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Electric Car Shipments to Total 17.9 Million Units in 2024:

No. 794 - 17 Year SUN - 17 September 2023

Gartner Forecasts 15 Million Electric Cars Will Be Shipped in 2023

By : Ameen Kadry — Wael
Elgafry

Nearly 15 million electric cars
(battery electric and plug-in hybrid)
are expected to be shipped worldwide
in 2023, according to the latest
forecast by Gartner, Inc. Shipments
of electric cars are estimated to
increase 19% in 2024, to total 17.9
million units.

Gartner forecasts that shipments
of all electric vehicles (EVs) -
cars, buses, vans and heavy trucks
- will total 18.5 million units in
2024, with electric car shipments
will representing 97% of total EV
shipments next year .

Globally, battery electric vehicles
(BEV) shipments are forecast to
grow from 9 million units in 2022 to
11 million units by the end of 2023.
Plug-in hybrid electric vehicles
(PHEVs are expected to grow at a
slightly slower rate, from 3 million
units in 2022 to 4 million units in
2023.

“The proportion of PHEV, as a
percentage of total EVs in countries

2022 Shipments i i
11,128,805 14,975,296 17,855,428
198,731 202,733 207,845
137,668 218,337 349,950
22,595 30,162 39,349
11,487,798 15,426,529 18,452,573

like the U.S., Canada and Japan
will slightly grow as consumers
in those countries prefer PHEVs
to BEVs. U.S. consumers who are
transitioning from a pure internal
combustion engine (ICE) car are
choosing to adopt PHEVs over their
BEV counterparts because PHEVs
combine the ability to deliver
emission free urban driving, with
the convenience of gasoline powered
propulsion for longer journeys,” said
Jonathan Davenport, Sr Director
Analyst at Gartner. “The situation
is different in Western Europe,
China and to a lesser extent India,
where consumers favor BEV’s lower
overall running costs, quieter driving
experience and green credentials.”
EV Models to Represent Over 50% of

-

Car Maker Models by 2030
Governments’ decisions to reduce
particulate matter emissions from
vehicles and some country-level
initiatives, such as implementing
legislation to only allow the sale of
zero-emission vehicles and seeking
to enforce PHEV as a minimum, led
to changes in automaker behaviors.

Some automakers are looking to
eliminate tailpipe emissions from new
light-duty vehicles by 2035 and others
are aspiring to achieve sales of 40%
to 50% of annual U.S. volumes of
electric vehicles by 2030. In addition,
the growing importance of EVs has
led to new market entrants launching
EV platforms.

“Ever-tightening emission regulations
will lead automakers to pivot more
than half of the vehicle models
marketed to EVs by 2030,” said
Davenport.

By 2027, BEV Prices to Reach Parity
with ICE Vehicles of Similar Size and
Configuration

Gartner analysts expect that by 2027,
the average price of a BEV will reach
parity with ICE vehicles of similar

size and configuration, which will
accelerate the global adoption of EVs.
However, by 2030, power generation
and network capacity have the
potential to act as inhibiting factors
to mass EV deployment regardless of
price.

“Unless countries take actions to
incentivize EV drivers to charge
outside peak electricity consumption
periods, the switch to EVs may
put an additional strain on both the
power generation capacity and the
distribution  infrastructure,”  said
Davenport.

“Using dual day and night or even
half-hourly electricity tariffs can
incentivize EV drivers to charge
outside peak times, which would
require a mass roll-out of smart
metering,” added Davenport.
“Likewise, the ability of utilities
to control EV chargers directly via
application programming interfaces
(APIs) would enable EV charging
to be momentarily curtailed at peak
consumption times to ensure grid
demands weren’t exceeded.”

Abdellatif Olama appointed new CEO of Jumia Egypt, replacing

MAKING SCIENCE ACCESSIBLE: A DRIVE FOR MORE

Hisham ElGabry who joins the Group leadership team

By ; Basel Khaled - Ameen
Kadry

Jumia, the leading e-commerce
platform in the Egyptian
market, officially announced the
appointment of Abdellatif Olama
as the Chief Executive Officer,
who will lead the company’s
new journey of success in Egypt.
Hisham El-Gabry, the former
CEO of the company, has also
been promoted to the position
of the Jumia Group Chief
Commercial Officer (CCO),
following his achievements
during his tenure at Jumia Egypt
and his valuable expertise at the
group level.

“I am delighted to lead Jumia
in Egypt, one of Jumia’s largest
markets. We’re dedicated to
enhancing consumers’ lives and
becoming their preferred choice
for e-commerce and financial
services. I'm honored to be
part of Jumia’s success story in
Egypt, focusing on customer
satisfaction, secure payments,
and strong partnerships with
global and local businesses. Our
dedicated team is key to our
future success, and I’'m confident
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we’ll  achieve even greater
milestones, always earning our
customers’ trust.” said Abdellatif
Olama, the new CEO of Jumia
Egypt.

