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Al-Mashat: House of Representatives Approves Two International Cooperation Agreements Worth $ 53 Million
to Comhat COVID-19 Pandemic

By; Nelly All - Nahla Makled

Minister of International Cooperation, Dr. Rania Al-Mashat,
said that the House of Representatives has approved two
international cooperation agreements with the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development and the Arab
Fund for Development worth $53 million to support the
state’s efforts and its emergency response to combat the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Al Mashat added that these two agreements come within the
framework of the “Global Partnerships for Effective Devel-
opment Cooperation” multi-stakeholder platform launched
in April 2020, which aims to strengthen partnerships to har-
monize all development interventions to maximize impact
and work towards ending poverty, fighting inequality and
addressing the urgency of climate change.

The minister noted that the COVID-19 proved the urgent
need for international cooperation and coordination to
overcome the crisis and support countries to achieve the

17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, as no
country will be able to overcome the current crisis on its
own. The House of Representatives approved Presidential
Decision No. 452 of 2020 regarding approval of a loan

agreement between Egypt and the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development to fund the emergency
response to combat COVID-19 in Egypt worth 50 million
US dollars signed on 5 March. The parliament also ap-
proved Presidential Decision No. 427 of 2020 regarding ap-
proval of a Memorandum of Understanding between Egypt
and the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development
to provide aid worth one million Kuwaiti dinars, equivalent
to $ 3.2 million, to contribute to supporting the fight against
the pandemic.

To enhance the government’s emergency response capac-
ity to combat the pandemic, Al Mashat clarified that the
agreement signed with the World Bank helps achieve so by
providing medical equipment, training medical personnel,
equipping quarantine rooms and treatment centers to com-
bat the virus, and mobilizing rapid response teams to track
contacts of cases. Additionally, it will help in developing
content and tools to improve public awareness of HIV pre-

Government of Japan and UNDP commit to ad-
dressing Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-19 in
Egypt through human security approach

! % b ID-19 and Addressing its Socio-Economic
Impact in Egypt”. The new project will fo-
cus on supporting national and sub-national
capacities for planning, coordination and
crisis management in addition to addressing
the socio-economic impact of COVID-19
particularly on the Micro, Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (MSMEs) and vulnerable
groups. It is expected for example to ben-
efit 3.7 million MSMEs, especially in retail
and handcraft sectors, thanks to support to
digitalization and improved market access
through e-commerce.

The meeting witnessed the attendance of
Ambassador Masaki NOKE - Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of Japan to
Egypt, Dr. Ahmed Kamaly — Deputy Minis-
ter of Planning and Economic Development,
Ms. Randa Aboul-Hosn, UNDP Egypt Resi-
dent Representative, Ambassador Lamia
Mekhemar — Director of International Coop-
eration, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA),
Ambassador Ahmed Thab Gamaledin - As-
sistant Minister, MoFA and Secretary Gen-
eral of the Standing Supreme Committee
for Human Rights (SSCHR), and Engineer
Tarek Shash — Deputy Executive Director,
MSMEDA, and senior representatives from
Ministry of International Cooperation.

By ;
Shawky

Responding to the socio-economic impact
of COVID-19 is a key priority. Together
with the health response, it is integral to di-
rect support that will keep households and
businesses running. In this connection, the
United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) and the Government of Japan are
expanding their strategic partnership to sup-
port Egypt’s inclusive and multi-sectoral
crisis management and responses and to ad-
dress the socio-economic impact of COV-
ID-19 in Egypt with around 2.73 million
USD grant to UNDP.

In a meeting held today Tuesday 25 August
2020, the partners discussed the next steps
for the project, titled “Supporting an Inclu-
sive and Multi-Sectoral Response to COV-

PUBG MOBILE REVEALS 1.0 VERSION LAUNCH AND THE BIGGEST
ENT PUBG MOBILE GLOBAL CHAMPIONSHIP

By ;Saber Mohamed - Nahla Makled
PUBG MOBILE, the international mobile
gaming phenomenon just announced the ar-
rival of its new era with the upcoming launch
of 1.0 version with huge updates on Septem-
ber 8th, and the world’s biggest global mobile
esports tournament PUBG MOBILE Global
Championship with a grand prize pool of $2M
USD starting late November

PUBG MOBILE today reveals a new era
announcement, including the highly antici-
pated 1.0 version with huge updates, and the
world’s biggest global mobile esports event,
the PUBG MOBILE Global Champion-
ship (PMGC). Following nearly three years’
success as one of the most popular mobile
games in the world, PUBG MOBILE will

GLOBAL MOBILE ESPORTS

launch 1.0 version on September 8th with
new tech, new UX, new gameplay features
and more to deliver the most realistic tactical
tournament experience on mobile. PMGC
Season Zero will begin in late Novem-
ber and invites pro teams from all regions
including Americas, Europe, South Asia,
Southeast Asia, Middle East, China, to com-
pete for the highest prize pool of $2M USD
in PUBG MOBILE esports history, and to
be crowned the inaugural PUBG MOBILE
Global Champions. Qualcomm Technolo-
gies, the world’s leading wireless technol-
ogy innovator and a driving force behind the
development, launch, and expansion of 5G
and mobile gaming innovation is the official
title sponsor of PMGC.

