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Talaat: The budget for building digital capahilities has doubled 22 times in three years to
reach one hillion and 100 million pounds in the current fiscal year

By : Basel Khaled — Mohamed EI Kholy
Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, witnessed the
activities of the annual closing ceremony for
the training year 2020/2021 organized by the
Information Technology Institute (ITI) under
the title “Young Egyptian cadres in future
professions” at the Grand Celebration Hall at
Cairo University; During the ceremony, the
Institute’s work in adopting and developing
programs and disciplines that serve the skills
most in demand in the global market was
highlighted, including artificial intelligence,
information security, Internet of things, data
analysis, multimedia and electronic games.
The number of graduates, which amounted
to about 6,000 graduates and trainees through
the programs, was reviewed Direct training,
in addition to making content available and
accessible to more than 240,000 beneficiaries
through the institute’s digital platform for e-
learning “Maharah Tech”.

The world is witnessing huge shifts in the
size of their impact and the challenge in their
implementation as a result of the repercus-
sions of the Fourth Industrial Revolution and
the emergence of technologies with a wide
impact such as artificial intelligence, the In-
ternet of things, cloud computing, and the

Cfth generation, which has had implications

At the conclusion of the training year 2020/2021 for iTi Institute:

for the labor market; Where reports indicated
that more than 85 million jobs are expected to
disappear around the world until 2025 in ex-
change for the creation of about 100 million
new jobs, which are jobs related to creativity,
as humans will remain the center of civiliza-
tion no matter how technology develops; Not-
ing the importance of harnessing technology
to serve society.

Talaat added that artificial intelligence is
expected to contribute up to 25% of global
output within a few years; Which requires
the necessity of integrating this technology
into successful systems; He pointed out that
the pandemic contributed to accelerating the
pace of demand for technology, which led
to reliance on methods of working, learning

and social communication remotely, as these
mechanisms are expected to continue even af-
ter the pandemic ends.

He explained that the Ministry of Communi-
cations and Information Technology doubled
the training budget 22 times in three years, as
the number of trainees increased from 4 thou-
sand trainees in 2018/2019 with a budget of
50 million pounds to 200 thousand trainees
with a budget of 1 billion and 100 million
pounds in the current fiscal year; He pointed
out that the ministry is implementing a plan
to spread Egypt’s digital innovation centers
in all governorates with the aim of spread-
ing training, creative thought, incubators and
business accelerators in all governorates; Six
centers have been started, and ten new centers

~

are being built, which will be operational by
2022. Dr. Amr Talaat honored the first gradu-
ates from the various training grants of the
Institute in various governorates.

For her part, Dr. Heba Saleh, President of the
Institute of Information Technology, indicat-
ed that the achievements made by the Institute
this year and the results that were presented
at the ceremony are a reflection of the accu-
mulation of the work of an institution and the
experience of integrated work teams work-
ing to achieve a goal and message before it
becomes a profession, and a work methodol-
ogy that recognizes the challenges The rapid
development that it adopts and experiences at
the level of selecting partnerships associated
with achieving a real impact for developing
programs and content and adopting learning
mechanisms to provide access and to keep
pace with the skills and expectations of new
generations to come .

She explained that the support of Dr. Amr Ta-
laat, Minister of Communications and Infor-
mation Technology, and his vision of the role
of young skills in this industry played the role
of a safety valve for the continuation of the In-
stitute’s mission and a motivator and catalyst
for development and access to more benefi-
ciaries and the availability of greater numbers
of grants for the next training year. -

To develop its real estate projects:

“Telecom Egynt” signed a cooperation protocol with “Misr ltalia

Real Estate” to provide integrated communications services

By: Mohamed El Khouly - Basel Khaled
Telecom Egypt, the first integrated operator of
communications and information technology
services in Egypt, signed a cooperation protocol
with Misr Italia to provide integrated communi-
cations services in its real estate projects. Eng.
Adel Hamed, Managing Director and CEO of
Trading, Eng. Mohamed Hany El-Assal, CEO of
Misr Real Estate Company.

Connecting these communications to each other,
including, including, including telecommunica-
tions services over the Internet.

For his part, Eng. Adel Hamed, Managing Di-
rector and CEO of Consulting, said: “We are
pleased to sign this company, Egypt, Italy, to
provide the latest communication services for its
real estate projects.”

