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VMware Report Warns of Deepfake
Attacks and Cyber Extortion

By : Bakinaml Khaled- Rashs
ussein

VMware has released its eighth

annual Global Incident Response

Threat Report, which takes a
deep dive into the challenges
faced by security teams amid
pandemic  disruptions,  burnout,
and geopolitically motivated
cyberattacks.

Sixty-five percent of defenders state
that cyberattacks have increased
since Russia invaded Ukraine,
according to report findings. The
report also shines a light on emerging
threats such as deepfakes, attacks on
APIs, and cybercriminals targeting
incident responders themselves.
“Cybercriminals are now
incorporating deepfakes into their
attack methods to evade security
controls,” said Rick McElroy,
principal cybersecurity strategist at
VMware.

“Two out of three respondents in our
report saw malicious deepfakes used
as part of an attack, a 13% increase
from last year, with email as the top
delivery method. Cybercriminals

have evolved beyond using synthetic
video and audio simply for influence
operations or disinformation
campaigns. Their new goal is to use
deepfake technology to compromise
organizations and gain access to their
environment.”

Additional key findings from the
report include Cyber pro burnout
remains a critical issue. Forty-seven
percent of incident responders said
they experienced burnout or extreme
stress in the past 12 months, down
slightly from 51% last year. Of this
group, 69% (versus 65% in 2021) of
respondents have considered leaving
their job as a result. Organizations
are working to combat this, however,
with more than two-thirds of
respondents stating their workplaces
have implemented wellness
programs to address burnout.
Ransomware actors incorporate
cyber extortion strategies. The
predominance  of  ransomware
attacks, often buttressed by e-crime
groups’  collaborations on the
dark web, has yet to let up. Fifty-
seven percent of respondents have

encountered such attacks in the
past 12 months, and two-thirds
(66%) have encountered affiliate
programs and/or  partnerships
between ransomware groups as
prominent cyber cartels continue to
extort organizations through double
extortion techniques, data auctions,
and blackmail.
APIs are the
representing  the

new
next

endpoint,
frontier

As workloads and
applications proliferate, 23% of
attacks now compromise API
security. The top types of API attacks
include data exposure (encountered
by 42% of respondents in the past
year), SQL and API injection attacks
(37% and 34%, respectively), and
distributed Denial-of-Service attacks

for attackers.

(33%).

Lateral movement is the new
battleground. Lateral movement
was seen in 25% of all attacks,
with  cybercriminals  leveraging

everything from script hosts (49%)
and file storage (46%) to PowerShell
(45%), business communications
platforms (41%), and .NET (39%)
to rummage around inside networks.
An analysis of the telemetry within
VMware Contexa, a full-fidelity
threat intelligence cloud that’s built
into VMware security products,
discovered that in April and May of
2022 alone, nearly half of intrusions
contained a lateral movement event.
“In order to defend against the
broadening attack surface, security
teams need an adequate level of

visibility across workloads, devices,
users and networks to detect, protect,
and respond to cyber threats,”
said Chad Skipper, global security
technologist at VMware.

“When security teams are making
decisions based on incomplete and
inaccurate data, it inhibits their
ability to implement a granular
security strategy, while their efforts
to detect and stop lateral movement
of attacks are stymied due to the
limited context of their systems.”
Despite  the  turbulent threat
landscape and rising threats detailed
in the report, incident responders
are fighting back with 87% saying
that they are able to disrupt a
cybercriminal’s activities sometimes
(50%) or very often (37%). They’re
also using new techniques to do
so. Three-quarters of respondents
(75%) say they are now deploying
virtual patching as an emergency
mechanism. In every case, the more
visibility defenders have across
today’s widening attack surface, the
better equipped they’ll be to weather
the storm.

Legally blind man see hope through the
world’s Largest LEGO® eyeglasses

By : Bakinam Khaled — Nahla Makled

A brother and sister from Egypt have created the world’s
Largest LEGO® brick eyeglasses in The Galleria Al Maryah
Island, Abu Dhabi, to celebrate the brother’s different ability of
recognition and passion for LEGO®.

According to Guinness World Records™, Zeyad

Ibrahim, 19, and his sister Salma, 17, from Mansoura, Egypt
attempted this record constructing a LEGO® shaped eyeglasses
with dimensions of 6.2m x 2.52m x 0.952m.

