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The first World Expo to be held in the Middle
East, Africa and South Asia (MEASA) region
is off to a great start, with Expo 2020 Dubai
welcoming 411,768 ticketed visits in its first
ten days.

Expo 2020 opened its doors on 1 October,
and figures up to and including 10 October
show that visitors belonged to 175 nation-
alities — not far off the 192 countries that are
participating in the event, each with its own
pavilion. One in three has come from abroad,
with this proportion expected to increase as
international travel ramps up.

Dimitri S. Kerkentzes, Secretary General
of the Bureau International des Expositions
(BIE) said: “Expo 2020 Dubai’s opening
week has undoubtedly been a success. The
numbers we are seeing are very encouraging

and demonstrate the global desire for people
to reconnect with each other and to imagine a
better future.”

A number of ticket options are open to visi-
tors, with Multi-Day and Season Passes prov-
ing popular. One in five visitors have already
visited Expo more than once, demonstrating
that one day is not enough to enjoy the di-
verse and dynamic array of activities and en-
tertainment on offer.

Her Excellency Reem Al Hashimy, UAE
Minister of State for International Coopera-
tion and Director General, Expo 2020 Dubai,
said: “We are very happy with this wonderful
turnout. The numbers achieved in the first ten
days reflect the enthusiasm of the world to at-
tend Expo 2020 Dubai. The coming days and
weeks will be full of special events offering a

visitor experience that will be rich, purpose-
ful and entertaining, and we look forward to
welcoming many more people from around
the world.”

Many of the Country Pavilions have also
been impressed with the numbers of visitors
so far.

His Excellency Joseph K Issa, Commis-
sioner General of the Democratic Republic
of Timor-Leste Pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai
said: “We’ve been really busy since the show
opened nine days ago, with a constant flow of
visitors every day. People genuinely seem in-
terested and inquisitive about what we have to
offer and we are delighted to bring a flavour
of Timor-Leste to visitors, businesses and in-
vestors from around the world.”

Ambassador Doreen DeBrum, Commissioner

General of the Marshall Islands at Expo 2020
Dubai said: “This is the first time we’ve had
our own, dedicated pavilion at a World Expo,
and it has been fantastic to share the best of
the Marshall Islands with so many visitors.
We’ve been delighted with the reaction of
people so far — this is truly an incredible op-
portunity for us to be part of this incredible
event.”
The figures include all physical ticket-holders.
They exclude representatives, delegations and
guests of International Participants, Partners
and other stakeholders, as well as Expo staff.
Virtual Expo, virtualexpo.world, which
launched on 30 September with three million
people watching the Opening Ceremony live,
has seen a further five million visits between
1-10 October.

High-level delegation from Huawei visits DEWA'’s pavilion at

Expo 2020 Dubai and reviews its key projects and initiatives

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Solar Park, will use 100% renewable
energy and has a capacity exceeding 100

By : Mohamed ElI Kholy — Nahla

Ahmed

HE Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, MD
& CEO of Dubai Electricity and Water
Authority (DEWA) received a high-lev-
el delegation from Huawei headed by
Charles Yang, President of Huawei Mid-
dle East, and Jerry Liu, CEO of Huawei
UAE. The meeting which was held at
DEWA’s pavilion in Expo 2020 Dubai,
was attended by Waleed Bin Salman,
Executive Vice President of Business
Development & Excellence; Dr. Yousef
Al Akraf, Executive Vice President of
Business Support and Human Resources
at DEWA, and Marwan bin Haidar, Ex-
ecutive Vice President of Innovation and

the Future at DEWA.

The meeting discussed ways to further
promote the partnership between the
two sides for best practices in innova-
smart
grids, digital transformation, automation,
cloud platforms, and artificial intelli-
gence (Al). The two sides also discussed
progress on the joint projects including
the largest solar-powered Uptime TIER
II-certified data centre in the Middle
East and Africa that Huawei is build-
ing for Moro Hub (Data Hub Integrated
Solutions LLC), a subsidiary of Digital
DEWA, the digital arm of DEWA. The
new sustainable, carbon-neutral green

tion, disruptive technologies,

megawatts (MW).

and digital services.

pioneering projects

data centre, which is being built at the

Al Tayer shared with the visiting delega-
tion a number of DEWA’s key projects
and initiatives on display at its pavilion
in Expo 2020 Dubai — Sustainability
District. These include the Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park,
the largest single-site solar park in the
world with a planned capacity of 5,000
MW by 2030; the Green Hydrogen pro-
ject, the first of its kind in the MENA
region to produce hydrogen using solar
power; Digital DEWA, the digital arm of
DEWA, which aims to make DEWA the
world’s first digital utility to use autono-
mous systems for renewable energy and
storage, while expanding the use of Al

At the event, DEWA is also promot-
ing the Solar Decathlon Middle East
(SDME) which it is organising as part
of a partnership between DEWA, the
Dubai Supreme Council of Energy
(DSCE), and the US Department of En-
ergy. DEWA also displays its 250MW
pumped-storage hydroelectric power
plant in Hatta, the first of its kind in the
GCC, Dubai Mountain Peak and Hatta
Sustainable Waterfalls, as well as other

es, and the planet.

