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Yasser Ali President of “Spectrami” Egypt for “Alam Rakamy “

Launch of the latest integrated information security solutions using Al tech-

Interview: Khaled Hassan
Prepared for publication:
Shaima Hassan

Despite the increasing de- ‘E&q'ﬁ:!
mand for information
technology and the com-
munications revolution

in the Arab countries,
whether at the level of
individuals or business,
but unfortunately did
not keep pace with the

same level of awareness - 3
of the need to take adequate e

steps to secure this informa-

tion structure from tampering with

any hacker or hackers This has created a

great challenge for all private business organizations — as
well as government agencies and agencies about their fu-
ture vision for securing data on how to invest in this sector,
developing the performance of personnel and technologies,
and risk management.

A recent study by the Gartner Institute for Global Studies
and Research revealed that the global rate of information
security spending, which means securing techno-
logical and electronic transactions, including

nology at GITEX Dubai 2019

enterprise sector in the Middle East and North
. Affica to reach $ 1.9 billion in 2019, with
- an estimated 9.8% increase this year
g:__ e, compared to 2018. The risk is that
new spending rates will be applied
to other areas of cloud computing
and data security, in response to
regulatory requirements and
as organizations become -
more aware of their
growing need to face
more complex secu-
rity threats. ”
On the Egyptian mar-
ket, the size of the infor-
mation security market is esti-
mated by some experts to be around
$ 100 million. This does not reflect the chal-
lenges and challenges that can be faced by the
national information infrastructure. It is enough
to point out that the total investments of the cur-
rent electricity network exceed 44 billion pounds. What
if the network was hacked and disrupted, as happened in
a number of countries in the world, including Ukraine and ~ Awareness-raising and dissemination of data security
the United States of America. culture of the risk of information security is one of the
To learn more about the most important chal- most important challenges we face, especially

from the best technology developers, which is known as

Vendor Extension Model (VEM) which It is based on Al

technology and is characterized by a combination of a high

level of innovation in providing these comprehensive solu-

tions while at the same time flexible and adapting to the

changing requirements of customers, which has always
reflected on our amazing growth in the past years.

He added that the global company now serves more than

40 countries through our various offices through-

out Europe, the Middle East and Africa with

future plans to expand to other regions in the

coming years, explaining that our experi-

ence in the Middle East and Egypt was

very positive where the size of the compa-

ny’s distribution exceeded the value of As

we see this momentum, we will continue

to invest in Shabakat and we will continue

to invest in $ 60 million. Our regional chan-

nels and suppliers, with unique cybersecurity

solutions for enterprises in all countries of the

region.
Solutions for mobile devices for $ 20

“Wearein40
countries and 60
million dollars
worth of husi-
ness in the Mid-
die East

banking information technology and the pre-
vention of hacker attacks, which amounted /£ - =

to about 120 billion dollars in 2018 and /el
is expected to exceed the size Global
spending in the field of information se-
curity is about 160 billion dollars by the
end of this year, as America and Europe
will have the lion’s share in this market by
more than 71%.

She pointed out that this rise in the rate of
spending increased thanks to government initi-

atives, and increased legislation, and the growth of
sophisticated data breaches. To increase the prices of most
security products in the European region by up to 20%.
Gartner Research also confirmed that spending on infor-
mation security technology and services is growing in the

(" e e

~
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By : Adel Farig

Tencent Games and PUBG Corporation announced with AMC to-
day an exciting crossover collaboration between PUBG MOBILE
and The Walking Dead. Beginning October 1 and into early 2020,
players will have a chance to traverse the battlefield as familiar
heroes or an iconic villain. Limited edition in-game items such as
character skins, weapons and a vehicle are among those available
including Daryl Dixon Skin , Rick Grimes Skin , Negan Skin ,Mi-
chonne Skin , Daryl’s Motorcycle Skin , Michonne’s Katana Skin
and Negan’s Bat, ‘Lucille’ Skin