With only 5% of his eyesight, and help of his sister, Zeyad put
together the built over a span of 17 days. It took the sibling
a total of 56 hours and 35minutes to assemble the eyeglasses.
They used 65,108 LEGO® bricks that weighs 147+ kg, about
as heavy as a Panda Bear.

In January 2020, Zeyad took part in the world’s Longest
handshake relay during an event held in Abu Dhabi, which
inspired him to breaking a Guinness World Records™ title, in
his own way.

The Egyptian man suffers from Leber congenital amaurosis
(LCA), an eye disorder that primarily affects the retina. Patients
with this type of nearsightedness suffer from near-absent
pupillary responses with severely decreased visual acuity. LCA
cannot be corrected with glasses, contacts or surgery. It is not
blindness as limited sight remains.

While studies shows that eighty percent of blindness occurs in
people over 50 years old, Zeyad is suffering from LCA at 19
years old, and competes in a category dedicated for able-bodied
applicants. He wanted to prove to everyone around the world,
that even with impairment dreams could come true.

In fact, on the day of the attempt, Zeyad was wearing eyeglasses
that looked exactly like the one he created with LEGO® bricks.
At first, the work was done at siblings house, then moved to The
Galleria where the built took shape.

TO REACH NEARLY $2 BILLION IN 2022

GARTNER PREDICTS CONVERSATIONAL AT WILL REDUCE
CONTACT CENTER AGENT LABOR COSTS BY $80 BILLION IN 2026

By : Wael Elhosany — Samah Saeed
Conversational artificial intelligence (Al)
deployments within contact centers will
reduce agent labor costs by $80 billion,
according to Gartner, Inc. Worldwide
end-user spending on conversational
Al solutions within contact centers is
forecast to reach $1.99 billion in 2022.
“Gartner estimates that there are
approximately 17 million contact center
agents worldwide today,” said Daniel
O’Connell, VP analyst at Gartner.
“Many organizations are challenged
by agent staff shortages and the need
to curtail labor expenses, which can
represent up to 95% of contact center
costs. Conversational AI makes agents
more efficient and effective, while also
improving the customer experience.”
Gartner projects that one in 10 agent
interactions will be automated by 2026,
an increase from an estimated 1.6% of
interactions today that are automated
using Al Conversational Al can
automate all or part of a contact center
customer interaction through both voice
and digital channels, through voicebots
or chatbots, and it is expected to have

transformational benefits to customer
service and support organizations within
two years.

“While automating a full interaction
— also known as call containment or
deflection — corresponds to significant
cost savings, there is also value in partial
containment, such as automating the
identification of a customer’s name,
policy number and reason for calling.
Capturing this information using Al could
reduce up to a third of the interaction time
that would typically be supported by a
human agent,” said O’Connell.
Technical Complexity and Fragmented

Vendor Landscape Limit Adoption
While the benefits of conversational Al
are compelling, the technology is still
maturing. A fragmented vendor landscape
and complexity of deployments will
result in measured adoption through the
next two years.

“Implementing conversational Al
requires expensive professional
resources in areas such as data analytics,
knowledge graphs and natural language
understanding,” said O’Connell. “Once
built, the conversational Al capabilities
must be continuously supported, updated
and maintained, resulting in additional
costs.”

Complex, large-scale conversational Al
deployments can take multiple years as
more call flows are built out and existing
call flows are fine-tuned for improvement.
Gartner estimates integration pricing at
$1,000 to $1,500 per conversational Al
agent, though some organizations cite
costs of up to $2,000 per agent. Therefore,
early adoption of conversational Al will
be primarily led by organizations with
2,500 or more agents with budget for the
requisite technical resources.

Increasing Consumer Demand for Social Shopping Experiences

By : Bakinam Khaled —
Wael Elhosany

The  Covid-19  pandemic
prompted massive growth of the
e-commerce market, allowing
consumers to purchase both
basic needs and luxury items
from the comfort and safety of
home. As the world transitions
from the pandemic, a return
to the pre-pandemic in-person
shopping trends is imminent.
A consumer behaviour shift is
already underway with shoppers
seeking more social, experience-
based setups - an uptick in
shopping complexes that serve

and opportunities to socialise
with friends and families is
already being noted.

DIM  Capital, California’s
leading Investor-Manager Real
Estate Group with two billion-
dollar assets under management,
has already used this novel
concept in its recent real estate
acquisitions.