“Digital Planets” Awarded Sophos 2020 “Cloud PARTNER

OF THE YEAR" in Egynt.

By ; Shaima Hassan — Saber Mohamed
“Digital Planets” today announced it has
been awarded the Sophos 2020
Cloud PARTNER OF THE YEAR,
in Egypt.
“Digital Planets” is recognized
for its outstanding perfor-
mance and commitment to
securing organizations with
Sophos’ next-generation cy-
bersecurity solutions.

differentiated themselves as trusted security
advisors, and we’re thrilled to recognize
- their success.”
“Digital Planets” is the First
SOPHOS MSP Platinum Partner
\ in Egypt and Specialized in Man-
aged Security Solutions which
supported to achieve Top part-
nership level with Sophos in a
challenged duration and consid-
ered the first Partner achieving

“As cyber threats increase in
volume and sophistication, it’s
critical that frontline channel part-
ners are armed with the industry’s best

cybersecurity solutions, technical expertise
and deep knowledge of the changing threat

landscape needed to secure their customers,”

said Kendra Krause, senior vice president
of global channels at Sophos. “This year’s
winners are unsung heroes that have clearly

this level within only 6 months
allover the world.
Ahmed Hanafy CEO of “Digital Plan-
ets” expressed his pride and happiness of
this achievement and said “This achieve-
ment is a reflection of our team’s effort as
they have more than 10 years of experience”
he added “the plan is to double our score by
the end 2020, and this is one of our most
important achievements in 2020”

The most stylish hattery king, realme G11 will
he your favorite Smartphone in its category

By; Nelly All - Nahla Makled

The fastest-growing and trendsetting Chi-
nese smartphone company, realme, re-
vealed that its new smartphones realme
X3 SuperZoom and realme CI11 have
achieved record sales upon their launch.
This confirms realme’s leadership and the
great quality of its products.

Mahmoud Taha, realme Egypt’s Market-
ing Head, highlighted that all C11 devices
were sold out within only two hours, im-
mediately after its launch on souq.com,
while X3 SuperZoom was sold out in less
than 13 minutes on souq.com, making it
one of the fastest-selling flagship phones
on the website. realme’s number of global
users reached 40 million, and the distri-
bution of realme’s products reached 59
countries. Taha also added that the supe-
rior capabilities and high specifications of
the C-series, at an irresistible price unlike
any other, have enabled it to reach nearly
13 million users.

The realme X3 SuperZoom, which ex-
ceeded all expectations in terms of market
sales and positive consumer feedback, has
exclusive capabilities that pushed it to be
at the forefront of flagship smartphones,
at less than EGP 10,000.

More so, realme C11 is the latest techno-
logical breakthrough in smartphones ca-
pabilities, especially in its price category.
It is characterized by its unique features
and attractive geometric design.

Joseph Wang, General Manager of
realme’s operations in the Middle East
and Africa, stressed that realme’s strat-
egy aims to offer innovative products
that meet consumer needs, especially the
youth, as they are the main smartphone
users.

‘Building on its success, realme has sus-
tained its growth in the first half of this
year and plans to achieve 100 million
mobile phone sales within 2 to 3 years.
After achieving 157% growth in sales in

3

Q1 0f 2020, we are striving to lead global
growth rates of mobile phone brands for
four consecutive quarters. With an an-
nual growth rate of 11%, it became the
only double global smartphone brand to
grow. Despite the slowdown in the growth
of the global economy, realme’s share in
the global market has doubled, and it has
achieved 100% year-on-year growth in
the Southeast Asian market, pushing it
to rank fourth in this region. realme has
also become among the top 5 smartphone
companies in the world, in at least 9 differ-
ent markets. realme has also maintained
its presence in the seventh place among
smart phone manufacturers worldwide,
regarding the Egyptian market, according
to IDC report we ranked the fourth with
13.5% market share” said Wang.

“In less than 6 months, realme has released
dozens of AloT products, and plans to
release more than 50 AloT products in
2020. Wang also explained that realme is
committed to encouraging Egyptian youth
to break all boundaries to achieve their
dreams, by providing them with the smart
tools necessary to facilitate their lives and
allow them to live the luxurious lives they
wish for,” added Wang.

