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Egypt Smartphone Market Defies COVID-19 Concerns to Post Positive Quarterly Growth

By ; Saber Mohamed

Egypt’s smartphone market grew 2.2% quar-

ter on quarter (QoQ) in Q2 2020 to total 2.88
million units, according to the latest research
conducted by International Data Corporation
(IDC). While most markets in the Middle East

and Africa suffered declines during the quarter,

the pandemic did not hurt smartphone sales in
Egypt as badly as expected. This growth was

spurred by vendors focusing on pushing af-

fordable phones into the market, while vendors
also accelerated their shipments before new

import taxes were introduced at the end of June.

Samsung was the market leader in Q2 2020
with 23.8% unit share, followed by Oppo in
second place and Xiaomi in third. In terms

of price bands, the quarter saw a remarkable
shift to the ultra-low-end, with devices priced
below $100 grow- ing their share of the
market to 30.5%.
terms of screen
size, the 6.5-7.0”
band gained
12.4 percent-
age points QoQ
to account for
45.4% unit share.
“While COV-
ID-19 did not
halt demand for
smartphones in
Egypt, it cer- ot

realme issues its G193 the “Power Monster”

with 6000 mAh & Quad Camera

By; Mohamed Shawky

After the immense success of penetrating the
Egyptian market and becoming atop the four
most selling smartphone companies locally
and in East Asia, realme, the fast-growing
trendsetting smartphone company, aims to
enhance its presence in the Egyptian
market.

realme users around the world have
reached more than a staggering 45
million; more than 1 million in
Egypt alone. These numbers fur-
ther reassure the company’s grow-
ing global trademark after hitting 61
markets.

realme will reveal four of its latest products
and prepare them for the official market launch
in Egypt during late September. These products
and gadgets are highly versatile, equipped with
state-of-the-art artificial intelligence, therefore,
they have a deep understanding of the users’
needs The C15 “Power Monster” smartphone
,The latest edition of Buds Q ,The Classic Buds
and The realme smartwatch

The new C15 is the latest edition of the eco-
nomic C series, this popular series is used by
more than 13 million smartphone enthusiasts
around the world, due to its cost-efficiency as
well as a selection of unique features.
Moreover, realme C15 flaunts a Geomet-
ric Gradient Design with an attractive
flair and a giant 6000 mAh battery,
allowing users to enjoy the C15
performance for a long period
without having to worry about re-
charging.

The smartphone enables rapid
charging at 18-watts speed, four rear
cameras, as well as a front one; a big

6.5- LCD full screen with high definition.

The C15 smartphone is supported by Andriod
10 and MediaTek Helio G35 octa-core, the lat-
est technology of its kind in the C series.
In addition to its speed and power efficiency,
the C15 comes in two versions, the 64GB and
4GB RAM and the 128GB and 4GB RAM, the
second version price will be a surprise unlike
other smartphones in this category.

Mastercard Records 1Million Transactions in a Sin-

By ; Mohamed EI Khouly

Following the launch of the self-registration
service for mobile wallets, Mastercard and
partners are celebrating a new milestone in the
expansion of digital payments in Egypt, reach-
ing 1 million mobile wallet transactions in a
single day (financial and non-financial). Since
its launch earlier this year, it has been provid-
ing secure, efficient, and easily accessible fi-
nancial services to Egyptians, especially within
underprivileged communities.

The service further drives Egypt’s digital trans-
formation journey and supports the country’s
Vision 2030 that gives citizens better access to
financial services. This milestone marks a turn-
ing point in supporting the country’s efforts to
achieve financial inclusion and establishing a
flourishing digital economy.

“The development of the digital landscape in
Egypt has the potential to be an ideal example
for the Middle East and North Africa region.
Working closely with the government, we have
introduced creative solutions to drive financial
inclusion. Our partnerships with MNOs are a

true testament of our commitment to evolve
the payment ecosystem and a step closer to a
more connected future,” stated Magdy Hassan,
Mastercard’s Country Manager for Egypt and
Pakistan.

Mastercard and its partners deployed the pay-
ment technology to enable Egyptians with se-
cure mobile payment solutions, bridging the
banked and the unbanked services and provid-
ing better access for the SMEs to the various
digitized financial services.

These partnerships build on Mastercard’s
commitment to support a digital payment
infrastructure in Egypt by leveraging its
advanced digital payment technology and
network reach in partnership with govern-
ment entities, MNOs and business enter-
prises.

According to a recent study by Mastercard,
70% of cardholders in the Middle East and
Africa are now adopting contactless payment
methods to minimize the risk of contracting the
virus, with 81% of them intending to continue
using contactless transactions after the crisis.