It provides your current opportunity to obtain
modern monuments and great technical exper-
tise that enables it to provide these services for
real estate projects in Egypt, in line with the lat-
est communications technology in the world.”
For his part, Engineer Mohamed Hani Al-Assal,
CEO of Misr Real Estate Company, said: “We

HP and Local Officials Confiscate Close to 70,000
Fraudulent HP Items across Africa

By :Bakinam Khaled -
Mohamed Shawky

In an unprecedented mar-
ket collaboration, Misr
Digital Innovation, today
announced its alliance
with Visa, the world’s
leader in digital payments,
to provide core and digital
solutions support to the
first digital lifestyle bank

in Egypt.

Misr Digital Innovation Partners with Uisa as First
Strategic Partner to Launch its services in Egypt

are pleased with a telecommunications project
in Egypt, with its long history in providing tel-
ecommunications services in Egypt, in a way
that guarantees telecommunications services in
Egypt, including the telecommunications ser-
vices that accompany it.”

He added, “We look forward to more coopera-
tion with Telecom Egypt in the future to keep
pace with all the new developments in the world
in the field of communications.”

For his part, CEO of Telecom, e-mail, CEO of
Telecom Egypt, e-mail, e-mail

By ; Mohamed Helmy - Nahla Ahmed

Local authorities in Egypt and Mozambique
successfully seized close to 70,000 illicit HP
printer cartridges earlier this year.

Between February and March 2021, law en-
forcement in Egypt raided several large com-
mercial facilities in Alexandria, Cairo, Giza
and Suez, confiscating a total of more than
16,000 illegitimate items. Officials also ar-
rested several vendors who were illegally sell-
ing counterfeit HP printer cartridges in those
areas.

At the same time, authorities in Mozambique’s
Maputo area successfully stopped the distribu-
tion and sale of over 52,000 counterfeit HP
printer cartridges after raiding the warehouse
facilities that were used to store these illegal
counterfeit products.

“HP Original cartridges have been designed to
consistently deliver quality results and a great
user experience. Not only are illegally repli-
cated ink and toner cartridges harmful for the
environment, they can also damage hardware,
leading to poor product experience for cus-
tomers. The sale of these unauthorised prod-
ucts is a violation of intellectual property and
can have significant consequences for both

P

resellers and distributors,” said Charl Snyman,
Managing Director of ISE Market at HP. “The
success of the recent seizures in the region is
a testament to the strong partnership HP has
with local authorities and partners. We will
continue to use our excellent ACF programme
to protect customers from unlawful activities.”
Counterfeiting is a crime. For users, illegal
cartridge imitations can cause a multitude of
problems that can lead to performance and
reliability issues. Should your printer break
because of using counterfeit printer ink or ton-
er, the manufacturer’s warranty may become
invalid.

In contrast, original HP products are designed
to meet HP’s strict quality and reliability
standards, based on a long history of research,
development and testing. Original HP Laser-
Jet and HP Inkjet cartridges, unlike counter-
feits, benefit from superior performance and
consistent results. Through its Planet Partners
programme, HP also provides a closed loop
recycling service to ensure cartridges are kept
out of landfill.

Across Europe, the Middle East and Africa
(EMEA) over the last five years, approximate-
ly 12 million counterfeits and components
have been seized by local authorities, support-
ed by HP. HP has conducted over 4,500 audits
and inspections (CPPAs and CDIs) of partners’
stocks or suspicious deliveries for customers.

Through HP’s Anti-Counterfeit and Fraud
(ACF) programme, the company actively edu-
cates its customers and partners to be vigilant
against fake printing supplies. It also coop-
erates closely with local and global law en-
forcement authorities to detect and dismantle
illegal operations that produce counterfeit HP
printing components.

Misr Digital Innovation
(MDI) was created in
2020 to launch the first na-
tive digital lifestyle bank
in Egypt, with an aim to
launch a variety of bank-
ing solutions and services
that serve the wider Egyp-
tian population.

“Empowering financial in-
clusion is one of the main
components in building
a competitive digital so-
ciety, supported by an
all-encompassing  vision
and plan of Digital Egypt
to boost financial digital
solutions and services,”
said Akef Elmaghraby,
Vice Chairman of Banque
Misr and Chairman of the
Board of Directors at Misr
Digital Innovation. “Our
alliance with Visa is a true
reflection of our commit-
ment towards providing
the best services and of-
ferings in the Egyptian

the world’s leader in digi-
tal payments brings to life
our shared promise and vi-
sion for seamless, innova-
tive payment experiences.”
The agreement, which
lasts for seven years, re-
flects both partners’ com-
mitment to growing digi-
tal commerce in Egypt
and offering innovative,
customer-centric solu-
tions that deliver value
to the digital lifestyle
bank’s customers. As part
of this collaboration, The
new digital bank will is-
sue Visa-branded cards,
launch Visa APIs and so-
lutions, and collaborate on
marketing innovation and
design support. In parallel,
Visa will provide digital
innovation, implementa-
tion, licensing, and techni-
cal support to MDI which
includes consulting and

tions servicing during this
tenure.