Mahindra and REE Automotive Sign an MOU to Establish a Strategic
Collahoration for the Development of Electric Commercial Vehicles

Mahindra eLecTRIC

By ; Saber Mohamed

Mahindra & Mahindra, part of USD 19.4 bil-
lion Mahindra Group, and REE Automotive
today signed a memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) to explore development and man-
ufacturing of electric commercial vehicles
for global markets.

Such a strategic collaboration will leverage
REE’s revolutionary electric vehicle corner
module and platform technology of integrat-
ing powertrain, suspension and steering com-
ponents in the arch of a vehicle wheel. This
coupled with Mahindra’s well-established
vehicle design, engineering, sourcing capa-

bility and manufacturing assets, is set to be
a win-win strategic partnership for both com-
panies.

The partnership will support REE’s global
customer need for 200,000-250,000 electric
commercialvehicle units over a few years,
including potential Mahindra’s domestic and
international volumes. Production would be
scaled further to support additional volume
in the global as well as Indian market.

“Our collaboration with REE has the po-
tential to bring a disruptive approach to
a new age of vehicles capitalizing on our
respective strengths,” said Rajesh Jejuri-
kar, Executive Director (Auto and Farm
Sectors), Mahindra & Mahindra. “The
competitive advantages of REE’s corner
modular architecture with our experience
in conventional vehicle system design,
engineering, sourcing ecosystem and
significant production capacity, provides
a perfect match to deliver exciting zero
emission vehicles, including autonomous
vehicles, that can meet customer needs as
never before.”

By ; Mahmoud El Daba — Basel Khaled

Kaspersky has enhanced the protection of users’ personal
information on PCs by introducing several new features to
its consumer products and developing Kaspersky Security
Cloud to adapt to its users’ needs. Its Account Check feature
now automatically checks if email addresses that custom-
ers use when logging into their online accounts have been
compromised. Additionally, Kaspersky Anti-Virus, Kasper-
sky Internet Security, and Kaspersky Total Security are now
equipped with the advanced ability to detect stalkerware - a
commercially available software used to spy remotely on a
PC user. Furthermore, Kaspersky Password Manager can
now be installed with Kaspersky’s Anti-Virus, Internet Se-
curity, Total Security, and Security Cloud products to keep
user credentials organized and under control.

According to a recent Kaspersky report - Defending digital
privacy: taking personal protection to the next level - a third
(30%) of consumers in the United Arab Emirates have faced
incidents where their private information was accessed by

someone who did not have their consent. These stats high-
light the need to keep and store personal information more
securely and therefore having the right attitude towards how
personal data is protected.

Moreover, the problem of protecting privacy is further ag-
gravated by the existence of stalkerware, special software

that uses hidden functions that are quite difficult to identify.
One example of this type of software is designed to secretly
run on a victim’s device. As stalkerware is designed to har-
vest all kinds of data, no matter what type of device a victim
of stalker is using, it isn’t just a problem for mobile devices,
but PC users as well. In fact, the number of users that en-
countered stalkerware on a PC grew by 35% to reach over
37,000 in 2019, while spyware tools accounted for 26,620
of those targeted.

To strengthen privacy on personal computers, Kaspersky has
introduced several new features for PC users in its consumer
products. In particular, Kaspersky has enhanced the Account
Check feature within Kaspersky Security Cloud for Win-
dows. The feature now auto-checks email addresses entered
when logging into online accounts. This means users can
save time as they do not need to manually input the email
addresses they want to be checked by the service. Plus, users
now have the option to add individual email addresses to a
list that is checked regularly by the feature.

vention, as well as innovative monitoring and evaluation of
social distancing strategies.

She pointed out that the Memorandum of Understand-
ing signed with the Arab Fund for Economic and Social
Development aims to contribute to meeting urgent needs
to support efforts to combat the COVID-19 and limit its
spread, as well as to cover the costs of meeting basic medi-
cal equipment, medicines, and means of monitoring to limit
the spread of the virus, all of which help ensure protect
citizens.

Al-Mashat stressed the importance of these agreements to
achieve Goal 3 of SDGs for good health and wellbeing, as
well as Goal 17 for partnerships to achieve the goals, not-
ing the ministry’s persistent efforts to push for a human-
centered economy within the framework of cooperation be-
tween development partners to win international assistance
for projects that are in line with the National Development
Agenda 2030.