Ericsson will also highlight the

role of innovation and the Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) sector in
developing a connected and sustainable world.
On October 25th, Ericsson will inaugurate its
first day at the Expo in a VIP event with a line-
up of local and global speakers, technology
demos and also announcing exciting news.
With Expo 2020 a prime opportunity to bring
ambitious minds together from across the
world, it is the ideal place to address sustain-
ability. Celebrating this year’s Sustainability
Day at Expo on October 28th, Ericsson is host-
ing thought leadership sessions around two im-
portant themes: digital inclusion and climate

can do to

of the 3G

Ericsson to show the power of limitless connectivity, Spur-
ring innovation and sustainability at Expo 2020

By : Mohamed EI Kholy — Nahla Ahmed
Ericsson will light up the Swedish Pavilion
at Expo 2020 Dubai by being physically pre-
sent inside the pavilion for several days during
2021 and 2022. During these days, Ericsson
will showcase exciting demonstrations and
sessions on next-generation inno-

vations that will address some of

the planet’s most pressing issues.

Ericsson will also focus on a va-

riety of Expo themes including

the United Arab Emirates’ (UAE)

golden jubilee, travel & connec-

tivity, health, and wellness.

With a renewed purpose and vi-

sion, Ericsson will address its

role in the latest cellular technol-

ogy developments and illustrate

the positive impact of limitless |
connectivity on people, business-

action. At these sessions, Ericsson will share
insights about how the ICT industry is working
to achieve net-zero emissions while supporting
other industries to accelerate their journey.

Following these two exciting days, Ericsson
will return to the pavilion every month until

the end of the Expo in March. The
days will cover different themes
including the UAE’s golden jubilee,
travel & connectivity, digital trans-
formation and its impact on people,
business, and society.

Wojciech Bajda, Vice President and

Head of Gulf Council Countries
at Ericsson Middle East and Af-
rica says: “We are very excited to
be part of the world’s major show
Expo 2020. Ericsson’s participa-
tion at the Dubai Expo will high-
light how technology innovation is
the ultimate driver to a sustainable
and connected future. We aim to use

this platform to demonstrate what innovation

create a sustainable and a truly con-

nected future. We will showcase our latest cel-
lular technology use cases and conduct thought
leadership sessions to highlight the opportuni-
ties available to us all in achieving the goals of
the nation.
Since Ericsson’s inception in Dubai in 1980,
Ericsson has achieved numerous connectivity
milestones in the region, from the introduction

”

network in the UAE to the acceler-

ated roll-out of 4G, Internet of Things (IoT),
and 5G initiatives with communications ser-
vice providers (CSPs) in the country.

Mastercard and Female Fusion collaborate to empower women entrepreneurs at Expo 2020 Duhai

By : Mohamed Helmy
— Mohamed EI Kholy

Mastercard, the Official Payment
Technology Partner of Expo 2020
Dubai, has teamed up with the re-
gion’s largest network for women-
owned businesses, Female Fusion,
to unlock opportunities for women
entrepreneurs at the world’s largest
cultural gathering.

The collaboration will result in a host
of knowledge-sharing, networking
and mentoring events aimed at wom-
en-owned businesses that will aim to
empower and educate them, to grow
and scale their businesses and include
them in an evolving digital economy.
The series of activities, designed to

' International community strikes a ground-hreaking tax deal for the digital age

By : Mohamed Shawky — Nahla
Ahmed
Major reform of the international tax

| system finalised today at the OECD
will ensure that Multinational Enter-
prises (MNEs) will be subject to a
minimum 15% tax rate from 2023.
The landmark deal, agreed by 136
countries and jurisdictions repre-
senting more than 90% of global
GDP, will also reallocate more than
USD 125 billion of profits from
around 100 of the world’s largest
and most profitable MNEs to coun-

| tries worldwide, ensuring that these
firms pay a fair share of tax wherev-
er they operate and generate profits.

l Following years of intensive nego-

accelerate women’s impact in creat-
ing a better world, will take place at
the Women’s Pavilion by Expo 2020,
in collaboration with Cartier. There
will also be virtual workshops hosted
during the six-month period.

The alliance will invite notable
guests, including Sarah Beydoun,
Founder and Creative Director of
a social impact fashion business in
Lebanon; Ioanna Angelidaki, co-
founder of Instashop; and Maureen
Hall, Founder and CEO of a sunwear
brand. The workshops will empower
entrepreneurs with valuable skills to
go digital and grow digital in their
ventures.