Earwear Proves to Be a Bright Spot in Middle East & Africa
Wearables Market as COVID-19 Restrictions Fuel Demand

By ; Saber Mohamed

Shipments of wearable devices across the Mid-
dle East and Africa (MEA) declined 2.7% year
on year (YoY) in Q2 2020 to total 2.0 million
units, according to International Data Corpora-
tion (IDC) and its latest Worldwide Quarterly
Wearable Device Tracker. This follows an ex-
tremely buoyant first quarter of the year, when
shipments were up 97.4% YoY at 3.0 million
units. IDC’s research shows that smart weara-
bles were responsible for the overall decline
in Q2 2020 due to their high average selling
prices (ASPs). Meanwhile, basic wearables
saw a slight increase in shipments thanks
to sustained demand in the basic watch and
wristband categories. “The overall wearables
market is expected to growth healthily through

Interactivo Solutions Announces

By ; Saber Mohamed

the second half of 2020 and the next few years,
spurred by pent-up demand, growing consum-
er interest, and the introduction of new mod-
els,” says Zeynep Kilic, a program manager at
IDC. “The so-called ‘hearables’ category was
seemingly resilient to the market-suppressing
forces caused by COVID-19 and will be the
main driver of total wearables growth in H2
2020 and the whole of 2021.”

Wristbands continue to dominate the MEA
wearables market, accounting for 46.6% share
of all shipments in Q2 2020. The second-largest
category was earwear, with 33.3% share. Xi-
aomi continued its domination of the wristband
segment, with 63.8% unit share. Huawei and
Fitbit ranked second and third in this category.
After enjoying an extremely strong Q1 2020,
earwear shipments are expected to continue
growing through the coming quarters, sup-
ported by the rise in home learning and remote
working caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Consumers are increasingly using earpieces

not only to playback audio but also to help
increase their productivity,” says Kilic. “Since
many of them have been forced to work from
home, they are now looking for ways to reduce
surrounding noise while remaining connected
to their smartphones and smart assistants.”

tainly led to a change in market dynamics on
both the supply and demand sides,” says Taher
Abdel Hameed, a senior  research
analyst at IDC.
“The price band
and screen size
trends indicate
that consumers
were opting for
more  afford-
able  phones
due to tighter
budgets, while
vendors  sup-
plied afford-
able models with

higher specs to cope with challenging sales
conditions during the pandemic.”

Looking at 2020 as a whole, IDC forecasts
smartphone shipments to Egypt to increase
2.9% year on year. “Consumer demand contin-
ues to be resilient in the second half of 2020
despite certain inhibitors at play in the market,”
says Yavuz. “The new taxes on mobile phones,
exchange-rate fluctuations, and a general de-
cline in the economy due to COVID-19 will
definitely have an impact, but the Egypt smart-
phone market remains dynamic. Global ven-
dors are focused on the country and marketing
spend is expected to continue, which will help
the market overcome the barriers.”

Orange Egypt Announces the Results of the 10th Edition of
the Local Competition “Orange Social Uenture Prize 2020

By ; Basel Khaled

Orange Egypt has announced the results of
the Orange Social Venture Competition in
Egypt that was held through a video confer-
ence where 3 Egyptian teams were selected
among innovative entrepreneurs to partici-
pate in the Orange Social Venture in Africa
and the Middle East.

A jury of leading experts and businessmen
has announced the top three winners where
“Vexls” team won the first place for invent-
ing a graphic design platform for Non-Pro-
fessionals, in second place was “Ideasgym”
team who presented an innovative online
educational content and “My Angel”

team came in third place for

their mobile widget that helps

hearing and vision impaired

communicate by phone and

video.

Accordingly, the three

winning teams have been

nominated for  prizes

worth EUR 50,000 in the _
international competition of

Africa and the Middle East, in

addition to the financial awards

that were given to them by Orange
Egypt. In addition to the main competi-
tion, Nabta Health won the best project for
empowering women on the sidelines of the
competition.

Orange Social Venture Prize mainly focuses
on supporting startups and entrepreneurs,
along with providing great support to de-
velopers who harness modern technologies
to serve the community with its various
categories and seek to simplify the use of
complex technology to be more widespread
among the majority of those interested in
developing their skills.

