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At the Opening of the 8th FDC Summi:
Ministers of Communications and Industry Witness the Signing of an MoU Between MCS
and the Industrial Modernization Center to Enhance Cybersecurity Cooperation

By: Bakinam Khaled

Eng. Raafat Hendy, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, inaugurated the 8th
edition of the FDC Summit, attended by Eng.
Khaled Hashem, Minister of Industry. The event
was held under the auspices of the Ministry of
Communications, the Ministry of Industry, and
the Cabinet’s Information and Decision Support
Center (IDSC). It brought together a distinguished
group of government representatives, officials
from various bodies and institutions, ICT industry
leaders and experts, and executives from major
global, regional, and local companies operating in
technology, telecommunications, cybersecurity,
artificial intelligence (Al), data centers, and digital
infrastructure.

In his address, Eng. Raafat Hendy emphasized the
Ministry’s efforts to activate digital transformation
enablers, aiming to provide a seamless digital
experience that facilitates citizens’ remote access
to government services. These efforts include
implementing digital identities, integrating electronic
signatures, and utilizing registered digital mail. He
highlighted that integrating these tools would enable
the comprehensive re-engineering of the citizen
experience and facilitate access to 400 government
services via the “Digital Egypt” platform by 2030.
He also highlighted the Ministry’s initiatives to
support entrepreneurship and startups through
24 “Digital Egypt Innovation Hubs” across 20

governorates. These hubs provide integrated
programs for skill development and project
incubation, while connecting companies with
investors and market access opportunities.
Eng. Raafat Hendy further explained that, since
2019, Egypt has been developing a comprehensive
national framework for artificial intelligence.
He noted that the second phase of the National
Artificial Intelligence Strategy aims, by 2030,
to support over 250 startups in the field, train
more than 30,000 specialists, and enable 36% of
citizens to use Al-powered tools. He highlighted
the development of practical applications
serving national priorities, such as the launch of
“Karnak” —the first national large language model
in Arabic, developed by Egyptian engineers at
the Applied Innovation Center—alongside other
applications like “Lughat” and “Bil-Masry,” all
designed to serve various state sectors.

He added that data centers have become vital arteries
of the digital economy, providing capabilities for
data hosting, digital service operations, and support
for Al and advanced computing applications.
They also ensure the continuity of critical services,
provide necessary resources for government entities,
researchers, and companies, enhance readiness
for digital economy demands, and maximize the
application of digital sovereignty principles. He
explained that Egypt leverages its geographic
location and digital infrastructure in this regard,

e red) P IC

as 20 international submarine cables—-carrying
90% of internet traffic between Europe and Asia—
pass through the country. He noted Egypt’s goal to
transform this advantage from mere data transit into
greater economic value by hosting and processing
data, attracting data centers and cloud services,

developing applications, and exporting digital
services to the region and the world.

He indicated that the Ministry is currently formulating
a national strategy for data centers, aiming to launch
it by the end of the year to serve as a comprehensive
framework for the industry’s development.

Engineer Raafat Hendy emphasized the importance
of cybersecurity as a cornerstone of national security
and trust in the digital economy. He explained
that the State, through the Supreme Council for

Cybersecurity, is continuing to implement the second
version of the National Cybersecurity Strategy
(2023-2027). Work has also begun on preparing
the strategy’s third version to keep pace with rapid
developments and prepare for risks posed by modern
technologies. He highlighted efforts to enhance
the readiness of vital sectors and strengthen their
capacity to prevent, respond to, and recover from
attacks, thereby ensuring the protection of digital
services and business continuity.

For his part, Eng. Tarek Shabaka, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of the FDC Summit, emphasized
that the summit’s eighth edition marks a new phase
in its journey. This edition features a clear shift in the
agenda—moving from merely showcasing the latest
technologies to exploring how to leverage them
to address real-world challenges. It also signifies
a transition to a new stage, as the summit evolves
into an independent, non-profit institutional entity.
He noted that the event places artificial intelligence
at the forefront of discussions, alongside the future
of data centers and cloud computing as foundational
infrastructure for the digital economy, as well as
issues regarding cybersecurity, data protection,
digital identity, and building trust within the digital
environment.