Abdellatif assumes the Jumia
Egypt CEO position after
successful spells as VP for
Business Growth and Country
Manager, JumiaPay, Egypt, and
Group MD JumiaPay.
Abdellatif previously worked
as a consultant for McKinsey
& Co Egypt, a member of the
team founding the McKinsey

Cairo office. He is a founder
and Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the NGO T20.

He is an entrepreneur with
notable contributions in
e-commerce, digital marketing
and advertising, Al, and health-
tech. He holds an MBA from
INSEAD 1’08, a B.Sc and M.Sc
in Computer Science from
Concordia University, Montreal
and the German University
in Cairo, respectively. He is
a graduate of the Deutsche

Evagelische  Oberschule  in
Kairo’s N class.
Hisham El-Gabry, the

new Jumia’s Group Chief
Commercial Officer, expressed
his happiness with the new
position and the achievements
that have been realized by Jumia
in Egypt across multiple fields,
especially  through  various
partnerships ~ with  industry
leaders. “We have a plan to
continue these successes at the
African continent level. We
wish Abdellatif Olama success
in leading the company in the
coming period.” said Hisham
ElGabry.

EQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT ACROSS THE ARAB WORLD

By : Mostafa Ibrahim —
Dina Abdelmoneim

Almost 60% of the Arab
world’s population is made
up of people under 25 years
of age, making it the most
youthful region globally. The
potential, capabilities and
promise that this demography
holds for scientific innovation
are being explored through
another new season of Stars
of Science, whose studios in
Qatar Science & Technology
Park came alive as the first
round of auditions kickstarted
its milestone season 15.

A platform for showcasing
regional talent and innovation,
Qatar  Foundation’s  (QF)
long-standing edutainment
show will see Stars of Science
participants  develop  their
solutions with the support of
mentors and an experienced
team, progressing through
several elimination rounds
to secure a spot in the Grand
Final, where two winners will
each be awarded a share of the
prize in seed funding.

Prof. Fouad Mrad, STI

Consultant and long-time
juror on Stars of Science,
commented on the cultural
impact Stars of Science has
on the Arab entrepreneurial
ecosystem: “The show
incentivizes people not to settle
on reading books and have
award certificates hanging on
the walls,” he said. “We need to
become productive individuals
who innovate, enjoy the
entrepreneurial journey,
and drive transformation in
creating jobs for others instead
of pleading for one.”
Yosouf Al  Salehi, the
Executive Director of Qatar
Science & Technology Park
— also a member of QF — and
a previous juror on Stars of
Science, believes the show’s
success lies in its ability to
provide accessibility and de-
mystifying science, which is
crucial in mobilizing the next
generation of Arab innovators.
“The region as a whole has
made significant strides in
digital  infrastructure  and
sustainable development over
the years,” he said.

“However, there still remains
a lot to tackle in terms of
promoting entrepreneurship,
encouraging risk-taking,

and raising awareness of
technology-driven solutions.
In this context, Stars of

Science has done a fantastic
job in bridging the knowledge
gap and breaking down the
cultural barriers to achieving
that mindset.”

Stars of Science aims not only
to drive innovation, but to
also create an entrepreneurial
ecosystem that helps foster
innovation-driven economies
and develop a highly skilled
workforce in the science
and technology fields. The
Middle East has witnessed a
simultaneous rise in tech start-

ups and entrepreneurship,
particularly in sectors like
fintech, e-commerce, health

tech, and renewable energy.
According to a Forbes report,
tech startups in the Middle
East attracted a record-
breaking $3.94 billion in
funding in 2022, a 24% jump
in value from 2021.

AVEVA Accelerates Progress on
Decarbonizing Operations and Delivering
Software that Advances Net Zero, according
to New Sustainability Report

By : Amir Taha - Mohamed Elkholy

AVEVA, a global leader in industrial software, has met its
Scope 1 and 2 greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions targets
for 2025 early and accelerated investment in software
solutions that help customers in the UK and beyond to
decarbonize.

The results, communicated in the new AVEVA 2023
Sustainability Progress Report, reveal significant progress
across all three pillars of the company’s sustainability
framework, encompassing product strategy, operations
andculture.

