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Gartner Says Banking-as-a-Service Will Hit
Mainstream Adoption Within Two Years

By ; Bakinam Khaled —
Rasha Hussein

Banking-as-a-Service (BaaS)
will hit mainstream adoption
within two years, according
to the latest Gartner Hype
Cycle for Digital Banking
Transformation. Gartner
predicts that 30% of banks
with greater than $1 billion in
assets will launch BaaS for new
revenue by the end of 2024,
but half will not meet targeted

revenue  expectations.
Speaking at  Gartner IT
Symposium/Xpo 2022  on

the Gold Coast today, Jeff
Casey, senior director analyst
at Gartner said: “These banks
typically have ambitions to
generate and diversify revenue
streams, or to a lesser degree,
aspire to extend previously
sunk regulatory investments,
such as PSD2 in Europe, into
revenue-generating machines.”
BaaS is one of four
technologies that Gartner says
have potential for high levels of

transformation in the banking
sector and are likely to mature
within the next couple of years.
The other technologies include
chatbots, public cloud for
banking and social messaging
payments apps. Bank CIOs
should consider how key
innovations  are  shaping
their industry and prioritize
their technology investment
strategies  accordingly.
BaaS sits at the peak of the
Hype Cycle (see Figure 1). The
technology is gaining traction
from both banks and nonbanks
aspiring to establish or enhance
direct and  intermediated
revenue streams.
“Technology innovations like
these are driving bank and
nonbank competitor activity,
influencing customer demand
for product and services, and
shaping regulators’ actions
globally,” Casey said.

BaaS can be a discrete or
broad set of financial service
functions exposed by chartered

banks or regulated entities to
power new business models
deployed by other banking
market participants — fintechs,
neobanks, traditional banks and
other third parties.

Market participants are
increasingly drawn to
collaborative ~ models  that
enable enhanced customer
experiences, such as richer
features, a broader set of
products and  innovative
customer experiences.
Nonbank participants benefit
from a quick onramp to the
banking market by leveraging

a regulated entity’s license
instead of pursuing their own
charter.

Chatbots represent one of the
primary use cases of artificial
intelligence (AI) in banks
and will impact all areas with
communication between
machines and humans. While
mostly applied to customer
service, IT service management
or human resources, chatbot
uses are incredibly diverse. The
change from “the user learns
the interface” to “the chatbot
learns what the user wants” has
implications for onboarding,

training,  productivity — and
efficiency inside the workplace.
The sophistication of the
enterprise conversational Al
platform market has led to
enhanced tooling for banks to
build and maintain chatbots
using  non-IT  resources.
Operationalization  in  the
business units outside of IT is
making chatbot production a

more productive  activity.

Public cloud adoption
is becoming highly
transformational to the

banking industry since banks
can achieve a greater level
of efficiency and agility by
moving workloads to the
cloud. Public cloud for banking
delivers banking-specific
software within a public cloud
ecosystem, by integrating those
applications ~ with  different
degrees, from cloud-based to
fully native.

Banks achieve agility by rapidly
scaling up and down to support
changes in demand, as well as

meet regulatory compliance
by delivering on temporary
demands. Resources are freed
up for the development of
digital assets by centralizing
and optimizing them; fixed
costs are reduced by avoiding
oversized infrastructures; and
cost structures are optimized.
Banks are also able to centralize
applications and  platforms
that ease development and
testing, avoiding overlapping
or duplications.

Social messaging payment
apps rely on instant messaging
platforms to originate payment
transactions. The messaging
app interface is used to register
payment accounts and to
initiate and monitor related
transactional  activity.  The
modernization of payment
infrastructure and the ability
to make use of open banking
and payment APIs, provided
new entry avenues for social
messaging apps to deliver
payments  service.

sustainability ~ goals  to
organizational  objectives,
responding to regulatory
demands and  without
compromising profitability.
This collaboration
with the Presidency of
Egypt builds on IBM’s
history of environmental
commitments and alliances,
such as establishing a
goal to achieve net zero
greenhouse gas emissions

Sustainability

IBM Announced as COP27
Technology Partner

By : Wael Elhosany — Samah Saeed

IBM - a leading hybrid cloud, Al, and business services provider
— has been named technology partner of the 2022 United Nations
Climate Change Conference, or COP27, to be hosted by the
Egyptian government in Sharm-el-Sheikh during November 6
to 18. Atthe conference, IBM will showcase how technology
and consulting can help business and government leaders align

__

by 2030 or being a founding member of the United Nations
Environment Programme’s Science-Policy-Business Forum on the
Environment. IBM also enables organizations and communities
to tackle environmental issues through programs like the IBM
Accelerator.