™

_By;
Olivér Varhelyi

European Commissioner for Neigh-
bourhood Policy & Enlargement
says:

TAIEX and Twinning

TAIEX is the Technical Assistance and Information Ex-
change instrument of the European Commission. TAIEX
supports public administrations with regard to the approxi-
mation, application and enforcement of EU legislation as
well as facilitating the sharing of EU best practices. It is
largely needs-driven and delivers appropriate tailor-made
expertise to address issues at short notice in three ways:
workshops, expert missions and study visits.

In recent years, TAIEX assistance has also become avail-
able to countries covered by development policies and
the Partnership Instrument worldwide, and to EU Mem-
ber States to support key structural reforms and better re-
gional and environment policies. Since the start of their
operations, TAIEX and its longer—term sibling, Twinning,
contributed to promote democracy and stability, the rule of
law and good governance, as well as economic develop-
ment and prosperity in the Neighbourhood and Enlarge-
ment regions by strengthening capacity and supporting the
work of public administrations.

The publication presents TAIEX and Twinning 2019 ac-
tivities in numbers and highlights some of their success
stories. It also shows Twinning’s long-term positive im-
pact. In 2019, 1020 TAIEX activities and 169 Twinning
projects brought the best of EU countries’ expertise to
partner public administrations.

As a foreword, “For years, TAIEX and Twinning have
supported the EU in exporting its standards and values to
the EU neighbourhood, and have promoted strong owner-
ship, mutual exchanges, and fruitful cooperation with our
neighbours. This task will be no less important in the years
ahead, as changes in climate, geopolitics and digital tech-
nologies reshape the world order.”
https://www.euneighbours.eu/sites/default/files/publica-
@5/2020-08/annual-activity-report-ZO19_en.pdf

Transfer pricing is now a funda-
mental pillar for businesses, not only

from a tax perspective, according to
PwC's latest survey

By ; Mahmoud El Daba — Mohamed Shawky

The TP landscape has changed and evolved significantly in
the last 12 months. The combination of extensive new com-
pliance requirements, a refresh of business models (also ne-
cessitated by COVID-19) and disputes with tax authorities
on TP (‘TP controversies’) means that today TP in the Mid-
dle East is no longer a tax related afterthought, but instead, it
has become a fundamental pillar of tax and business strategy
for most groups. In the last year, we have seen key develop-
ments in the region, mainly in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates, Jordan, Bahrain and Oman. To
assess these changes and their impact on businesses, PwC
has conducted a survey of over 120 finance and tax profes-
sionals globally who deal with a taxable presence for their
businesses in the Middle East in positions ranging from tax
managers to C-suite executives in various industries. 53%
of respondents work in organisations headquartered in the
Middle East, 20% in Europe and 17% in North America.
The survey took place between February and June 2020 tak-
ing into account views on COVID-19’s impact on TP.

The results reflect the fact that 93% of businesses feel that
TP as a concept is either important or very important to their
group; and although, 81% of respondents prepare TP docu-
mentation, the approach used varies significantly. Addition-
ally, 53% of respondents expect there to be some changes
to their TP policies or the introduction of new transactions
due to COVID-19. The BEPS initiatives have significantly
impacted the way multinationals approach TP and interna-
tional tax matters. The focus on substance, the increased risk
of creating permanent establishments, as well as significant
compliance and reporting requirements means that TP mod-
els that were deemed “compliant” in the past had to be re-
designed or in some cases, completely overhauled. 77% of
respondents have either made or are in the process of mak-
ing changes to their TP policies as a result of BEPS Initia-
tives. Additionally, 75% of respondents have either made or
are in the process of making changes to their legal structure,
ownership of intangibles or funding positions as a result of
BEPS. Another area the survey examined is the TP technolo-
gies in place for documentation and reporting purposes. It
concluded that 57% of groups still follow relatively manual
and unsophisticated processes using software such as Word
and Excel; whilst 72% of groups headquartered in the Mid-
dle East suggested the use of a manual approach over those
headquartered elsewhere. This response goes hand in hand
with the fact that TP is still a maturing concept in the Mid-
dle East and as such, the initial focus has been on complying
and adjusting to the new rules. As the annual process takes
effect, we expect to see an increased focus on automating
certain parts of the TP process, in turn g iving TP and tax
teams the opportunity to deliver more value to their busi-
nesses with a reduced manual compliance workload.
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End of next September:

Minister of Communications: Automated documentation services will he made availahle
through 361developer offices for the real estate month

