jobs of the past,” African
Development Bank President Akinwumi
Adesina said on Thursday at the launch
of the Bank’s flagship African Economic
Outlook.

“Given the fast pace of change, driven
by the 4th industrial revolution — from
artificial intelligence to robotics, machine
learning, quantum computing — Africa
must invest more in re-directing and re-
skilling its labor force, and especially
the youth, to effectively participate,” the
Bank president said.

The African Economic Outlook is an
annual report that provides updates and
forecasts of the continent’s economic per-
formance. The theme of the 2020 report
is Developing Africa’s “Workforce for the
Future.’

According to the report two-thirds of
Africa’s youth are either overeducated or
undereducated. The undereducated share
(nearly 55 percent) is considerably higher
than in other regions (36 percent).

With 12 million graduates entering the la-
bor market each year and only 3 million of
them getting jobs, youth unemployment
is rising annually. Youth unemployment
must therefore be given top priority, par-
ticipants heard.

The 2020 African Economic Outlook

indicates that skill and education mis-
matches affect youth labor productivity
indirectly through wages, job satisfaction,
and job searching. Overeducated African
youth earn, on average, 18 percent less
than youth with the same level of edu-
cation who work in jobs that match their
education.
Also, youth who believe they are over-
skilled for jobs are 3.4 percent less likely
to be satisfied with current jobs, and as a
consequence may be less productive.
The report contains several recommen-
dations for reversing negative trends and
creating productive and adequate work-
forces. These include designing national
strategies for education and skills devel-
opment that include young people, school
dropouts, workers in the informal econo-
my, and in economically and socially dis-
advantaged groups.

Hanan Morsy, the Bank’s Director of
Macroeconomic Policy, Forecasting and
Research, said the fourth industrial revo-
lution offers challenges and opportunities
for developing education and accelerating
skills acquisition in Africa.

“African countries can achieve universal
primary enrollment by just improving the
efficiency of education spending. Invest-
ing in education and infrastructure offers
a greater growth payoff than investing ex-
clusively in either,” Morsy said.

The African Development Bank is ad-
dressing Africa’s skills gap through its
support to scientific centers of excellence,
such as the African University of Science
and Technology.

The Bank has also invested in the Ki-
gali Institute for Science and Technology,
which provides world-class training in
ICT at the Master’s level in collaboration
with the Carnegie Mellon University.

Training in science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics is critical to
overcoming the continent’s “mountain of
youth unemployment,” Adesina said.

By ; Shaima Hassan

Semcon is embarking upon a new partner-
ship with Imagimob, a company develop-
ing software for Edge Al, and expanding
its digital offering still further as a result.
Edge Al means that even more and small-
er products can be both connected and
intelligent.

As the opportunities offered by artificial
intelligence, AI, go on increasing, the
algorithms are frequently demanding in
terms of performance and hence cloud-
based. Edge Al means that smaller ap-
plications can be installed directly in
products, such as handheld machines of
various kinds. This allows anomalies to be
detected and dealt with in real time, which
enhances safety, and at the same time the
AT algorithm is constantly learning and
becoming smarter.

“This is an exciting partnership. It is pav-
ing the way for more Al opportunities and
expanding Semcon’s digital offering. We
have cutting-edge skills when it comes to

cloud solutions, sensor systems and soft-
ware development, alongside large de-
livery capacity. The Imagimob software
tool and its Edge Al expertise provide an
excellent complement to this,” says Johan
Kristensson, sales manager for connected
products at Semcon.

Edge AI means that even more prod-
ucts can be connected in smarter ways
by means of solutions that are less de-
manding in terms of performance and
capable of performing specific tasks in
real time. For instance, the Imagimob
Al solution has been used in a connect-
ed safety vest and for gesture control of
both consumer products and industrial
applications.

“We are looking forward to being able to
reach out to more customers thanks to
our partnership with Semcon. As we see
it, there is an excellent match between
our expertise and our leading Edge Al
software tool, and Semcon’s experience,
client base and delivery capacity,” says
Anders Hardebring, CEO and co-founder
of Imagimob.

