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With the Regional President of SAP for Europe, the Middle East, and Africa:
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Minister of Communications Discusses Enhancing the Global Company’s
Investments in Egypt and Expanding its Outsourcing Business

By: Pakinam Khaled

Engineer Raafat Hindi, Minister of
Communications and Information

Technology, met with Augusta
Spinelli, Regional President for
Europe, the Middle East, and

Africa (EMEA) at SAP, and her
accompanying  delegation.  The
meeting focused on opportunities to
enhance the company’s investments
in Egypt and expand its outsourcing
business.

The meeting also addressed
cooperation in the field of cloud
computing, aiming to strengthen the
country’s digital sovereignty over
its data and applications provided
through the company’s cloud
computing services to its clients
in Egypt. This includes expanding
the availability of advanced
features in the Egyptian market
that utilize artificial intelligence
capabilities within its systems, as
well as strengthening cooperation in
building digital capabilities through
specialized training programs to

prepare young people for the job
market. These programs will equip
them with advanced skills in the
technological solutions provided
by the company, thus enhancing
their readiness for the global job
market. The meeting also addressed
the possibility of collaborating on
a comprehensive study of labor
market requirements in technology
fields related to SAP solutions.

Minister of Communications and
Information Technology, Raafat
Hindi, emphasized the Ministry’s
commitment to enhancing the
competitiveness of the ICT sector
regionally and internationally, and
to creating a stimulating business
environment that enables companies
to expand their operations in Egypt
and increase their exports of digital
services. He noted the Ministry’s
interest in establishing partnerships
with global companies in the
field of digital capacity building,
and expanding training programs
aimed at developing the skills

required by the labor market. This
will contribute to preparing highly
specialized digital talent, supporting
the expansion plans of companies
operating in the ICT sector in Egypt,
and strengthening Egypt’s position

as a global hub for providing
outsourcing and cross-border IT
services.

Augusta Spinelli, Regional
President for Europe, the Middle
East, and Africa (EMEA) at SAP,

said: “SAP values its long-standing
partnership with th e Egyptian
Ministry of Communi c ations
and Information Tec h nology
and reaffirms its ¢ o mmitment to
supporting the dev e lopment of
digital skills and strengthening
the local technolo gy ecosystem.
Through this joint collaboration
aimed at empowerin g national
talent and launchin g innovation-
focused initiative s , we seek to
contribute to the country’s ongoing
efforts to develop its technological
capabilities. Egypt is a promising
and important market for us, and
we look forward to strengthening
our efforts with the Ministry to
create sustainable opportunities
that support the e c onomy.” Eng.
Mohamed Sami, General Manager
of SAP Egypt, added: “SAP Egypt
appreciates its cl o se cooperation
with the Ministry and the strong
partnership we have built over the
past years.” Our c o mmitment to
empowering youth and developing

their capabilities remains steadfast
and unwavering. We seek to amplify
this commitment by investing
further in preparing and equipping
the next generation with the skills
that will enable them to succeed in a
rapidly evolving digital economy.”
The meeting was at t ended by
Eng. Ahmed El-Zaher, CEO of the
Information Techno 1ogy Industry
Development Agency (ITIDA);
Dr. Heba Saleh, President of the
Information Technology Institute;
Eng. Mahmoud Badawy, Assistant
Minister of Commun i cations
and Information Te c¢ hnology for
Digital Transforma t ion Affairs;
Eng. Saad Roshdy, H ead of the
Central Department for Resources
and Technical Assi s tance and
Supervisor of the C entral
Department for Tec h nological
Projects and Outso u rcing at the
Ministry of Commun ications and
Information Techno 1 ogy; and a
number of leaders from the Ministry
and SAP.

Mayar Naguib Appointed Head of Corporate
Communications, Public Relations, and
Sustainability at EXE Egypt

By: Amir Taha

Mayar Naguib has joined E&E Egypt
as Head of Corporate Communications,
Public Relations, and Sustainability.
She will also oversee the work of
the E&E Egypt Foundation for
Community Development, established
in 2013. This appointment aligns with
the company’s strategy to enhance its
corporate communications and expand
the impact of its sustainability and
social responsibility initiatives.
Nagibbrings over20 years of experience
in corporate communications, public
relations, marketing, and community
development. She has held several
leadership ~ positions in  major
international organizations and has
contributed to leading communication
strategies and media campaigns that
have strengthened brand presence and
solidified corporate standing.