AVEVA has achieved four out of 15 ESG goals for
2025: Reduce GHG emissions across operations (Scopes
1 & 2) by 90% (actual 93%) from FY20 baseline , Cut
GHG emissions associated with business travel (Scope 3)
by 20% (actual 43%) from FY20 baseline ,Remain in the
top 25% of security benchmarks (BitSight) and Increase
employee confidence in reporting unethical behavior to
top 25% for industry

Looking to next year, we will
continue our work to maintain
these results and will focus on
achieving our other 2025 ESG
targets. %
Caspar Herzberg, CEO of [*
AVEVA, said: “Our third
sustainability report reflects
the tremendous progress we
have made over the past year to
reduce our own environmental
footprint, enhance our
sustainability handprint with our customers, and
strengthen our culture at AVEVA. I'm proud of our whole
team for the focus and commitment to drive meaningful
change. These gains will inspire us as we continue to
pioneer software that enables industry to be at the center
of delivering a more socially just, low-carbon future.”
The report marks AVEVA'’s third year of reporting on the
progress and learnings it has made against its strategic
environmental, social and governance (ESG) framework
and pledges. The first report established guiding
commitments to environment and gender for 2030, while
the second launched 15 ESG targets for 2025.

As part of delivering across its holistic ESG strategy,
AVEVA has embedded sustainability more deeply into
the company’s core product strategy under its “technology
handprint” pillar. Beyond building in new sustainability-
specific capabilities into its software portfolio, the
company is investing in global sales enablement aligned
to growing the green economy.

AVEVA’s Global Head of Sustainability Lisa Wee
underscored the benefit of a clearly defined sustainability
strategy for businesses. She said: “By establishing a clear,
strategic and ambitious sustainability framework and
program at AVEVA, we have been able to set direction for
our organization, drive alignment and measure impact.
Customers and partners are also looking for opportunities
to collaborate with those that share their values, understand
their challenges and boast a robust sustainability track
record of their own.” More information on AVEVA’s
sustainability targets and accomplishments can be found
in the full report, including a mapping of our sustainability
solutions, a deep dive into gender representation and pay
parity within the company, and a look at alignment with

the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Channel partners play
key role in winning small

business telecoms market
share in UK

By : Rasha Hussein - Mohamed Elattar

While the UK small business telecoms market offers
the best growth opportunities for service providers, its
nuances and complexities can be difficult to navigate.
Most service providers are continuing to segment the
market by employee base, but research by leading data
and analytics company GlobalData reveals that this is too
simplistic, and a more sophisticated, focused approach
that also utilizes third-party channels is required to truly
reap the benefits.

Robert Pritchard, Principal Analyst for Enterprise
Technology and Services at GlobalData, says: “It seems
obvious that strategic focus is key to winning in the UK
SME market, but this is not always realized. While it is
a lot simpler just to segment by number of employees,
such a complex and dynamic market requires a smarter
go-to-market strategy. Instead, service providers need
to demonstrate understanding of their strengths and
match these to target customers’ evolving needs. The
addressable market can then be maximized through
third-party channels. In this way, service providers can
identify that sweet spot where their direct go-to-market
proposition is differentiated because their ability to serve
the whole market is finite.”

By identifying their advantages—covering portfolio,
network, value-added services, brand, price, or customer
support—service providers should be able better to
identify their target customer groups.

Pritchard continues: “This may require go-to-market
partners for areas such as security and cloud, but equally
by using resellers to address the ‘long tail” of businesses
that do not offer the best commercial return from direct
sales (or those businesses that choose not to source their
services from the ‘big four’ national telco players).”
GlobalData analysis finds that most service providers
continue to segment the market by employee base,
usually in sub-groups from zero to 249 employees. In
parallel, service provider portfolios are increasingly the
same as those offered to larger enterprises, including
cloud services, security, Internet of Things, and unified
communications. Portfolios are also very similar across
service providers, both through the direct and indirect
channel.

Pritchard concludes: “If you add up the reported number
of the SME installed base across national network-based
service providers, the direct total comes to less than two
million. This implies that the majority of the UK small
business population either uses third-party resellers or,
even more likely amongst SoHos, source their telecoms
services using consumer-oriented products. Clearly,
just counting numbers of employees is too simplistic an
approach.”

OECD unemployment rate
remains below 5.0% in July 2023

for the 13th consecutive month

By : Dina Abdelmoneim -Mostafa
Ibrahim

The OECD unemployment rate was broadly
stable at 4.8% in July 2023, remaining below
5.0% for over a year (Figure 1 and Table 1).
The unemployment rate rose in 15 OECD
countries in July 2023, including Denmark,
Lithuania, and Austria, was unchanged in 9
and declined in 9. Unemployment was at or
close to its record low in only five countries
in July, including Germany and the United
States (Figure 2 and Table 1). The number of
unemployed persons in the OECD increased to
32.9 million in July but remained close to its
minimum reached in April 2023.