D. John Miller, Founder and
Chief Executive Officer of DIM
Capital, says, “Multiple years
of experience and intensive
market research indicate that
people use E-commerce to
purchase ‘things’, whether that
be everyday essentials or luxury

marketing strategy and tool;
however, it fails to consider
human nature - the need for social
activity with friends, family, and
other loved ones. What you can’t
get with E-commerce is the full
sensory experience of sitting in
a wonderful place with loved
ones, for example, and being
stimulated through touch, smell,
entertainment, music, and food.
There’s a dire need for shopping
complexes that allow consumers
to enjoy a more holistic
experience comfortably.”

He continues, “Our customer
is essentially people - you and
me. We’re the ones who go out,

entertainment, and ideally, one
wishes to do those things in a
place that makes them want to
embrace life in a very positive
way. What we’ve created are
distinct properties in upscale
localities all over the beautiful
state  of sunny California
that are, in a nutshell, all-
inclusive sensory experiences.
This includes state-of-the-art
shopping complexes surrounded
by gorgeous landscapes, lush
gardens, walkability and a strong
pedestrian culture, and multiple
outlets for entertainment for
all age groups, as well as fine

as both outlets for purchasing

items. E-commerce is a great

shop, dine, and socialise for

dining.”

MICROSOFT EGYPT SIGNS A (MOU) WITH THE

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO (AUC) TO BUILD
STUDENTS’ DIGITAL CAPABILITIES

By : Mohamed Elttar —
Ibrahim Ahmed

Microsoft Egypt has
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
The American University in
Cairo (AUC), with the aim
of empowering students to
have the necessary tools and
experience to strengthen their
digital skills and meet the
changing needs of tomorrow’s
labor market.

Microsoft Egypt Country
Manager, Mirna Arif, and Dr.
Ahmad Dallal, President of
The American University in
Cairo (AUC), at AUC New
Cairo campus. .

On this occasion, Mirna
Arifstated that she was
excited to ink the deal with
the University, to ensure that
students have the necessary
skills to fuel their future
opportunities and success in an
increasingly digital economy.
“The need for digital skills has
never been more important
than it is today,” said Arif.
“With the economy becoming
increasingly digital, it is
clear that those who have the
necessary skills will thrive and
have lucrative opportunities
in this new type of economy.
Education institutions must
therefore play a key role in
leading students and preparing
them for the future of work in
an ever-changing world.”
It is estimated that by 2025,
there will be 149 million
new technology jobs in
areas like privacy and trust,
cybersecurity, data analysis,
machine learning and Al,
cloud and data roles, and
software development,
according to Microsoft Data
Science.

Some of these jobs are already

taking place in Egypt’s startup
scene. In fact, figures indicate
that at least 562 tech startups
were in operation across
Egypt as of September 2021,
making it the fourth largest
startup ecosystem on the
continent, behind only South
Africa, Nigeria and Kenya.
These startups employ almost
13,000 people between them,
with e-commerce being the
most popular, followed by
fintech, according to research
by Disrupt Africa.

With more niche startups
emerging in  specialized
sectors such as e-health, ed-
tech, logistics, recruitment
and Al, jobs will increasingly
evolve to accommodate the
new roles created by this
innovation shift. Acquiring
digital skills therefore
becomes crucial for ensuring
that today’s youths can
compete in tomorrow’s job
market.

To upskill students, Microsoft

to develop a comprehensive

digital transformation
strategy, including:
providing digital learning

resources for both students
and instructors; supporting
nontechnical  students by
offering Al related courses;
creating Student Ambassador
programs to enable students
to make a difference in the
world and empower others
in the process; and finally,
developing global technology
programs to give students
the opportunity to tackle
some of the world’s biggest
social, environmental, and
health problems by building
purpose-driven  applications
with  Microsoft.

“This is a significant
endeavor between our two
entities to create a framework
that would support AUC’s
digital transformation strategy
and pave the way for more
opportunities for innovation”
said Dr. Ahmad Dallal, AUC

University in Cairo has
long been a keen leader and
advocate for digitization as a
driver to enhance and support
teaching, research, operations
and all aspects of University
life.”

Dallal also emphasized that
AUC'’s vision is to strengthen
partnerships with technology
leaders such as Microsoft.
“The role of this MoU is to
cement this partnership and
leverage what it brings to both
parties and our educational
mission.”