In addition to skins, The Walking Dead Board Game is also avail-
able as part of the collaboration. Just tap the banner in the bottom
right of the main menu to start. Complete event missions and collect
items to advance and earn points, then exchange them for amazing

capabilities of busi-
ess enterprises for

rewards, the best of which is a permanent Daryl Dixon’s Motorcy-
WMore events and characters are also coming, so stay tunedy

Hiperdist to Highlight its Technology
Capabilities at GITEX 2019

By ; Basel Khaled

Regional Value added distributor Hiperdist, has announced its par-
ticipation in the upcoming 39th GITEX Technology Week.

During the course of the exhibition, Hiperdist plans to highlight
its key focus areas — ‘Cloud’ and ‘Security’ with a keen eye on the
trends in digital transformation.

In line with this, Hiperdist will hold training sessions, workshops
and demos for all attendees, while giving them the opportunity to
test their knowledge and get certified on the stand itself. Addition-
ally, the organization will provide an opportunity for resellers and
vendors to schedule meetings one on one during the event.
Speaking about this initiative, Mr. Santosh Sansare, General Man-
ager, Hiperdist said, “As a growing distributor, our key focus is on
solutions of the future that are based on these major technologies.
Keeping this in mind, we have invested in developing capabilities
from a long-term perspective. We plan to showcase our readiness
via GITEX, and to establish our enduring approach to this region
and the channel.”

Dr. Antoine Kareh, General Manager, CIS Group also expanded on
the long-term vision of the organization, saying, “We have over 40
years of experience in the MEA region, and a long legacy of success
in the African sub-continent. This is due to our relentless focus on
empowering our partners with the right tools suitable to the market.
Our long-term vision is to share our expertise with our partner base
and allow them to leverage our deep reach in the African countries.
At GITEX, this is the commitment we want to emphasize.”
Headquartered in the UAE, Hiperdist overlooks the distribution
arm of the prominent CIS Group which is present across 25 coun-
tries in Middle East and Africa with an annual turnover of over 350
Million USS.

Hiperdist has an extensive base of over 2000 resellers, with local
entities in UAE, Algeria, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Jordan, Tanzania,
Kenya, Lebanon and Nigeria.

The company, which recently completed 5 years in the UAE, has
also just signed on with leading brands such as Microsoft and Acu-
netix.

lenges of the field of information secu-
rity and the opportunities it offers

Arab youth, “ Alam Rakamy “ /
had this meeting with Yasser
Ali, CEO of Spectrami in
Egypt and the Levant region,
which specializes in provid-
ing integrated security solu-

tions.
Innovative solutions

The company is partlclpatlng in the activities
of the 39th edition of GITEX Dubai Technology 2019
as one of the most important events related to technology in
the Middle East and Africa, where the company showcases
a range of integrated security solutions for our customers

2 million job

opportunities
available in the
glohal data secu-
rity market

in light of the growing Hall of users of in-
formation technology, computers and mo-

age.

bile phones, and therefore we hope that
the principles of “information protec-
tion” as a curriculum for our students
in schools to have a culture of optimal
dealing With their data in the digital

He added that we provide solutions
to secure mobile devices for users who

download them from the Internet at a cost
of about $ 20 per month that can protect us-
ers’ data from any spying or penetration of their

devices and steal their information or financial black-
mail or use their devices in criminal operations without
feeling.

Inattendance of the Minister of MCIT, Minister of manpower, the Minister of higher education

Huawei Organizes the First ICT Talent Bank An-
nual Gonference

By : Nelly All

Attended by the Minis-
ter of MCIT, Minister of
manpower, the Minister
of higher education, and
Chinese ambassador,
Huawei, a leading global
provider of information
and  communications
technology, organized
the first ICT Talent Bank
annual conference on the
Ist of October in Cairo,
Egypt. With the inten-
tion to accelerate digital
transformation and max-
imize digital dividends,
the conference advocat-
ed an aggressive strategy
to identify young talents
and nurture their capa-
bilities.