“IBM is honored to be technology partner in this year’s historic
COP conference and to help address the existential challenge of
climate change,” said IBM’s Chairman and CEO Arvind Krishna.
“I believe that technology can turn sustainability ambition into
action. At IBM, we combine technology and expertise to help
some of the world’s largest public and private organizations
achieve their sustainability goals, in addition to setting our own
strong environmental commitments.”

Continuous innovation
is vital to manufacturing
success in the Middle Fast

\ BY PRANISH KUSHARE,

The Middle East Manufacturing & Technology Expo in Abu
Dhabi demonstrated the sector’s immense potential

The manufacturing sector in the Middle East has often been
overlooked, with industries such as real estate, construction,
finance, and leisure and tourism taking most of the limelight
in the business media. Yet the region has long been home to
a vibrant manufacturing sector, which looks set to experience
rapid growth and development in the coming years.

Major markets across the region, including the UAE, Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, and Egypt, recognize the importance of
manufacturing and the need to invest to develop the sector. The
UAE’s ‘Operation 300 Billion’ strategy, which was announced
in 2021, aims to raise the industrial sector’s contribution to the
GDP from AED 133 billion ($36.2bn) to AED 300 billion by
2031, thereby enhancing its role in stimulating the national
economy.

What’s even more reassuring is the UAE’S commitment to
increase the efficiency and sustainability of production cycles
and supply chains by driving research and development
(R&D), and to encourage manufacturers to digitally transform,
positioning them to potentially lead in global markets.

The scale of the opportunity in the region was clear at the Middle
East Manufacturing & Technology Expo, which is being held
September 12-14 at Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre
(ADNEC), hosted with the support of Ministry of Industry and
Advanced Technology (MoIAT), Abu Dhabi Department of
Economic Development (ADDED), and jointly organized by
the Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce & Industry (ADCCI)
and CONNECT.

With Infor being the technology partner for the event, it was
fascinating to meet with so many manufacturers under one
roof and to hear about the immense possibilities they see in the
region, as well as to learn more about the nuanced challenges
that they are seeking to overcome.

Certainly, from the conversations I had at the event,
manufacturers face a variety of challenges including supply
chain issues and price increases due to global inflation.
While these challenges may have compelled many
companies to transform, it’s interesting that many directors
and management teams still lack awareness of the nature of
genuine transformation. This is a point that Infor was keen to
convey at the event: Transformation is about taking a deep and
comprehensive analysis of your business or organization and
understanding what you want to achieve, followed by a journey
of continual innovation, adaptation, and evolution — which is
best achieved in the cloud and with software tailored for your
specific industry.

This type of holistic innovation in manufacturing is being
powered by software built on converging technologies
including Cloud, Al, machine learning and Edge computing.
This software can connect organizations to their customers,
supply chain network, plant and equipment, and which
enables employees to drive predictable revenues. By adopting
a culture of improvement and starting on a journey of
continuous innovation, organizations can turn many of their
current challenges into advantages, bringing simplicity where
there was complexity, gathering and using data to maximum
effect, and enhancing their ability to work in tandem with
suppliers and partners. We’re excited to continue working with
manufacturers in the region to be their trusted partner at every
stage of the journey.

Senior Principal Solutions Consultant — Middle East & Africa, Infor

WESTERN DIGITAL :SANDISK
ULTRA-DUAL DRIVE LUXE USB

By : Bakinam Khaled — Nahla Makled
The all-metal 2-in-1 USB flash drive for your USB Type-C™ and

Type-A devices
The all-metal SanDisk
Ultra® Dual Drive Luxe :
lets you easily move 4 y
files between your USB AN

/ ‘\_
of this premium USB
3.1 Gen 1 device allows
you to quickly move your files to your computer.
Swivel system to protect the connectors
The SanDisk Ultra® Dual Drive Luxe has an attractive,

Type-C  Macs/tablets/
smartphones and USB

swiveling metal shell designed to protect its connectors during
your travels.

Type-A computers.
Once your files are on
your SanDisk Ultra®
Dual Drive Luxe, the
150 MB/s read speed

TOD TO COME TO MENA BIG SCREEN ACROSS ANDROID SUPPORTED TVS

THE HOMEGROWN OTT PLATFORM TOD TO COME TO
MENAANDROID TV’S FROM 7 SEPTEMBER ONWARDS

By : Faten elkholy

TOD, Middle East’s homegrown OTT platform
with more than 35,000 hours of premium
entertainment and sports content,
its big-screen launch on September 7, across 21
countries in MENA. The platform can be installed
in Android supported TVs, enabling customers to
stream 35,000+ hours of entertainment options,
top Arabic,
international, children’s content, and outstanding
new TOD Originals. Compared to other OTT
platforms in MENA, TOD also exclusively
houses and live streams sports content, which is a

including blockbusters,

differentiator.
the

significant
Commenting on

launch,
Mckerlie, VP Marketing and Sales, TOD said,
“We are delighted and thrilled to bring TOD’s
great content slate to the TV screens of MENA.