Prior to joining E&E Egypt, Naguib
served as Head of Media and Corporate
Social Responsibility at Telecom Egypt
(WE). She also held the position of Head
of Communications for Egypt and the
Levant at Philip Morris International,

in addition to serving as Head of
External Communications at Valu
Egypt. Previously, she was Marketing
and Public Relations Manager at Intel
in Egypt, the Levant, and North Africa,
and held management positions in
communications and public relations at
G&D and Lufthansa.

In her new role, under the leadership of
Eng. Ahmed Embaby, Head of Brand,
Corporate Communications, Media,
Public Relations, and Sustainability,

Mayar Naguib will be responsible
for implementing the company’s
corporate communications ~strategy
development plan and building
corporate  reputation and  brand
awareness, in line with Egypt’s Vision
2030. She will also oversee corporate
social responsibility initiatives in the
areas of education, health, community
development, sustainability, and digital
empowerment.

Naguib specializes in crisis
management and developing integrated
communication ~ campaigns. She
holds a bachelor’s degree in media
and journalism from the American

University in Cairo, with minors
in business administration and
psychology.

This appointment reflects E&E Egypt’s
commitment to attracting exceptional
talent and expertise, which will support
the development of the company’s
corporate communications  system
and enhance its role in supporting
digital transformation and contributing
to sustainable development in the
Egyptian market.

F5 and Forcepoint Partner to Secure Enterprise Al

By : Wael Magdy

F5, aglobal leader in application delivery
and API security, and Forcepoint, a
global leader in data security, today
announced a new alliance to help
enterprises secure Al technologies
across their entire lifecycle, from basic
data discovery and classification to
on-the-job protection and ongoing
compliance.

As Al technologies accelerate their
adoption in digital assistants and
automated workflows, security practices
are under increasing pressure and can no
longer keep pace. Many organizations
face complex challenges in locating
sensitive data, understanding its flow
through Al systems, and assessing risks
that may arise during actual deployment.
While data governance, application
security, and operational safeguards
are crucial, these areas often operate
in isolation, leading to gaps between
security policies and the actual behavior
of Al systems.

To address these challenges, the combined
solution integrates Forcepoint’s
Al-powered Data  Security Mode
Management (DSPM) platform with the
offensive testing and Al safeguarding
capabilities of the F5 Application
and  Security  Delivery  Platform
(ADSP). This integration enables the
application of real-time safeguards to Al
applications, APIs, models, and agents,

S

allowing organizations to operate these
technologies securely while maintaining
visibility and continuous control over
sensitive data.

These integrated capabilities empower
security teams to identify and address
data vulnerabilities in real time,
prioritize Al use cases based on risk
level, apply real-time operational
controls to Al interactions, and monitor
systems for unauthorized use or unusual
behavior. Continuous measurement and
policy verification mechanisms provide
ongoing assurance that Al systems
operate securely and comply with
corporate governance requirements.
John Madison, Chief Marketing
Officer at F5, said, “Organizations are
moving Al initiatives from testing to
deployment at a faster pace than security
software can keep up. By combining
Forcepoint’s advanced data and
contextual understanding capabilities
with F5’s advanced application security
and operational protection capabilities,
organizations can bridge operational

rorcepoint

security gaps while enhancing trust
and control over Al operations. As the
range of Al-related threats expands,
the integration of Forcepoint’s Data
Security Management Platform (DSPM)
with F5’s Al control testing capabilities
provides proactive tools that enable
organizations to scale and securely
manage Al across its lifecycle.”

For his part, Naveen Pallavali, Head of
Product and Marketing at Forcepoint, said:
“Artificial intelligence has completely
redefined the concept of data security,
revealing the limitations and inadequacy
of static policies. Therefore, both F5 and
Forcepoint are working to establish new
standards for continuous and adaptive
protection that keeps pace with the
movement of data from its creation
through all stages of its lifecycle, all the
way to the operational layer where Al
systems operate and evolve. There is no
doubt that Al-related threats require a new
class of proactive solutions to mitigate
data and AI risks, and this partnership
today embodies that.”