In July 2023, the OECD youth unemployment
rate (workers aged 15-24) edged up to 10.5%,
from 10.3% in June. It rose in 14 OECD
countries, with the largest increases observed
in Finland, Austria, Denmark, Israel, Mexico,

and the United States. The unemployment rates
for women and men, as well as for workers
aged 25 and above were broadly stable (Figure
1, Tables 3 and 4).

In the European Union and the euro area, the
unemployment rate remained at record lows
of 5.9% and 6.4%, respectively. It was stable
or increased in all euro area countries except
Greece, Slovenia, Belgium, Ireland, and Spain.
The unemployment rate remained well above
its record low in Estonia, Greece, Luxembourg,
and Spain.

Outside Europe, the unemployment rate rose
slightly in Mexico, Australia, Japan, Korea,
and Canada. By contrast, it declined in
Turkiye, Israel, and the United States (Figure
2 and Table 1). More recent data show that the
unemployment rate remained stable in Canada
at 5.0% in August and picked up in the United
States to 3.8% from 3.5% in July 2023.

Dell NativeEdge Software
Empowers Innovation at the Edge

D&AL Technologies

By : Wael Elgafery — Ameen Kadry

Dell Technologies (NYSE:DELL) announces
the global availability of Dell NativeEdge,
the edge operations software platform that
simplifies how customers deploy, manage
and secure their edge infrastructure and
applications. Dell is also growing its partner
and OEM customer ecosystem to help
organizations use Dell NativeEdge to simplify
the orchestration and !

expansion of their edge

environments.

“Dell NativeEdge
brings to life our
expertise in creating
solutions that simplify
processes and fuel
real-time decision-

making at the edge,”
said Gil Shneorson,
senior vice president
of edge solutions, Dell
Technologies. “Our
partners are an integral
part of customers’
success, and together
we can make the edge
a strategic  enabler
for businesses across
industries by making
it simpler to deploy and manage infrastructure
and  applications.”

Recent analysis of Dell NativeEdge and
standard edge deployments showed the
platform can simplify and accelerate edge
deployments, offering up to 22 times faster
lifecycle managementl by automating routine
and repetitive tasks, such as onboarding
devices at scale and managing applications. For
example, a large-scale edge implementation
that may take 100 hours to set up and deploy
could be reduced to under five hours with Dell
NativeEdge.

As edge use cases proliferate across industries,
Dell’s partner community plays an important
role supporting customers in their edge
journeys. Dell NativeEdge provides a new
operations tool for all types of partners to
help organizations reduce edge environment
complexity.

Through the Dell Edge Partner Certification
Program, ISVs and other channel partners work
directly with Dell engineers in a dedicated lab
environment to test and optimize their software
before making it available to customers in
the Dell NativeEdge application catalog.
For OEM customers and system integrators,
Dell NativeEdge provides an opportunity
to standardize how they design and deploy
edge solutions for
customers’ unique
environments.
Partners are already
working with Dell to
include their software
in the Dell NativeEdge
application catalog:
Atos will offer its
Business  Outcomes-
as-a-service (BOaaS)
solution jointly
developed with Dell.
BOaaS uses Atos
Al and ML models,
integrated with Dell
Streaming Data
Platform and Dell
PowerEdge  servers,
to help customers in
industries  such  as
retail, manufacturing and theme parks manage
and monitor edge deployments that enable
real-time experiences.

Bosch Global Software Technologies will
offer DeviceBridge, an Industry 4.0 solution
that addresses critical challenges in machine
and process data collection and management
on the manufacturing floor. Bosch also
will offer AIShield, an Al security solution
that safeguards AI and ML assets against
adversarial threats and intellectual property
theft.

Eaton will provide software from its
Brightlayer™ Data Centers suite for intelligent
power management. The software protects
devices from disasters and unexpected
events that can lead to system failures and
downtime, using algorithms and policy-driven
automations to detect and mitigate power
issues before they occur.
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O WEST COLLABORATES WITH ORANGE EGYPT TO PROVIDE
ITS HIGH-TECH NETWORK SERVICES FOR 10 YEARS

z ORASCOM
% DEVELOPMENT

By : Dina Abdelmoneim -
Mostafa Ibrahim

O West, one of Orascom
Development’s fully
integrated towns in West
Cairo, signed a 10-year
agreement  with  Orange

Egypt, the leading provider of
integrated telecommunications
services. This new partnership

allows Orange Egypt to

7 provide O West with cutting-
W (@ cdge network services
} B and advanced digital

infrastructure, aligning with
world technology standards
and Egypt’s vision 2030 for
digital transformation.