Microsoft ~ will  continue
to collaborate with more
learning institutions, private
corporations and government
agencies to accelerate digital
transformation and innovation
in Egypt, and empower
organizations to harness the
power of technology. This
initiative isin line with Egypt’s
Vision 2030 of preparing for
a knowledge and innovation-
based economy that is already

will work with the University

President. “The

American

taking shape today.

MENA>S FIRST ENTERPRISE E-COMMERCE TECHNOLOGY STARTUP
EL-DOKAN SUCCESSFULLY CLOSES $550,000 PRE-SEED ROUND

By : Ibrahim Ahmed - Mohamed
Eltter

el-dokan, the first-of-its-kind company to
offer enterprise e-commerce technology,
in MENA has announced that it
successfully secured a $550,000 pre-
Seed round, led by a cluster of local and
regional investors including EFG EV and
Flat6Labs, 500 Global and Hala Ventures.
E-commerce is now an integral part of
every retailer’s business strategy, and
technology builders and platforms are
scrambling to provide retailers with the
best technology to help them scale up
and optimize their operations. Unlike
companies like Shopify and other local
shop builders in the region whose focus is
to address the needs of smaller retailers,
in its latest turn, el-dokan provides
e-commerce APIs for large- and medium-
sized retailers as well as startups,
enabling them to build highly customized
and personalized e-commerce stores.
Launched in late 2020 based in Egypt,
el-dokan primarily targets large retailers
and chain stores seeking to expand their
e-commerce market share, increase sales

and operation automation.

Utulizing «headless e-commerce
technology, el-dokan offers the optimal
technology infrastructure that allows tech
teams to develop highly customizable
e-commerce with maximum flexibility
to help businesses respond faster to
changing business needs and keep up
with the rapid changes in e-commerce.
Besides retailers, it also targets software
companies and developers that work
directly with enterprises looking to build
their e-commerce stores in fast and cost-
efficient manner, with 300+ available API
endpoints.

Commenting on the announcement,
Ahmed Mabher, co-founder and chief
executive officer (CEO) of el-dokan,
said that the key reason behind the
company>s ability to earn the trust of
investors and close its pre-Seed round
is the fact that el-dokan is among the
very select few companies that focus
on building advanced software using

cutting-edge technologies such as
headless, composable e-commerce
architecture.

«The majority of retailers have
repeatedly shown the willingness
to either replace the traditional
e-commerce methods with more
advanced and flexible technology.
The technology pioneered by el-
dokan <«changes the equation> by
helping retailers drive sales growth
while simultaneously bringing down
maintenance costs, making it possible
for our retailers to quickly and easily
develop APIs connections with our
partners to ensure the highest levels of
operational efficiency. Our technology
can easily integrate with any third-party
providers like payments, shipping, point
of sale (POS) and (ERP) systems,»
commented Mohamed Yousry, chief
technology officer (CTO) and co-
founder of el-dokan.

“After seeing the great impact el-dokan
has had on enterprise businesses in
MENA, and the profound growth we’ve
experienced over a short period of time,
we’re excited about the fact that our
clients managed to achieve $45 million
GMV after migrating from other global

well-known software solutions that
don’t meet the present-day challenges
ours.

We are now serving a global roster
of clients such as Procter & Gamble
(P&G), Misr Pharmacies, Mobily,
Zahran stores and Apple Premium
seller Switch Plus, along with grocery
delivery app Appetito, among others.
And this is a testament to the ability
of regionally-based tech startups to
develop leading-edge technologies
trusted by large, international brands
and compete with global counterparts,»
Yousry explained.

For his part, Walid Hassouna, CEO
of valU, Egypt>s leading buy now
pay later (BNPL) platform expressed
his excitement over the company>s
successful completion of its initial
funding round which counts EFG EV
among its earliest backers. «We are
looking forward to exciting times
ahead with el-dokan and its all-star
team who are able to carve out a niche
for themselves in the rapidly-evolving
e-commerce market,» said Hassouna.




For the fourth year in a row...

Talaat; The communications and technology sector ranks among the highest

arowth sectors among the state sectors, with a rate of 10.3%
Minister of Communications: The steady increase in the sector’s growth

rates reflects the development of implementing Egypt’s digital strategy

By: Bakinam Khaled — Rasha
Hussein

The communications and information
technology sector achieved growth
rates of about 16.3% in the fiscal year
2021/2022, becoming the highest
growing sector among the various
sectors of the state. This is according
to the report on performance indicators
of the Egyptian economy during the
fiscal year 2021/2022 issued by the
Ministry of Planning and Economic
Development.