Ministers of Electricity and Communications Discuss Mechanisms to
Support, Develop, and Attract Investments in the Data Center Industry

By: Islam TawfiK

In light of presidential directives to
develop the data center industry and
attract more investments to Egypt in this
sector, Dr. Mahmoud Esmat, Minister
of Electricity and Renewable Energy,
and Eng. Raafat Hindi, Minister of
Communications and Information
Technology, held an expanded meeting
at the Ministry of Electricity and
Renewable Energy headquarters in
the New Administrative Capital. The
meeting, attended by several executive
leaders from both ministries, focused
on mechanisms to support and develop
the data center industry and enhance
the attractiveness of the Egyptian
market for global and local investments
in this sector.

The meeting reflects the state’s
vision, which considers data and
digital infrastructure as strategic

assets and seeks to address them
through an integrated approach based
on collaboration among all relevant
stakeholders. This approach aims to
overcome any obstacles to investment
flow and maximize the benefits of the
promising opportunities Egypt offers in
this industry. Investment in data centers
is directly linked to developmental
returns, namely supporting and
accelerating digital transformation.
Expanding data centers contributes
to enabling the digital transformation
of both the public and private sectors
by improving service efficiency,
promoting reliance on digital solutions,

and supporting innovation and
entrepreneurship.

Dr. Mahmoud Esmat stated that the
electricity sector operates through
an integrated vision, a work strategy,
and specific implementation plans to
achieve energy security, modernize,
develop, and strengthen the unified
grid, increase its capacity, and improve
the level of services provided within
the framework of the state’s digital
transformation plan. He pointed to the
importance of attracting investment
in data centers through suitable long-
term agreements with investors. He
explained that the state has worked to
create a conducive environment, attract
investments, open the field to the local
and foreign private sector, and support
investment in renewable energy, in light
of the national energy strategy, which
aims to increase the share of renewable
energy in the energy mix to more
than 42% by 2030 and 65% by 2040,
utilizing available natural resources,
maximizing their returns, and reducing
the use of fossil fuels. Dr. Esmat
affirmed that electricity is available for
all uses within the framework of the
state’s sustainable development plan,
explaining that the necessary support
is provided for localizing industry and
modern technology. He pointed to the
energy transformation strategy and
reliance on clean and renewable energy
in the energy mix, in partnership and
cooperation with the private sector.
He emphasized that the state provides

all possible support to encourage the
private sector and work to increase its
participation and dependence through
Successful partnerships across all
sectors, highlighting the electricity
sector’s focus on promoting renewable
energy use, reducing carbon emissions,
and decreasing fuel consumption.

For his part, Engineer Raafat Hindi
emphasized that Egypt possesses
competitive advantages that qualify it
to become a leading regional hub and

> _—

attract international and local private
sector investments in the data center
industry. These advantages include a
strategic geographic location, advanced

fiber optic network infrastructure,
and highly efficient regional and
international connectivity. Egypt also
boasts a large pool of engineers and IT
experts capable of efficiently managing
and operating data centers, along with
a promising investment environment
supported by economic and legislative

reforms that encourage investment,
and the availability of diverse and
expandable energy sources to support
the efficient and sustainable operation
of data centers.

He added that data centers represent
the backbone of digital transformation,
enabling the efficient hosting and
operation of artificial intelligence
applications and digital services. He
noted that developing this industry is
a crucial step towards implementing
Egypt’s digital strategy, achieving
digital sovereignty, improving the
quality of services provided to citizens,
and enhancing the efficiency of
public and private sector institutions.
He explained that the success of the
data center industry hinges primarily
on the availability of advanced
infrastructure, including highly reliable
communication networks supported by
stable and sustainable power supplies.
The meeting also addressed the efforts
of the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology to expand
the deployment of fiber optic networks
and improve the efficiency of data
transmission networks, as well as the
efforts of the Ministry of Electricity to
secure continuous and scalable energy
sources to meet the needs of major
projects.