The agreement was signed by
Mr. Tamer Dewidar, CEO of
O West, Makadi Heights, and
Byoum, and Eng. Yasser Shaker,
CEO of Orange Egypt. Through

SCOM
LOPMENT

this collaboration, Orange Egypt
is set to provide its services to O
West including fiber network,
telecommunications services as
well as Triple Play services. This
partnership reflects Orascom
Development’s  commitment
to equip O West with all the
aspects needed to become a
benchmark fully integrated
town in West Cairo, fulfilling
residents’ needs and providing
them with premium solutions
that exceed their expectations.
“We are excited to announce our
partnership with Orange Egypt,”
said Tamer Dewidar, CEO of
O West, Makadi Heights, and
Byoum. “At O West, we are
committed to providing best-
in-class services that align with
Orascom Development’s vision
of becoming a global leader
in destination development

and the partner of choice
for transforming land into
thriving centers of life, along
with Egypt’s 2030 Vision
for digitalization. Our goal is
to create a comfortable and
complete living experience for
our customers, while meeting
our delivery schedule in 2023
and with our new technology
infrastructure; we are moving
one step closer towards this
goal. We are keen on finalizing
the residential, entertainment,
and technology services for our
residents before their move to the
town. With Orange Egypt track
record of delivering cutting-
edge telecommunications
services in Egypt and globally,
we are confident they will add
value to O West.”

Hesham Mahran, Chief
Business Officer at Orange

Egypt, affirmed that this
cooperation with O West is
another milestone that reflects
Orange superior quality of
service in significant real estate
projects.

“Orange Egypt positions itself
as aleading technology partner
for real estate developments,
providing premium customer

experience and expanding
smart city services that
contribute  to  improving
the quality of life,” He

emphasized. “By teaming up
with world-renowned smart-
city technology providers,
Orange Egypt has raised the
bar for advanced technologies
in the Egyptian market. The
collaboration with O West is a
significant step forward in our
shared quest to create success
stories.”

Demand for FinOps skills emerges as key trend in
the cloud innovation race

By : Mostafa Ibrahim - Ameen Kadry

Businesses across Europe are on the hunt for
cloud talent that combines both financial and
technical expertise, with 85 per cent actively
looking to recruit FinOps skills to deliver
greater value from their cloud investments.
Yet these skills are proving difficult to obtain.
According to new research by VMware of
senior business leaders in the UK, Germany,
France, Spain, Italy and the Netherlands,
90 per cent say that a combination of cost
technical
knowledge is now instrumental in driving
cloud innovation and providing cloud value.
This trend is influencing how organisations
are hiring cloud experts, as time to value
becomes an economic imperative. As many
as 88 per cent now agree that IT departments
must recruit beyond traditional cloud skills,
like DevOps, to include FinOps skills, such
as accounting, analytics and economics. The
purpose is to better quantify the business case
for cloud and accelerate its value across the

optimisation  skills  alongside

organisation.

The Middle East is showing a similar trend,
with strong demand for cloud services
and multi-cloud adoption giving rise to a
heightened awareness among organisational
leaders of the need to optimise cloud
costs, according to Ihab Farhoud,
VMware’s senior director, solution
engineering, Middle East, Turkey and
North Africa. “In the Middle East we |
see a clear pattern of organisations
looking at business aspects such
as cloud capacity planning, cost
optimisation, cloud governance, and
to do this, they need people
with FinOps skills. The
trend certainly mirrors the
research numbers from
Europe, which indicates
it’s part of a broader
EMEA, and possibly
global, trend.”

But despite these hiring
intentions, businesses in
Europe are not where they

LATAM smartphone market falls 14 %

By : Mostafa Ibrahim -
Ameen Kadry

Latin American markets also saw
smartphone shipments fall as the

need to be. VMware’s research
per cent can’t recruit the skills t

and accelerate innovation, and 71 per cent
say that an inability to get senior stakeholders
to buy into the cloud process is hindering

innovation.
Farhoud notes a similar

right FinOps skills. “Gel
skills is very important, yet
| skills shortage specifically
to FinOps. There are a lot

of platforms,

architecture,
but FinOps is

financial

Middle East, where organisations are
also struggling to find people with the

understand the cloud in terms
and DevOps,

been overlooked and there is
™ a shortage of professionals
~ | with these skills.

ma Now more than ever, the
economic crunch means that
businesses must show greater
and operational

shows that 64
o control costs

value in the shortest time from their cloud
investments, which are set to top $142bn in
Europe this year according to IDCI.