By: Shaima Hassan — Mohamed Shawky

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications and Information
Technology, affirmed that authentication services will be pro-
vided in a mechanized manner to citizens through 361 prepared
and equipped offices, respectively, until the end of September,
within the framework of building digital Egypt and with the
aim of achieving a qualitative leap and providing an integrated
system through which documentation services are provided in
a manner appropriate Of the Egyptian citizen; Noting that this
work is the result of effective cooperation with the Ministries
of Justice and Local Development to unify resources, as these
services will be provided through the real estate registry of-
fices of the Ministry of Justice, the post offices of the Ministry
of Communications and Information Technology, and the citi-
zen service offices of the Ministry of Local Development and
the governorates. This came during a press conference held
today by Dr. Amr Talaat at the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology headquarters in the Smart Village.
During the press conference, Dr. Amr Talaat reviewed the most
important features of the Digital Egypt project, in which the ef-
forts of all sectors of the state are concerted to provide services
in a more accessible manner to citizens, as a pilot project was
implemented in Port Said Governorate in June 2019, and the

Fawry is now Egypt's First Tech Unicorn
By ; Nelly All — Basel Khaled

Ashraf Sabry, CEO of Fawry “It is my pride that Fawry has I
become the first startup technology company in Egypt to get
to the billion-dollar valuation.”

“On this occasion, I extend my sincere appreciation to all
of my coworkers in Fawry for their efforts to put Fawry
as a leading player in the Egyptian market and gain inves—l
tors trust.” “We are also proud that all Fawry platforms and
tech solutions were developed by Egyptian engineers. And I
all fawry employees are Egyptian youth, which indicates
the huge ability of Egyptians if provided with appropriate
conditions.” The market cap of Fawry during the intraday
trading at the Egyptian Exchange on the 17th, 18th and
19th of this August exceeded $1 billion, to become the first

Egyptian startup to hits unicorn status with I
market cap of $1 BN... Eng Ashraf
Sabry stated that joining the Unicorn I
"' X Club is a result of years of hard ef-
; fort from all Fawry employees, and
it shows the innovation of Egyptians, I
especially since the company was
P ) able to attract many international in—l
/ vestors’ trust in the Egyptian market. He
also emphasized that the power of Fawry’s brand,
partners trust, and the company’s vision to facilitate Egyp-
tians life through mobile services and e-commerce are the
most important reasons that enhance the company’s ability
to seize the opportunities available in the Egyptian market. I

Worthy mentioning that Fawry, the leading platform for digi-
tal transformation and e-payments, serves more than 29 million I
customers per month, with more than 3 million transactions
per day for more than 879 services including telecom bills,
tickets and tourism, online payments, various utilities, and oth- I
ers. All through one big network of 34 banks and more than
166.5K outlets across Egypt, 2500+ branches for post offices.
And more than 15 mobile phone wallets for banks and mobile I
companies in addition to “FawryPlus” outlets, as well as “my-
Fawry” online gateway and application.

Ericsson and UNICEF launch global partner-
ship to map school internet connectivity |

By ; Mahmoud El Daba — Basel Khaled

Ericsson and UNICEF announced today a global partner-
ship to help map school connectivity in 35 countries by the
end of 2023. Mapping the internet connectivity landscape
for schools and their surrounding communities is a critical
first step towards providing every child with access to digi-
tal learning opportunities.

This joint effort is part of the Giga initiative. Launched last
year and led by UNICEF and the International Telecommu- I
nication Union (ITU), Giga aims to connect every school
to the internet. Ericsson is the first private sector partner
to make a multimillion-dollar commitment to the initiative
and does so as a Global UNICEF Partner for School Con-
nectivity Mapping.

According to the ITU, 360 million young people currently
do not have access to the internet. This results in exclusion,
fewer resources to learn, and limited opportunities for the
most vulnerable children and youth to fulfill their potential.
Improved connectivity will increase access to information,
opportunity, and choice, enabling generations of school
children to take part in shaping their own futures.

number of digital government services that were launched in
the governorate reached about 155 government services.

; Emphasizing that the experimental operation of the Egypt
digital platform took place during the current month at the
level of the Republic through the provision of 70 government
services, including catering services in cooperation with the
Ministry of Supply, vehicle and driving licenses services in
cooperation with the Public Prosecution and the Ministry of
Interior, documentation services and filing lawsuits in coop-
eration with the Ministry of Justice. The rest of the services
will be launched in succession.

Noting that a citizen can pay service fees through electronic
payment methods, which include credit cards, payment com-
panies and mobile wallets. Citizens will also be able to obtain
these services later through a mobile application that will be
launched in the coming weeks or through call centers, post of-
fices or citizen service centers.

Dr. Amr Talaat explained the development that Egyptian
Post is witnessing to become one of the outlets for pro-
viding Egypt’s digital services in light of the confidence
it enjoys with citizens and its spread throughout the re-
public with 4,000 post offices. 816 post offices have been
automated and developed, and 782 offices are targeted
by the end of the current fiscal year, at a total cost of
3.2 billion pounds, and a plan is being implemented to
double ATM machines from 350 to 700 during the current
fiscal year at a cost of 300 million pounds; In addition
to increasing the number of offices by spreading mail
booths at gas stations and implementing a plan to deploy
mobile offices, as a contract was signed with the Arab
Organization for Industrialization on 84 cars equipped
and equipped with post offices and a dispensing machine
to move them at peak times at work at post offices, espe-
cially at times of pension disbursement. .