At TOD, we endeavour to bring a one-stop
entertainment centre to all our subscribers.
With our entertainment,
subscription plans, our customers will definitely

find
value

more
and

announced

Furthermore,
Turkish,

immersive

audio experience like
before.”

“In addition, viewers will
also be able to pause a program on their Android
TV and continue watching on the TOD app on

John Paul never

while consuming the
content of their choice.

sports streaming offers
in UHD and Dolby
Atmos sounds, we bring
to our subscribers an

control,
options

with our

stadium

sports and combi

he added.

their smartphone, on the go, meaning that they
will never need to miss their favourite moment,”

The platform comes with the ability to connect up
to 5 devices and gives
viewers exclusive access
to some of the latest
Hollywood
series from Warner Bros,
HBO MAX, Miramax,
Digiturk, Sony Pictures

channels featuring users’
favourite cooking shows,
drama & kids shows.

Its sports offerings include live sport and replays
from top leagues, competitions, and access to 24

premium beINSPORTS channels. The platform
exclusively streams live and recorded sports

like the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022TM, UEFA

movies,

Built around

Television, and kids’
content, as well as 22 enhances live
belN entertainment

KSA, Bahrain,

Libya.

Champions League, English Premier League,
LaLiga, Turkish Super Lig, Bundesliga, NBA,
and every Grand Slam tennis tournament, among
others. TOD also offers unique features to sports
enthusiasts like live stats and interactive timelines
for certain matches.

current customer needs, TOD

incorporates latest technologies to provide an
integrated and personalized experience that

viewing, content navigation and

accessibility. TOD is available across the entire
MENA region including Qatar, UAE, Kuwait,

Oman, Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Algeria,

Sudan, South Sudan, Tunisia, Morocco, Lebanon,
Palestine, Syria, Yemen, Chad, Mauritania, and

ORGANON AND FLAT6LABS ANNOUNCE WINNERS OF MENA
REGION’S FIRST DIGITAL-HEALTH FEMTECH ACCELERATOR

By : Bakinam Khaled -
ohamed Elttar

‘Omgyno’ founded by Doreen
Toutikian and Elisabeth Milini
in Greece and Lebanon, ‘Siira’
founded by Sandra Salame
in Lebanon, and ‘Maternally’
founded by Yasmin El
Mouallem in the UAE, were
announced the winners of the
region’s  first  digital-health
FemTech accelerator, marking
the culmination of the program
that was launched by Organon
and Flat6Labs at Expo 2020 to
advance women’s health
The winners were announced
at the ‘Demo Day’ event in
Cairo Egypt, which saw the
participants pitch their ideas to
a panel of eminent judges from
across the women’s health world
Omgyno founded by Doreen
Toutikian and Elisabeth Milini
in Greece and Lebanon, Siira
founded by Sandra Salame
in Lebanon, and Maternally
founded by Yasmin El Mouallem
in the UAE were crowned the
winners of the MENA region’s

first ~digital-health FemTech
Accelerator Program. Launched
in October 2021 during Expo
2020 by partners Organon and
Flat6Labs to address unmet
women’s healthcare needs, the
winners were announced after
the program’s ten finalists from
across Egypt, Lebanon, UAE,
Bahrain, Morocco, and Jordan
pitched their ideas to a panel
of judges and an audience of
prospective  investors.

The pitches took place at the
‘Demo Day’ event, hosted at the
GrEEK Campus. The panel of
judges selecting the final winners
consisted of Dina El Shenoufy,
Chief Investment Officer at
Flat6Labs; Ramy  Koussa,
Associate  Vice President of
MENAT at Organon; Dr. Amr
Alashkar, Chief Information
Officer at Cleopatra Hospital
Group; Jailan El Messeiry,
Group Digital Marketing &

Communications Manager at
UN Women; and Frederika
Meijer, Country Representative
at UNFPA.

Omgyno, the start-up that won
first place, is a FemTech platform
redesigning the gynecological
experience. After identifying the
causes behind gaps in testing for
the potentially cancer-causing
HPV virus, including fear of
judgement and accessibility, the
two entrepreneurs worked on a
user-centered platform offering
home testing and telehealth,
tailored to promote self-care and
privacy.

Siira, the start-up that sat
in second place, developed

a mental health platform
designed to  accompany
women in their daily

struggles related to parenting,
relationships  and  work.
Conscious that only 30-35%
of people with mental health
problems seek professional

support, Sandra Salame’s
start-up is  focused on
addressing this gap

FS TO HIGHLIGHT POWER AND POTENTIAL
OF DISTRIBUTED CLOUDS AT GITEX 2022

By : Rasha Hussein — Wael
Elhosany

A major expansion of its
application security and delivery
portfolio, F5 Distributed Cloud
Services provides security, multi-
cloud networking, and edge-based
computing solutions on a unified
software-as-a-service
(SaaS) platform.