“We are delighted to em-
bark on this strategic rela-
tionship with MDI as we
remain focused on driving
digital commerce and eco-
nomic inclusion in Egypt,”
said Ahmed Gaber, Visa’s
General Manager for
North Africa. “At Visa, we
acknowledge consumers
want access to the benefits
and opportunities offered
by the digital economy,
and we are committed to
developing such innova-
tive solutions that meet
the ambitions and lifestyle
needs of Egyptians.”
Supported by Banque
Misr, MDI is committed
to launching the first na-
tive digital lifestyle bank
with unparalleled focus on
superior user experience,
financial inclusion, and

market. Partnering with analytics,

client

opera- youth.

By: Mohamed Shawky — Bakinam Khaled
Orange Middle East and Africa has selected
Ericsson as a strategic partner for its pan-
African Orange Money service, tapping
Ericsson’s Wallet Platform to accelerate
financial inclusion for its customers across
fourteen African countries.

Ericsson Wallet Platform - Ericsson’s Mo-
bile Financial Services solution - is a lead-
ing financial services platform built on the
latest security technologies and open archi-
tecture framework principles.

Orange Money has grown rapidly since it
was launched in 2008. The service is now
available to more than 60 million subscrib-
ers in seventeen countries across Africa and
the Middle East, where it facilitated more
than EUR 62 billion in transactions in 2020
alone.

The offering provides financial services
through a flexible and simple mobile phone
interface, without the need for a bank ac-
count. Orange Money customers can secure-
ly store, transfer and withdraw money and
pay merchants and utility providers, among
other essential financial services.

Orange Middle East and Africa will deploy

Ericsson’s Mobile Financial Services solu-
tions in phases across fourteen of the coun-
tries in its Orange Money footprint, starting
with Senegal.

Ericsson’s solution will provide a more ag-
ile and compliant IT architecture to enhance
performance in managing the flow of trans-
actions. By strengthening Orange’s core
mobile money platform, Ericsson will help
promote financial inclusion and economic
development across these countries.

More than 300 million people worldwide
currently use Ericsson’s Wallet Platform
solutions, delivered by communications ser-
vice providers.

~ GES 2021to discuss the role of global food security in green growth and sustainable development |

Head of Ericsson Egypt and Head of
Managed Services at Ericsson Mid-
dle East and Africa

Ericsson in Egypt: a century-old
legacy of Innovation

Ericsson holds a rich history spanning almost 125
years in Egypt. We started our operations when the
country’s first telephone exchange system was es-
tablished in 1987, connecting Cairo to Alexandria
for the first time. As numerous exchange systems
proceeded to be installed in Egypt throughout the
1920s, this market became Ericsson’s largest market
in Africa. During this time Ericsson even became
the generic term for the telephone in the region due
to the vast number of units sold on the market.

The gradual liberalization of the telecom sector in
Egypt in the 1990’s and 2000’s opened the market to
competition. As follows one of the basic principles
of capitalism, the entrance of competitors into the
Egyptian telecom market drove innovation and ad-
vanced infrastructure development throughout the
sector. Egypt’s ambitious economic reform policy,
which began in 2015, has shown that the telecom
sector needed two factors to thrive: spectrum and
infrastructure. Spectrum is the lifeblood of the Mo-
bile industry, and the country has taken initiatives
to avail sufficient spectrum to allow the telecom
sector to offer quality mobile broadband services
to their users. Furthermore, Ericsson has continu-
ally supported Egypt’s telecom operators in provid-
ing innovative commercial hardware and solutions
to expand current coverage and meet the network
needs of their customer database. The launch of 4G
services in the country in 2017 resulted in a surge of
investments by local and international players and
has paved the way for Egypt’s telecom sector to sig-
nificantly enhance its services.