In this context, it was agreed to form
a joint working group between the two
ministries to develop a strategy for
the data center industry. This strategy
will include studying the possibility of

offering a comprehensive package of
investment incentives, encompassing
guarantees of sustainable and stable
energy supplies at competitive
prices, streamlining licensing and
allocation procedures in coordination
with relevant authorities, supporting
the shift towards green data centers
using renewable energy sources,
and encouraging the use of the latest
technologies to enhance operational
efficiency and  reduce  energy
consumption.

The meeting was attended by Dr.
Ahmed Mohina, Head of the Strategic
Planning and Performance Monitoring
Sector, and Dr. Khaled El-Dastawy,
Member responsible for Distribution
Companies Affairs, representing the
Ministry of Electricity. The meeting
was also attended by representatives
from the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology. Engineer

Mohamed Shamroukh, CEO of
the National Telecommunications
Regulatory Authority, Engineer

Mahmoud Badawi, Assistant Minister
of Communications and Information
Technology for Digital Transformation
Affairs, Engineer Saad Rushdi, Head of
the Central Department for Resources
and  Technical  Assistance and
Supervisor of the Central Department
for Technological Projects and
Outsourcing, Dr. Mahmoud Fakhr El-
Din, Head of the Central Department
for Automation Projects; and a number
of leaders from the two ministries.
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MCS Showcases Vision for Advancing Technology’s Role in
Energy Sector Digital Transformation at EGYPES 2026

By : Mohamed Essam

Amidst the rapid global transformations in the
energy sector, increasingly reliant on technology and
digitalization as key drivers for enhancing efficiency
and sustainability, (MCS) has announced its
participation in the Egypt Energy Show (EGYPES)
2026.

The ninth edition of EGYPES, held under the
patronage of His Excellency President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi, President of the Arab Republic of Egypt,
from March 30th to April 1st

The event is a premier platform for the energy sector
in North Africa and the Mediterranean, serving as a
strategic hub for international dialogue on the future
of energy, investment, and technology.

MCS’s participation highlights its strategic vision
to integrate advanced technology solutions within

energy systems. This integration aims to elevate
operational efficiency, enhances the security
of critical infrastructure, and foster data-driven
decision-making, aligning with the accelerating
global shift towards digitalizing the energy sector.
This step reflects MCS’s strategic direction to
reinforce technology’s role in supporting the digital
transformation of the energy sector and confirming
its position as a trusted partner in developing digital
infrastructure and cybersecurity in Egypt and MEA
region.

Commenting on this announcement, Eng. Tarek
Shabaka, Chairman of MCS, stated: “MCS’s
participation in EGYPES 2026 is an extension of
our role in supporting the Egyptian state’s directions
towards building an integrated digital economy.
The synergy between energy and technology has

become a primary engine for achieving sustainable
development and enhancing competitiveness.
Hosting this event in Egypt reflects its growing
stature as a regional energy and technology hub,
capable of connecting African, European, and
Middle Eastern markets, in addition to attracting
investments and fostering international partnerships
in the energy sector.”

He added: “The conference is a strategic platform
bringing together decision-makers, industry
leaders, and investors, contributing to the
conversion of visions into tangible investment
opportunities and partnerships that support the
future of the energy sector. MCS’s participation
also reflects its commitment to sustainability by
offering technology solutions that improve energy
consumption efficiency and reduce environmental

impact, in line with global trends towards a green
economy.”

During its participation, MCS will showcase a
comprehensive suite of advanced digital solutions
that form a fundamental pillar for the future of
energy. These include digital infrastructure and
modern data centers, cloud computing platforms
and data management systems, Al solutions and
real-time analytics, cybersecurity technologies for
protecting critical infrastructure, and specialized
OT & IoT solutions for the energy sector. These
solutions are designed to support the transition
towards smarter, more resilient energy systems,
capable of optimizing operational performance,
enhancing resource management efficiency, and
addressing the increasing challenges within a
complex digital environment.