Commenting on the research, Martin Hosken,
Chief Technologist for Cloud EMEA, VMware,

said: “Cloud has become the cornerstone for

pattern in the

tting the right
there is a cloud
when it comes
of people who

infrastructure,

a role that has

most organisations in how they deliver valuable
digital services to customers and employees
and optimise their organisations — but the
conversation is moving on, efficiency and value
for money are key for C-Suites in 2023.
Gavin Jolliffe,
and managed
comments: “We recognise that there is an
acute skills shortage in cloud, but as these
results show, those who are working in this
area need a capability to translate cloud
services into cloud value. A similar example
across our business is that each specialist must
demonstrate customer experience-related skills
to effectively communicate success and value
to our customers. We want our teams to be able
to walk in the shoes of our customers as much
as possible.”

CEO of cloud consulting
services provider Xtravirt
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Yalla Signs Multiple Agreements to
Expand Financial and Non-Financial
Services in Saudi Arabia

By : Rasha Hussein — Mohamed Elattr

Yalla has signed sever al agreements with major financial
companies and institut ions, including a memorandum of
understanding with Ali nma Bank and Digital Pay. These
agreements are part of Yalla’s strategy to launch its platform in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia during the current year, offering a
unique and unparalleled experience to its customers in the Saudi
market. Yalla’s innovative platform will cover various daily
needs for its customers in the Kingdom, integrating seamlessly
with the Yalla Card for e-commerce and in-store payments.
This announcement took place during Yalla’s participation in the
Seamless Saudi Arabia 2023 conference and exhibition, held in
Riyadh from September 4th to 5th. The company revealed its
plans to launch the Yalla platform, including the “Yalla Super
App,” in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia this year. This platform
will provide a wide range of electronic payment solutions,
including financial services, bill payments, online shopping, as
well as “Yalla Business™ solutions for enterprises and merchants.
These solutions will enable them to collect payments, sell
products online, and provide electronic salary payment options
for employees using Yalla Cards.

Dr. Waleed Sadek, Founder and CEO of Yalla, expressed his
enthusiasm for signin g agreements with major institutions
operating in the King dom of Saudi Arabia. He emphasized
the importance of Yalla’s participation in the Seamless Saudi
Arabia conference, one of the most significant international
events in the electronic payments sector, which gathers experts
and specialists in electronic payments, financial technologies,
e-commerce, and digital marketing from around the world. Dr.
Sadek noted that Yalla’s participation in “Seamless Saudi” is a
crucial step in preparing for the launch of Yalla and expanding
into the Saudi market.

He stated, “The launch of Yalla in the Saudi market is a pivotal
milestone for the company. It follows a comprehensive study of
the needs and expectations of various individual and corporate
customers in the King dom, building on the unprecedented
success achieved by the Yalla platform in Egypt. Additionally,
after the launch of the app in the UAE earlier this year, a
significant market in the region, we aim to attract approximately
one million Saudi users to the Yalla platform during the first year
of operation, offering the best possible services that cater to the
desires and needs of our customers in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.”

on their families i

Telecom Egypt “We” gives ifs
customers free minutes to check

Technology Innovation Institute Introduces
World’s Most Powerful Open LLM: Falcon 180B

I MOI‘OCCO By : Amir Taha — Wael leap in the field. knowledge  tests.
Erhosany H.E. Faisal Al Bannai, Secretary Dr. Ebtesam  Almazrouei,
The  Technology  Innovation General of the Advanced Executive Director and Acting

region experienced a 14% year-on-
year drop to 27.9 million units in
Q2, but is showing signs of recovery
according to analyst company
Canalys.

“Subdued consumer demand has
led to an increase in vendors’
smartphone inventories. This has
led to companies adopting a more
cautious approach, targeting specific
market segments that could bring
them better returns,” said Canalys
senior consultant Miguel Perez.
LATAM’s  top-selling  vendors
Samsung, Motorola and Xiaomi
were hit by double-digit year-on-
year declines, noted Perez, adding
vendors had to be conservative to
avoid overstocking and increase
profitability.Samsung  shifted its
focus away from devices in the sub-
US$200 bracket, while Motorola
and Xiaomi pushed efforts towards
their low to mid-tier devices.
The Korean smartphone giant

remained the top shipping vendor
with 9.4 million units and 34%
market share, however, this was a
decline from 11.6 million units and
36% market share.

Motorola took 21% of the market
with 5.7 million units, a drop from
22% and 7 million units. Chinese
vendor Xiaomi saw 4.6 million
shipped for 17% market share, a
loss from 5.3 million units and 17%
year-on-year.

Transsion, the owner of smartphone
brands Tecno, Itel, and Infinix,
ranked fourth as it saw growth
with 2.1 million units up from 1.3
million, and growing market share
from 4% to 7%. Perez noted this

was due to its wide portfolio of
entry-level devices and popularity
in Colombia, Ecuador and Peru.
Apple was ranked fifth maintaining
its 5% market share with 1.4 million
units, down from 1.5 million.