The  platform  also
encompasses F5
Distributed Cloud WAAP
(Web  Application and
API Protection), which
augments multiple
security capabilities
across F5 technologies in
a single SaaS offering.
As organizations enhance
digital services users and pursue
a wider breadth of infrastructure
models to improve performance
and reduce costs, application
service environments have become
more complex. Research from F5
2022 State of Application Strategy
Report reveals that as many as
88% of organizations operate both
legacy and modern application
architectures. 70% also operate in
multiple clouds, which expands the

threat surface area as companies
are forced to deploy separate, and
often inconsistent, security controls
across different environments.
Furthermore, 78% of organizations
are currently focused on API
security measures.

“Nearly all organizations in
the Middle East and
beyond find themselves
at the epicenter of two
significant trends: the
evolution of applications
as the center of their
customers’ digital lives
and the escalation of
threats against them,” said
Mohammed Abukhater,
RVP for the Middle East,
Turkey, and Africa at F5.
“At Fs, we’ve
transformed both our business
and our portfolio to meet these
challenges. F5 Distributed Cloud
Services is central to this shift,
offering a new approach to app
security with SaaS-based solutions
that are centrally managed but
can be deployed anywhere the
app needs to be. This maximizes
business impact and delivers a
superior customer experience.”

MICROSOFT ANNOUNCES ITS PARTICIPATION AS
A STRATEGIC PRINCIPAL SPONSOR OF COP27

By : Mohamed Elatter —
Nahla Ahmed

Microsoft, together with Egypt’s
Ministry of  Foreign  Affairs
announced its role as a Strategic
Principal Sponsor of the 27th United
Nations Climate Change Conference
of the Parties (COP27). The United
Nations conference, to be hosted in
Sharm-El Sheikh from November
6-18, 2022, provides a platform
for world leaders, businesses, and
citizens to come together to discuss
their role in mitigating the escalating
climate crisis.

Through its COP27 partnership,
Microsoft aims to help people
and organizations understand and
harness the transformative power of
technology to set and achieve new
and impactful climate goals.
During the signing ceremony
held at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs offices in Cairo, Microsoft

Egypt General Manager, Mirna
Arif, commented: “We believe in
the transformative power of the
United Nations Climate Change
Conference of the Parties and are
proud to again play a key role in this
year’s event. We applaud the efforts
of the Egyptian government, under
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, in
prioritizing climate change as part of
Egypt Vision 2030. Technology will
provide answers to many of today’s
most pressing climate challenges,
and COP27 is an opportunity for
the public and private sectors to
collaborate on climate solutions to
accelerate progress in Egypt and
across the wider region.”
Organizations of all types, sizes, and
sectors will need to fundamentally
transform their operations to meet
the new sustainability imperativee.
Regardless of where companies
are on their journeys, Microsoft
is dedicated to being of help.

Microsoft Vice Chair and President,
“The world

BR Microsoft

Affairs of the Arab Republic of

stakeholders, including suppliers,
investors, employers, and partners to
make an outsized impact on climate

change.
Ambassador ~ Ashraf  Ibrahim,
General Coordinator for

organizational and financial aspects
of the  conference welcomed
Microsoft as a Principal Partner
of COP27. He emphasized the

important role played by the
international ~ private sector in
promoting  sustainable  business

models and supporting the agreed
climate goals. Ambassador
Ashraf Ibrahim highlighted the

company announced an ambitious
commitment and detailed plan to
be carbon negative by 2030 and to
remove from the environment all
the carbon it had emitted since its
founding by 2050. The company
has built on this pledge by adding
commitments to be water positive
by 2030, zero waste by 2030, and to
protect ecosystems by developing a
Planetary Computer.

Speaking at the signing ceremony,
Chief  Sustainability Officer
for Microsoft Middle East and
Africa, Sherif Tawfik noted that
COP is the place where the world

Brad Smith, added,
needs to move faster and COP27
will provide an important forum
to move from pledges to progress.
We are proud to partner with the
Egyptian government and support
this urgent effort.”

H.ECOP27  President-Designate,
Sameh Shoukry, Minister of Foreign

Egypt pointed out that the Egyptian
presidency is actively engaging with
leading companies like Microsoft
and other stakeholders to speed up
climate action. Egypt’s government
believes in the innovative power
of the private sector to tackle
climate challenges and in their
ability to influence their immediate

contributions provided by Microsoft
on the road to the conference in
Sharm-El-Sheikh ~ and  looked
forward to the continuation of this
support leading up to an impactful
COP.