He added that the eighth edition brings together
decision-makers, regulatory and legislative
bodies, technology sector leaders, global and
local companies, investors, and experts. This
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reinforces the FDC’s role as a platform uniting
various stakeholders in the digital ecosystem
and transforming dialogue into opportunities,
partnerships, and practical solutions.

On the sidelines of the summit... Engineer Raafat
Hendy and Engineer Khaled Hashem witnessed
the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between MCS and the Industrial
Modernization Center (IMC). The agreement aims
to foster joint cooperation in raising awareness
and building capacity in cybersecurity, supporting
digital transformation and cyber-readiness within
the industrial sector, and exploring and developing
initiatives that leverage cutting-edge technologies
and solutions in artificial intelligence, digital
transformation, and cybersecurity. It also
encompasses organizing specialized workshops,
seminars, forums, and events, as well as
exchanging expertise and best practices at both
local and international levels.

Additionally, the two officials toured the exhibition
accompanying the FDC Summit, which features a
select group of major global and local companies
operating in the fields of technology, digital
transformation,  cybersecurity, and artificial
intelligence. They viewed the latest solutions,
technologies, and innovations presented by the
participating companies, as well as practical
applications of modern technologies across various
sectors.

Minister of Communications Discusses Implementation Plans for

“Kemet” Data Center w1th Intro Holding Group

Arab African International Bank, in Collaboration with IBM and TECH-HUB,
Continues to Deliver Tangible Results in Fraud Prevention

By: Wael Magdy

Eng. Raafat Hendy, Minister of
Communications and  Information
Technology, met with Sherif Mohamed
Abdel-Fattah, Board Member of Intro
Holding Group, and his accompanying
delegation. The meeting aimed to
review implementation plans for
the “Kemet” data center project,
scheduled for construction in the
Sokhna Integrated Industrial Zone—
part of the Suez Canal Economic
Zone (SCZONE)—to provide cloud
solutions, Internet of Things (IoT), and
digital transformation services. The
meeting was attended by MP Ahmed
Badawy, Chairman of the House of
Representatives’ Communications and
Information Technology Committee.
Intro Holding Group aims for the “Kemet”
data center to be the first project of its
kind within the SCZONE to achieve Tier
III certification, serving as a vital facility
for major companies requiring advanced
cloud capabilities and infrastructure. The
Group plans for the center to reach a total
capacity of 80 megawatts, with initial-
phase investments amounting to $270
million.

During the meeting, Eng. Raafat Hendy

emphasized the Ministry’s commitment

to fostering an investment-friendly
environment for the data center
industry and encouraging the private
sector to establish state-of-the-art data
centers that meet global standards. He
noted that Egypt possesses competitive
advantages that position it well for
expansion in this sector. He added
that such expansion drives digital
transformation efforts, supports the
growth of cloud computing services,
and meets the rising demand for
data  hosting and  processing—
thereby serving local market needs
while facilitating service delivery to
regional and international markets.
The meeting reviewed the Ministry

of Communications and Information
Technology’s efforts to incentivize
companies to invest in establishing
data centers in Egypt. These efforts
aim to foster the growth of the data
center and cloud computing industries
and to strengthen Egypt’s position as a
regional hub for the data center sector.
The meeting also addressed the
implementation steps for establishing
the center, the status of engineering
designs completed to date, and contracts
finalized with suppliers to provide
necessary equipment and infrastructure.
Additionally, the targeted timeline for
implementation phases and the launch of
the center’s services was reviewed.
Attendees included Eng. Saad Roshdy,
Head of the Central Administration for
Resources and Technical Assistance and
Supervisor of the Central Administration
for Technology Projects and Outsourcing
at the Ministry; Eng. Mohamed El-Fawy,
Advisor to the Minister for Technical
Telecommunications Affairs; Dr. Hossam
Zakaria, Director of the Smart Solutions
Sector at the Ministry; and several
other senior officials from the Ministry
of Communications and Information
Technology.

By : Islam Tawfik

Arab African International Bank (AAIB)
achieved further progress in strengthening
its digital payments security and fraud
prevention  capabilities  through its
collaboration with IBM and TECH-
HUB. This milestone reflects the Bank’s
ongoing commitment to advancing its risk
management framework and safeguarding
its digital banking ecosystem in line
with the best international practices and
standards.