The report also highlighted that the
communications and  information
technology sector is one of the
sectors that came first in terms of the
number and value of deals within the
framework of acquisition and merger
activity in the Middle East and North
Africa during the first half of 2022.
For his part, Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister
of Communications and Information
Technology, confirmed that the ICT
sector succeeded in achieving high
performance rates at the economic
level and maintaining its position
in the forefront as the highest
growing sector over the past four
fiscal years. He pointed to the high

15.2%.

growth rates of the communications
and information technology sector
during the past fiscal year compared
to the preceding fiscal year, during
which the growth rate was about
16.1%; The sector growth rate in
the fiscal year 2019/2020 was about

Dr. Amr Talaat explained that the
steady increase in the growth rates of  to
the communications and information

technology  sector reflects  the
development it is witnessing in light
of the implementation of Egypt’s
digital strategy, which includes the
implementation of a large number of
national projects to achieve digital
transformation, and the development
of digital infrastructure at the local
and international levels, in addition
supporting innovative thought.
entrepreneurship,  building  digital

capabilities for young people and
enabling them to obtain distinguished
job opportunities in the field of
communications and  information
technology; Pointing out that many
prestigious  international  reports
highlighted these developments and
booms in the sector in light of the
efforts made to enhance Egypt’s
position on the map of the global
communications and  information
technology industry.

Dr. Amr Talaat added that the
development witnessed by the ICT
sector is a natural result of concerted
efforts among all elements of the
sector, which is characterized by the
active and constructive partnerships
that exist between the governmental
and private sectors and civil society
organizations working in the sector,
which resulted in the implementation
of many ICT projects in support of
the state’s efforts to achieve Digital
transformation and building a digital
Egypt; Pointing out that this success
represents an incentive for workers
within the sector to intensify their
efforts in order to maintain this
position in the coming years.

No. 747 - 16" Year SUN - 11 September 2022

After winning the Arab League for E-Sports 2022
Talaat honors the “Raad” team, the representative of Egypt’s national
e-sports team, and stresses the importance of digital games

By: Bakinam Khaled -
Rasha Hussein

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister
of  Communications  and
Information Technology,
honored the Egyptian e-sports
team after being crowned
champion of the 2022 Arab
League for eSports, which
was held in the Saudi capital,
Riyadh, at the beginning of this
month. The Saudi national team
has to crown the Egyptian team
as the champion of the 2022
Arab E-Sports League.

The “Raad” e-sports team,
owned by Telecom Egypt
Club, represented the Egyptian
team in the “Valorant” game
in this tournament, after its
success in winning the play-
off match to decide the team
representing the Egyptian team,
in the qualifiers organized by

the Egyptian Federation for
Electronic Sports last month,
and then succeeded The team
qualified in the qualifiers held
among 13 Arab teams to choose
eight teams to participate in the
tournament.

Dr. Amr Talaat congratulated
the team players, technical
managers and team Supervisors,
praising  their  outstanding
performance  during  the
tournament; He called on
young people to work hard and
effort to achieve achievements
and raise Egypt’s name high in
international  competitions.

Dr.  Amr  Talaat  also
explained that the Ministry
of  Communications  and
Information Technology
supports all efforts aimed at
building a digital Egypt and
creating a society through

which communications and
information technology tools
are activated in all aspects of
life, including digital games.
He referred to the vision of the
Ministry and Telecom Egypt to
make the Telecom Egypt Club
a castle for digital games in
Egypt and to be able to achieve
international ~ championships.
For his part, Eng. Adel Hamed,
Managing Director and CEO
of Telecom Egypt, thanked
and congratulated the team
members, noting that this
great achievement is the result
of the great efforts made
during the past two years to
support e-sports, stressing his
confidence in the players’ ability
to achieve more achievements
over the years. coming.
Embedded systems, cyber
security and E-mobility:

BRINGING AN ARAB
PERSPECTIVE TO Al

By : Mohamed Elttar — Nahla Ahmed

When hundreds of aspiring young Arab innovators converged
in Doha this week to audition to be a part of the top seven
on Qatar Foundation’s Stars of Science Season 14, Artificial
Intelligence featured prominently throughout.