Furthermore, the projects were evaluated
according to specific criteria monitored by
a group of professional juries, namely Prof.
Dr. Medhat El-Messiri, Professor of Physics
at the Faculty of Biochemical Engineering
at Cairo University, and Ms. Sabreen Assem,
Co-founder, and CEO of UNTAP. The jury
also included Ibrahim Farag, MBA, PMP,
CSM, B.E, R&I Senior Manager at Valeo

Egypt, Michael Mounir, Sr. Manager, Digi-
tal Services, Online Channels, E-Payments,
Transformation at Orange Egypt, and Dr.
Nadia Zakhari, former Minister of Scientific
Research and Professor of Cancer Biology
Department at the National Cancer Institute,
Cairo University.
Orange Social Venture - which has become a
vital platform that reinforces entrepreneurs-
is divided into two qualifying stages. The
first one is a local competition held in each
country out of the 17 countries where Or-
ange operates in the Middle East and Africa.
The winners from each country undergo dif-
ferent qualifying stages until they reach the
final phase. The fin ceremony will be
held next November, and 3 winners
will be selected.
Besides Egypt, the compet-
ing countries include Tunisia,
Senegal, Botswana, Burkina
Faso, Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire,
Guinea-Bissau, Guinea Co-
nakry, Jordan, Liberia, Mada-
gascar, Mali, Morocco, Sierra
Leone, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, and the Central Afri-
can Republic.

Commenting on this occasion, Hala Ab-
del Wadood, Head of Public Relations and
Corporate Social Responsibility at Orange
Egypt said that she is thrilled that Orange
Social Venture Egypt reached its final stage
after an interesting marathon through which
different experiences have been exchanged
among different companies and entrepre-
neurs. “The conclusion of the local com-
petition is the beginning of an extremely
amusing phase of the Orange Social Venture,
whereas projects from different countries
demonstrate the problems of their societies
and the youth’s vision to solve them in in-
novative technical ways. We are genuinely
delighted because such events are more than
a normal competition; they are like work-
shops that include innovative people where
all are winners as they gain great experience
by competing with entrepreneurs from the
different countries participating in the com-

petition,” she added.

Mohily trial 9G on 800/1800MHz hand using
Ericsson Spectrum Sharing in Saudi Arabia

By ; Nahla Makled

Mobily has teamed up with Erics-
son (NASDAQ: ERIC) to trial 5G on
800/1800 MHz band using Ericsson
Spectrum Sharing .The trial showed 5G
capabilities in a real-world environment
over a live network,

including tests on speed and latency.
Ericsson Spectrum Sharing allows both
4G and 5G to be deployed in the same
band and on the same radio through a
software upgrade — instantly allocat-
ing spectrum between the two mobile
technologies based on user demand on a
one millisecond (ms) basis. The award-
winning solution will allow Mobily to
efficiently manage 4G and 5G traffic in
its network thereby enhancing coverage,
performance, and mobility.

Eng. Alaa Malki, Chief Technology Of-
ficer at Mobily says: “With Ericsson
Spectrum Sharing, Mobily can improve
5G mid-band coverage while maintain-

ing the 4G customer experience. Given
that this is one of the strategic steps for
Mobily toward 5G standalone deploy-
ment using the same spectrum and radio
assets we utilize for 4G.” Ekow Nelson,
Vice President at Ericsson Middle East
and Africa says:

“The successful 5G trial is an important

step in our strategy to continuously ex-
pand and modernize Mobily’s network.
Ericsson Spectrum Sharing is a unique
innovation that instantly shares spectrum
between 4G and 5G carriers based on
traffic demand. This Ericsson innovation
will enable Mobily to use its spectrum
assets efficiently and will drive 5G-wide
coverage rollout quickly, smoothly and
cost efficiently.”

The Ericsson Spectrum Sharing solution
will give Mobily a head-start in expand-
ing its 5G services, signaling new op-
portunities, including in the areas of ag-
riculture, smart cities and healthcare. It
can rapidly enable the continuous cover-
age required, bringing the full advantage
of network slicing and lower latency to
power new business opportunities across
a multitude of industries in cities, on fac-
tory floors, and roads across the King-
dom.

By:

Head of Solution Area OSS, Core and
Cloud at Ericsson Middle East and Africa
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eSIM has become a hot topic among device manufactur-
ers and its increasing role in the industry is clear — as
device manufacturers benefit from lower costs and more
space on the processing board . Moreover, eSIM helps
service providers to generate new revenue streams, and a
future of billions of IoT connected devices

During 2019, two major smartphone manufacturers an-
nounced several of their models were now equipped with
eSIM functionality. In 2020, many more are following
suit. By 2025, GSMA estimates that more than 2 billion
eSIM devices will be shipped. This is a strong incentive
for the industry to go for eSIM.

But what about consumers like me and you? What can
eSIM bring to us?

To answer these questions, Ericsson ConsumerLab has
run a market research study, revealing key insights which
means customers are ready to take the next step and pay
for eSIM services:

1. Cellular connectivity for additional devices is the top
application of eSIM that consumers are interested in. 6 in
10 want to connect their laptops to cellular connectivity,
yet very few do it today.

2. Every SIM card is problematic, main issue being re-
lated to the ever decreasing size of SIM cards.

For consumers, eSIM represents peace of mind, for exam-
ple 45% mention having access to multiple operators in
the same smartphone for emergencies.