As part of this initiative, AAIB successfully
implemented and deployed the IBM Safer
Payments platform, a leading solution
for fraud detection and prevention. The
Bank became among the leading banks in
Egypt to deploy the platform, achieving
measurable outcomes including a reduction
in fraud-related losses, improved accuracy
in identifying suspicious transactions,
reduced false alerts, and enhanced
operational efficiency. These achievements
continue to strengthen the Bank’s ability to
detect, prevent, and respond to malicious
activities, while enhancing the security of
customer transactions across its payment
channels.

As digital banking adoption accelerates,
transaction volumes continue to rise,

and fraud schemes become increasingly
sophisticated, AAIB continues to expand
its ability to monitor transactions, identify

emerging threats, and manage risk
through the adoption of advanced artificial
intelligence and machine learning
technologies. These capabilities enable
the Bank to proactively assess potential
risks and take timely action to mitigate
them with greater speed, accuracy, and
effectiveness.

IBM Safer Payments provides
sophisticated ~ transaction  monitoring
and behavioral analytics powered by
intelligent models that continuously learn
and adapt to evolving transaction patterns.
By continuously analyzing transaction
behavior and identifying suspicious

activities and unusual patterns in real time,
the platform enables the Bank to detect and
prevent potentially fraudulent transactions
before they impact customers or banking
operations, while maintaining a high
degree of accuracy.

IBM, in collaboration with TECH-HUB
and with the support of IBM Expert
Labs Services, led the integration of
the platform with AAIB’s existing
payments infrastructure and core banking
systems, ensuring seamless integration
and operational efficiency. The project
also included the implementation of
an advanced real-time transaction
monitoring framework, enhanced fraud
prevention capabilities, and a scalable
technology architecture designed to
support the Bank’s future growth and
innovation plans.

IBM’s extensive technology expertise,
combined with TECH-HUB'’s
implementation capabilities, played a key
role in accelerating the deployment of the
project and maximizing its value. This
collaboration has further strengthened
AAIB’s ability to stay ahead of emerging
fraud threats, adapt to evolving market
dynamics, and maintain a secure and
resilient digital banking environment.

Huawei Launches the World’s First NPO-based SuperPoD - the Atlas 960E SuperPoD

By : Wael Elgafary
HUAWEI CONNECT 2026
kicked off in Shanghai. David
Wang, Deputy Chairman of the
Board and Rotating Chairman
at Huawei, delivered a keynote
speech titled Advancing the
Agentic World, Building a
Solid Silicon Foundation. In
his speech, Wang launched
the industry’s first NPO-based
SuperPoD — the Atlas 960E
SuperPoD — to accelerate
training and inference for
10-trillion-parameter models.
Huawei’s Al strategy is centered
on computing power, with a
focus on monetizing hardware.
The company is committed to
building out Al infrastructure
— the silicon foundation for the
intelligent world, and honing
its competitive edge through
systems and  architectural
innovation. Centering these
efforts on SuperPoDs and
SuperClusters, Huawei aims
to build a solid computing
foundation, go open source
and open system to build out
computing ecosystems, and
offer a new option for the
world.

As foundation models
approach 10 trillion parameters,
SuperPoDs are the go-to choice
for Al infrastructure buildout.
Huawei’s SuperPoD design
approach centers on connecting

all cluster components under a
single protocol with peer-to-
peer interconnect, supporting
cross-physical-server memory
access, and adopting short-
reach copper alongside long-
reach optics. Through sustained
system-level innovation,
Huawei has applied its years of
expertise in optical technology
to its SuperPoDs, introducing
the world’s first mass-produced
NPO optical engine — Hi-ONE.
This product delivers industry-
leading transmission capacity
at 7.2 Thit/s, and is currently
the industry’s only NPO with a
built-in light source.