Abu Dhabi advances US$57bn infrastructure
pipeline amid global volatility

By : Islam Tawfik

The Abu Dhabi Projects and
Infrastructure Centre (ADPIC)
has announced the second
Abu Dhabi Infrastructure
Summit (ADIS), taking place
from 12-14 May 2026 at ICC
Hall in ADNEC Centre.
The emirate’s flagship
conference and exhibition
for infrastructure and urban
development, ADIS 2026
returns with an expanded
format reflecting growing
global demand and a
sharpened focus on scale,
impact, and delivery.
Held under the theme Urban
Evolution: Rethinking Cities,
Redefining How We Live, the
summit will bring together
heads of government, global
CEOs, developers, investors,
and innovators from across
the global infrastructure
ecosystem to accelerate the
delivery of more resilient,
sustainable, and  people
centred cities.

Anchored by Abu Dhabi’s
US$57 billion infrastructure
pipeline spanning housing,
transport, culture, education,
and social infrastructure, ADIS
2026 positions the emirate as
a model for sustainable urban
development and translating
ambition into measurable
outcomes.

According to  ADPIC’s
Achievement Report, the
Centre successfully delivered
100 capital projects in
2025, marking a significant
milestone in Abu Dhabi’s
urban  development  and
demonstrating the emirate’s
ability to execute at scale.
His Excellency Mohamed Ali
Al Shorafa, Chairman of the
Department of Municipalities
and Transport, said: “ADIS
is not simply a platform to
showcase what Abu Dhabi
plans to build. It is a platform
to demonstrate how we plan,
design, and deliver cities that
place people at the centre
of development. Through
integrated urban planning,
advanced mobility systems,
and world class infrastructure,
Abu Dhabi continues to
shape communities that are
connected, sustainable, and
built to enhance quality of

life.

“The challenges cities face
today require collaboration at
an unprecedented scale, and
Abu Dhabi remains committed
to sharing its governance
frameworks, delivery models,
and partnerships with the
world. ADIS 2026 brings
together leaders from across
the global ecosystem to
advance solutions that enable
cities to grow responsibly
while serving the needs of
communities.”

With 70 per cent of the world’s
population expected to live in
cities by 2050, the pressure
to build smarter, more
sustainable cities has never
been greater. Abu Dhabi’s
economy reached a record
AED325.7 billion in Q3 2025,
with construction expanding
by 13.9 per cent year-on-year.
ADIS 2026 is both a response
to this global challenge and a
platform to showcase how the
emirate is translating vision
into delivery.

His Excellency Eng Maysarah
Mahmoud Eid, Director
General of ADPIC, said: “Abu
Dhabi has earned its position
as a global benchmark for
infrastructure excellence not

through ambition alone, but
through execution. ADIS
2026 reflects our continued
commitment to advancing
this momentum, convening
leading  global  partners,
investors and innovators to
collectively advance how
cities are planned, financed,
and delivered. Abu Dhabi’s
pipeline is open to the world,
and we invite the world’s best
to help shape it.”

ADIS 2026 will feature a
multi-day  conference, a
dedicated exhibition, and
structured matchmaking
centred on four critical
themes shaping the future of
cities worldwide — delivery-
first  infrastructure, urban
wellbeing, smart solutions,
sustainability and resilience.

Spanning governance
frameworks, digital
infrastructure, sustainable
housing, and  advanced

construction, the programme
is designed to move beyond
dialogue, driving execution
at scale and accelerating low-
carbon urban development.
For the first time, ADIS
2026 will feature dedicated
conference sessions in
collaboration with the

International Federation
of Consulting Engineers
(FIDIC), the world’s leading
global representative body
for consulting engineers,
focusing on  contracting,
dispute  avoidance,  and
resolution practices under the
Abu Dhabi Capital Projects
Framework, signalling Abu
Dhabi’s  commitment to
governance excellence and
internationally aligned project
delivery  standards.

ADIS 2026 will also see
significantly expanded
international participation
from Singapore, China, and
Turkiye, building on the
strong momentum generated
by ADPIC’s international
roadshows  across  these
markets in 2025, which
yielded nine MoUs and more
than 30 B2B meetings. The
expanded presence provides
a platform for each nation’s
contractors, developers,
and industry leaders to
showcase their capabilities
and engage directly with
Abu Dhabi’s project owners,
developers, and delivery
authorities, fostering long-
term collaboration and shared
investment.