Canalys noted despite varied
socio-political landscapes,
LATAM’s economic stability is
fostering a favourable climate for
the smartphone market. Inflation
is largely in control and region
economic leaders Brazil, Mexico
and Colombia are seeing growth.
The analyst company is expecting a
2% decline in full year 2023 but 6%
growth in 2024, and further growth
up to 2027.

By: Basel Khaled - Mohamed Al-
Khouly

The Egyptian Telecommunications Company
“We” revealed the availability of free calls to
mobile customers to
check on their families
in Morocco, after the
earthquake disaster that
struck the country late
on Friday night.

The Egyptian
Telecommunications
Company “We”

revealed that it will §
provide 15 free minutes
to its customers, at a
rate of 5 free minutes
per day for three days,
starting Monday, September 11 at 2 p.m. This
step comes to support “We” customers in Egypt
to check on their families in Morocco.
Morocco witnessed a violent earthquake with
a magnitude of 7.2 late yesterday, Friday. This
earthquake is the largest in terms of the number
of victims in Morocco since 1960.

Institute (TII) in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) is pushing the
boundaries of generative Al once
again with the launch of Falcon
180B, an advanced iteration of
its flagship large language model
(LLM). This groundbreaking
release strengthens the UAE’s
dominance in Al, offering Falcon
180B as an open access model for
research and commercial purposes.
Following the remarkable success
of Falcon 40B, an open source
Al model that swiftly ascended
to the top of the Hugging Face
Leaderboard for LLMs in May
2023, TII, the applied research
pillar of Abu Dhabi’s Advanced
Technology Research Council
(ATRC) continues to lead the
charge in generative Al. Falcon 40B
marked one of the first instances
of open source models for both
researchers and commercial users,
and it was considered a pioneering

Technology Research Council,
emphasized the positive impact of
Falcon on the Al landscape and
said: “We envision a future where
the transformative power of Al is
within everyone’s reach. We are
committed to democratizing access
to advanced Al, as our privacy
and the potential impact of Al on
humanity should not be controlled
by a select few. While we may not
have all the answers, our resolve
remains unwavering: to collaborate
and contribute to the open source
community, ensuring that the
benefits of Al are shared by all.”
With a staggering 180 billion
parameters and trained on 3.5
trillion tokens, Falcon 180B
soars to the top of the Hugging
Face Leaderboard for pretrained
LLMs. It outperforms notable
competitors like Meta’s LLaMA 2
in various benchmarks, including
reasoning, coding, proficiency, and

Chief Researcher of the Al Cross-
Center Unit at TII, said: “The
launch of Falcon 180B exemplifies
our dedication to advancing the
frontiers of Al, and we are thrilled
to share its limitless potential
with the world. Falcon 180B
heralds a new era of generative Al,
where the potential of scientific
advancement is made available
through open access to fuel the
innovations of tomorrow. As we
delve into frontiers of science and
technology, our vision extends
far beyond innovation; it’s about
nurturing a profound connection to
address global challenges through
collaborative ~ breakthroughs.”
With over 12 million developers
adopting and deploying the first
release of Falcon, this significant
upgrade is poised to become
the premier model for various
domains, from chatbots to code
generation, and beyond.

The Evolution of Smartphones and Storage

By : Ameen Kadry - Dina
A{)delmoneim

Smartphones have undergone tremendous
evolution --from the first mobile phones
that almost looked and weighed like bricks
and had awkward antennae jutting out to
smartphones today with sleek, beautiful
bodies and form factors.

It is not just the form factor and the look
and feel that has metamorphized; almost
everything about this ubiquitous device has
undergone a massive change.

Today, flagship smartphones flaunt a
foldable display, triple and quadruple
cameras, 144Hz refresh rate, and are
5G enabled. Even mid- to entry-range
smartphones come with a touchscreen,
great battery life, and double to triple
cameras. These smart devices have become
more than just a tool to stay connected with
others. They are enriching our lives and
reshaping the world; after all, never before
has any other device combined almost
every element of mass media in history.
Network speed, pixel count, camera quality,
and battery size are often considered the
benchmarks for smartphone performance
and quality. However, the storage that
powers and impacts the form factor and
speed of these devices is often ignored. This
unsung innovation, storage, is essential in
enabling mobile handset vendors to deliver
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the latest innovations.

Now with the growth of 5G enable
smartphones, the volume of data generated
from phones will also multiply, which will
require bigger and faster storage solutions
to capture data at the speed it is created
and process it at the speed it is streamed or
consumed.