At the event, Wang unveiled the
Atlas 960E SuperPoD powered
by UnifiedBus and Hi-ONE. As
the industry’s first NPO-based
SuperPoD, the Atlas 960E
SuperPoD features an advanced
orthogonal architecture and a
fully liquid-cooled design. With
unified memory addressing
enabled by UnifiedBus, a single
SuperPoD can scale to 4,096
NPUs, delivering 8 EFLOPS at
FP8 precision and 16 EFLOPS
at FP4 precision. By integrating
5500 Hi-ONE units, this
SuperPoD doesn’t need the
48,000 800G optical modules
that would traditionally be
required to connect all the
NPUs. This cuts power
consumption by over 550

kilowatts, while doubling the
system’s fault-free operating
time, achieving 99.8% system
availability. All told, the system
greatly accelerates innovation
in training and inference for
frontier models.

Huawei has also applied the
SuperPoD  architecture  to
general-purpose computing
systems, resulting in products
like its fully upgraded TaiShan
950  SuperPoD.  Powered
by  UnifiedBus all-optical
networking, the new SuperPoD
supports up to 4,096 nodes with
a unified memory pool of up to
256 TB. This enables higher-
density agent  sandboxes,
faster sandbox startup, and
improved agent vector search
performance. Huawei has also
launched OceanStor M900 — a
UnifiedBus-powered  context
memory storage cluster that
supports direct one-hop access
and provides a petabyte-scale
KV cache for the L.3.5 layer.
With the UnifiedBus network
or RoCE, multiple Atlas 960E
SuperPoDs can be connected
to build a larger SuperCluster.
With a two-tier, four-plane Clos
architecture, the SuperCluster
can interconnect up to 512,000
NPUs. And when combined
with a multi-rail topology, this
cluster can support up to one
million NPUs.

Raya Holding Launches Raya Nexus as the
Newest AI Company in Lts Investment Portfolio

By : Sarah Noureldeen

Raya Holding for Financial Investments has announced the launch
of Raya Nexus, the newest company in its investment portfolio,
specializing in enterprise Al solutions. The launch marks a new
step in the Group’s strategy to invest in technology and innovation,
leveraging its longstanding expertise across technology and
financial services to build scalable businesses with regional growth
potential.

Raya Nexus was established following the approval of Raya
Holding for Financial Investments’ Board of Directors to establish
a company specializing in
artificial  intelligence, with
an issued capital of EGP 250
million and paid-in capital of
EGP 30 million, reflecting
the Group’s commitment to
investing in the sector and
building a company positioned
for growth and regional
expansion.

The new company builds on Raya’s accumulated expertise across
information technology, financial services, fintech, outsourcing,
and customer experience, transforming this experience into
practical Al solutions that enable institutions to make better
decisions, enhance customer value, and improve operational
efficiency.

Raya Nexus made its regional debut in Riyadh alongside its
participation at Money20/20 Middle East 2026, reflecting its
ambition to expand across regional markets, starting with Egypt
and the GCC, and to deliver Al solutions designed around the
realities of businesses and customers in Arabic-speaking markets.
In its initial phase, the company is offering a suite of Al solutions
primarily targeting banks, fintech companies, and organizations
with high volumes of customer interactions. These include Al-
powered credit decisioning, collection optimization, customer
value management, and Al-enabled customer engagement across
voice and digital channels.

In a recent study on socio-economic impact:

DiDi Egypt to contribute EGP 19.45 billion to GDP in 2023,
supporting a network of 200,000 active drivers

By : Rashsa Hagag

DiDi Egypt, a global leader in
mobility technology, celebrated
its fifth anniversary of operations
in the Egyptian market by
releasing an independent study
on the socio-economic impact
of its activities.

The study revealed that
economic  activity  linked
to the platform contributed
approximately EGP 1945
billion to Egypt’s GDP in 2025,
representing about 0.1% of the
total GDP.

Since entering the Egyptian
market in 2021, DiDi Egypt
has continued to solidify its
presence and expand its service
offerings to meet the evolving
needs of both passengers and
drivers. Its ecosystem includes
services such as “Flex,”
“Wassalni,” “Comfort,” and
“Tayaran”—designed to cater
to diverse passenger segments
and budgets—while providing
drivers with flexible income-
generating opportunities across
an  expanding  geographic
footprint in Egypt.
Throughout this journey, DiDi’s
role has evolved alongside the
changing landscape of Egypt’s
transport sector. Technology-

driven solutions have become
an increasingly vital part of
the urban mobility ecosystem,
expanding transport options
and enhancing accessibility and
connectivity between regions,
all while complementing the
sector’s existing and emerging
infrastructure. This is clearly
reflected in the motorcycle
services offered by the DiDi
platform; 27% of trips in
Alexandria and 18% in Cairo
begin or end near public
transport hubs. This highlights
the growing role of these
services in facilitating urban
mobility and fostering more
efficient connectivity within the
transportation ~ ecosystem.