Microsoft has been working to
become more sustainable for
more than a decade. In 2020, the

comes together for climate change
conversation and action. “We are
committed to playing our part and
look forward to working together
with Egypt on this year’s COP to
help expedite the world’s transition
to a more economically and
environmentally sustainable future
for us all,” he added.




In the presence of the Prime Minister:

With an investment of $20 million, a cooperation agreement was signed
between ITIDA and OPPO to manufacture mobile phones locally

By: Bakinam Khaled -
Rasha Hussein

Dr. Mostafa Madbouly, Prime
Minister witnessed the signing
ceremony of a memorandum
of understanding  between
the Information Technology
Industry Development
Authority (ITIDA) and the
Chinese electronics company
OPPO;  Accordingly, the
latter will establish a mobile
phone factory in Egypt, with
a production capacity of 4.5
million units annually, with
investments of about $20
million. The signing ceremony
was attended by Dr. Amr Talaat,
Minister of Communications
and Information Technologies.
The agreement was signed by
Eng. Amr Mahfouz, CEO of
the Information Technology
Industry Development
Agency (ITIDA), and Zhang
Zhouchuan, who is authorized
to sign on behalf of OPPO
Beypt.

On the sidelines of signing the
memorandum of understanding,

framework of the presidential
initiative launched by President
Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi, President
of the Republic, “Egypt
manufactures electronics”
with the aim of promoting the
electronics industry as one of
the biggest pillars of the growth
of the Egyptian economy, by
contributing to increasing or
doubling Egyptian exports,
striving to reduce imports
of electronic devices for the
local market, and creating job
opportunities for hundreds of

He added,

“The Ministry
of  Communications  and
Information Technology”

is the body entrusted by the
government with supervising
the implementation of
the program through the
“Information Technology
Industry Development
Authority” of the Ministry of
Communications.

The minister stressed that the
ministry, in coordination with
ITIDA and other concerned
parties, will make every effort

factory, which comes at a very
important time during which
the government is seeking
to attract more foreign direct
investment in all sectors.

Forhis part, the representative of
the “OPPO” company said that
according to the memorandum
of understanding, about $20
million will be invested initially
to establish the new factory,
with a production capacity
of 4.5 million units annually,
with more investments being
pumped according to market
estimates, and these initial
investments will contribute to
providing job opportunities.
Estimated 900 job opportunities
during the next 3-5 years.

It should be noted that the
Chinese company “OPPO”
was officially established
in 2004, and is the owner of
one of the global brands in
the field of mobile phones,
and cooperates with ten smart
manufacturing facilities
located around the world, as
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Ahmed Yehia, CEQ of the Consumer Sector at Etisalat Misr for “Digital World”
We are committed to investing in the development of the Egyptian
telecommunications sector despite all global economic challenges

B?': Bakinam Khaled - Wael
Elhosany
In response to the question “Alam Rakamy”
Eng. Ahmed Yehia, CEO of the Individual
Sector at Etisalat Egypt, confirmed that in
light of the difficult economic conditions
that the world is going through, and the high
cost elements in the telecommunications
sector, many telecom operators are
currently studying and evaluating prices.
Providing telecommunications and internet
services to enable them to maintain the
level of quality of telecommunications
and internet services. In this context,
Etisalat Misr is currently conducting a
comprehensive  study.

He pointed to the company’s commitment
to continuing its investments to improve
communications and internet services in
the Egyptian market, but the global rise in
technology and network supplies prices,
not to mention the decline in the quantities
produced globally, leads to a reduction in
the number of supplies and stations that
can be imported from abroad, with the
same value of the financial investments
allocated by the company, and this is a new
challenge. We study appropriate solutions
to deal with it without affecting the quality
of services, but also improving them.
This came during the activities of the

in Hurghada, and he said in response
to a question “ Alam Rakamy “ that the
company was not affected at all during
2022 by any difficulties in importing
network improvement requirements, but
on the contrary with the receipt of the
company This led to a noticeable and
significant improvement in the level of
communications and Internet services
provided by the company to about 30
million users in the local market, not to
mention improving the network coverage
whether

being established new similar to roads.
And urban cities in which the Egyptian
state is expanding, and of course, need a
communications infrastructure to cover
them.

With regard to the steps taken by the
company to encourage electronic payments,
Ahmed Yehia said that the volume of
electronic payments through “Etisalat Misr”
has already doubled during the current
year, with the company launching the new
version of the “My Etisalat” application, to
transfer funds, as the application provides
our customers with a number of Various
payment services, including the payment
of various bills with the addition of all
government payment services in line
with the state’s trend towards financial
inclusion, and the electronic wallet issued
by Etisalat Misr enables users to transfer to
an electronic wallet inside Egypt.

The CEO of the Individuals Sector at
Etisalat Misr added that the total number
of users of the company’s electronic
wallet doubled by 400 during 2022,
and that the total volume of financial
transactions doubled by 600% during the
same period.