Semcon has extensive expertise from var-
ious Al projects, including Al-driven data
management solutions, predictive mainte-
nance and autonomous solutions for vehi-
cles of various kinds, as well as a num-
ber of research projects. The partnership
between Semcon and Imagimob began in
January 2020 when Semcon’s experts un-
derwent training and certification on the
Imagimob Edge Al software tool.

“Nohody eats GDP" says African
- Development Bank President as he
| calls for inclusive growth

By ; Adel Farig
Africa’s economies are growing strongly, but growth
alone cannot meet the needs of the continent’s poorest
| citizens, because “nobody eats GDP,” the African De-
velopment Bank’s President, Akinwumi Adesina, said
as he unveiled the Bank’s flagship economic report on
| Thursday.
The 2020 African Economic Outlook (AEO) showed
| that the continent’s economies are growing well, higher
than the global average. The report projected a steady
rise in growth in Aftrica from 3.4% in 2019 to 3.9% in
| 2020 and 4.1% in 2021.
According to the report, these figures do not tell the
whole story. Across the continent, the poor are not see-
ing enough of the benefits of robust growth. Relatively
few African countries posted significant declines in ex-
treme poverty and inequality, which remain higher than
in other regions of the world.
| Inclusive growth occurred in only 18 of 48 African
countries with data, the report revealed.
According to Adesina “Growth must be visible. Growth
| must be equitable. Growth must be felt in the lives of
people.”
| The theme of the 2020 Africa Economic Outlook re-
port, Developing Africa’s workforce for the future,
calls for swift action to address human capital develop-
| ment in African countries, where inclusive growth has
been held back by a mismatch between young workers’
skills and the needs of employers.
The Bank’s flagship report states that increased invest-
ments in education is key as well as progressive univer-
| salism in education spending—setting high priorities
for the poor and disadvantaged and focusing on basic
education first where social returns are highest. Its rec-
ommendations include improving access to education
in remote areas, incentives such as free uniforms and
| text books, banning child labour and improving teach-
ing standards.

Antivirus Would Have Saved These
" Business $™ billionin 2019

| By ; Nahla Mugalad- Saber Mohamed
Data gathered and calculated by Precisecurity.com
| shows that some businesses could have saved about
$71 billion by having an effective antivirus solution.
The affected businesses saw millions of records ex-
| posed due to poor security.
In total, all records leaked due to poor security were
| worth $256 billion based on the fact that each record
was worth around $150, according to IBM Security. A
report by Verizon shows 28% of the breaches were due
| to malware hence with a good antivirus in place, the
affected entities could have saved $71 billion.
| Notable global businesses fell victim to data breaches
that saw millions of records exposed. The entities in-
clude Adobe Inc (7,500 records), Facebook (807 mil-
| lion records), First American Corporation (885 mil-
lion records), Health Sciences Authority - Singapore
| (808,000 records), Ministry of Health - Singapore
(14,200 records), and Quest Diagnostics(11.9 million).
According to the report:“To compare, even by using
| $15 as the worth per each exposed record, the damage
for business would still be high at about $7.1 billion
in 2019.”
With a good antivirus solution businesses could avoid
data leak considering antivirus protects computer sys-
| tems by detecting real-time threats to enhance data
safety.



Gahon Special Economic Zone nehrands as ARISE With AFC Increasing Its

By ; Nahla Muqalad

Gabon Special Economic Zone (“GSEZ”) has gone
through a reorganisation that has resulted in the creation
of three separate verticals; Arise Port & Logistics (“ARISE
P&L”), ARISE Integrated Industrial Platforms and ARISE
infrastructure Services. ARISE P&L now comprises of
A.P. Moller Capital, Olam International (”Olam”) and
AFC. AFC has partnered with Olam since the investment
in GSEZ in 2016, while the new investor, A.P. Moller Capi-
tal, has substantial experience in operating and developing

transport and logistics infrastructure assets.
AFC announces an additional investment of EUR 48 mil-
lion, increasing its stake in ARISE P&L from 21% to 26%,
with A.P. Moller Capital having 43% ownership and Olam
having 31%. The initial focus will be on investing in and
expanding the ecosystem in existing mineral and general
cargo ports in Gabon, as well as developing new infrastruc-

Togo and Nigeria. Other projects include starting a new

@to support ecosystems in Mauritania, Cote D’Ivoire,

cargo port in Nouackchott (“ARISE Mauritania”) and a
bulk terminal in San Pedro, Cote D’Ivoire — both of which
are already in advanced stages of development.