According to the inaugural Master-

tiations to bring the international tax
system into the 21st century, 136 ju-
risdictions (out of the 140 members
of the OECD/G20 Inclusive Frame-
work on BEPS) joined the State-
ment on the Two-Pillar Solution to
Address the Tax Challenges Aris-
ing from the Digitalisation of the
Economy. It updates and finalises
a July political agreement by mem-
bers of the Inclusive Framework to
fundamentally reform international
tax rules.

With Estonia, Hungary and Ireland
having joined the agreement, it is
now supported by all OECD and
G20 countries. Four countries -
Kenya, Nigeria, Pakistan and Sri

card MEA SME Confidence Index,
81% of the region’s women entre-
preneurs have a digital presence for
their businesses, compared to 68%
of their male counterparts. In terms
of a digital footprint of the region’s
women entrepreneurs, social media
(71%) leads the way, followed by a
company website (57%).
“Mastercard continues to work
towards breaking gender barriers
across the world. Today, the larg-
est economic opportunity globally
is the untapped potential of women
entrepreneurship, which can spur
unprecedented levels of growth if
unlocked. Through our collabora-
tion with Female Fusion, we want to

Lanka - have not yet joined the
agreement.

The two-pillar solution will be de-
livered to the G20 Finance Ministers
meeting in Washington DC on 13
October, then to the G20 Leaders
Summit in Rome at the end of the
month.

The global minimum tax agree-
ment does not seek to eliminate tax
competition, but puts multilaterally
agreed limitations on it, and will see
countries collect around USD 150
billion in new revenues annually.
Pillar One will ensure a fairer dis-
tribution of profits and taxing rights
among countries with respect to the
largest and most profitable multina-

take the opportunity to discuss topics
relevant to women business owners
on a global platform such as Expo
2020 Dubai and engage with this
passionate group of women to help
them in their journeys towards digital
transformation,” said Ngozi Megwa,
Senior Vice President, Digital Part-
nerships MEA, Mastercard.
“Whether it’s making full use of
social media, streamlining their busi-
nesses to operate more efficiently
online, or even selling online, we
believe there is an opportunity for
women SMEs to learn how to do it
better. Female Fusion is proud to
partner with Mastercard in educat-
ing and empowering our network in

tional enterprises. It will re-allocate
some taxing rights over MNEs from
their home countries to the markets
where they have business activi-
ties and earn profits, regardless of
whether firms have a physical pres-
ence there.

Specifically, multinational enter-
prises with global sales above EUR
20 billion and profitability above
10% - that can be considered as the
winners of globalisation - will be
covered by the new rules, with 25%
of profit above the 10% threshold
to be reallocated to market jurisdic-
tions.

Under Pillar One, taxing rights on
more than USD 125 billion of profit

maximizing their potential and pav-
ing the way to sustainable growth,”
said Jennifer Blandos, Managing
Partner, Female Fusion.

“The Women’s Pavilion by Expo
2020, in collaboration with Cartier,
is designed to celebrate the positive
impact women make on the world
while understanding the challenges
they still face. We welcome Master-
card, as one of our Premier Partners,
in delivering these opportunities to a
growing community of women busi-
ness owners. When women thrive,
all of humanity thrives,” said Hind
Alowais, Senior Vice President, Par-
ticipants Management, Expo 2020
Dubai.

are expected to be reallocated to
market jurisdictions each year. De-
veloping country revenue gains are
expected to be greater than those in
more advanced economies, as a pro-
portion of existing revenues.

Pillar Two introduces a global mini-
mum corporate tax rate set at 15%.
The new minimum tax rate will
apply to companies with revenue
above EUR 750 million and is esti-
mated to generate around USD 150
billion in additional global tax rev-
enues annually. Further benefits will
also arise from the stabilisation of
the international tax system and the
increased tax certainty for taxpayers
and tax administrations.

Sr. Director — Client So-

lutions Group - MERAT,
Dell Technologies

PCs come full circle as a catalyst
for change

Around the year 2000, the term “tablet PC” was coined. Ten
years later, in 2010, we saw the first headline — “The PC
Officially Died Today” — and a near decade long debate be-
gan, with most tech pundits convinced that the PC would be
extinct by 2020.

Fast forward to today and the narrative has changed. Accord-
ing to IDC, the “surge in PC demand continued through the
second quarter of 2021 despite global component shortages
and logistics issues. Worldwide shipments of Traditional
PCs, inclusive of desktops, notebooks, and workstations,
reached 83.6 million units in 2Q21, up 13.2% from the sec-
ond quarter of 2020.” While the PC has always helped us
connect, collaborate, and communicate, the past year has
proven the value it brings to our lives more than any other
time I can remember.