“In Huawei ICT Talent
Bank we build an open,
dynamic ecosystem for
shared success. We col-
laborate with all parties,
including governments,

industry  organizations,
enterprises, universities,
and other academic in-
stitutions.” Added Vin-
cent Sun, CEO of Hua-
wei Egypt “Egypt has a
young population that is
full of potential. There-
fore, it is our responsibil-
ity to continuously culti-
vate these young people
and form the ICT Talent
Bank as a step toward
making Egypt a hub for
ICT talent in the future.”
After highlighting the
importance of digitali-
zation and the govern-
ment’s strategy to invest
in local talents, Amr
Taalat the minister of

ommunications  and

Information Technol-
ogy described the min-
istry’s partnership with
Huawei as an influential
milestone towards culti-
vating Egyptian talents
and achieving digital
transformation. ~ “The
ministries in attendance
today aim to create and
support new calibers in
order to offer more job
opportunities, enhance
the citizen’s experience,
rationalize the usage of
national resources and
regain Egypt’s status as
an essential destination
for ICT intelligence.”
Taalat previously visited
Huawei’s headquarters
to discuss the company’s
capabilities in chip set
and cloud computing.

Mohamed Saafan, the
Minister of manpower
was more focused to
tackle the subject of
mutual support between
Huawei and the minis-
try. “What we saw today
is spectacular because
it aims to invest in the
intellectual potential
of youth and that is the

wisest investment in the
world. The ICT talent
bank is a key pillar for
Huawei and we support
their initiative and hope
to make the best use of
it in the coming period.”
Khaled Abdel Ghaffar,
the Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific
Research was also keen
to discuss the impor-
tance of the current col-
laboration between the
government and Huawei
in order to encourage re-
search and development.
“Today’s initiative ‘reach,
train and recruit’ by ICT
talent bank is amazing
because we have already
worked with Huawei
in universities through
their specialized acad-
emies and we have also
collaborated with them
in training fresh-grad
calibers. Technology is
set to change the way we
know life in the coming
five to ten years; there-
fore, it is important for
us to prepare our youth
to the careers of the fu-
ture.”

“Huawei is one of the

biggest suppliers of ICT
solution in the Egyptian
market and it has also
participated positively in
the network construction
of Egypt.” Added Liao
Ligiang, the Chinese
ambassador to Egypt

“the Egyptian youth is

outstanding and quite
smart so china is very
glad to cooperate with
Egypt in regards to tech-
nology and smart econo-
my development.”
Determined to invest in
young local talents, Hua-
wei is already in the pro-
cess to establish Huawei
ICT academies. After
signing a deal with the
ministry of higher edu-
cation to have academies
in private and public uni-
versities over the com-
ing three years, Huawei
aims to welcome 12,000
students per academy;
divided between two
main  specializations;
networks (Switch, rout-
ers, servers) and clouds
(IoT, big data and artifi-
cial intelligence).

Property Finder Launches Instant Chat Feature Between De-

By: )
HE Dr. Aisha Bint
Butti Bin Bishr,

Director General of
Smart Dubai, UAE

Smart government and green economy:
Building a sustainable future for all

Next-generation technologies have long found their way
into the realm of the government sector. In a bid to provide
modern services and systems to the public that are compa-
rable to what the more-funded private sector institutions can
deliver, many governments worldwide have embarked on
what we now call smart government.

Under this all-encompassing phenomenon, we have wit-
nessed public entities integrating advanced technological
innovations into their processes to deliver faster and more
efficient solutions. The end goal is to make members of the
local communities happier and more satisfied through the
provision of high-quality government services. In short, a
high standard of quality living should be achieved by estab-
lishing a modern and effective government system.

With the internet and other modern tools at its core, smart
government has empowered the public by giving them easy,
round-the-clock access to services and an effective platform
to reach out to public authorities. It has also enabled govern-
ment bodies to operate at their optimum best to cater to the
needs of both people and businesses at reduced costs.