0,000 have registered for the ITIDA program to build the creativity and entre
preneurship capabhilities of university students and recent graduates

By : Nelly All - Nahla Makled

The Technology Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center
(TIC) at the Information Technology Industry Development
Agency (ITIDA) has invited university students and recent
graduates to apply to participate in the InnovEgypt program
for building the capacity of university students in the field of
creativity and entrepreneurship, as 10,000 university students
have registered to benefit from the program so far. Fresh
graduates from different governorates.

In response to the precautionary measures related to the
emerging corona virus, which requires reducing gatherings,
the center has designed a special version of the program this
year under the name InnovEgypt Online, as it is presented
entirely online, and training for participants has started in
batches from last June until the end of next October.

The program, which is specifically designed to support and
guide students and graduates, works on setting their first steps
in the field of creativity and entrepreneurship, in addition to
providing the basic knowledge required to inspire partici-
pants and motivate them to think as entrepreneurs and teach
them how to generate innovative ideas using design thinking
as an effective and innovative way to solve problems.

The duration of the training course is 30 hours, including 16
interactive hours of 4 hours per day and over 4 days of work-
shops. The student or recent graduate can participate in the
program in the morning or evening training periods, accord-
ing to his desire.

The program targets graduates of 2015 or later, as well as
university students in majors related to information and com-
munication technology and who have successfully completed
the second, third or fourth academic year from the Faculties
of Engineering, the College of Computers and Information,
the College of Science (Computer and Artificial Intelligence
majors), and the College of Economics and Political Science
( Computer Department), Engineering Institutes, College
of Commerce, College of Applied Arts, College of Specific
Education (Computer Department), and College of Industrial
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At the end of the program, which is offered for free, the
trainee will obtain a certificate approved by the Technology
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center, and it also provides
an opportunity to participate in the Ideathon competition and
receive financial prizes worth 360,000 EGP.

The program consists of three main units, namely, creativity
and technology management around the basics of creativity
and technology management, and a creative thought camp,
during which students learn how to use different techniques
to generate creative business ideas based on realistic chal-
lenges, and entrepreneurship, which cover the basic concepts
of entrepreneurship and give detailed training on basic tools.
Required by potential entrepreneurs to start their new busi-
ness.

It is worth noting that the InnovEgypt program aims to create
an Egyptian base of qualified competencies from innovators
and entrepreneurs by providing comprehensive training on
innovation and technology management and on entrepreneur-
ship to students based on best practices and lessons learned.

BenQ Unveils New RP02 Series Interactive Flat Panels With Ad-

vanced ClassroomCareTM Technology

By ; Shaima Hassan — Nahla Makled
In a few days, schools will re-open, and
kids will most likely resume schooling
with a combination of social distancing
in classroom or distance learning, BenQ,
global leaders in display technology so-
lutions, announces their latest RP02 Se-
ries of Interactive Flat Panels (IFPs) for
classrooms that equip with Advanced
ClassroomCareTM  Technologies, not
only monitoring environmental status
and killing bacteria within their vicinity,
but also enhancing cloud collaboration
when distance learning, and management
support for installers, IT departments and
end users.

“Starting from 2016, we have always
been trying to invest in and encourage
learning, and our latest solutions have
been designed, keeping in mind the
needs and health concerns of school-
going students (and their parents). Solu-
tions like the IFPs in the RP02 Series act
as a safeguard for classrooms in these
trying times with the Third generation of
Germ-Resistant screen. And, we are the
first and the only brand that has acquired
TUV and SIAA certificates. These prove

. . BenQ’s
our Germ-Resistant screen with a nano-

ionic silver coating is enduring, non-
toxic and exponentially reducing the pos-
sibility of bacteria festering on screens
used in smart classrooms due to multiple
people touching it and being around it.
This will ensure regularity and lower the
transmission of any infection within the
classrooms.” Says Manish Bakshi, Man-
aging Director of BenQ Middle East.
Exclusive Advanced ClassroomCareTM
Technologies Help Protect Users Against
Deteriorating Health Risks.

Invisible enemies in classrooms include
poor air quality, germs, and blue-light
from LCD panels, decreasing student
concentration and increasing school ab-
senteeism and vision impairment. All
panels in the RP02 Series come with
advanced ClassroomCareTM
Technologies featuring the Third Gen-

eration of Germ Resistant, Air Quality
Sensor and Smart Eye-Care Solutions
that cover everything from eye care and
germ resistance to CO2, Particulate Mat-
ter, temperature and humidity monitor-
ing, creating safe and healthy spaces for
students and teachers.