3. 6 in 10 smartphones users are interested in eSIM. How-
ever, 40% of them have locked smartphones, while73%
have post-paid plans with a contract.

4. 29% of smartphone users would consider buying a
smartwatch with cellular connectivity if the process of
enrollment with the operator was seamless.

According to the report, there are four main eSIM
benefits for consumers. Firstly, it excels in connectiv-
ity. Consumers say that the need to switch between
operators depends on the connectivity performance at
various times and places. If the connectivity is great,
one operator is enough. So when is switching between
operators relevant to consumers? The results took us
by surprise — 75% would activate a reasonably priced
plan on top of their existing one to ensure access to
connectivity.

eSIM is not about swapping back and forth between
operators for the sake of just saving a couple of dollars a
month. eSIM is about peace of mind! Even smartphone
users whose expectations regarding network quality are
met want to be able to shuffle between operators. Peace
of mind is more important than loyalty when it comes to
places out of reach and emergency situations.

The second benefit is Travel specials, which refers to
connectivity in the context of travelling abroad. In fact,
1 in 2 yearly travelers connect to mobile data abroad
using local SIM card. Imagine that wherever you trav-
elled, you could latch on to any operator and activate a
mobile subscription directly in your phone. Travelers
that use local SIM cards abroad are particularly inter-
ested in a service that would ease the process of choos-
ing the optimal connectivity offering.

The third benefit is connected devices. Smartphones are
versatile, boast larger and better screens, and become
smarter by the day. With such a device in your pocket,
do consumers really need mobile connectivity for other
devices? They most certainly do, and surprisingly laptops
top the ranks. The main reason why consumers don’t ac-
tivate LTE on their smartphones are the price and lack of
awareness regarding the LTE capability.

A more dangerous obstacle is the enrollment process
with the operator — 57 percent of consumers with cel-
lular-connected smartwatches mention about how cum-
bersome obtaining a smartwatch subscription had been!
Lifting this barrier alone could ramp up the adoption
rate tremendously. For instance, 29 percent of consum-
ers would buy a cellular-enabled smartwatch if only the
enrollment process was just one click away.

And finally, Try and Buy is probably the biggest ben-
efit of eSIM for consumers. We see it in the interest
level. For example, 86 percent of respondents want to
test at least one feature, which speaks to how genuinely
curious we are.

But the real value of Try and Buy offerings relates to
5G. As 5G coverage extends, more and more stream-
ing, gaming, AR/VR shopping and AR/VR learning
services will emerge according to latest 5G business
potential report. However, only early adopters and digi-
tal natives will give them a try. Those following behind
need to be convinced that what they are buying is worth
it, which is why Try and Buy offerings are so compel-
ling. If 54 percent of respondents are interested in 5G
speeds alone, the interest for immersive video formats
and AR applications can only be higher.

The opportunities with eSIM are many. Although eSIM
adoption is a concern in the industry, in practice, its im-
plementation can help enrich the relationship with con-
sumers. From peace of mind to redeeming shopping for

mobile data, eSIM is valuable to consumers.

— —

ection (with Microsoft Teams, Zoom, WehEx, Skype) in Egypt

Global Industrial Leaders Identify Cloud as The Single
Most Important Solution to Surviving and Thriving in
Today’s New Normal

— Industrial organizations are opting for Cloud, Digital
Twin, Artificial Intelligence (Al) and automation technol-
ogies to address the complexities of today’s challenging
macro-economic environment, according to AVEVA, a
global leader in engineering and industrial software.
Atarecent virtual press panel, hosted by the company and
moderated by Craig Resnick, Vice President, Consulting,
ARC Advisory Group, industry leaders exchanged views
on how industrial organizations are innovating using
technology to maintain business continuity and drive bet-
ter supply chain and production planning. This is turning
challenges into opportunities to increase productivity and
profitability, especially when it comes to improving sup-

-

Craig Hayman

ply chain inefficiencies and driving sustainability initia-
tives. The panel, which comprised senior representatives
from three leading energy sector organizations — The Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC), Wood PLC and
DCP Midstream participating alongside Craig Hayman,
CEO of AVEVA — emphasized how technology is play-
ing a vital role in achieving real-time optimization and
improving decision making, digitally enabling business

operations, supported by an often remote workforce to
drive substantial cost reductions. Demand for Cloud in
the Industrial Setting is Accelerating at a Phenomenal
Speed Craig Hayman, CEO of AVEVA, kicked of the
panel sessions by emphasizing the massive opportunity
for digital transformation for the industrial sector, which
has traditionally been underpenetrated by digital technol-
ogies. He commented: “Digital Twin, Al and Cloud are
improving collaboration and accelerating autonomous
projects across the globe. To enable digital resiliency and
long-term sustainability, organizations need to bring to-
gether the connected workforce with Cloud, Big Data and
Edge capabilities. There are new pressures and opportuni-
ties, but ultimately one digital imperative.”