Samaila Zubairu, President & CEO of AFC, commented:
“This is a significant milestone for the development of AFC’s
ecosystem strategy in West Africa. We are very proud of
the progress made in diversifying the economy of Gabon
to include value addition of forestry and mineral resources.
This new platform will enable us replicate this success in
other African countries. The combined expertise of AFC,
A.P. Moller Capital and Olam will position this new venture
as a strategic leader in infrastructure development in Africa.
We are excited to see this grow.”

AFC, an investment grade multilateral finance institution,
was established in 2007 with an equity capital base of
USS1 billion, to be the catalyst for private sector-led infra-
structure investment across Africa. With a current balance
sheet of approximately US$5.07 billion, AFC is the second
highest investment grade rated multilateral financial institu-

tion in Africa with an A3/P2 (Stable outlook) rat-

ing from Moody’s Investors Service. AFC successfully
raised US$1,150 million (US$650 million and US$500
million) in 2019, US$500 million in 2017 and US$750 mil-
lion in 2015 through Eurobond issuances; out of its Board-
approved US$3 Billion Global Medium-Term Note (MTN)
Programme. All Eurobond issues were oversubscribed and
attracted investors from Asia, Europe and the USA.

AFC’s investment approach combines specialist industry
expertise with a focus on financial and technical adviso-
ry, project structuring, project development and risk cap-
ital to address Africa’s infrastructure development needs
and drive sustainable economic growth. AFC invests in
high-quality infrastructure assets that provide essential
services in the core infrastructure sectors of power, nat-
ural resources, heavy industry, transport, and telecom-
munications. To date, the Corporation has invested over

US$6.6 billion in projects within 30 countries across
Africa. J

KOCH INDUSTRIES AGREES T0 ACQUIRE

By ;Ahmed Soluman - Nahla Mugqalad -

Infor, a global leader in business cloud software specialized by industry, an-

nounced that an affiliate of Koch Equity Development LLC, the investment

and acquisition subsidiary of Koch Industries, Inc., has entered into a defini-
tive agreement to acquire the remaining equity stake in Infor held by Golden

Gate Capital. At the close of the transaction, Infor will become a standalone
subsidiary of Koch Industries, and will continue to be operated by the com-

pany’s current management team from its headquarters in New York City.

In addition to being a key enterprise customer, Koch has been an investor in
Infor since 2017. With the strength of its balance sheet and a AA corporate
credit rating, Koch intends to quickly position Infor as one of the most well-
capitalized companies in technology. Koch companies have made more than
$26  billion in technology related investments in the past six

years, transforming a global portfolio of businesses

spanning multiple industries.

“Koch’s decision to acquire Infor is a

strong endorsement of our product

strategy and focus on creating in-
novative solutions for our custom-
ers,” said Kevin Samuelson, CEO
of Infor. “As a subsidiary ofa $110
billion+ revenue company that
re-invests 90% of earnings back
into its businesses, we will be in
the unique position to drive digital
transformation in the markets we
serve. We are rapidly expanding our
industry-specific CloudSuites and of-
ing customer experiences and outcomes
that are well beyond what is standard in enter-
prise software.”

“Software is no longer an industry vertical; it is a disruptive layer that is trans-

forming every facet of society,” said Jim Hannan, Executive Vice President
and CEO of Enterprises for Koch Industries. “As a global organization span-
ning multiple industries across 60 countries, Koch has the resources, knowl-
edge and relationships to help Infor continue to expand its transformative ca-
pabilities.”
Infor has invested approximately $4 billion in product design and development
to deliver industry-specific CloudSuites that solve the most challenging opera-
tional issues for over 68,000 customers around the globe. Infor’s CloudSuites
are cloud-native, industry-specific and built to help companies modernize and
drive immediate, tangible impact. Infor’s key industries include manufactur-
ing, distribution, healthcare, public sector, retail and hospitality.