Egypt has been heavily prioritizing digital transfor-
mation by setting ambitious goals through Egypt
Vision 2030. To achieve the targets of Vision 2030,
the country has further created the ICT 2030 strat-
egy and the Digital Egypt initiative with objectives
of developing ICT infrastructure; fostering digital
inclusion and encouraging innovation to aid the
nation’s transformation into a knowledge-based
economy. The enhancement of the telecommuni-
cations sector within a country is a major factor
in accelerating digital transformation. With this in
mind, the Ministry of Communications and Infor-
mation Technology (MCIT) initiated several pro-
jects that improved the quality of fixed broadband in
the nation, delivering high-speed internet, and also
expanded network coverage across the region that
has boosted communications services. Furthermore,
Egypt is also speeding up the issuance of permits for
building cell towers for telecom operators and be-
gan offering new frequencies to enhance network ef-
ficiency and the quality of communication services.
As Egypt continues its journey into the digital era,
5G will become the cornerstone of many emerging
technologies that aim to enhance the livelihoods of
people throughout the country and increase access
to health care, education, and government services.
These technologies, including Al, IoT, and Edge
Computing to name a few, promise a radical trans-
formation of the economic and social system in the
country and found their place among the top priori-
ties of Egypt’s policy agendas for the coming years.
The 2020 edition of Ericsson’s Mobility Report
estimated 5G subscriptions to reach 80 million in
MENA by 2025. As Ericsson understands the signif-
icance 5G will play in the development and smooth
operations of these technologies, we are focused on
helping countries in MENA deploy 5G technology
and accelerate its adoption in the region and have
already helped run successful proof of concept tests
in Egypt with Etisalat Misr.

Ericsson has introduced many firsts in the MENA
region, including some of the first GSM networks,
the first 3G and 4G networks in the region, and is
currently working on the commercial deployment of
5G. In the final quarter of last year, Ericsson’s Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI) & Analytics Hub in Egypt
achieved a key milestone by shipping its first Cog-
nitive Software to be used by Ericsson customers
worldwide to design and optimize networks. Erics-
son is further committed to developing Egypt’s local
talent in the fields of Al & software to help propel
the nation’s journey into the digital age.

Since our inception, we have been centered on in-
novation, with our work constantly focusing on ad-
vancing and revolutionizing telecommunications for
more than a century. Ericsson works with Egypt’s
four service providers, namely Telecom Egypt, Etis-
alat, Orange, and Vodafone, and assists with provid-
ing the latest technology and solutions to enhance
customers’ telecommunication needs. Our long-
standing presence in Egypt reaffirms our commit-
ment towards this key market and we hope to help
Egypt in its economic development reform journey
and growth post-pandemic.

—

and Prime Minister of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai; and His High- |
ness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
and Deputy Supreme Commander of |
the UAE Armed Forces, has proved
that it is efficient and effective. The |
wise leadership’s proactive vision
has played a pivotal role in preserv-
ing the welfare of UAE citizens and |
residents and ensuring their access
to high-quality food at all times,”
said HE Saeed Mohammed Al Tay- |
er, Vice Chairman of the Dubai Su-
preme Council of Energy in Dubali,
and Chairman of WGES. ,

been launched worldwide to combat
different challenges. One of these is
the Dubai Food Tech Valley, a major
programme launched by HH Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
to leverage genetic engineering in ag-
riculture, along with hydroponics and
vertical farming, to ensure food secu-
rity for residents.

“Amid the pandemic, the food se-
curity system implemented in re-
sponse to the directives of His High-
ness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the UAE; His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum,Vice President

I
By : Nahla Makled - Adel Farig
| Held under the patronage of HH
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime
| Minister of the UAE and Ruler of
Dubai, the seventh World Green
| Economy Summit (WGES) is set to
tackle some of the key sustainable
development pillars, one of which is
| global food security and its role in
green growth. Dubai Electricity and
Water Authority (DEWA) and the
| World Green Economy Organization
(WGEO) are organising this interna-
l tional event on 6-7 October 2021 at
Expo 2020 Dubai. The 2021 WGES

will be held simultaneously with the
23rd Water, Energy, Technology, and
Environment Exhibition (WETEX)
and Dubai Solar Show, which DEWA
organises from 5-7 October 2021.

During the Summit, attendees will dis-
cuss solutions, resources and research
required to address the pressing global
food security challenges and threats.
They will examine and propose proac-
tive measures to enhance stakeholder
resilience and preparedness for any
future changes. These areas of discus-
sion have become more relevant than
ever today due to the ongoing COV-
ID-19 pandemic, which has highlight-

ed the importance of food security in
achieving people’s prosperity, ensur-
ing continued operation of the vital
sectors, and meeting development re-
quirements across fields.

Food security will remain as one of
the top priorities of governments af-
ter the pandemic. WGES will look
into ways to advance the food and
agricultural technology sectors to
fulfil the requirements of the circular
or green economy and promote the
sustainable use of natural resources,
particularly water, during production
processes. Several pioneering and
leading food security initiatives have

— — — — — — — — — — — — — e— — — — — — — — — — — — —
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Avaya To Demonstrate Composahle Solutions Enabling Experiences That Matter At GITEX 2021

By : Basel Khaled - Mohamed
Helmy

Avaya (a global leader in solutions
to enhance and simplify commu-
nications and collaboration, today
announced its participation at the
2021 edition of GITEX Global,
where the company will demon-
strate the composable solutions
that organizations need to keep up
with changing customer expecta-
tions.