The heavy use of artificial intelligence (AI) mirrors a rapidly
growing trend throughout the world — and especially the
Arab world. According to a report published by Economist
Impact and Google titled ‘Pushing Forward: The Future of
Artificial Intelligence in the Middle East and North Africa’,
the region is estimated to accrue $320 billion by 2030 from
value added by Al

“We are entering a golden age for Al research and
development in the Arab world. Ambitious national
strategies and staggering amounts of investment symbolize
just how the region has embraced the potential of Al and
the endless opportunities that come with it,” said Dr. Ahmed
Elmagarmid, Executive Director of Qatar Computing
Research Institute, part of Hamad Bin Khalifa University —
also a member of QF — who returns to this year’s season of
Stars of Science as an Al expert.

However, while the region has demonstrated a deep
commitment to realizing a future with AI, the global
discourse surrounding this field of study often excludes
Arab perspectives, according to the Global Al Narratives
Project, a collaboration between the Leverhulme Centre for
the Future of Intelligence at the University of Cambridge.
“We in the Arab world are clearly underrepresented in the
ongoing discussions surrounding Al, which has a tangible
impact on those of us who masterfully engage with the
technology and its various applications. Our concerns, needs,
and ideas of what role Al can serve are often overshadowed,
and so we must work even harder to overcome these biases,”
added Dr. Elmagarmid.

QF’s Stars of Science tackles this issue and empowers Arab
innovators aiming at introducing new Al-powered solutions.
The show puts contestants in touch with experts from the
country’s various Al-focused research entities, encouraging
them to turn ideas into tangible products that envision locally
relevant applications of this powerful technology.

Several of the show’s alumni have tailored Al to better suit
the region’s culture and needs. Season 12 contestant Eiman
Al Hamad, from Qatar, created the Arabic Conversation
Fraud Detection program, filling in the Arabic-language gap
among contemporary phone fraud prevention technologies.
Her fellow contestant Ahmad Fathalla, from Egypt, designed
the Educational Platform Using Electronic Cubes, which
utilizes machine learning algorithms to analyze children’s
learning patterns to better diagnose early development
problems.

Another aspect that is helping Arab youth challenge these
narratives is the promising state of talent development in
the region. Local educational institutions focusing on Al
are keeping pace with the rest of the world, with three Arab
institutes — all established from as recently as 2009 onwards
— ranking among the top 210 in the world in the fields of
Al, computer vision, machine learning, and natural language
processing, according to CSRankings.org.

Memorandum of Understanding between “iTi” Institute and *“Bright Skies”

to qua

By: Wael Elhosany — Samah Saeed
Minister of Communications  and
Information Technology Amr Talaat
witnessed the signing ceremony of a
memorandum of understanding between
the Institute of Information Technology
and brightskies for joint cooperation in
preparing human cadres specialized in the
fields of the electronics and information
technology industries, namely: embedded
system, Embedded security, and electric
mobility E - Mobility.

The scope of the memorandum of
understanding also includes increasing the
number of beneficiaries of intensive grants,
and young recruits, in addition to enriching
the digital content on the electronic
platform of the Institute of Information
Technology  “Maharah-Tech”.

The memorandum of understanding was
signed by Dr. Heba Saleh, President of the
Institute of Information Technology, and
Eng. Hisham Arafa, Executive Director of
Operations at Bright Skies, in the presence
of a number of leaders of the Ministry
of Communications and Information
Technology and Bright Skies.

Dr. AmrTalaat, Ministerof Communications
and Information Technology, confirmed
that this partnership comes within the
framework of implementing the strategy
of the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology, which aims to
build digital capabilities, and its plans
to deepen skills, increase added value,

Y human cadres in the field of electromcs and technology

and expand the base of specialized
workers in the field of electronics design
and manufacturing. It also comes as a
dedication to the efforts made to increase

Egypt’s digital exports, and to make
Egypt a country specialized in the field
of integrated systems in the automotive
industry. Pointing to the importance of this
cooperation to meet the requirements of the
labor market and its needs of specialized
and highly specialized human cadres that
the labor market needs, whether inside or
outside Egypt in the field of electronics
industry, by providing specialized training
programs to prepare young people at the
highest level in line with the successive
global development in various fields of
technology and on As that qualifies them to
get excellent job opportunities.