Craig Resnick reported that 80% of ARC’s clients are
pursuing Cloud in their production operations to increase
asset uptime and performance, a number that has in-

creased dramatically during the pandemic. The need for
remote monitoring and control of operations in engineer-
ing has driven the uptake of new tools, such as augmented
and virtual reality, to supplement the remote experience
and connect workers in the field, on-prem and working
from home. Digital Twin technologies in the Cloud have
witnessed one of the fastest growth trajectories among
the transformational tools piloted or adopted during the
pandemic, with remote engineering design and build, as
well as remote operate and maintain, cited as drivers for
this acceleration. The collective group also agreed that
while many investments in digital technology may not
have had clear-cut business cases pre-pandemic, for ex-
ample, connected workers could have been perceived as
a non-essential, and this has all changed. “Organizations
that didn’t take going digital seriously before, are doing
so now,” said Dr. Alan E Nelson, CTO at ADNOC.
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Talaat: A cooperation agreement hetween the Ministry of Communications and Alexandria
University to implement applied research projects using telecommunications technologies

By: Mohamed Shawky - Ahmed Solu-
man

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communica-
tions and Information Technology, and Dr.
Essam Al-Kurdi, President of Alexandria
University, witnessed the signing of a co-
operation agreement between the Minis-
try of Communications and Information
Technology represented by the Center for
Applied Innovation, and Alexandria Uni-
versity represented by the Intelligent In-
frastructure Research Center to implement
applied research projects aimed at using
the latest communication and information
technology technologies. In developing in-
novative solutions to solve important prac-
tical issues in vital areas such as health and
agriculture; In the presence of Eng. Raafat
Hindi, Deputy Minister of Communica-
tions and Information Technology for In-
frastructure, Dr. Iman Ashour, Director of
the National Institute for Communications,
Dr. Hussam Othman, Advisor to the Min-
ister of Communications and Information

Technology for Technological Innovation,
Electronics Industry and Training, and
Dr. Noha Adly, Adviser to the Minister of
Communications and Information Technol-
ogy for Research and Development.

The cooperation agreement was signed by
Dr. Ahmed Tantawy, the supervisor of the
Applied Innovation Center of the Ministry
of Communications and Information Tech-

nology, and Dr. Mohamed Rizk, Director
of the Smart Infrastructure Research Cent-
er at Alexandria University.

According to the cooperation agreement,
technical cooperation will take place be-
tween the team of the Center for Applied
Innovation, and a team of faculty members,
the assisting body and specialists from the
university, and each team will implement
the agreed work items within a framework
of full coordination and facilitate the ex-
change of information and experiences.

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communi-
cations and Information Technology, af-
firmed that the signing of the agreement
today is a new step in the field of coop-
eration between the Ministry of Commu-
nications and Information Technology and
Alexandria University, which reflects the
ministry’s interest in research cooperation
with academic and research institutions to
join efforts together in order to exchange
knowledge experiences and create digi-
tal projects Serving the areas of develop-

ment and contributing to building a digital
Egypt; He explained that this agreement
is the first work of the Applied Innovation
Center. Which will have practical results
with a positive impact in the field of health
on the lives of citizens.

Dr. Essam Al-Kurdi, President of Alexan-
dria University, explained that the agree-
ment focuses on the participation between
the two sides in developing the skills of
new generations of specialists in modern
technical fields, with a focus on these skills
and outputs resulting from applied research
projects and including modern technologi-
cal products that contribute to the upgrad-
ing of the national economy. He pointed
out that this cooperation keeps pace with
the correct thinking of the role of univer-
sities, which is no longer limited to com-
municating knowledge to students, but has
gone beyond that to play an effective role
in encouraging innovation and applied re-
search to make more progress, especially
in modern technological fields.

IEEE Mansoura Student Branch:
LAUNCH "IEEE OLYMPICS 1.0

== ¥

By ; Basel Khaled

In a world where customers are more connected,
more tech savvy and more demanding than ever
before, innovation has never been so crucial.

The increasing consumer expectations and the
rate of technological change both make it harder
to climb into the labor market with nothing but an
academic degree. Thus, IEEE Mansoura Student
Branch seeks to qualify students with the needed
qualifications for the labor market.

IEEE, The world’s largest technical professional
organization dedicated to advancing technology
for the benefit of humanity, has more than three
thousand student branches around the world. And
IEEEManSB is one of the most active student
branches whose volunteers are always seeking to
achieve the goals of IEEE, believing in the vision
of the organization to create a smart, mature and
creative engineering community.