Improving the quality of experi-
ences through both the customer
and employee journey has become
among the most important dif-
ferentiators and creators of brand
affinity for organizations globally.
But with consumer and employee
demands constantly changing,
businesses are struggling to keep
pace using legacy technologies.
According to Avaya’s “Life And
Work Beyond 2020” survey, over
one third of respondents prefer a
mix of ways to engage with and
contact organizations, including a
phone number on every webpage
or app (69%). And 60% of em-
ployees support policies that em-

brace hybrid working. Additional
Avaya research showed that 71%
of tech decision makers reported
faster adoption of new technolo-
gies in their organization due to
COVID-19. Most companies also
had a shift in technology priorities
with 52% increasing investment in
collaboration software.

At GITEX 2021, Avaya will show-
case a vision of Total Experience
that enables organizations to com-
pose the solutions they need to ad-
dress these trends, at cloud-speed,
with Avaya OneCloudTM, the Al-
powered experience platform. The
company’s presence will also host
a number of Experience Build-
ers™, a global ecosystem of Avaya
experts, partners and customers
accelerating digital transformation,
meeting the API economy head-on,
and elevating employee and cus-
tomer experiences.

“When today’s consumers connect
with organizations, they expect
experiences that are simple, seam-
less and easy to manage on the go.
And if the company they’re deal-
ing with can’t deliver these experi-

ences, they look for the one who
can. With the Avaya OneCloud
solutions and Experience Builders
we’re showcasing at GITEX 2021,
organizations are being given the
composable solutions they need
to re-imagine the experiences
they provide, and empower their
employees to drive customer re-
tention,” said Nidal Abou-Ltaif,
President, Avaya International.

Avaya’s participation at GITEX
2021 will include a wide range of
use cases demonstrating the power
of the composable enterprise, set-

ting up organizations for success
in the API economy, including,
among others:

Digital customer journey: Ena-
bling banks to digitally onboard
customers while meeting regula-
tory compliance — starting from a
social media advertisement, mov-
ing to webchat with a bot, to finally
onboarding and upselling.
Proactive engagement in e-com-
merce: Integrating digital market-
ing with the customer experience
center, and composing with social
media, knowledge management,
Al, and CPaaS technologies, to
orchestrate a complete digital jour-
ney for customer acquisition and
increased wallet share.

Proactive engagement to aid fraud
detection: Bringing together an
Avaya OneCloud core, Al, and
APIs to compose a solution that
automates fraud detection, or-
chestrates CRM activities, and
authenticates users through voice
biometrics.

Vaccine monitoring with IoT: In-
tegrating temperature monitoring
devices with an Avaya OneCloud

core and relevant business apps to
deliver real-time data and insights
to relevant teams.

Digital patient care: The low-touch
patient experience composed with
Al-based chatbots, advanced apps,
and Avaya Spaces and devices.
The workplace of the future: Com-
posing solutions to automate and
personalize the employee expe-
rience, bringing together tasks,
scheduling, meetings, reporting
and more into a single pane of
glass and delivering up to 50%
productivity boosts.

These real-world demonstrations
will also be broadcast to the world,
with Avaya customers and partners
from over 100 markets set to tune
in.

Avaya’s presence at GITEX Tech-
nology Week comes in partnership
with Semafone, RayCom Technol-
ogies, Summit Technology Solu-
tions, TOPAZ, Future Technology,
Toolwire, and Gulf Applications.
Visit Avaya at its stand in Zabeel
Hall, at Dubai World Trade Centre
between October 17 and 21, 2021,
or tune into the live broadcast.

LG Egypt introduces its latest Multi Al QNED Mini LED TV

volume.

By : Nahal Ahmed - Adel Farig

LG Egypt announced today its new Multi
Al QNED Mini LED, characterized by the
highest Mini LED back lighting technology,
which was developed for a much smaller
LED size, giving 30 times the number of
LEDs in LED screens, 28,000 LEDs in total,
and the number of blackout areas was de-
veloped to become 14 times the number in
LED screens to reach 2,400 blackout areas.
The QNED Mini LED has Quantum dot Na-
noCell Color, the highest color technology,
combining a new NanoCell+ material with
Quantumdot material, in the same TV, pro-
viding a greater range of colors, and color
details like no other in LED TVs. Piece
Dimming technology, provides higher levels
of control over backlight levels and deeper
black colors.