This is a popular opinion, but I’d take it a step further. I be-
lieve we’re witnessing the renaissance of the PC. Not a re-
surgence, as that would imply a period of little activity, but a
renaissance. An entirely new way of thinking.

But how does this evolve in our renaissance phase? Think of
PCs that self-heal to keep you working instead of looking for
help. Think how the combination of Al, analytics, the cloud
and improved connectivity will make remote management
of PCs a breeze. And how the promise of predictive main-
tenance means problems fix themselves before they mani-
fest. A future where IT never physically touches a PC again?
That’s a revival that could benefit us all.

With AL, PC Now Stands for Personal Companion

With ever-increasing demands, we need PCs that do more
than just work. PCs that are more intelligent, self-aware and
user aware, like having a personal Al assistant on your PC to
help manage your work and home life. Setting calendar ap-
pointments or making recommendations will be simple tasks
completed in the background. Future Al capabilities will
benefit us in ways we haven’t yet imagined. Al will make PC
usage more seamless, customized and hassle- secure.
Collaboration and Connectivity take the Spotlight

The themes of “work from anywhere” won’t change, but
the way they manifest will. As PCs become smarter, they
will understand when you want to be seen and when you
don’t. If you’re participating in a video conference but get
distracted — it could be a phone call, or your officemate/part-
ner/child/dog needs you — you can trust your PC to turn off
the camera until you choose to re-engage. Mobile PCs may
also offer expansive, adaptive screens so you can be more
productive wherever you are. Think of workplaces that are
completely wireless and turn on by detecting your presence,
so you stay productive as you transition from on-the-go to
at-the-desk. Collaboration and connectivity that make you
feel like you’re with your colleagues free. It will hurdle com-
mon tech challenges, like connecting to the local network or
setting up a printer.

We also need to rethink security in a creative way. Not
through patches and updates, but by offering PCs that use
machine learning and Al to eradicate malware before it even
settles. The new ways of working have come with more op-
portunities for security vulnerabilities, making it critical to
secure workers’ PCs. PCs should offer best-in-class security
products and practices to lower the risk of having end-users
accessing internal networks from home. For me, a renais-
sance in this area means I never question if my PC — or the
information on it — is

when you aren’t is the next frontier.

In the past, executives and salespeople would often get the
top-of-the-line devices—the sleekest laptop with high-end
components. When I think about a renaissance of the PC, [
imagine being able to bring these “premium” experiences to
more employees. Premium is more than the look and feel of
a device, the evolving workforce is redefining it, with fea-
tures they care about.

The Time for a Renaissance Is Now

We have learned the PC is far from dead. It’s the gateway for
us all to work, play and learn. Because of this intimacy, peo-
ple expect more from their PC now than ever before. Aug-
menting PCs with technologies like cloud, 5G and Al to offer
smart, personalized and wonderful experiences is the future,
and this “renaissance” moment gives organizations the op-
portunity to pause and rethink how they can bring about all

these iossibilities.

fell slightly to 6.0% in August 2021

By : Mohamed Shawky — Nahla Ahmed

The OECD area monthly unemployment rate fell for the fourth
consecutive month, albeit slightly, in August 2021, to 6.0%
(from 6.1% in July). While the rate remains 0.7 percentage point
above the pre-pandemic rate as at February 2020[1], this latest
update represents a continuation of the downward trend since
the peak of 8.8% in April 2020, with the exception of April 2021.
However, some care is needed in interpreting the fall in the
OECD area unemployment rate when compared with the April
2020 peak, as it largely reflects the return of temporary laid-off
workers in the United States and Canada, where they are re-
corded as unemployed.[2] The number of unemployed workers
across the OECD area continued to fall (by 1.0 million) in Au-
gust 2021, reaching 39.7 _
million, still 4.3 million (£#§ :
above the level in Feb- § f_!‘
ruary 2020. In the euro
area, the unemployment
rate reached 7.5% in Au-
gust 2021, down slightly
from 7.6% in July, get-
ting closer to pre-pan-
demic rates. There were
falls of 0.3 percentage \
point or more in Greece - :

(to 13.2%, from 14.2% in July), Finland (to 7.2%, from 7.8%),
Spain (to 14.0%, from 14.5%), Latvia (to 7.1%, from 7.5%) and
Lithuania (to 7.2%, from 7.5%). Outside the euro area, the larg-
est decreases in unemployment rates in August (from July) were
observed in Colombia (to 12.7%, from 13.6%), Korea (to 2.8%,
from 3.3%), Canada (to 7.1%, from 7.5%) and the United States
(to 5.2%, from 5.4%), while slight changes or no changes were
observed in most other countries, including Australia (at 4.5%,
from 4.6%), Japan (2.8%), Mexico (at 4.1%, from 4.2%), Po-
land (at 3.4%) and Turkey (at 12.1%). More recent data show
that in September 2021 the unemployment rate declined further
in the United States (by 0.4 percentage point, to 4.8%) and Can-
ada (by 0.2 percentage point, to 6.9%).
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During the 41st edition of GITEX Dubai Technology Week 2021:

Reviewing the Iatest artificial intelliuence solutions to enhance digitiza-
tion in business BIIIBI‘I]I‘ISGS aml mcrease their competitive capabilities

Dubai By: Khaled Hassan

Today, Sunday, the activities of the “Mara-
thon” of the 41st edition of the Gulf Informa-
tion Technology Exhibition and Conference
“GITEX Dubai Technology Week 20217,
which will be hosted by the Dubai World
Trade Center and currently being held from
17-21 October, at the Dubai World Trade
Center, in conjunction with the country’s cel-
ebrations, begins today. The GITEX Global
Conference is the largest and most important
platform for knowledge exchange and net-
working in the region, and it represents an
important opportunity to showcase leader-
ship and communicate with executives, lead-
ers and influencers in the industry, as well
as senior stakeholders government interest,
across the most important major industries.
The organization of GITEX 2021 comes in
light of an expected increase of 6% in the size
of the information technology market in the
Middle East this year, to reach $220 billion,
especially after the Arab nations announced
their success in overcoming the crisis of the
Covid-19 virus, as some participants are try-
ing to Showcasing the latest solutions aimed
at containing the line at the exhibition, which
threatens information security due to elec-
tronic piracy and malicious programs spread
around the world.

Entrepreneurs and startups

The exhibition will also include a special pa-
vilion for emerging technology companies
and entrepreneurs in the same field, as well
as some of the most prominent government
agencies, where the latest high-end innova-
tions in the world of information technology

will be highlighted from around the world, as
it will host a distinguished list that includes
the most prominent existing and emerging
technology companies working in 26 dif-
ferent sectors, and advanced workshops and
training sessions in the field of deep learning,
GITEX presentations and other important
events will be organized.

Exhibition areas

The areas of GITEX Dubai include displaying
the latest visions and technical areas that GI-
TEX 2021 highlights, including the latest ar-
tificial intelligence technologies, fifth genera-
tion communications, cloud computing, big
data, digital security, blockchain technologies,
quantum computing, marketing techniques,
and financial technology.

Events

The GITEX Technology Week 2021 will in-
clude a range of diverse activities, the most
prominent of which are the workshops. The

By : Mohamed El Kholy — Mohamed
Helmy
ThreatQuotient™, a leading security
operations platform innovator, will be
showcasing ThreatQ, their Threat In-
telligence Platform (TIP), at GITEX
Technology Week 2021 to be held from
October 17-21. With ThreatQ, Threat-
Quotient will be demonstrating a range
of solutions that support data-driven
approaches such as Extended Detected
and Response (XDR) and Security Or-
chestration, Automation and Response
(SOAR) platforms.

ThreatQ is an open and extensible tool
that empowers organizations to auto-
mate the intelligence lifecycle, quickly
understand threats, make informed de-
cisions, and accelerate detection and
response. It supports both standard and
custom integrations, with feeds and se-
curity systems. ThreatQ also enables
data-driven Extended Detection & Re-
sponse (XDR). Its adaptive data engine
imports and aggregates external and
internal data, curates and analyses it for
decision making and action, and exports
a prioritized data flow across the infra-
structure. Moreover, ThreatQ’s SOAR
harmonizes disparate systems to orches-
trate and automate response.

“At GITEX 2021, we plan to increase
the visibility of our ThreatQ platform,”
states Firas Ghanem, Regional Director,
Q/Iiddle East & Pakistan at ThreatQuo-

(" ThreatQuotient to Showcase ThreatQ Solution at
GITEX Technology Week 2021

~

workshops are an integral part of the GITEX
Technology Week 2021, which will revolve
around various topics related to modern infor-
mation technology. On October 18, a series
of seminars will be led, including a strategy
Bitcoin trading and investment and “Learn-
ing Analytics: Artificial Intelligence in Edu-
cation.” On October 19, 2021, seminars will
be held “Understanding the Financial Value
of Brands” and a “Digital Marketing: How
to Conduct a Digital Audit” seminar, and on
October 20, seminars will be held “How to
benefit from it.” From Artificial Intelligence
to Personalizing Customer Choices” as well
as “3D Printing Strategy in Dubai” and “De-
veloping Large-Scale Artificial Intelligence
in Companies, Governments and Non-Profits”
seminar