fer-

Building rules in public: Twitter announces its
new approach to synthetic and manipulated media

By ; Nelly All

As part of Twitter’s responsibility to create
rules that are fair and set clear expectations for
everyone on the service, Twitter announced
its plan last fall to seek input from the public
in Arabic, English, Hindi, Spanish, Portuguese
and Japanese, on how it will address synthetic
and manipulated media. Today, it’s sharing what
it learned and how it shaped the update to The
Twitter Rules, how it will treat this content when
it identifies it, as well as something new that will
be seen in Twitter as part of this change.
Through a survey on its initial draft of this rule,
as well as Tweets that included the hashtag
#TwitterPolicyFeedback, Twitter gathered
more than 6,500 responses from peo-

ple around the world. It also con-

sulted with a diverse, global

group of civil society and ac-

ademic experts on its draft

approach. Overall, people

recognize the threat that

misleading altered media

poses and want Twitter to

do something about it. Here

are some of the top-line find-

ings:

Twitter should give me more infor-

mation: Globally, more than 70 percent of
people who use Twitter said “taking no action”
on misleading altered media would be unac-
ceptable. Respondents were nearly unanimous
in their support for Twitter providing additional
information or context on Tweets that have this
type of media.

This type of content should be labeled: Nearly
9 out of 10 individuals said placing warning la-
bels next to significantly altered content would
be acceptable. That is about as many who said it

would be acceptable to alert people before they
Tweet misleading altered media.
Compared to placing warning labels, respond-
ents were somewhat less supportive of remov-
ing or hiding Tweets that contained misleading
altered media. For example, 55 percent of those
surveyed in the US said it would be acceptable
to remove all of such media. When asked to give
their open-ended thoughts about the proposed
rule, people who opposed removal of all altered
media talked about the impact on free expres-
sion and censorship.
If it is likely to cause harm, it should be re-
moved: More than 90 percent of people who
shared feedback support Twitter remov-
ing this content when it’s clear that
it is intended to cause certain
types of harm.

There should be enforce-
ment action when sharing
this content: More than
75 percent of people be-
lieve accounts that share
misleading altered media

should face enforcement

action. Enforcement actions
could include people on Twitter
having to delete their Tweet or hav-
ing their account suspended.
What’s the new rule?
People may not deceptively share synthetic or
manipulated media that are likely to cause harm.
In addition, Twitter may label Tweets containing
synthetic and manipulated media to help people
understand the media’s authenticity and to pro-
vide additional context.
Twitter will use the following criteria to consider
Tweets and media for labeling or removal under
this rule:

By ; Adel Farig
IVI Middle East Fertility Clinic will
join the world in marking the ‘World

diotherapy are likely to impact
female fertility.

ments such as chemotherapy and ra-

Cancer Day’ by launching a cam-
paign to spread awareness about the
disease and its correlation to fertility
and starting a family.

As part of this initiative, IVI Mid-
dle East has launched a campaign to
raise awareness of the disease that
continues to cause millions of deaths
worldwide. The campaign targets
key areas as early detection, know-
how of family history, adapting a
positive lifestyle that includes cut-
ting down on smoking and tobacco
intake, eating and exercising well,
consuming plant-based diet and re-
ducing processed meat, maintaining
a healthy weight, less salt intake and
getting sufficient Vitamin D. The
campaign also brings to light an im-
portant yet lesser known fact that fer-
tility preservation can help patients
achieve their dream of being parents
post recovery from the disease.

“As the number of people who are
diagnosed with cancer continues to

grow, we need to double our efforts
to educate our population about the
disease as well as key preventive
measures, which include under-
standing family medical history and
adopting a healthy lifestyle. We also
reiterate the significance of regular
medical check-ups for early detec-
tion. If detected early, the chances of
beating the disease are higher,” said
Dr Laura Melado, IVF Specialist,
IVI Fertility, Abu Dhabi.

Available figures released by the

International Agency for Research
on Cancer showed that the global
cancer burden grew to an estimated
18.1 million new cases and 9.6 mil-
lion deaths in 2018. In the Middle
East, the World Health Organisation
(WHO) forecasted that cancer cases
in the region could double by 2030
which is alarming.