A socio-economic  impact
study conducted by Engage
Consulting—a leading regional
firm specializing in research
and government relations—
revealed the economic and
social role DiDi plays in Egypt,
underscoring its contribution
to the economy and the urban
mobility landscape. The study’s
findings included the following:
Economy: In 2025, DiDi
contributed approximately EGP
19.45 billion to Egypt’s GDP—
equivalent to about 0.1% of

the total. Every pound earned
by drivers via the platform
generates roughly EGP 1.21 in
additional economic activity,
with more than half of this
amount directed toward meeting
essential household needs, such
as food, retail purchases, fuel,
and housing. Greater Cairo
alone contributed EGP 18.24
billion, representing 0.233% of
Cairo’s estimated GDP.
Drivers: The average number
of active drivers reached
approximately 200,000 per
month in 2025, representing
nearly 0.5% of Egypt’s total
workforce. Flexibility—
rather than income—was the
primary reason drivers joined
the platform, with 87% stating
that they determine their own
working hours. Their earnings
also help support an average of
34 individuals per driver.

Passengers: DiDi saves
the average passenger
approximately  28.6  hours

annually —equivalent to three
and a half workdays—which
can be utilized for work, study,
or spending time with family.
84% of passengers reported
that the service helps them save
time.

Egypt’s Electronic Gaming Market Approaches $1 Billion; Promising Opportunities to Bulld a Local Industry and Boost Exports of Games and Digital Content

By : Wael Magdy

The Cabinet’s Information and Decision Support
Center (IDSC) has released a new report on the
electronic gaming industry. The report reviews
global industry developments and the technological
trends reshaping the sector, alongside the current
state of the Egyptian market and opportunities to
enhance the gaming industry’s contribution to the
digital economy. It also addresses the societal and
digital challenges associated with the widespread
adoption of gaming.

The report highlights that the electronic gaming
industry has become a vital sector within the global
digital economy. It has evolved beyond mere

entertainment into a comprehensive industry that
integrates technology, innovation, creativity, content
creation, artificial intelligence, and esports.

By the end of 2025, the global electronic gaming
market reached approximately $201.6 billion,
growing at an annual rate of 9.1%. The number
of gamers totaled around 3.6 billion, representing
approximately 61.5% of global internet users.
Smartphone games maintained their position as
the largest market segment by revenue, generating
approximately $113.3 billion in 2025. This was
followed by home console gaming at $44.7
billion and PC gaming at $43.6 billion. Forecasts
indicate continued global industry growth in the

coming years, with the market value projected
to reach approximately $234.4 billion by 2028.
Simultaneously, the industry is entering a new phase

of maturity, shifting focus gradually from mere user-
base expansion to enhancing engagement, player
retention, and the development of more sustainable
business models.

The report highlights several technological shifts
expected to reshape the industry in the near future,
most notably generative Al, cloud gaming, virtual
and augmented reality, and “Games as a Service”
(GaaS) models—which rely on continuous updates,
new content, and in-game purchases.

Artificial intelligence is increasingly accelerating
game development, content and digital asset creation,
and user experience enhancements. Meanwhile, cloud
gaming offers access to high-quality titles without

the need for expensive hardware, a trend supported
by the rollout of 5G networks and advancements in
cloud computing infrastructure.

Locally, the report underscores the promising growth
potential of the Egyptian market. According to
IMARC Group estimates, the electronic gaming
market in Egypt was valued at approximately $912.9
million in 2025 and is projected to reach around $1.8
billion by 2034, reflecting a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 7.61% for the 20262034 period. The
report highlights that the significance of these estimates
extends beyond the growth of the domestic market; it
encompasses the opportunity for Egypt to boost local
value-added contributions to the industry.
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