More importantly, a government operating under a smart
ecosystem has led to the promotion of better consumption
of resources, therefore helping address the issues of sustain-
ability of resources and environmental degradation. This en-
vironmental component is critical in another global move-
ment that has emerged in light of the devastating effects of
climate change.

Worldwide, we have seen mounting calls for sustainable
development, and a key aspect of achieving this much-
needed progress is for countries to adopt the framework
of the green economy. The United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) defines an inclusive green economy as
an economic model that “improves human well-being and
builds social equity while reducing environmental risks and
scarcities .”

Dialogues and debates surrounding the green economy con-
tinue as they should be. But all these should be accompanied
by concrete actions. By pushing to have a smart government,
we are also in effect taking that vital step towards shifting
to a green economy. Now, the focus will be on embracing
green technologies and leveraging innovation as a tool to
enable sustainable development. This way, smart govern-
ment and green economy complement each other. They are
key to building a sustainable future for all. To discuss more,
I look forward to meeting you at the WGES 2019, which
will take place at on October 20th and 21st at Dubai Inter-
national Convention and Exhibition Centre.

By ; Mohamed Ayman

As a part of its plan to rely on the easiest technology ap-
plications to connect the real estate market and develop-
ers to potential clients, Property Finder, the leading real
estate marketing platform, unveiled an instant chat feature
between developers, or brokers and clients via WhatsApp.
This innovative step comes in line with Property Finder’s
vision of adapting new and fast technological tools that
will allow the developers and brokers to reach the targeted
clients, in the fastest way possible. At the same time, it
facilitates the communication between the client and the
sales representative of the real estate companies, without
facing the obstacle of finding the correct mean of commu-

nication to the broker, to get all the information about the
units offered for sale through the platform. Mr. Moham-
med Hammad, Country Manager of Property Finder Egypt,
announced the launch of the instant messaging feature on
WhatsApp as one of the innovative features offered by the
platform to facilitate the search for various types of real es-
tate units; as the company’s vision is based on facilitating
searches for real estate for the user, all while providing the
developer or broker an opportunity to introduce the ameni-
ties of the units across all networks of advanced digital
platforms. He pointed out that such features would save
the client from a lot of advertisement calls for real estate
units, which may not be of interest to him.

— —J

SCTDAtolaunchnew Smartservices during
GITEX2019 participation

By ; Ahmed Soluman

The Sharjah Commerce and Tourism Development Au-
thority (SCTDA) announced that it will participate at
GITEX Technology Week 2019, which will take place
from October 6-10 at Dubai World Trade Centre, under
the umbrella of the Sharjah Government. Underscoring
its commitment to harnessing

the power of technology in its

efforts to promote Sharjah’s

tourism sector, SCTDA will

launch new innovative ser-

vices at the Sharjah Pavilion

of the event.

SCTDA’s participation in GI-

TEX 2019 is set to draw at-

tention to the ongoing digital

transformation in the hospital-

ity and tourism industry. With

the increased connectivity of

devices, the industry is tak-

ing advantage of big data to enhance customer experience.
Keeping pace with the rapid technological advancements,
SCTDA has developed a wide range of solutions to serve
tourists, travel and tourism establishments and other
stakeholders in the emirate, with an aim to meet the objec-
tives of the Sharjah Tourism Vision 2021.

Dubai South'setto highlight readiness to
meetgrowth demand of glohal techecono:
myat GITEX2019

By ; Wasem Emam

With its capabilities aligned with the needs of a growing
global economy driven by technology, Dubai South an-
nounced that it will take part at GITEX Technology Week
2019, the biggest technology show in MENA and South
Asia. This year’s theme, ‘Synergizing the Mind and Tech-
nology Economy’, fittingly promotes Dubai South’s key
focus as a business hub — to provide smart services and fa-
cilities that support the ever-growing technology economy.
Dubai South will be showcasing EZDubai, the recently
launched e-commerce hub

within the Logistics District,

and the Business Park’s range

of business office solutions

that meet the business setup

needs of today’s leading

global technology compa-

nies as well as trend-setting

tech start-ups. It will offer

specially designed packages

during the event, which will

take place from October 6 to

10, 2019 at the Dubai World

Trade Centre.