“World Cancer Day is an opportunity
for us at IVI Middle East to empha-
sise that, yes, those suffering from
cancer can still have children after

their treatment through several fer-

tility preservation options. When
recovered, physically and mentally,
these options have been a ray of
hope for many couples trying to con-
ceive.”

A cancer diagnosis is one of the most
common reasons couples opt for
fertility preservation, modern medi-
cal techniques that offers women an
option to postpone motherhood due
to illness or other reasons. This is
because some common cancer treat-

There are currently several differ-
ent options and treatments available
to cancer patients for maintaining
their fertility, that are performed
before their cancer treatment starts.
These include vitrification of oo-
cytes; freezing of the ovarian tissue;
transposition of the ovaries; medical
protection of the gonads; and in vitro
maturation of oocytes (IVM).

“We highly recommend that couples
visit a fertility specialist to discuss
not only their options but get an-
swers to all concerns as well. This
way, they can make a more informed
decision. Their dream of having a
child does not need to die with the
cancer diagnosis or treatment. The
advancements in reproductive medi-
cine have been phenomenal and can
help them in their parenthood jour-
ney after the cancer treatment too,”
added Dr Barbara Lawrenz, IVF
Specialist, IVI Fertility, Abu Dhabi
said.

By;
Nicolas Blixell

Vice President, Ericsson Middle
East and Africa

The road ahead: Leveraging network perfor-
mance to address growth opportunities

The world as we know it is becoming more digital than ever,
and this is just the beginning. Emerging technologies are
opening up new opportunities that were unimaginable just a
few years ago and changing the way we lead our lives, both
at work and during our leisure time. Connectivity is not just
limited to devices and cars, it is revolutionizing industrial
sectors from transport to utilities and health care and public
safety, which is changing the way we do business.
The pace of change is staggering. In the Sub-Saharan Africa
region, mobile broadband subscription penetration of the
population is approximately 30 percent, but — with a young
and fast-growing population — it is forecast to reach over 50
percent by the end of 2025.
The increasing demand for digital services and financial in-
clusion is driving the growth in mobile data traffic and most
of the investments, traffic and subscriptions are in 2G, 3G
or 4G networks. Modernizing existing networks, improv-
ing network performance and increasing user experience
continue to be at the core of every service provider’s day-
to-day business.
Strategies for growing data revenues include improving
network quality, providing data coverage in rural areas and
making data-enabled devices more accessible and afford-
able. For service providers, there are risks, challenges and
opportunities. They now need to focus on real-time network
capabilities, to provide service differentiation, and they
need to do it across a broad range of subscriber segments
and across industries.
Important measures when improving network quality are
moving subscribers to the highest possible network layer,
activation of key software features, removal of inconsisten-
cies and alignment of parameters supporting selected net-
work improvements.
And there have been success stories.
During 2019, MTN rolled out more capacity and additional
sites on its 3G network to drive efficiency and better cus-
tomer experience in Rwanda. Steps included adding soft-
ware features and parameter settings to improve voice ac-
cessibility, call set-up time, and 3G data uplink coverage
and capacity.
MTN Rwanda’s network improvements led to positive
developments across the board, with all key network indi-
cators improving, including call set-up success rates and
dropped-call rates. Recent root cause analysis of the net-
work NPS data indicates the positive contribution of a good,
reliable, strong and fast internet connection.
The network improvements and customer satisfaction in-
creases are reflected in solid business performance for
MTN Rwanda. This includes a market share increase of 11
percentage points to 54 percent at the end of the first half
of 2019, compared with the first half of 2018, as subscrib-
ers grew by 23 percent — with revenue and EBITDA up 27
percent and 24 percent respectively over the same period.
Similarly, MTN’S network improvements in Ghana — which
included expanding and densifying 3G and 4G, as well as
optimizing each access layer in turn, steered by KPIs cov-
ering availability, retainability, quality and traffic volume
—also led to better KPIs, including call set-up success rates
and dropped-call rates and translated into positive business
results. Comparing MTN Ghana‘s first half of 2019 with
the first half of 2018, voice revenue was up 13 percent, and
data revenue[12] increased by 26 percent. Overall, in con-
stant currency, revenues increased 19 percent and EBITDA
increased 24 percent over the same time period.
All network improvements are carried out within the con-
text of actively lifting users to the highest network technol-
ogy possible, to optimize the cost per erlang (voice) and
gigabyte (data) served. Attracting subscribers and keeping
them happy depends not just upon the promise of compel-
ling user experiences, but on the operator being able to de-
liver them, too. Service providers are increasingly bundling
‘over-the-top’ content in their service offerings — including
music, premium sport and TV optimized for mobile net-
works in an attempt to create an environment where every-
body wins. Everyone — content owners, network operators,
equipment vendors, and device manufacturers — can work
together to create attractive services and elevate user expe-
riences. Service providers benefit from the added perceived
value of bundled content, using it to augment their brands
through association with carefully-selected players. On the
other hand, content owners benefit from the service provid-
ers’ reach as well as their established capabilities for mar-
keting, charging, and revenue sharing.
Improved network performance paves the way for sophis-
ticated policy control, traffic categorization and quality-of-
service delivery to flexibly respond to opportunities. These
features can be used to allow location-specific service ac-
cess, and for the tailoring of promotions. Together, service
and application providers can prioritize traffic, reducing
download times for selected premium websites. Load times
for web pages can be critical in determining a user’s quality
of experience, especially when browsing and buying online.
Every user, from a consumer or a connected car or a doctor,
has different needs and different expectations. Each one is
equally valuable, and their experience of network perfor-
mance is all that matters.