The New QNED Mini LED, has 8K Reso-
lution (7680 * 4320) with 33 million pixels

and a Real8K certificate that certifies the
screen has reached the manufacturing speci-
fications approved by the CTA (Consumer
Technology Association), additionally 100%
Color Consistency certificate from Inter-
tek, which certifies that it gives stable color
grades at 100% from any viewing angle, as
the Quantum dot NanoCell Color technol-
ogy gives 100% greater color range and

"Glittering line-up of global talent to perform )
at spectacularOpening Ceremony, welcoming |
the world to Expo 2020 Dubai

By : Basel Khaled - Adel Farig

An incredible roster of international, regional and home-
grown talent is set to perform at Expo 2020’s Opening
Ceremony, taking place in the iconic Al Wasl Plaza on 30

September.

Spectators will enjoy a masterful display of stunning I
visuals, music and performances, as some of the world’s
most creative minds, internationally renowned artists and
emerging talents come together in a dazzling, ground- I
breaking performance that will be shared with audiences

around the world*.

Among those slated to perform are world-famous tenor
Andrea Bocelli; Grammy nominated, Golden Globe-win-
ning actress, singer and songwriter Andra Day; Platinum I
selling British singer-songwriter Ellie Goulding; interna-

tional mega-star pianist Lang Lang; and four-time Gram- I

my winner Angelique Kidjo.

Highlighting the creative diversity and talent of the region,
the glittering
also includes the ‘Art-

ist of Arabs’ Mohamed

Abdo, much-loved Emi- I
rati singing sensation
‘Fananat Al Arab’ Ahlam
Alshamsi; Emirati Artist
and Expo 2020 Dubai
Ambassador
Al Jassmi, a trendsetter

Shawky

The International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) announced today the
launch of the Partner2Connect Digital
Coalition to foster meaningful connec-
tivity and digital transformation in the
world’s hardest-to-connect countries.
These include the Least Developed
I Landlocked Developing
Countries, and Small Island Develop-
ing States — groups facing specific de-
velopment challenges and designated
for priority assistance in pursuit of the
United Nations-backed Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) for 2030.
The world’s 46 least developed coun-
tries (LDCs) are struggling to extend
connectivity to all their citizens — even
as pandemic conditions push econom-
ic, educational, and social activities in-

Countries,

line-up

I creasingly online.

Hussain

“The COVID-19 pandemic has im-
pacted the least developed countries in
unprecedented, profound, and dispro-
portionate ways,” said the ITU Secre-

QNED Mini LED features the highest HDR
technology, Dolby Vision IQ, that works to
adjust image settings with Al techniques
based on the type of content displayed, the
ambient light levels of the TV are Al Bright-
ness Control, giving users an ideal picture,
compatible with the viewing programs that
support the technology.

“We are empowering our consumers by
bringing them the highest technologies, of-
fering them the best experience through
Multi Al features in LG’s all-new QNED
Mini LED, starting with the a9 Gen4 Al 8k
processor that selects the best mode for pic-
ture and sound, along with the Al Dynamic
Tone Mapping & Scene Analysis, ThinQ
AT operating system enabling consumers to
control different home devices, AI Sound
pro for a unique surround sound experience,
and the NFC feature that facilitates TV con-

nection with smartphones. ” Stated Billy
Kim, Managing Director, LG Egypt.

QNED Mini LED has a collection of set-
tings in one place, Game Optimizer, making
it easy for gamers to prepare best gaming
options. Game Genre improves the picture
quality by simply connecting the games
to the TV by detecting 4 different types of
Games: Standard, FPS, RPG, and RTS. Al
Game Sound.

It also enhances sound effects and uses clear,
ambient sound for a more immersive gam-
ing experience. While maintaining Low In-
put lag & ALLM and HDMI 2.1 8K inputs
that reduce the latency of commands from
gaming devices to the screen, HDR gaming
technologies (HGIG MODE), are compat-
ible with all gaming systems and devices
to ensure that you get all the details of the
scenes displayed regardless of the scene
conditions of high or low lighting.

Bridging the digital divide by 2030:
New Partner2Connect coalition advances digital transformation

ment transformation for all.”

connectivity worldwide.

tary-General, Houlin Zhao. “Through
partnerships with UN agencies, ITU
aims to support the LDCs in the face
of this challenge, harness the power of
digital technologies, and turn today’s
digital transformation into a develop-

While Internet coverage and afforda-
bility are gradually improving in some
LDCs, only 25% of people across all
LDCs have started using the Internet.
Another 50% are theoretically able to
access the Internet but are not using it,
according to the latest data on Internet

| and sustainable development in hardest-to-connect countries

By : Bakinam Khaled — Mohamed

Doreen Bogdan-Martin, Director of
the ITU Telecommunication Develop-
ment Bureau, said: “In the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic, ITU has re-dou-
bled its efforts to help countries rapidly
expand connectivity to connect the
3.7 billion people who are still offline,
along with the millions of communi-
ties around the world where connectiv-
ity is still too poor to offer meaningful
benefits. Based on the principles of in-
clusion, partnership and SDG-focused
digital development, the Partner2Con-
nect Coalition can pave the way to the
Global Digital Compact and the 2023
UN Summit of the Future.”
The compact and the summit are
among the main milestones in the UN
Common Agenda presented this month
by the UN Secretary General, Antonio
Guterres.