Businesses seeking to set up offices or facilities within the
Business Park will have the opportunity to avail an attrac-
tive set of offers catered to meet their requirements during
GITEX and for the month of October. The first package
offers E-License which include eight types of business
activities free of charge for the first year and a choice of
Business Park Exclusive fitted office, at an affordable cost
per month inclusive of service charges and utilities, and an
incentive of three months’ rent free for the first year.
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Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications for “Alam Rakamy™:

Interview: Khaled Hassan

Prepared for publication: Nelly ALL

Minister of Communications and Information Technol-
ogy Dr. Amr Talaat said that his recent visit to France was
divided into two main axes. The first one focused on the
conclusion of a number of agreements with three of the
largest French universities specialized in human capac-
ity building and the rehabilitation of young people in the
field of intelligence. Synthetic and modern technological
specialties to help us build a large Qagda of human com-
petencies strongly required in these areas, both in the lo-
cal market or the world.

The second axis focused on meeting with a group of

French companies specialized in the field of information

and communication technology, headed by Or-
ange. Valio, to enhance their current invest-
ments in Egypt and expand the creation of
new jobs for human competencies in the |
field of research and development. /
He added that a competition will be
launched for Egyptian startups in the
field of information technology, in
cooperation between Egypt and the
French government, to encourage entre-
preneurship and startups.

In response to the question of * Alam
Rakamy ’, he said that we are preparing to

establish 6 technological innovation communities
within Egyptian universities during 2019, where we have
already established two complexes in Alexandria and As-
siut, and will be available to students and non-students
interested in innovation and entrepreneurship to provide
a range of services for them to help them develop Their
capabilities and expertise in innovation and entrepreneur-
ship in cooperation with ITIDA.

In response to the question of “ Alam Rakamy “ about
the extent of interest in the localization of the electronics
industry, Dr. Amr Talaat said that electronics are a stra-
tegic industry and national security for us, so we have
a plan and an integrated program to develop and reset-
tle it over the next five years and provide all its needs,
whether through the preparation and rehabilitation of hu-
man resources or through A set of incentives for local and
international companies to produce and design electronic

ring his visit
D France: agreementsSh.
with international
institutions and com-
panies to supporttech-
nological innovation
E1 LT TG LI {Y Concerning the possibility
neurship

‘devices similar to what ‘
happened in the techno- |
logical zone in Assiut.
One entity for commu-
nications

of splitting Telecom Egypt,
the Minister of Communications
said that his speech was cut off from
the context and that Telecom Egypt will remain

as a unified company working as an integrated operator
to provide telecommunications services and will not be
divided at all.

Dr. Amr Talaat said that what is currently being discussed
and is the development of the internal organizational
structure of Telecom Egypt is nothing more to improve
its services and development according to the needs of
its customers.

Enabling environment for innovation

He stressed the importance of concerted efforts between
the public and private sectors, civil society and innova-
tors to create an environment conducive to the growth of
innovative work, which is the mainstay of information
technology, and to enable young people to transform
their creative ideas into products and companies that con-
tribute to economic growth and create more jobs, and is

—7 II!I an unprecedented
* digital transformation
and the launch of 174
digital government
services in Port Said
by the end of 2019

dedicated to Egypt’s leadership in the region. Entrepre-
neurship, especially as Egypt is the second largest coun-
try in the Middle East and North Africa in the volume of
investments attracted in the field of telecommunications
and information technology; noting that there is a huge
movement in this area where last year saw the establish-
ment of 1500 companies New in the field of communica-
tions and information technology, and 9 acquisitions of
international companies to Egyptian companies, and the
volume of investment in small and medium-sized busi-
nesses about $ 171 million by the growth of the previous
year by about 23%.
38% contribution of small companies to GDP