Engineer Hesham Arafa, Executive
Director of Operations at Bright Skies,
explained that the cooperation comes as
a continuation of a previous cooperation
with the Information Technology Institute,

through which we aim to increase the
number of human cadres to meet the needs
of the company and the sector, adding that
it includes new programs that are being
launched for the first time for Egyptian
youth, and are implemented in Cairo and
some of the institute’s centers within the
Creativa centers scattered in the various
Egyptian governorates, as well as the new
institute’s headquarters in Knowledge City
in the Administrative Capital.

Under this memorandum, the Institute
of Information Technology and Bright
Skies Company cooperate in increasing
the number of trainees, reviewing the
design and preparation of the training
program, and preparing the training process
equipment for the programs of embedded
systems, embedded cybersecurity, and
electric mobility; Bright Skies Company
contributes to providing trainers and
experts during the training period and
projects, as well as contributing to the
operational  work.

Middle East & Africa Personal Computing Devices Market to Decline in
(03 2022, But PC Shipments Remain Stronger than Pre-Pandemic Levels

By : Mohamed Elkholy

The Middle East and Africa
(MEA) personal computing
devices (PCD) market, which
is made up of desktops,
notebooks, workstations, and
tablets, is expected to decline
16.1% year on year in unit
terms for the third quarter of
2022 (Q3 2022), according to
industry analysis conducted by
International Data Corporation
(IDC). The global technology
rescarch  and  consulting
firm’s latest Worldwide

Quarterly PCD Tracker shows

[READ» SIGNS A COOPERATION PROTOCOL WITH THE “BAHEYA”

that a total of 5.2 million
units will be shipped across
the region in Q3 2022.

“The biggest declines are
expected in South Africa and
Egypt, where massive projects
delivered in Q3 2021 are not
expected to repeat in Q3 2022,”
says Fouad Charakla, IDC’s
associate research director for
client devices in the Middle
East, Turkey, and Africa.
“Additionally, consumer
demand is expected to remain
weak due to higher costs of

living, which have inhibited
consumer spending on other
commodities, including IT
products. This is expected to
have a negative ripple effect
on businesses as well, driving
down commercial demand for
PCDs as well.”

“Despite the declines that are
forecast for the overall MEA
PCD market in Q3 2022, the
region’s PC market is still
performing much better than
it did prior to the pandemic,”
continues Charakla. “Indeed,
IDC expects PC shipments

into the region to total 14.6
million units for 2022 as a
whole, and while this is down
from 15.1 million units in
2021, it is up considerably on
the 11.5 million units that were
shipped in 2019. The market
will contract slightly in 2023
and then start to recover again
from 2024 onwards. However,
tablet shipments for 2022
overall will be significantly
weaker than pre-pandemic
levels and will continue to
weaken over the subsequent
years.”

How Smartphones and Wearables
Can Lead to Better Health

BY : HARRY GLORIKIAN.

Wearables like smart watches or Fitbits do far more than count
steps. In fact, Al-enabled devices can prevent a heart attack,
diagnose melanoma, lessen the frequency of asthma attacks
and treat insomnia without drugs, explains biotech expert
Harry Glorikian.

“Personal devices with sensors that can track and even
diagnose medical conditions have been around for more than a
decade. Hardware and Al have advanced so rapidly, however,
that devices and their connected sensors can now accomplish
feats that were inconceivable just a few short years ago,” he
wrote in a recent article.

In his new book, The Future You: How Artificial Intelligence
(Al) Can Help You Get Healthier, Stress Less, and Live
Longer, Glorikian helps readers understand how to use
technology (that they very likely already have) to create
personalized healthcare experiences.

“The scenarios I’'m going to describe in this book don’t just
apply to someone with a rare condition or who is seriously ill,”
he wrote in his book’s introduction. “These are examples of
how everyone can take advantage of Al and data analytics to
stay healthy, get diagnosed more quickly, and sometimes, save
on healthcare costs.”