Accredited courses and training

GITEX 2021 will hold two accredited courses
rich with valuable information, which will
form a distinguished location within the exhi-
bition activities this year, and include the Data
Science course from Stanford University ac-
credited by the National Program for Artifi-
cial Intelligence in the United Arab Emirates,
in addition to the Certified Practitioner of
Artificial Intelligence course approved by the
Several local and international organizations,
led by the Knowledge and Human Develop-
ment Authority in Dubai, the National Center
for Cyber Security, Tamkeen and others.
GITEX Council sponsored by Medis Group
The GITEX Council, sponsored by the Me-
dis Group, will include senior CEOs and
executives from the government and private
sectors, as well as technologists and informat-

ics, with the ability to communicate directly
with technology stakeholders and enter into
partnerships with investors and multinational
companies.
modern experiences
GITEX 2021 will also allow you to experi-
ence what you have not imagined before
through a proud collection of the latest tech-
nology in the world, so that your experience
is completely exceptional, including virtual
tours and action-packed challenges from im-
mersive digital sports, as well as a selection
of From games, competitions and much more!
Tai Women’s Competition 2021 As for the
“Tai Women’s International” competition, it
has a very special place in this exhibition,
which will see the participation of more than
40 businesswomen from various industries on
stage to present their
works to an interna-
tional jury, which qual-
= ifies them for cash and
in-kind prizes. The Tai
Women competition
was launched for the
first time in 2019, and
aims primarily to incu-
bate, engage, support
and empower women
entrepreneurs from all
over the world, what-
ever the size, origin
or background of the
company. The com-
petition prizes will be
distributed on Octo-
ber 19, 2021.

Dubai By :
Khaled
Hassan

Returning as a platinum sponsor of GITEX GLOBAL 2021, Erics-

son will highlight consumer and business impact of 5G

Dubai By : Khaled Hassen

tient. “We hope to engage with CISOs
and CTI heads from across the region, as
well as international visitors, to explain
how ThreatQuotient can assist them in
enhancing their security operations and
CTI practice. GITEX Technology Week
is an important platform for ThreatQuo-
tient; as the Middle East’s largest, most
anticipated, and influential exhibitions,
there is an excellent opportunity to con-
nect with industry professionals, be it
with our partners, existing or potential
customers, or individual experts.”
ThreatQuotient combines human intelli-
gence and automation in a threat-centric
platform by integrating an organization’s
existing processes and technologies into
a single security architecture. With cus-
tomizable workflows, customer-defined
configurations and integrations, Threat-
Quotient accelerates and simplifies inves-
tigations and collaboration across teams
for proactive detection, analysis, and re-
sponse to threats and data.
ThreatQuotient will be participating
alongside their distributor, Starlink, at
HI-C1 (Starlink booth). Their senior ex-
ecutives and cybersecurity experts will
be available to interact with visitors and
professionals at the event, to discuss the
evolving threat landscape and demon-
strate how ThreatQuotient’s solutions can
equip their organizations with the skills
required to overcome and prevent these

threats from impacting their business. )

Under the tagline ”Imagine Possible” Ericsson
(NASDAQ: ERIC) returns to GITEX GLOBAL
Technology Week 2021, which runs from Octo-
ber 17 to 21 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, as
a Platinum sponsor this year and will showcase

the latest 5G technology innovations and emerg-

ing use cases for consumers and enterprises
across the Middle East.

Through live and interactive demonstrations
for both consumers and enterprise, Ericsson
will highlight how its 5G technology portfolio

is building communication networks for the fu- |

ture while also supporting digital transformation
across the Middle East region as a key enabler
to the fourth industrial revoltion. Reiterating the
company’s thought leadership, Ericsson will also
participate in several key speaking opportunities
during the event week discussing many topics
including 5G, Future Mobility and Visions 2030.
According to the latest Ericsson Mobility Report,
5G will account for 73 percent of all mobile
subscriptions in the Gulf Council Cooperation
(GCC) countries by the end of 2026. As a result,
the value proposition for 5G and networks for
the future has never been stronger. With the shift
in perspective over the past 18 months in tan-
dem with 5G networks going live at scale across
the world including the Middle East, consumers
have high expectations from this revoltionary
technology to deliver better experiences of mo-
bile services like voice and data.

Wojciech Bajda, Vice President and Head of
Gulf Council Countries at Ericsson Middle East
and Africa says: ”In a world where limitless con-
nectivity improves lives, redefines business and
pioneers a sustainable future, a whole new set

of opportunities have opened up for enterprlses
to redefine and grow their business and for gov-
ernments to enhance and improve services, and
societies at large. In parallel, consumers expect
5G to act as a main catalyst in evolving new mo-
bile services in areas like entertainment, gam-
ing and education. This in return means that 5G
represents a great potential for service providers
to create and capture new value in the consumer
business. Ultimately, GITEX GLOBAL 2021 is
an exceptional platform to propel these visions
across the Middle East region and we look for-
ward to leverage this platform to showcase our
Imagine Possible vision and to bring the ambi-
tions of the entire ICT industry to life.”