Dr Talaat explained that micro, small and medium en-

terprises contribute to Egypt s GDP and 38%
of the total number of jobs in the Egyptian
labor market, stressing that MCIT has
adopted many policies aimed at promot-
ing entrepreneurship, entrepreneurship
and technological innovation in Egypt.
The ministry agreed with the French
government to launch a competition in
entrepreneurship in the field of telecom-
munications and information technology
in the disciplines of health care, smart cit-
ies and financial technology. The winners
will be announced in February and a number
of agreements have been signed with French com-
panies to sponsor innovation and entrepreneurship in the
fields of telecommunications, insurance technology and
healthcare.
Digital transformation
He added that Egypt is witnessing an unprecedented
digital transformation. A package of digital government
services has been launched in Port Said Governorates as
a pilot project which is scheduled to reach by the end of
this year 174 digital services that will be made available
through a digital platform and mobile applications. The
technology, which allows private companies to build mo-
bile applications that connect with the digital system set
up by the Ministry, in the framework of working to stimu-
late the private sector and activate its role in the digital
transformation system, which is the largest in the history
of mechanization and business automation in Egypt.

Interview: Khaled Hassan

Prepared for publication: Adel Farig
Engineer Tarek El-Qady, founder of the
Tekny Summit, a specialist in entrepre-
neurship and support to start-up companies,
said in response to the question of “Alam
Rakamy “ that the field of entrepreneur-
ship is still a new concept for Egypt and the
Mid- dle East, but grow-
ing at increas-
ing rates and
enough to

0 thousand
average investment

of “VC”fundsin YRS
< the amount
entrenﬂ_}neursmn of Invest-
Gnmnanle§ and no ments  in
one maximum startups  in
the Middle

East region ex-

ceeded 950 million

dollars, where the UAE came first and took
25% of these investments, about 240 mil-
lion dollars, followed by Egypt in second
place with a value of 171 million dollars.
These investments are expected to grow in
2019 Approx1mately 30%

...............................

Technl Smit is an 1nternat10nal event that

Tarek El-Kady, Founder of Tekny Summit for “ Alam Rakamy “:
$ 111 million foreign investments in Egyptian technology startups and 30% annual growth rate

focuses on multiple industries, invest-
ment and entrepreneurship in
particular, aiming to influ-
ence the different fields

and communities of start-

ups in the Mediterrane-

an region by offering

different  technolo-

gies and ways of ap- ;i il
plying them to each
industry.

*

............................

Dr. Talaat praised 7=
the diversity of pro-
jects and innovative
ideas that reflect the
outstanding level of
creative youth, calling
on youth to further devel-
op Their ideas, take advan-
tage of the programs offered by
MCIT to embrace innovative ideas

and turn them into value-added products.
Increased awareness is required

- Our goal is to help start-up companies and
owners of ideas as well as small companies

f-ﬂmu“p ':

to identify the opportunities of conces-
sional financing by VCs “VC” as
well as the definition of these
funds companies that have
= the ingredients of growth
and success and how to
get a share of them and
maximize the benefit
of this investment and
multiply.
- Already last year we
organized a course in
Ukraine, and our goal
, was to provide the op-
portunity for compa-
nies and entrepreneurs
in the development of in-
formation technology solu-
tions to display and promote,
as well as transfer our exper-
tise in organizing such events to
turn the summit from a local event to
an international event that helps in market-
ing for companies Related Solutions Inno-
vative Solutions.
Evaluation criteria
@ ?