Elsewedy Electric and IBM advance enterprise-scale agentic
Al adoption using watsonx portfolio

By : Wael Magdy

IBM announced a strategic collaboration
with Elsewedy Electric, an integrated
energy solutions provider, to advance
enterprise-grade agentic Al adoption across
the organization. The initiative reflects
Elsewedy Electric’s move beyond isolated
Al experimentation toward governed,
action-oriented Al embedded within core
enterprise workflows, leveraging IBM
watsonx.ai and IBM watsonx Orchestrate.
The collaboration establishes a structured
foundation for scaling Al across Elsewedy
Electric  operations, enabling faster
decision-making, improved operational
efficiency, and trusted, long-term
innovation across mission-critical business
domains.

Elsewedy Electric’s Al journey is anchored
in its ambition to embed Al as a core
enterprise capability spanning operations,
supply chain, human resources, finance,
legal, and market intelligence. To support
this vision, IBM’s Client Engineering team
partnered with Elsewedy Electric at an
early stage to deliver a successful proof
of concept focused on Expanding Markets
Investment Research. The initiative
demonstrated how Al can accelerate
market intelligence and investment
analysis under real-world conditions, while
building confidence in AI’s enterprise
value and establishing momentum for
scaled deployment.

Building on this foundation, IBM worked
closely with Elsewedy Electric to assess
strategic business priorities and define an
enterprise Al roadmap comprising more
than 30 prioritized, high-impact use cases
across core enterprise domains, providing
a clear pathway from experimentation to
enterprise-scale execution.

At the core of the initiative is watsonx.
ai, which enables Elsewedy Electric to
build, govern, and deploy enterprise-
grade generative Al models using trusted
operational and enterprise data. Watsonx
Orchestrate extends these capabilities by
operationalizing agentic Al — coordinating
digital assistants and agents, automating
Al-driven workflows, and embedding
intelligence directly into day-to-day HR,

planning, and enterprise processes to
enable consistent execution at scale under
governance controls.

Commenting on the collaboration, Ahmed
Elsewedy, President and Chief Executive
Officer at Elsewedy Electric, said:
“Scaling Al requires more than advanced
technologys; it requires the right foundations
to turn innovation into sustainable value.
Working with IBM will help us to establish
a structured, enterprise-wide approach
to agentic Al—one that aligns strategy,
governance, and execution and enables us
to deploy Al responsibly and effectively
across the organization.”

With IBM’s support, more than 10 Al
use cases have already progressed into
advanced delivery stages, delivering
measurable productivity — gains.

“As  organizations move  from
experimenting with Al to embedding it
into how they operate, governance and
scalability become just as important
as innovation,” stated Marwa Abbas,
General Manager, IBM North East
Africa. “Through the watsonx portfolio,
Elsewedy Electric is advancing toward
enterprise-grade agentic Al — moving
beyond isolated use cases to Al

capabilities that deliver measurable
outcomes across the organization.”

Echoing this perspective, Dr. Hazem
Shatila, Chief Artificial Intelligence
Officer, Elsewedy Electric, shared: “Al
is becoming a core capability that powers
Elsewedy Electric’s future, not just a
technology layer . By adopting IBM’s
framework for change and Al agent-based
approach, we were able to establish clear
governance and standardized processes
that enable us to consistently prioritize
the right use cases, measure their impact,
and scale Al across the organization with
confidence.”

A key enabler of the transformation has
been Xyris Technologies, IBM’s on-
ground implementation partner. Along with
Elsewedy Electric’s Al team, a portfolio
of use cases were identified as a part of
the company’s long term Al integration
ambitions.

This collaboration reinforces IBM’s
commitment to enabling secure, scalable,
and responsible Al adoption for industrial
organizations, supporting digital
transformation, operational resilience,
and long-term competitiveness across the
manufacturing and energy sectors.