“The new coalition recognizes that pro-
gress can only be achieved through
a multistakeholder based approach,”
Bogdan-Martin added.

on the Khaleeji music
scene in the Middle East
and Internationally; ris-
ing UAE singer-song-
writer Almas; and Grammy-nominated Lebanese-Ameri-
can singer Mayssa Karaa.

Drawing inspiration directly from Expo’s theme of ‘Con-
necting Minds, Creating the Future’, the Opening Cere-
mony will take spectators on an incredible journey across
its subthemes of Opportunity, Mobility and Sustainability,
showcasing the deep-rooted values of the UAE and the vi-
sion and purpose of the Expo, while welcoming the mega-
event’s 192 participating countries in spectacular fashion.

Tareq Ghosheh, Chief Event and Entertainment Officer, I

Expo 2020 Dubai said: “As the global spotlight shines on
the UAE, this incredible, unforgettable evening will cel-
ebrate the collaborative, creative and optimistic spirit of
Expo 2020, demonstrating our commitment to hosting a
mega-event that will delight the world.

“Combining some of the most sought-after names in the
world of music, live events and entertainment with the
awe-inspiring, world-first technologies of the iconic Al
Wasl Plaza, this is the ‘big bang’ that sets the scene for 182
days of visually striking and emotionally inspiring experi-
ences, as we invite visitors from across the planet to join
the making of a new world.”
Behind the scenes, preparations have brought together
creative minds from different geographies, industries and
backgrounds, including a talented in-house team of Emi-
rati and international creatives, with event organisers not
only commissioning, but also actively co-curating and
co-producing the collaborative spectacle. The wider team
is led by Scott Givens, executive producer and CEO of
FiveCurrents, whose credits include 62 iconic ceremo-
nies, including the most Olympic Ceremonies ever, and
includes Franco Dragone, acclaimed artistic director of
ground-breaking productions such as La Perle and Cirque
du Soleil, and Jared Sweet, award-winning creative direc-
tor behind ceremonies spanning six countries.

By : Mohamed Helmy — Nahla Maked

Women from underserved and marginalized communities
made up 65 percent of 80 000 trainees in the first phase
of ITU’s Digital Transformation Centres (DTC) Initiative.
The Initiative, launched in September 2019, saw the ITU
partner with technology conglomerate Cisco in nine coun-
tries to help strengthen the digital capacities of their citi-
zens, particularly in underserved communities.

ITU has opened applications for the second phase of its
DTC Initiative, aiming to close the persistent gap in digital
skills worldwide. Interested eligible institutions can sub-
mit their applications by 19 September 2021.

“We want to leverage the momentum we gained in phase
one, during which over 80 000 people from underserved
and marginalized communities received digital skills train-
ing through nine DTCs. The popularity of this training has
far exceeded what we anticipated, and greatly encourages
us. Clearly, the pandemic has made everyone more aware
of the need to be equipped with digital skills. ITU wants
to expand the DTC network, but at a pace which will en-
sure that the quality of training is maintained,” said ITU
Secretary-General, Houlin Zhao.

In the first phase, DTCs were established in nine countries
in Africa, Americas and Asia Pacific. The individuals who
signed up for DTC courses received training in basic and
intermediate digital skills.

“Closing the global digital divide is consistent with em-
powering people and communities, improving lives and
livelihoods, and promoting sustainable development,” em-
phasized the Secretary-General. “Empowering people with
essential digital skills is a key part of this — a challenge we
are proud to tackle together with partners from the private

@ctor.”

" 1MUs Digital Transformation Centres train over 80 000 A
people - 65 % are women

Doreen Bogdan-Martin, Director of ITU’s Telecommuni-
cation Development Bureau, said: “The pandemic under-
lined that digital skills are key to inclusion and leaving no
one behind in today’s digital world. The lack of these skills
is becoming the main barrier to digital participation, par-
ticularly in developing countries. ITU’s network of Digital
Transformation Centres plays a crucial role in bridging the
digital skills gap and ensuring that no one is left offline.
That is why we are expanding the network to increase the
number of DTCs globally. We are continuously engaging
with new potential partners to collaborate with us in this
Initiative.”