GITEX GLOBAL Conference is the region’s
largest and most important networking and
knowledge platform. The conference is a mas-
sive opportunity to demonstrate leadership, net-
work and connect with executives, Industry lead-
ers, influencers, key governments stake holders
across key powerful vertical industries.

By : Nahla Makled - Bakinam

building and scaling businesses to

 Viezeeta appoints new Chief Providers Officer to drive innovation within the Middle East and Afri-

can healthcare ecosystem

We are proud to have a disciplined

customers’ healthcare experience

Khaled

Vezeeta announced the appoint-
ment of Choucri Asmar, the former
founding executive of AXA Africa
Health as its new Chief Providers
Officer, Customer and Experience.
In his new role, Choucri will now
lead Vezeeta’s clinical network
across the Middle East and Africa
region and empower healthcare pro-
viders and entities to offer excep-
tional patient experiences.

With more than 15 years of expe-
rience in leading digital and opera-
tional transformation across varied
sectors in Egypt, Choucri has a
solid track record in successfully

offer exceptional value to custom-
ers. In his most recent role, as the
Chief Client Officer at AXA, he
helped shape the company’s success
in Egypt, first as a leading insurance
provider and then as a primary and
secondary healthcare provider net-
work with the launch of AXA One-
Health. OneHealth is a passion pro-
ject of Choucri designed to simplify
customers centric healthcare jour-
neys through digitalization, high
quality standards and cross-industry
partnerships.

“Choucri’s integrity, his empathy
and deep understanding of the needs
and pains of the communities we

/

serve, coupled with his extensive
experience within the sector make

him the perfect match for Vezeeta.

leader of his caliber join us as we
continue to innovate and build the
very best of experiences for patients,
providers, and the healthcare eco-
system at-large,” said Amir Bar-
soum, Founder and CEO of Vezeeta.

“From the outside looking in, [
could see the unrivaled ability of
Vezeeta to successfully integrate
quality healthcare journeys with
robust digital experiences and solu-
tions” Choucri Asmar said. “I look
forward to working with Amir and
the team to support a healthcare
ecosystem that offers value-driven
solutions to all healthcare stake-
holders and elevates millions of

across Vezeeta’s strong footprint,”
he added.

Prior to joining the AXA Group in
2015, Choucri served as the Strat-
egy and PMO lead at Mondelez
International and held the role of
Regional Suppliers Manager at As-
traZeneca in Middle East and Africa.
Today, he continues to volunteer as
the President of the Heliopolis Her-
itage Foundation, an NGO dedi-
cated to restoring and protecting the
Egyptian suburb. Choucri holds an
MBA from Universit¢é Panthéon-
Sorbonne and a bachelor’s degree in
Economics from Cairo University.

\
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As co-host of ITU Digital World 2021,

By : Mohamed Shawky - Basel Khaled
Viet Nam seeks to stimulate trade, build skills,
and strengthen Southeast Asian economies in
line with sustainable development through
digital transformation, the country’s Prime
Minister announced today.
The government, co-hosting a flagship confer-
ence with the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU), has pledged to harness innova-
tion to improve people’s living standards sub-
stantially by 2030.

“As the world is still severely affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic, digital technologies and
services have proven their superiority when it
comes to flexibility and creating a conducive
environment for ideas and initiatives to over-
come challenges, safely adapt to the pandemic,
and engage in sustainable economic recovery

said the Prime Minister, Pham

and growth,”
Minh Chinh, at the opening ceremony for ITU
Digital World 2021 on 12 October.

In line with international practice, he added,

“the Government of Viet Nam considers the

digital and data infrastructure, alongside its
national digital platforms, to be a key factor.”
ITU Secretary-General Houlin Zhao asserted
the need for public-private cooperation to ex-
tend digital benefits worldwide. He urged gov-
ernments and industry everywhere to ensure
connectivity for the estimated 3.7 billion peo-
ple who still lack it.

“Together, we will make major leaps towards
delivering on the promise to connect the un-
connected by 2030,” Zhao said at the confer-
ence opening in Ha Noi .

“The spirit of multilateral cooperation is what

lies at the center of all ITU’s events, activities
and processes,” he added. “From now until
December, we invite public and private sector
leaders to share experiences and expectations

in the virtual sessions provided by this latest
event in the 50-year-old Telecom series, ITU
Digital World 2021.”.

Nguyen Manh Hung, Minister of Information
and Communications, expressed ‘s the host
country’s “heartfelt gratitude to the ITU and
its Secretary-General Zhao Houlin, for having
entrusted Viet Nam with the honour of organ-
izing this event twice in a row — the 49th and
50th events, both convened virtually.”