Yehia pointed out that the total number
of mobile telecommunication lines in the
Egyptian market ranges between 95-100
million, as the total number of users is

Dr. Amr Talaat said: The
signing comes within the

thousands of engineers and
technicians. for

to expedite the procedures
establishing  the

new

well as a global design center
located in London.

annual media meeting organized by Etisalat
Misr at the Movenpick Resort Soma Bay

of many geographical areas,
remote and remote, or those

that are about 70 million.

KHALED HASSAN, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF “ ALAM RAKAMY “FOR “NILE NEWS” CHANNEL:
ACCORDING TO SISI’S DIRECTIVES, EXPAND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 21 CENTERS

FOR EGYPT’S DIGITAL INNOVATION, WITH INVESTMENTS OF 500 MILLION POUNDS

By: Mohamed Elttar —
Sameh Saeed

The journalist writer Khaled Hassan,
editor-in-chief of the *“ Alam
Rakamy “ newspaper, stressed that
building a new generation of human
resources that possess digital skills
and expanding the base of Egyptian
technological competencies is one of
the most important concerns of the
political leadership, represented by
the launch of a number of national
initiatives, including the initiative
by President Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi.
Ashbal Egypt Digital, the “Our Future
is Digital” initiative, and the “Egypt
Makes Electronics” initiative, along
with its keenness to periodically follow
up on all the activities of the Ministry
of Communications and Information
Technology in the field of qualifying
and training university students and
graduates specialized in the latest
technology fields in line with the needs
of the local and global labor market.
This came during his meeting with
“Nile News” channel, and an analytical
vision of President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi’s directives to the Egyptian
government to build the digital
capabilities of our human cadres,
implement a number of national
projects in the communications and
information technology sector, and

during President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s
meeting with Dr. Mostafa Madbouly.
Prime Minister, and Dr. Amr Talaat,
Minister of Communications and
Information ~ Technology.” Hassan
said that this great interest on the part
of the highest level of the political
leadership stems from its conviction
of the feasibility and importance
of the ICT sector as the strategic
nucleus for developing all economic
sectors and accelerating the digital
transformation process in order to
increase competitiveness. For all
economic sectors, not to mention the
development and improvement of the
efficiency of providing all government
services to the citizen.

On the feasibility of the concept
of “digital transformation”  for
government agencies and the extent
of its impact on the citizen, the editor-
in-chief of *“ Alam Rakamy “ said that
what is meant by digital transformation
is that government services go to
the citizen wherever he is and at the
time he wants, and not just replacing
computer screens with pen and paper
in carrying out the work cycle.
With regard to President EI-Sisi’s
directive to support outstanding
students and encourage them for
technological ~ training,  journalist
Khaled Hassan indicated that the

the “Digital Misr Ashab” initiative,
in May 2022, as a free grant aimed at
refining information technology skills
for outstanding students from the first
preparatory grade to the second grade.
Secondary school, in all Egyptian
schools at the level of the Republic,
in order to prepare a distinguished
generation of young people capable
of exploring new horizons in the fields
of communications and information
technology, and achieving the digital
vision of Egypt in keeping pace with
the sciences and requirements of the
future labor market.

He added, the initiative aims to
develop the technological skills of
3,000 outstanding students in all
Egyptian schools in all governorates,
in cooperation with local and
international specialized authorities in

scientific and educational aspects, in
addition to implementing activities to
develop personal and leadership skills.
The Editor-in-Chief of a Alam
Rakamy confirmed that the “Digital
Egypt Youth” initiative is within
the framework of the Ministry of
Communications and Information
Technology’s strategy to build digital
capabilities, which is implemented
according to a multi-level hierarchical
approach.

The initiative also integrates with the
rest of the initiatives launched by the
Ministry to provide young people and
young people with all information
technology tools to keep pace with the
requirements of the digital age.

The students then enroll in one of the
specialized tracks according to their
choice. The tracks include various
fields such as digital arts, software
development, network and information
security, artificial intelligence and
robotics, in addition to training them
in personal and leadership skills
such as communication arts, time
management, team work, leadership,

entrepreneurship  and  sustainable
development.
With regard to President Sisi’s

keenness on the progress of the study
process at the “Egypt Informatics
University”, as well as the executive

new administrative capital, the editor-
in-chief of “Alam Rakamy ” said
that the President directed the speedy
completion of the establishment of the
city at the highest technological level,
explaining that he had recently visited
The city of knowledge and its view on
the ground, as it includes a number
of stakeholders building digital skills
for young people, led by the Misr
Informatics University, which began
the study in the last academic year in the
number of technological, instructional
and digital arts specializations, with a
discount of about 40% for students to
join the university.