EDB Redeems Five-year Eurobonds in Full, Meeting all
Obligations to Investors

By : Rasha Hagag

The Eurasian Development

multilateral
bank  fostering

region, has redeemed its five-
year Eurobond issue (ISIN
Bank (EDB), a leading XS2315951041).
development The total amount paid to
economic  investors at redemption was
growth in the Eurasian 286 million euro, comprising

principal.

the final coupon payment and issue size of 300 million euro.
repayment of the outstanding The bonds were listed on

Euronext Dublin. A portion

The Eurobonds were originally  of the Eurobond issuance had
issued under the Bank’s EMTN  been repurchased by the Bank
Programme with a nominal prior to maturity.

“From Slaves to Bond” documentary to take centre
stage at upcoming El Gouna Film Festival Awards

By ; Amir Taha

with Egypt’s Rosetta Stone and other
national treasures.

Africa,
were conducted with some British

and Greece. Interviews

Arab Financial Services Appoints Mahmoud
Ismail as Managing Director, Egypt and Group
Head of Acquiring Products

The upcoming El Gouna Film Festival
will witness fierce competition by
filmmakers to grab the region’s most
coveted awards. One of the contenders,
“From Slaves to Bond” documentary,
has been nominated as one of the top
competitors for these accolades by top
industry experts as well as the Jesuit
Cinema Club in Cairo, for its genuine
and avant-garde approach.

This large-scale documentary, produced
by the prominent Russian investigating
journalist, Alexey Pivovarov by end of
2025, offers a scrutiny of the British
Empire’s legacy, delving into its more
than two centuries of colonial history
in the Arab region and beyond.

It addresses displaced cultural
heritage, probing into the British
Museum’s collection of approximately

8 million artifacts, which encompasses perspnpel.
significant Egyptian antiquities, raising ~ Testitution arguments

Furthermore, the film presents an
economic analysis of colonialism,
using the Suez Canal to illustrate
the transition from trade partnership
to dependency, to pinpoint how the
19th-century infrastructure projects
facilitated resource extraction and
created debt structures. The 1956
Suez Crisis is presented as a moment
when traditional gunboat diplomacy
encountered  shifting  geopolitical
dynamics.

Commenting on the film’s award debut,
the Journalist Alexey Pivovarov said,
“I am very proud that ‘From Slaves to
Bond’ documentary will be a contender
at one of the global and regional film
festival held in Egypt, which attracts
some of the world’s elite filmmakers as

explores  well industry critics and experts to see
through the firsthand exclusive shows.”

questions about artifact security ~cases of the Parthenon Marbles and  “The making of this documentary

following recent thefts by museum Benin Bronzes,

drawing parallels has taken me across London, India,

historians, descendants of enslaved
people, as well as Indian industrialists,
and Greek archaeologists. I am sure
this documentary will be celebrated by
the El Gouna Film Festival critics and
audience alike, especially the Egyptian
spectators who look for documentaries
that genuinely investigate some of the
historical controversial events, notably
the British colonial heritage in the
region.”

The documentary also incorporates
footage from British museum storage
facilities and contemporary locations
in former colonies, employing archival
materials, maps, and statistical data
such as figures on India’s GDP decline
during the colonial period.

El Gouna Film Festival’s ninth edition
will take place October 15-23, 2026.
The festival annually presents short
and feature films from international
filmmakers.

By : Rasha Hagag

Arab Financial Services (AFS), the leading digital payments provider and fintech enabler across
the MENA region, announced the appointment of Mahmoud Ismail as Managing Director, Egypt
and Group Head of Acquiring Products.

Mahmoud joins AFS from Adyen, where he led regional growth

and planning across MEA. With over 20 years of experience

across major global and regional payment organizations, he

brings the technical and operational expertise required to scale ; X

payment ecosystems in high-velocity markets.

He will execute a dual mandate focused on advancing b, A

AFS’s position in the Egyptian market while evolving the ' \

Group’s regional acquiring strategy to deliver more intuitive,

merchant-centric solutions across the MENA region.

Samer Soliman, CEO of AFS, commented: “In Egypt, our

focus is market dominance. Mahmoud has the operational grit

and technical depth required to scale our footprint and evolve

our product proposition across the Group.”

Mahmoud Ismail added: “AFS has built a formidable '

reputation and a solid foundation in Egypt. I look forward

to working with our 200-strong local team to accelerate our

momentum and deliver the seamless, omnichannel payment experiences that the modern market
demands.”
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