The second phase is open to applications from any eligible
national institution that commits to being an active partner
in the network. Applying institutions must have the man-
date, or the support of their national government, to foster
digital capacity in their respective countries, as well as a
proven track record in delivering digital skills training at
basic and intermediate levels to local communities.

“Captain Tsubasa: Dream Team”
Dream Championship 2021 Online
Qualifiers Kick Off Today!

By : Mohamed El Kholy — Mohamed Helmy

KLab Inc., a leader in online mobile games, announced
that the Japanese and global versions of Captain Tsuba-
sa: Dream Team will hold the worldwide Dream Cham-
pionship 2021 tournament and will kick off its online
qualifiers starting today.

Additionally, special in-game campaigns will be held
to commemorate the start of the Dream Championship
2021 including a login bonus, event missions, and daily
scenarios.

Starting today, users who get 3 wins in the in-game
Online Qualifiers Round 1, reach the top 5000 in the
regional ranking in the Online Qualifiers Round 2 held
the following week, and reach the top 8 in Round 3 held
the week after that, can participate in the Final Regional
Qualifiers scheduled on Saturday, October 23. The top
players who make it through the Final Regional Quali-
fier will advance to the Final Tournament.

Online Qualifiers Schedule *Held in-game (Based in
IJST/UTC+9)

"JRound 1: From Friday, September 17 at 16:00 until
Friday, September 24 at 13:59

TJRound 2: From Friday, September 24 at 16:00 until
Friday, October 1 at 13:59

C'Round 3: From Friday, October 1 at 16:00 until Friday,
October 8 at 13:59

*Only users who have won 3 times in the Online Quali-
fiers Round 1 can participate in the online Online Quali-
fiers Round 2.

*Only users who make the top 5000 in the regional rank-
ing in the Online Qualifiers Round 2 can participate in
the Online Qualifiers Round 3.

Join the tournament from the in-game Online Qualifiers
Round 1.

*Conditions for participating apply such as being 20
years old or older (as of September 1, 2021). For details,
please check in-app and the Dream Championship 2021
website.

By : Bakinam Khaled — Mohamed Shawky
The latest Global Cybersecurity Index (GCI) from the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) shows
a growing commitment around the world to tackle and
reduce cybersecurity threats.
Countries are working to improve their cyber safety de-
spite the challenges of COVID-19 and the rapid shift of
everyday activities and socio-economic services into the
digital sphere, the newly released 2020 index confirms.

According to GCI 2020, around half of countries global-
ly say they have formed a national computer incident re-
sponse team (CIRT), indicating an 11 per cent increase
since 2018. Rapid uptake of information and communi-
cation technologies (ICTs) during the COVID-19 pan-
demic has put cybersecurity at the forefront.

“In these challenging times, the unprecedented reliance

on ICTs to drive society, economy and industry, makes
it more important than ever before to secure cyberspace
and build confidence among users,” affirmed ITU Sec-
retary General Houlin Zhao. “Governments and indus-
try need to work together to make ICTs consistently safe
and trustworthy for all. The Global Cybersecurity Index
is a key element, offering a snapshot of the opportuni-
ties and gaps that can be addressed to strengthen every
country’s digital ecosystem.”
Some 64 per cent of countries had adopted a national
cybersecurity strategy (NCS) by year-end, while more
than 70 per cent conducted cybersecurity awareness cam-
paigns in 2020, compared to 58 per cent and 66 per cent,
respectively, in 2018.

Yet despite notable improvements, gaps in cyber capac-
ity persist. Many countries and regions lag in key areas.
These include:Cybersecurity skills training, which must
be tailored to the needs of citizens, micro-, small-, and
medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs);

Finance, healthcare, energy, and other key sectors, which
require dedicated measures to close cybersecurity gaps;
Critical infrastructure protection, which requires en-
hancement to meet new and evolving cyber threats and
Individual data protection, which requires continual rein-
forcement as online activity expands.

Growing reliance on digital solutions necessitates ever
stronger, yet also accessible and user-friendly, data pro-
tection measures.

GCI 2020, the index’s fourth iteration, measures the cy-
bersecurity commitments of 193 ITU Member States and
the State of Palestine [1]. It aims to identify gaps, serve
as a roadmap to guide national strategies, inform legal
frameworks, build capacity, highlight good practices,
strengthen international standards, and foster a culture of
cybersecurity.

Amid interconnected commerce and communication, cy-
bersecurity risks are increasingly borderless, with no sin-
gle entity or stakeholder able to guarantee the security of
the global cyber ecosystem.
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