He added that the Knowledge City
includes a headquarters for the
Digital Egypt Innovation Center
“Creativa” to provide training
activities and sponsor creativity
and entrepreneurship for those
with innovative ideas, noting that
the Ministry of Communications,
represented by the Technology
Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Center “TIEC” has already established
about 7 centers for Digital Egypt’s
creativity within universities in the
governorates. Qena - Aswan - Sohag
- Menoufia - Minya - Ismailia and
Mansoura “to be close to university
students, and the Ministry has a plan
to establish 14 new centers in various

expand the digital infrastructure,

Ministry of Communications launched

various technological sciences to cover

With the doubling of the training budget to 1.3 billion pounds:

Cooperation protocols between the National Telecommunication Institute and 22
international and local companies for communications and technology

By: Ibrahim Ahmed - Muhammad Al-
Attar

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications and
Information Technology, witnessed the signing
ceremony of a cooperation protocol between
the National Telecommunication Institute of the
Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology, and 22 major international and
local companies specialized in the fields of
communications and information technology,
with the aim of training and developing the skills
of about 2,000 young people who joined the
Digital Egypt Youth Initiative. “Digital Egypt
Youth Initiative in more than 15 training axes
specialized in the latest fields of communications
andinformationtechnology, including: embedded
systems, advanced networks, cybersecurity, fifth
generation technologies, fiber-optic networks,
cloud computing, and artificial intelligence, in
order to hone their practical experiences and
qualify them for the labor market and meet It
needs these highly specialized competencies,
in addition to providing job opportunities for
the outstanding among them to work in the
companies participating in this initiative.

Dr. Iman Ashour, head of the institute, signed
cooperation protocols with each of the four
telecommunications companies operating in
Egypt: Telecom Egypt, Vodafone, Orange, and
Etisalat Egypt, as well as the major companies
working in the field of electronics and embedded
systems, which are: Valeo , Avilelabs, Scitech,
and Alpha Electronics. As well as the largest
companies working in the fields of networks,
cybersecurity, artificial intelligence  and
cloud computing, which are: Huawei, Global
Brand, Fixed Group, Securisip, Zero and
One, IT Visionary, Hits Solutions, Tech Hub,
BMB, Digitize, Visioning, and engineering
systems. Kindergarten, and a platform for self-
employment.

Dr. Amr Talaat also witnessed the signing
ceremony of a cooperation protocol between the
Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology and the National Telecommunication
Institute to train young graduates on some
advanced tracks in the field of communications
and information technology within the Egypt’s
Digital Youth Initiative. The protocol was signed
by Eng. Raafat Hendy, Deputy Minister of
Communications and Information Technology
for Infrastructure Affairs, and Dr. Eman
Ashour, Director of the National Institute of
Communications.

The signing ceremony was attended by a
number of executive leaders at the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology
and the National Telecommunication Institute,
in addition to executives, board members and
heads of technology sectors of ICT companies
participating in the initiative. This is in addition
to the participation of Cisco International,
Amazon International, and Votinet International,
which have distinguished training partnerships
with the National Telecommunication Institute.
For his part, Minister of Communications and
Information Technology Amr Talaat stressed

that constructive partnerships between the
government sector represented by the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology,
and private sector companies are one of the most
important features of the communications and
information technology sector, which has become
a locomotive for development, and is considered
the highest growth among the state sectors
over the past four years. consecutive years; He
pointed out that the digital capacity-building
strategy launched by the ministry includes
many initiatives aimed at expanding the base
of trainees and providing various technological
specializations in a way that achieves a positive
return for both the government and the private
sector, as the government’s goals are achieved in
providing training opportunities and creating job
opportunities for young people, as well. It meets
the requirements of the private sector in terms
of trained cadres, skills and expertise based on
knowledge, study and practical training.

The Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology added that in four years
the number of trainees has increased 56 times and
the technical training budget 26 times, increasing
from training 4,000 trainees with a budget of 50

position of the Knowledge City in the

governorates of the Republic.

million pounds to 225 thousand trainees with a
budget of 1.3 billion pounds in the current fiscal
year, while the volume of digital exports to Egypt
increased from 3.2 billion dollars to $4.9 billion
in the last fiscal year; He pointed out that the
availability of digital cadres is a major attraction
for companies to export digital services from
Egypt.

The protocols aim at the companies’
participation in implementing practical training
within their various headquarters for a period of
one month for all trainees in the Digital Egypt
Youth Initiative, as well as participating in
designing the training content for the various
training programs according to the work needs
of each company, in addition to cooperating with
the National Institute of Communications in
selecting the trainees who joined the initiative.
Providing job opportunities for the distinguished
to initiate companies and employing them at the
end of the prescribed training period.