In The Future You, readers will discover

- The ways in which technology and Al are already impacting
healthcare and what new technologies are on the horizon

- The new healthcare business paradigm and how to navigate it
- How Al is helping doctors diagnose different cancers more

precisely
- How everyday people have used smartphone and smartwatch
technology to reach their health and fitness goals — and

sometimes to survive a health crisis

- How to use and leverage Al data to improve health in
monumental  ways

- How to use available tech to simplify healthcare scenarios
such as doctor visits, managing one’s own health records,
coping with chronic disease, broadening awareness about a
specific genetic profile and much more

- How scientists around the world used Al to develop COVID
vaccines and how AI will help scientists predict future
outbreaks more rapidly

- And much, much more

Glorikian’s overarching message is clear: There’s quite
literally nothing about health and wellness that won’t be
utterly transformed by the power of Al. The Future You will
show readers what’s coming — and what is already here.
“I want readers to feel inspired to see how they can use the
technology they already have to make changes in their lives,
“Maybe it’s as simple as using your smartphone to count your
daily steps. Or maybe it’s downloading a meal-tracking app or
doing a virtual reality workout. This book can be a roadmap to
personalized health and wellness for everyone.”

biotech expert

FLATOLABS AND SANAD ENTREPRENEURSHIP ACADEMY LAUNCHAGRITECH

FOUNDATION TO PROVIDE MORAL SUPPORT TO BREAST CANCER FIGHTERS

By : Mohamed Eltter — Wael Elhosany
“iRead” has signed a cooperation protocol
with «Baheya» Foundation for Early
Detection and Free Treatment of Breast
Cancer to launch wide-ranging libraries
inside Baheya’s hospitals with more than
200 books from various fields and genres
starting Monday, 5 September 2022 for an
entire year. This step comes as part of iRead’s
efforts to support Baheya’s cancer fighters
and enable them to effectively use their time
while staying at the hospital to receive their
treatment and maximize the moral support
given to them in their fight against breast
cancer through reading. The protocol also
stipulates that “iRead” donates 50% to 100%
of the sales profits of any book they produce
throughout the protocol period to add more
libraries to Baheya’s hospitals.

The cooperation protocol was signed at Baheya
Hospital branch in Giza, in the presence of
Ms. Engy El-Saban, a Board Member of
iRead, writer and scriptwriter Ahmed Murad
who is also a Board Member of «iRead,” and
Ms. Laila Salem, a Member of the Board
of Trustees of Baheya. The cooperation
protocol comes within the framework of the
efforts of iRead to implement the company>s
social responsibility plans. These libraries

are considered one of the first steps taken by
iRead to revive reading and provide cultural
and psychological support to Baheyas cancer
warriors.

Commenting on the signing of the cooperation
protocol, Ms. Engy El-Saban, a board member
of “iRead” Foundation, said «Cancer fighters
of Baheya represent an important segment of
Egyptian women that iRead is trying to reach.
By encouraging them to read, we aim to
provide the needed moral and psychological
support in their battle against cancer that we
hope will leave an impact on the minds of
all our women in Baheya. She added, “by
directing the sales profits of iRead’s original
books to build new libraries inside Baheya
hospitals, we encourage the community to
participate to support Baheya and its cancer
warriors”.

ACCELERATOR PROGRAM TO SUPPORT AGRI-DIGITAL START-UPS ACROSS EGYPT

By : Rasha Hussein — Samah Saeed
Flat6labs,  the  region’s  leading
seed and early-stage venture capital
firm, in collaboration with SANAD
Entrepreneurship Academy launched an
agritech accelerator program to assist 10 to
12 startups in each cycle to improve their
business models, product development,
customer relationships, marketing plans,
and financial management.

The collaboration marks the beginning of
Flat6Labs mission to support emerging
businesses in the agri-food, food security,
and rural development sectors while
highlighting the value of the agritech
industry in Egypt.

The agri-tech program will give
startups access to capital, to grow
faster and efficiently, encouraging the

development of technologies that make
the agriculture industry sustainable, safe,
and environmentally friendly. These
technologies optimize service quality in
the agriculture industry, by facilitating
data collection and analysis to quantify
performances, while limiting overprice of
products/services.

“With digital transformation progressing
rapidly across industries, and the agriculture
industry being a core pillar of the Egyptian

economy, the need to digitize the agriculture
industry has increased dramatically.

We are glad to launch this agritech
accelerator program in collaboration with
the SANAD Entrepreneurship Academy,
as it will serve this need by supporting the
startups that provide innovative technologies
in the agriculture sector and will contribute
to the sustainable growth of the Egyptian
economy.” stated Hassan Mansi, Flat6Labs
Head of Ecosystem Development Programs.
Empowering and promoting Egypts
Agri-digital sector would result in
advancements in automated machinery
and robotics, increasing the efficiency
of agricultural productions by precisely
locating nutrient availability, checking for
diseases, predicting them, and many other
useful facilities.
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