Over the years, they actively work on many differ-
ent events and activities to help the community to
become more aware of all different tracks of tech-
nology and how to connect to the labor market.
Their special efforts this year are directed to the
first edition of IEEE Olympics, A one of a kind
event that is inspired by the spirit of the Olympics
Games.

It aims to bring technical contests in multiple fields
altogether while keeping an atmosphere of fair
competition. The event will be held on 10 Septem-
ber 2020 until the 5th of October.

To fulfill the meaning of olympic competitiveness
in the event, it consists of 5 contests that can be
divided into 3 categories:

Category 1: Mobile Application & Game Jam.
Category 2: Problem solving - CTF (Cyber Secu-
rity).

Category 3: Graphic Design.

Category 1: long-term projects with mentoring,
follow-ups, and appropriate technical and motiva-
tional sessions through 3 qualifying phases.
Category 2 contests go through 2 stages. The top 3
places are to be determined and declared after the
2nd stage.

Category 3 consists of only one contest which is
more like a Hackathon; where the students are
given a society issue and asked to simulate it using
graphic design. The top 3 places are to be declared
after rating all the participants.

---------J

A strategic partnership hetween the Ministry of Environment and
Vodafone Egypt within the framework of the “Go Green” initiative

By ;Basel Khaled — Nahla Makled

Environment, and Mr. Alexander Froman, CEO of Vodafone
Egypt, signed a cooperation protocol to participate in the
various environmental activities and projects undertaken by
the Ministry to protect the Egyptian environment and raise
environmental awareness, as part of the Get Ready Green
campaign to spread environmental awareness launched by
Dr. Yasmine Fouad under the patronage of Mr. President The
Republic.

Dr. Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, confirmed that
the cooperation between the Ministry of Environment and
Vodafone will start in the field of waste through the E-Tad-
weer project for the recycling and safe disposal of electronic
waste, which includes damaged mobile devices, which are
considered dangerous waste that affects the health of the citi-
zen and praised the pioneering role of Vodafone In this area.
Fouad indicated that the aim of the protocol is to expand
the citizen’s environmental awareness base, making him
tend towards positive behaviors towards his environment to
preserve it to ensure its sustainability for future generations,
expressing her hope that this cooperation will open the way
for a greater number of private sector companies to enter the
field of environmental work service Based on the principle of
social responsibility towards their society and their country.
For his part, Mr. Alexander Froman, CEO of Vodafone Egypt,
explained the company’s dependence in its strategy on the
principles of sustainable development, of which preserving
the environment is one of its most important pillars, pointing
to the importance of the E-Tadweer project, which is one of
the projects that contribute to reducing the health and envi-
ronmental risks of e-waste. He explained that this initiative is
a translation of the participation of the private sector and the
telecommunications sector to support sustainable develop-
ment activities carried out by the government sector in Egypt.
This is part of the strategy to build a digital Egypt.

The terms of the protocol include Vodafone Egypt provid-
ing technical support for the E-Tadweer project, allocating
places for disposal of e-waste within some of its branches na-
tionwide, and it will also participate in the electronic market-
ing of the project and apply an incentive system for everyone
who disposes of e-waste, provided that these are replaced
Points for discounts when purchasing from Vodafone stores.
It is worth noting that Vodafone Egypt is working continu-
ously to raise environmental awareness and address en-
vironmental challenges. It has entered into partnerships
with the public and private sectors, to launch many ini-
tiatives, present and present innovative ideas and tech-
nologies and transform them into pioneering projects that
contribute to addressing the basic challenges facing the
Egyptian community in the field of environment. Which
is disclosed by Vodafone Egypt through the sustainability
report documented by the Global Reporting Initiative GRI,
which contains all the company’s activities, including en-
vironmental activities.

Modern children and where to find them: 68% of Egyptian parents

By ; Wasem Emam
Parents have always managed to set geographical boundaries —
where their children could go and where they could not — back
in time. Nowadays there is another opportunity to monitor the
child’s whereabouts — to track the location of them using special
software. Yet, according to Kaspersky’s special survey for par-
ents, not many parents in Egypt realize this.

According to “Responsible Digital Parenting” survey , 68% of
Egyptian parents do not track the location of their child. The
reasons for this vary: 51% have never thought of tracking the
location, while 23% do not know how to do it and 13% don’t
have enough time for this. There is an option to have the soft-
ware, which lets parents locate their children on a map and set
a safe area for them to stay in, installed on their children’s de-
vices. However, 34% of parents in Egypt claim they do not have
it installed on any of their devices.

«Modern times offer a wide range of tools which can help in
preventing accidents in real or digital life. It is crucial to know
how to use them, what their benefits are, and, actually, use them.
Tracking your child’s location can definitely save you a lot of
trouble — its advantages lie also in the fact that it allows to con-
trol not only digital, but also real life of the child» ——— com-
mented Andrey Sidenko, Head of Child Safety at Kaspersky
Network.