It is not just about the speed. Over time,
smartphones have become the device one
turns to for work, entertainment, gaming,
shopping, banking, video recording, and
many other such needs. It has become a
personal assistant. As a result, it must store
a humongous amount of data reliably.
Therefore, as mobile phones evolve, so
must the storage.

More often than not, mobile storage is
taken as a given. However, think for a
minute about what a smartphone will be

without storage.

Just like smartphones, storage has also
undergone impressive evolution. The first
embedded storage solution was a mobile
disk-on-chip (mDOC) that was created
by Western Digital. Later in 2007, the
first embedded storage standard, e MMC,
was put in place and coincided with the
first smartphones as it offered higher
speeds and capacities needed by the
smartphones since these came loaded
with more features.

As smartphones rapidly evolved and
became more powerful and feature-rich,
they demanded more responsive and
faster storage solutions. Adding to this,
4G emerged as a transformative force
for smartphone applications, propelling
Egypt into the realm of an app-driven
economy.

A good network speed also gave the
needed spur to gaming on mobile phones
in the continent and in the country. The
gaming market in Africa is poised for
significant growth, with an estimated
value of USD 1.92 billion in 2023,
reaching a substantial USD 3.33 billion
by 2028. With an impressive gamer
population exceeding 55 million, Egypt’s
gaming market is set to soar with a
projected growth rate of 8.74% from
2023 to 2027.

En partenariat avec la police d’Abu Dhabi :

L'EFQM organise la deuxieme edition du Sommet EFQM du Moyen-Orient a Abu Dhabi
sur le theme “Faconner I'avenir par "excellence, 'agilie et la transformation durable”

By: Basel Khaled - Mohamed Al-
Khouly

- Les responsables de EFQM et de la police
d’Abu Dhabi ont tenu une cérémonie de
signature pour annoncer la prochaine 2e
édition du Sommet EFQM Moyen-Orient,
qui se déroulera a Abu Dhabi sous les
auspices de la police d’Abu Dhabi les 11 et
12 octobre 2023.

Le compte a rebours pour le prochain
sommet, ayant pour theme “Faconner
I’avenir par I’excellence, ’agilit¢ et la
transformation durable”, se déroulera les 11
et 12 octobre 2023. Cet événement, organisé
a Abu Dhabi, offre une occasion unique aux
visionnaires, aux leaders d’opinion et aux
experts du secteur de se réunir et d’explorer
de nouvelles dimensions de la réussite.
Le sommet réunira des personnalités et des
dirigeants accomplis du secteur public et
de I’industrie, qui partageront leurs idées et
leurs stratégies inestimables lors de discours
captivants et de débats passionnants.
Le premier jour, Sonja Piontek, auteure
d’un livre et experte en leadership, et M.
Cenk Alper, PDG du groupe Sabanci,
participeront au sommet.

La deuxieme journée débutera avec

s -—
-
o

Simerjeet Singh, expert en agilit¢ et en

transformation, Oliver Bilstein, vice-
président de la production chez BMW
Spartanburg, et Kai Osterman, directeur
général de VAMED.

En outre, les deux jours seront animés par
des experts qui interviendront sur les themes
de “la collaboration et des partenariats pour
une transformation durable”, “les tendances
commerciales futures” et “les avantages de
I’adoption du modele EFQM™.

Russell Longmuir, directeur général de
I’EFQM, décrit avec justesse ce sommet
comme une “convergence des esprits”, ol
I’excellence et I’innovation se rejoignent
pour fagonner I’avenir. C’est une plateforme
qui correspond a notre mission principale.

Isra’a Mobideen, directeur régional de
I’EFQM pour le Moyen-Orient, a ajouté
: “Le sommet de EFQM pour le Moyen-
Orient sert de catalyseur a la transformation
et a ’encouragement des partenariats pour
une croissance et un progres durables.
Ensemble, nous voulons ouvrir la voie a
un avenir plus brillant et plus prospere au
Moyen-Orient et au-dela”.
Parallelement au sommet, 'EFQM a lancé
le prix de la transformation des entreprises,
qui comprend deux catégories : Leader de
la transformation d’entreprise et Equipes
de transformation d’entreprise. Les lauréats
seront annoncés au cours de la deuxieme
journée du sommet.

Si la police d’Abu Dhabi est le principal
partenaire stratégique du sommet, plusieurs
organisations s’y associent en tant que
sponsors, notamment Jeddah Central
Development Company (JCD), sponsor
diamant, Saudi Authority of Industrial
Cities and Technology Zones “MODON”
et New Standard Company, sponsors or, et
Averroes Business Advisory and Services,
sponsor bronze. Leur soutien est essentiel
pour faire de cet événement un succes
retentissant.
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