P
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Johnson Gontrols Affirms Long-Term Gommitment Towards Transition to a Green Economy

By : Saber Mohamed

Johnson Controls International, a global leader in build-
ing technologies and solutions, has joined the World
Green Economy Organization (WGEO) as one of its lat-
est affiliate members under the Private Sector Platform.
The company’s commitment to sustainability dates to its
inception in 1885, underscored the importance of pri-
vate sector investments to advance the green economy
through research and development, as well as collabora-
tion with governments.

Johnson Controls, which operates in 150 countries, sees
its role within the WGEO as a leading strategic partner
that will have a positive impact in enhancing the partner-
ship and mutual cooperation between private and public
sectors through initiatives that promote innovative solu-
tions involving clean and sustainable energy.

His Excellency Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, Chair-
man of WGEO, said: “The WGEO has always main-

Johnson /))X(‘

Controls

tained its keenness towards enhancing the private sec-
tor’s involvement in finding sustainable solutions that
contribute in supporting the global goals of the ‘Green
Economy Agenda.” WGEO welcomes Johnson Controls’
strong commitment and participation to this global goal,
while continuously leading many organizations in their

quest to energy efficiency through its works. It sets a
fine example to the world’s businesses that one can be
driving growth while ensuring environmental sustain-
ability through technology and innovation.” HE Al Tay-
er added: “The WGEO has a pivotal role in promoting
the widespread acceptance of the green economy, and
its growing importance across all levels. We believe in
the power of change inherent in joint action, especially
when all stakeholders have an opportunity to contrib-
ute to the efforts and plans for the transition to a global
green economy.”

Tomas Brannemo, VP & President, Building Solu-
tions, EMEALA, Johnson Controls, said: “Leading
bold change and collaborating on breakthrough pro-
jects and technologies is only possible when there
is a platform for collaboration, and WGEO provides
this platform as an international organization dedi-
cated to facilitating partnerships. Johnson Controls

shares these common values with WGEO. We have
a strong commitment to promoting sustainable eco-
nomic growth, social development, and environmen-
tal sustainability. It is clear to us that business plays
a crucial role in the transition to a green economy by
providing environmental benefits in conjunction with
economic opportunities.”

Johnson Controls is a company formed by Warren
Johnson long before carbon footprint and climate
change have become headlines of the day. It was
launched to explore new ways to harness and conserve
energy resources, and as a result of today, it has devel-
oped a culture of customer-focused innovation. The
company has implemented over 3,000 energy-saving
projects around the world, contributing to billions of
dollars of energy savings as well as a reduction of
more than 26 million metric tons of carbon emissions
from its clients’ facilities.
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