To secure and protect your child both in digital and in real life,
Kaspersky strongly recommends following this advice Learn

more on the topic of children’s cybersecurity: explore mod-
ern trends, apps, the way of behavior that has to be adopted
in order to safeguard against dangers (for instance, the basic
security rules while on the Internet); update your network se-
curity knowledge periodically, use Kaspersky blog https://www.
kaspersky.com/blog/ to do this;

Communicate with your child and define the borders which are
not meant to cross: discuss with them safe locations both real
and webpages and Install a reliable security solution such as
Kaspersky Safe Kids to monitor your child’s activity success-
fully.

ITU updates globhal treaty which enables hetter access to affordable broad-

band technologies

By ; Saber Mohamed

The International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) today published the 2020 ITU Radio
Regulations — the international treaty gov-
erning the global use of radio-frequency
spectrum and satellite orbits — which ena-
bles innovative ways to promote access to
affordable broadband technologies.

The publication contains the complete texts
of the Radio Regulations adopted during
the World Radiocommunication Conference
(WRC-19), held last year in Sharm el-Sheikh,

Egypt.

The 2020 ITU Radio Regulations will come
into force for all signatory parties on 1 Janu-
ary 2021.

“The publication of the Radio Regulations is
the culmination of the hard work and intense
deliberations that took place during WRC-
19,” said ITU Secretary-General Houlin
Zhao. “Efficient and economical use of the
naturally limited radio-frequency spectrum
is key to ensuring we bring the benefits of

connectivity and digital transformation to
people everywhere. The ITU Radio Regula-
tions are a vital vehicle for this endeavour.”
The ITU Radio Regulations facilitate equita-
ble access to and rational use of the natu-
ral resources of the radio-frequency
spectrum and geostationary satel-
lite orbits. They also ensure the -
availability of the frequencies
provided for distress and safe-

ty purposes and assist in the

cases of harmful interference | I
between the radio services of |
different administrations. Fur- %50
ther, the regulations facilitate "1

prevention and resolution of

the efficient and effective op- ==

eration of all radiocommunication

services and, where necessary, regulate

new applications of radiocommunication
technology.

Mario Maniewicz, Director of the ITU Ra-
diocommunication Bureau, said: “In a rap-

idly evolving digital wireless world, the Ra-
dio Regulations provide an opportunity for
all countries to develop innovative ways to
promote access to affordable universal next

-generation broadband technologies.”

He added, “we have published the
2020 ITU Radio Regulations
b within the agreed timeframe,
despite the challenges posed
1 by the global COVID-19
| i pandemic. My heartfelt
congratulations to all those
2 | that have contributed to this

| great success.”
_ The Radio Regulations cov-
er fixed and mobile radio ser-
vices, satellite systems, radio
and TV broadcasting, radionavi-
gation, meteorological monitoring,
space research and Earth exploration, as well
as amateur radio services. It also prescribes
how radio equipment and systems must op-
erate to ensure efficient and effective coex-

istence and utilization of today’s increasingly
crowded airwaves.

The first International Radio Telegraph Con-
vention was signed in Berlin on 3 November
1906, bringing together 30 maritime states.
Since then, the Radio Regulations have
evolved with 114 years of revisions and inno-
vations into the 4-volume treaty of more than
2000 pages. They now cover more than 40
different radiocommunication services and
frequencies ranging from 8.3 kHz to 3000
GHz, with internationally agreed govern-
ing principles and regulations on which the
rights and obligations of ITU’s 193 Member
States to use the spectrum and satellite orbit
resources are based.

The 2020 Radio Regulations are available in
all six of ITU’s official languages. Electronic
versions of the Regulations can be down-
loaded free of charge. The traditional four-
volume boxed set, as well as a multi-lingual
DVD will be available for purchase in the
coming weeks.

OmniClouds Standardizes on Uersa
Networks to Deliver Secure SD-WAN
Across the Glohe

By ; Mohamed Shawky

OmniClouds, the leading innovator in the cloud service pro-
vider (CSP) space and migrator for the EMEA region, today
announced that it has adopted the Versa Secure SD-WAN
solution to offer and expand services across the globe, us-
ing OmniClouds’ comprehensive SDN-dedicated network
offering a unique experience of true SLA-based cloud ser-
vices.