The protocols also stipulate that the duration of
the training program extends to four months,
with a total number of training hours (540)
hours, divided into: (288) technical and technical
hours, and (132) hours for developing personal
skills and managing digital projects in addition
to effective business communication skills in
English. And a number of (120 hours) practical
training through companies working in the field
of communications and information technology
participating in the initiative.

The initiative is being implemented to train
2,000 students in three phases (each phase
is 4 months for a year); Where the National
Telecommunication Institute provides training
in technical disciplines, skills development,
and project management for a period of three
months, while the companies participating in the
initiative provide practical training for another
month at the company’s headquarters.

Technology Innovation - The
Foundation of Egypt's Digital

Future

There is no doubt that Egypt’s long civilization history is a testimony
of how precious and valued this country is not only for Egyptians
but for the entire world. Throughout history, we have seen unique
Egyptian talents bringing to the world exceptional contributions to
art, culture, science, technology, sports and many more. This stands
true also today as the country brims with national initiatives to foster
innovation and academic research. Steadily entering a digital era
propelled by the fourth industrial revolution, the nation stands at
the forefront of society-wide transformation. Diverting significant
efforts in the last few years to leverage advanced technology to
accelerate socio-economic development, Egypt is on a path toward
a digitally powered society.

This year we mark 125 years of collaboration in Egypt. Being
present in the country for more than a century, we have witnessed
every stage of the nation’s technological development. With
cellular networks being the foundation of many of these innovative
developments, we have had the privilege of being a direct part of
Egypt’s progress. In fact, in the early decades of our operations,
“Ericsson” became the generic term for the telephone across the
country. From installing our first telephone exchange system in
Alexandria in 1897 connecting Cairo to Alexandria for the first time,
to preparing for 5G today, we have come a long way and have had a
truly remarkable journey.

The Egyptian Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology (MCIT) states that the future Egypt will “possess
a competitive, balanced and diversified economy”, one that is
“dependent on innovation and knowledge”. Through its ambitious
national agenda, Vision 2030, which comprises a set of eight
national goals to be met within this decade, Egypt has begun laying
the foundation for this future.

With the objectives of Vision 2030 focusing on achieving a robust
economy, bolstering knowledge and innovation, and enhancing
quality of life in the country, its realization is set to rely heavily
on advancements in digital technology. Egypt has formulated
digital transformation frameworks within Vison 2030 and is
moving towards digitalization across major regional industries.
The government has also developed two key initiatives namely ICT
Strategy 2030 and Digital Egypt, an all-encompassing plan to
build the nation’s digital economy, to aid this digitalization drive.
However, with much prominence given to digital advancements,
cellular technology no doubt set to play a pivotal role in the future
prosperity of Egypt, but how so?

Industry 4.0 technologies like artificial intelligence (Al) and the
Internet of Things (IoT) is spearheading digital transformation.
Promising a radical transformation of the economic and social system
in Egypt, these technologies have now found their place among the
top priorities of Egypt’s policy agendas for the coming years. They
are set to be foundational blocks of various developmental projects
across the country, especially smart city projects like Egypt’s high-
tech New Administrative Capital.

Based on connectivity, these advanced technologies demand a
strong and reliable connection that is able to handle a fast flow of
data. This is where cellular networks like 5G and 4G come into play,
acting as key enablers of these technologies.

By empowering digital technologies, cellular networks unlock a
range of use cases across Egypt. Take for example the smart mass
transit system Egypt has been working on to implement across cities.
As large-scale 5G in the country becomes a reality, it will enable
autonomous vehicles, making the smart transit system more efficient
in its objectives and build a safer, more predictive, and sustainable
transportation industry in the country.

In the last few years, MCIT has actively initiated various projects
to improve the quality of fixed broadband in the nation and deliver
high-speed internet while also expanding network reach in the
country. The nation is also speeding up the issuance of cell tower
permits and has also begun offering new frequencies to enhance
network efficiency. These actions show Egypt understands the value
of connectivity in securing its digital future and is a testament to the
nation’s commitment to building a thriving digital economy.
Through successful collaborations over the last 125 years of our
presence in the country, we have tried to create an environment for
knowledge sharing and execution to keep Egypt well equipped for a
quickly changing technological world and we remain determined to
support Egypt realize its national agendas.

This year, under the patronage of Egypt’s Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology, we successfully
conducted the Together Apart Hackathon to boost innovation in line
with Egypt Vision 2030. In line with Digital Egypt’s objectives to
boost local innovation and digital skills, we’ve also been running
our graduate program in Egypt to offer the nation’s young talent
support, learning, and career development opportunities to mold
them into the leaders of tomorrow.

Our efforts to support Egypt in its digital ambitions have only
just begun and we look forward to collaborating with our local
partners to strengthen the nation’s Information and Communications
Technology infrastructure, drive digitalization and move mountains
in the nation’s digital space.

Country Manager, Ericsson Egypt and VP Ericsson MEA
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