The Third Generation of Germ-Resistant
Screen incorporates higher concentra-
tions of nano-ionic silver compounds,
and cured altogether with the anti-glare
coating and tempered glass, making the
screen have long-lasting anti-bacteria
and eye-care efficacy than any conven-
tional germ-resistant screen or sprays.
More importantly, the screen is certified
by TUV and SIAA that proves the effi-
cacy of germ-resistance and non-toxicity.
Air Quality Sensors monitors air pollu-
tion (PM2.5 and PM10), temperature and
humidity status in real-time, indicating
teachers to instantly take actions to open
or close windows or turn on ventilation
systems to improve airflow. )
Smart Eye-Care Solutions with TUV
Certified Low Blue Light filters, Flicker-
free technologies plus Anti-glare that
provide teachers and students with a
tiredness-free screen.

By: Mahmoud Al-Dabaa - Nahla Mkled

“Education” signs a cooperation protocol with “Orange” Egypt to launch a digital piat-

emerging corona virus.

(" No.647- 13Myear Sun-30 August 2020 ,

The Ministry of Education and Technical
Education signed a cooperation protocol with
Orange Egypt to provide hosting services and
provide the cloud infrastructure necessary to
operate and manage a digital platform for e-
lessons launched by the ministry, for a period
of three years, that allows students to access
the contents of educational curricula easily
and conveniently, in the presence of Dr. Tarek
Shawky, Minister of Education And technical
education, and the engineer, Yasser Shaker,
CEO and Managing Director of Orange Egypt.
The agreement includes that the Ministry of
Education develop an educational platform
to display educational content for students,
produced by the ministry, determine the nec-
essary technical needs related to hosting and
the infrastructure necessary to launch the
platform, and provide the digital content to be

made available on the platform in line with |

the ministry’s vision and strategy in this re-
gard, and it undertakes Orange, in coordina-
tion with the Ministry, provides the platform
with all the modern technologies needed to
host content through its data hosting centers,
and provide the cloud infrastructure necessary
to operate and manage the platform. Orange
cash will also be used as a means of paying
the fees for the platform via smart phones.

For his part, Dr. Tariq Shawky, Minister of
Education, said that this step comes within the
framework of the ministry’s interest in pro-
viding alternatives for our students to distance
education, which the ministry started since
the beginning of the Corona crisis, which wit-
nessed the launch of more than one digital li-
brary (https://study.ekb. eg) and a platform to
broadcast educational lessons to our students
(https://stream.moe.gov.eg). The Ministry

also launched a platform to broadcast final
reviews of high school students for various
materials https://www.thanaweya.net

Shawky added, all of these measures come
within the framework of implementing an
integrated strategy to develop the educational
system, as well as the ministry’s follow-up of
new policies that rely heavily on modern tech-
nological and educational means, in imple-
mentation of the state’s comprehensive plan
to deal with any potential repercussions of the

For his part, Eng. Yasser Shaker, CEO and
Managing Director of Orange Egypt, affirmed
the Ministry of Education’s confidence in Or-
ange Egypt to complete this pivotal task in the
history of the education sector in Egypt, add-
ing: “The selection of Orange Egypt by the
Ministry of Education in this important digital
project is a testimony. Great confidence in the
technological infrastructure that the company
worked to develop over the past years in prep-
aration for supporting the country’s plans for
digital transformation.

He added, Orange Egypt provides a tremen-
dous number of advanced technical services,
especially cloud services, based on its smart
infrastructure and global experiences in im-
plementing various and multiple projects in
cooperation with major international compa-
nies.

By:

President of Ericsson Middle East
and Africa

Africa in Motion: Accelerating Af-
rica’s digital future” 1-2 “

As a continent with very high potential for growing econo-
mies, how can African countries accelerate their digital adop-
tion and leapfrog into a new era of socio-economic prosper-
ity?

This could be achieved by leveraging new technologies that
make it easier to conduct business, raise productivity and ef-
ficiency while encouraging an inclusive society. Embracing
new ways of enabling positive change will boost livelihoods,
promote financial inclusion and improve access to health,
education, government services and more.

With the ambition of supporting the acceleration of Africa’s
digitization journey, we are working jointly with our custom-
ers - the service providers - and other stakeholders across the
continent to enable #AfricalnMotion.

We believe that Information and Communications Tech-
nology (ICT) is the catalyst for digital transformation, with
mobile networks being the crucial ingredient in increasing
Africa’s economic competitiveness in the global arena. While
we have witnessed impressive market developments in recent
years, Africa’s ICT sector still has growth potential compared
to leading economies.