Last year, ITU accepted Viet Nam’s initia-
tive to rebrand from ITU Telecom World to
ITU Digital World, reflecting the accelerating
convergence of telecommunication and digital
technology. “Also because of this convergence,
the number of government ministers and glob-
al ICT industry leaders attending the event has
tripled since last year,” the Minister said.

Il BB B B B E B = n
Stars 0f Science Participants Push
Medical Inventions That Take Advan-
tage 0f The Digital World We Live I

By : Nahla Makled — Mohamed Helmy

The global healthcare sector was forced to adjust to a new
reality practically overnight when COVID-19 hit. Hospitals
and clinics of all sizes were quickly filled to capacity with
the rapid spread of the coronavirus, which created an un-
precedented numbers of patients. Governments around the
world immediately began implementing new restrictions
severely limiting face-to-face contact between people in
an effort to stem the pandemic; a measure which affected
healthcare services across the world.

Healthcare organizations are still trying to compensate for
substantial disruptions to their core services, according to a
World Health Organization survey conducted from October
2020 to February 2021. More than half of the countries sur-
veyed indicated that their healthcare sectors have adopted
alternative ways of providing healthcare, including an in-
crease in use of telemedicine and other methods.

Proud alumnus of the show and winner of Stars of Science
Season 10, PD Dr. Walid AlBanna, who joined this sea-
son’s jury panel, emphasizes that Stars of Science is help-
ing bridge the region’s gap on healthcare knowledge, as the
program sees a number of contestants focus on delivering
pioneering medical technologies every year.

Dr. AlBanna said: “We need such innovators who focus on
solving the most pressing problems and challenges. Thank-
fully, we have had more than a few Stars of Science contest-
ants bring novel advancements to medicine and telemedi-
cine, even after their time on the show.”

This year, Stars of Science Season 13 features two inven-
tions that promise to supplement the telemedicine landscape.
Mugeb AlHarosh, a Yemeni biomedical engineer, intro-
duced his Portable Renal Blood Flowmeter, which diagno-
ses preliminary kidney damage functions by using non-inva-
sive biosensors attached to the skin. With data uploaded to
physicians through wireless networks, the benefits include
more efficient utilization of resources by minimizing face-
to-face consultations.

Lebanese computer scientist, Ousama Kanawati, earned his
spot on this season with his Wearable Omni Stethoscope
Vest. The innovation monitors the patient’s lungs by com-
bining numerous digital stethoscopes and wireless technol-
ogy, identifying chronic respiratory diseases in the earlier
stages to facilitate preventive treatment. The analysis is re-
layed to the patient’s physician and an alert is sent to the
user’s phone if abnormalities are detected.

Stars of Science has been complementing Qatar’s plans to
bolster digital health and telemedicine research since its
launch in 2009. Throughout its history, numerous alumni
have introduced innovative medical inventions to regional
and international markets, with some gaining recognition
across the world.

And Ziad Sankari, a Lebanese contestant from Season 3, is
one such alumnus. His innovation, LifeSense, acts as a re-
mote monitoring system looking after patients as they go
about their daily lives by combining cardio monitoring with
the Global System for Mobile Communications to warn pa-
tients about potential cardiac conditions.

After winning second place in 2011, Sankari received a

Edge Organizes a Seminar on “Digital

Transformation, Future of E-Com-

merce” With the Participation of
Several Businesses’ Leader

By : Bakinam Khaled - Nahla Ahmed

As part of its strategy aimed at developing business sec-
tors, Edge Innovation Center, a leading mega project of
Raya Smart Building that is a subsidiary of Raya Hold-
ing for Financial Investments has organized a seminar
entitled “Digital Transformation and the Future of E-
Commerce”. Attended by leaders of local and interna-
tional companies of various industries and representa-
tives of a leading Egyptian bank, the event aimed at
facilitating exchanges of experiences among the busi-
ness sectors while gathering business leaders and en-
trepreneurs under one roof. It comes as a kick-start of
various seminars and events planned for the near future.
The center’s first seminar addresses digital transforma-
tion and E-Commerce. It aims to pave the way for fruit-
ful discussion between businesses’ leaders in various
industries, expressing their opinions, sharing their ex-
periences regarding transformations witnessed recently.
Within the principal subject, various topics were dis-
cussed; as e-payments industry and developing financial
sector, the growth of e-commerce platforms, fin-tech,
and financial inclusion. It also addresses how various
industries can promote digital transformation, the best
approaches to community participation and how these
transformations affect business in the near and far future.
The meeting also aims to plan several proposals and rec-
ommendations aimed at accelerating the digital transfor-
mation process and improving the level of services.




Khaled@alamrakamy.com
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