OmniClouds platform connects its enterprise customers’
branches and remote users to multiple public and private
clouds, lowering the expense and complications of cloud
adoption Globally. It is offering Versa Networks, the leader
in Secure SD-WAN providing software-defined networking
over any type of connectivity for simplified management
and dynamic support for cloud adoption and migration.
OmniClouds will not only provide full hybrid cloud con-
nectivity but will also use Versa Networks as an overlay
to existing connectivity technologies, such as IP-MPLS,
microwave, satellite, LTE or public internet, to automate
operations and enhance connectivity over large geographic
regions. This will give its enterprise, government and SME
customers a central management view of the entire network,
enabling them to easily control security, user permissions
and parameters, such as latency and quality of service.
OmniClouds will use Versa Cloud Gateways at each of the
regions’ and counties’ main cloud service providers, which
connect with Secure SD-WAN CPE running Versa Operat-
ing System (VOS™) at the enterprises’ data centers, head-
quarters and branch operations. This dramatically reduces
customer operating costs, smooths their adoption of cloud
services, and enables widespread connectivity across dis-
tant locations.

Amr A Fid, Group Chief Executive Officer and Board Mem-
ber, OmniClouds, said: “OmniClouds is excited and proud
of the strategic partnership with Versa Networks, the best
in class for SD-WAN Technologies. We are a partner led
global organization, addressing our SME, Public Sector
and SOHO customers through our regional, local, white
label ISPs across the globe. In doing so we look for strong
partnerships for our network technology and visionary and
trustworthy leadership, and Versa Networks is exceptional
in all these aspects. We are confident that we are setting the
standard for both cloud connectivity and smart applications
management.”

TikTok collahorates with Gritti Fund

to launch Pitch It Up in the Sky for the

support of entrepreneurs and young
business leaders in MENA region

By ; Ahmed Soluman

Contributing to the entrepreneurship scene in the Middle
East and Africa region and supporting the businesses led
by youth to thrive, TikTok, the leading short-form mobile
video platform, announced joining forces with Gritti Fund,
the world’s first happiness based investment fund. The col-
laboration is aimed at supporting the entrepreneurs in the
region by providing them with the needed expertise and
knowledge that improve their businesses through connect-
ing them with prominent investors, experts and industry
leaders in the region as well as the United States.

The new collaboration also addresses working on the in-
terpersonal skills and providing inspirational content that
helps elevate the spirits in this tough year and encourage
continuing to beat hardships and overcome the challenges.
TikTok along with the Gritti Fund will support entrepre-
neurs realize their dreams and achieve their goals by pro-
viding them with coaching and consulting by world-class
marketing experts from TikTok Europe.

Throughout the coming 6 weeks, TikTok will launch a se-
ries of lives, short videos and challenges on the hashtag
#pitchitupinthesky that provides techniques and ways to
overcome fears, achieve dreams and handle new begin-
nings.

Through this collaboration, entrepreneurs will have a
chance to enter a competition where they can receive seed
funding and coaching for the winner. The list of the jurors
in the investment competition includes key industry lead-
ers and prominent figures in the world of business and en-
trepreneurship such as Noor Sweid, who was among the 30
influential women in MENA and the top 10 women in tech,
Dr. Lars Rasmussen, the inventor of Google Maps and
Roberto Croci, MD of Microsoft for StartUps in MENA.
Entrepreneurs and young business owners are encouraged
to know more information about the competition and reg-
ister their projects through the following link: www.pitch-
upinthesky.com

Dubai Supreme Council of Energy reviews
progress made in the Dubai Integrated
Water Resource Management Strategy

By ; Mohamed EI Khouly

HH Sheikh Ahmed bin Saced Al Maktoum, Chair-
man of the Dubai Supreme Council of Energy,
chaired the 61st meeting of the council, which was
organised virtually in the presence of HE Saeed Mo-
hammed Al Tayer, Vice Chairman of the Council.
HE Ahmed Buti Al Muhairbi, Secretary General of
the Supreme Council of Energy, attended the meet-
ing along with the board members. These included:
HE Dawood Al Hajiri, Director General of Dubai
Municipality; HE Abdulla bin Kalban, Managing
Director of Emirates Global Aluminium; HE Saif
Humaid Al Falasi, CEO of Emirates National Oil
Company (ENOC); Waleed Salman, Vice Chairman
of the Dubai Nuclear Energy Committee; Nasser
Abu Shehab, CEO of the Strategy & Corporate Gov-
ernance Sector at the Roads & Transport Authority
(RTA); and Frederick Chemin, General Manager of
Dubai Petroleum.

The meeting discussed several topics, including
the Dubai Integrated Water Resource Management
Strategy and Dubai’s achievements in reducing car-
bon emissions in 2019. Dubai ranked first in the C40
Network reports for sustainable cities, with results
exceeding the targets set in the Dubai Carbon Abate-
ment Strategy. The carbon emissions have decreased
significantly in the past four years in line with the
Green Growth Strategy. Members were also briefed
on the latest developments in stimulating the circular
economy in Dubai’s energy and sustainability sec-
tors.
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