As digital infrastructure and transaction become increas-
ingly impactful to the development of the African societies
and economies, affordable broadband access will need to be
extended to over a billion individuals to bridge the “digital
divide” and enable them to reap the benefits of the digital
economy.
The Ericsson Mobility Report shows us that, by 2025, 77%
of subscriptions in the Middle East and North Africa are ex-
pected to be for mobile broadband, while in Sub-Saharan
Africa mobile broadband subscriptions will increase to reach
around 72% of mobile subscriptions. Mobile broadband con-
nectivity not only offers great potential to transform cities
and industries, but it enables connectivity as a basic human
right; fostering inclusion and making a positive, sustainable
economic impact. With our commitment to innovation and
long history of engaging in Africa’s telecom industry, we at
Ericsson are driven to deliver the next-generation technology
solutions to Africa. These can enable sweeping changes to in-
dustrial production, allow seamless access to societal services
and provide people with ways of living harmoniously with
their environment.
Bridging the “digital divide” is a demanding journey both
for the public sector and the telecoms industry. This carries
significant potential to contribute to the United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Africa. In order to
achieve that, we have a continuous ongoing journey serving
several parameters.

And the story just begins here. We strongly believe in the
importance of education for the economic development of
Africa by building the right foundation to propel a steady
eco-system. Our efforts to support education in Affica is a
continuous determination and for that we are proud to launch
our three-year global partnership with UNICEF that will help
map school connectivity in 35 countries by the end of 2023.
Our partnership will support the UN’s Giga initiative, a global
program led by UNICEF and the International Telecommu-
nications Union (ITU) that aims to connect every school to
the Internet.

Another key example in supporting education is our “Con-
nect to Learn” program, an initiative that implements Infor-
mation and Communications Technology (ICT) in schools of-
ten in resource poor settings to enhance the quality and access
to teaching and learning resources in a safe, cost effective,
and user-friendly way. The program uses the power of mo-
bility, broadband and cloud solutions. Since 2008, we have
helped to connect over 500,000 people, students and teachers
at remote villages across 10 sub-Saharan countries with tech-
nology tools, digital learning resources and new interactive
forms of teaching pedagogies.

Furthermore, another testimony that reiterates our efforts
in supporting education, is our recently announced “Erics-
son Educate” initiative with UNESCO. In response to how
the global COVID-19 Pandemic, UNESCO and Ericsson
have launched a new portal for teaching Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) to children. Teaching Al is a learning program,
which includes a free, multi-lingual artificial intelligence
(AJ) skills portal that can be accessed globally by parents
and teachers, enabling them to support children and stu-
dents in home learning environments to learn about Al.

Additionally, we have also launched recently our Digi-
tal Lab program in South Africa. The program represents
Ericsson’s commitment to supporting the UN Sustain-
able Development Goals — especially Goal #4, with the
aim of ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education
and promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all. The
Ericsson Digital Lab program is an innovative education
program targeted towards older children to support them
in their first encounters with the world of programming
and new technologies. The program started in Gothen-
burg, Sweden, as a collaboration with Universeum, a pub-
lic science centre based in Gothenburg. During 2019-20
the program was expanded to South Africa. We partnered
with “Wot-If? Trust” to bring this innovative digital skills
program to the youth in Diepsloot, Johannesburg, South
Africa and our ambition is to expand this initiative to more
young students across Africa.

On the other hand, we also focus on another fundamen-
tal goal and that is financial inclusion through the use of
digital technology which is an essential element in further-
ing the economic development of Africa. Mobile money
services have become an essential, life-changing tool
across the continent, providing access to safe and secure
financial services but also to energy, health, education and
employment opportunities. One key example to showcase
our efforts in that area is our Ericsson Wallet Platform that
allows users to store, transfer and withdraw money; pay
merchants and utility providers; and use financial services
such as savings and loans.

With connectivity acting as a critical enabler of social and
economic change, sustainable technologies that support
the SDGs are the need of the hour. According to Ericsson
research, ICT solutions could help to reduce greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions by up to 15% by 2030, amounting
to around ten gigatons of CO2e—more than the current
carbon footprint of the EU and US combined. Examples
of areas where the savings can be enabled by ICT solu-
tions are transportation, energy, industries and agriculture.
This is reflected in our initiatives such as Ericsson Weather
Data and Mixed Reality for Urban Design.

Clearly, the SDGs provide a unique opportunity for in-
teresting discussions that will lead to more multi-sectoral
partnerships and opportunities that will help spur progress
towards meeting the goals.

— J—
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