ALLZ R

- In fact, it is difficult to determine the
amount of financing that can be invested
in startups, as it depends on the process
of evaluation and what it owns and future
growth opportunities, but on average this
type of investment ranges between $ 50 -
120 thousand dollars and of course there
are companies that can get to multiply this
Financing according to the degree of con-
tinuity of its success and it meets the real
demand existing in the market and viable.

- I agree with you that the Egyptian com-
panies that have achieved international suc-
cess are still small, but we have companies
to draw attention strongly, including the
company Swivel, which succeeded in at-
tracting 82 million dollars from funds and
foreign investors, not that it has not been
established almost two and a half years
next to the company “Otlob” and “ Hor-
monk soon predicted that in the coming
years, companies and intellectuals would
be increasingly aware of the importance of
this type of investment, without financial
burdens, in developing their competitive-
ness.

Spending on Artificial Intelligence Systems in the Middle East & Africa to Top $374 Million in 2020

By ; Saber Mohamed

Spending on artificial intelligence (AI)
systems in the Middle East and Africa
(MEA) is expected to maintain its strong
growth trajectory as businesses continue
to invest in projects that utilize the ca-
pabilities of Al software and platforms.
That’s according to the latest forecast
from global technology research and
consulting firm International Data Cor-
poration (IDC), with a recent update to
the firm’s Worldwide Artificial Intelli-
gence Systems Spending Guide showing
that spending on Al systems in MEA is
expected to reach $374.2 million next
year, up from $261.8 million in 2018
and an anticipated $310.3 million in

2019. Over the longer term, IDC expects
spending in the region to increase at a
compound annual growth rate (CAGR)
of 19% for the 2018-2023 period.

“The AI software applications and Al
platforms markets continue to show
steady growth in the MEA region, and
we expect this momentum to continue
over the forecast period,” says Manish
Ranjan, IDC’s program manager for
software and cloud in the Middle East,
Africa, and Turkey. “The use of Al and
machine learning (ML) is on the rise in
a wide variety of business applications
from ERP and CRM to analytics, content
management, and collaboration solu-
tions. Many global vendors have started

embedding AIl, ML, and cognitive ap-
plications to provide ultimate business
benefits to their users.”

Spending on Al systems in the region
will be led by the banking and retail in-
dustries. Together, these verticals will
account for more than 33% of spend-
ing in 2020, followed by federal/central
governments and telecommunication
industry. Investments in Al systems
across MEA will continue to be driven
by a wide range of use cases. The three
largest use cases — automated customer
service agents, IT automation, and auto-
mated threat intelligence and prevention
systems — will account for around 30%
of total Al spending in 2020.

“With the growing adoption of various
use cases across all industries, organiza-
tions are continuing to invest significant-
ly in optimizing their business processes,
automating their operations and enhanc-
ing their products and services offerings
in order to maximize the overall custom-
er experience,” says Ranjan.
Looking at individual countries, IDC’s
forecast shows South Africa account-
ing for 20.5% of Al spending in MEA
during 2020, followed by the UAE on
19.7%. Saudi Arabia will be the region’s
third-biggest spender next year with
15.7% share. Turkey will rank fourth,
accounting for 11.1% of regional Al
spending.

Orange Egynt is the official sponsor of Esports Summit 2019, the largest online gaming event in the Middle East

By ; Bakinam Khaled

Orange Egypt, the fastest network in
Egypt, has sponsored the Esports Sum-
mit 2019, the largest online gaming event
in the Middle East, which was launched
from 26 to 28 September at The Field in
Maadi in Cairo.

Orange Egypt’s sponsorship of the event
comes in light of its keenness to support
and support all the events that concern
the Egyptian youth and meet their pas-
sion and needs.

Orange Egypt was present at the event
through side events and competitions

T

orange

during which it unveiled its latest offers
to take advantage of the huge Internet
speeds it offers, which benefit fans of
electronic games. The Esports Sum-
mit provided a great opportunity for all
those who are interested in the electronic
games in Egypt from having a fun expe-
rience to compete and win huge prizes as
well as competitions that qualify the win-
ner to international tournaments outside
Egypt.

The event included competitions in com-
bat and sports such as PUBG, Fortnite,
Apex Legends, Naruto and FIFA.

For her part, Maha Nagy, executive vice
president of the advertising sector at Or-
ange Egypt, said that he is happy to spon-
sor “Orange” for the event, adding that
the company is always keen to be present
in all events of interest to young people,
especially since a large section of the
Egyptian youth is very passionate about
electronic games and we are here to sup-
port a huge event Bring them together to
share fun and have an exciting experi-
ence “Games have become a huge in-
dustry and international tournaments are
organized.” It is no longer just a game.

By:
Francisco Benedito

Co-Founder, Climate Blockchain

Countries across continents have been accelerating their ef-
forts to pass key policies that are aligned with the imple-
mentation of the Paris Agreement. Already, many nations
have begun their decarbonization efforts and are about to
become carbon neutral, which reflect their seriousness to
live up to their commitment to build a carbon-free world for
their citizens and the people around the world.
Undoubtedly, as we race against time to achieve sustainable
development, carbon emission is going to be the reference
point for everything in the next 30 years. Today, govern-
ments are already preparing to execute mandatory regula-
tions in their respective territories so as to make sure that
both public and private sector entities toe the line when it
comes to reducing their carbon footprint across different
scopes of their activities and operations.

Next-generation technology is going to remain at the core
of the carbon footprint reduction efforts for many organi-
zations. Modern tools will be the key for companies and
organizations to increase their efficiency without further
harming the environment.

It is no surprise then that several institutions have already
begun investing in solar and biomass power plants, renew-
able projects, carbon capturing, smart meters, and many
other innovative projects designed to promote efficient and
sustainable use of resources and protect our natural sur-
roundings.

These technologies have emerged as of late in the midst of
mounting sustainability calls and rising global movement
towards combating climate change. Smart meters, for one,
enable substantial energy savings, while modern innovative
tools promoting efficient use of water have been developed
as well.

An example of an entity involved in green technology is
Swiss cleantech company Climeworks. In partnership with
Reykjavik Energy, Climeworks has developed a technology
capable of directly capturing carbon dioxide from ambient
air for permanent storage underground as per the descrip-
tion in the company’s website. This innovative technology
serves as a carbon removal solution, which is a huge stride
in the ongoing global efforts to reverse the effects of climate
change.

In a bid to contribute to the international sustainability ef-
forts, Swedish company Eco Wave Power has also devel-
oped its own green technology. The organization created a
patented, smart, and cost-efficient technology designed to
turn ocean and sea waves into green electricity.

Carbon trading has also emerged to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. Carbon credits marketplace provides organisa-
tions and consumers a single platform for carbon offsetting.
Using blockchain technology, fintech company ClimateT-
rade, for instance, has built a platform where companies and
consumers can offset their carbon footprint through invest-
ment in environmental projects as well as disruptive tech-
nologies developed to tackle the impact of climate change.
One of the leading companies that sells its credits through
ClimateTrade is Co2 Revolution.

Co2 Revolution is at the forefront of promoting drone-
powered reforestation, an approach that aims to address the
problem of deforestation. Through tree-planting drones, we
can now reforest extensive areas in a fraction of the time
that it takes if we do it manually.

On the issue of finite water supply, one of the biggest prob-
lems in the next few years is going to be the lack of pure
water to drink and supply for irrigation, to name a few. We
will have high shortages in some countries and most of the
supply will not be fit for consumption.

There is one company using artificial intelligence (Al) to
find sources of water under the soil. WaterQuest is an eco-
conscious socially responsible company established in 2015
based on Al-driven virtual prospecting program. The com-
pany deploys its technology to map, identify, develop, and
manage decentralized, sustainable self-recharging perennial
groundwater sources. It employs Al’s data-driven methods
to model and forecast non-linear hydrological processes, in
addition to handling large amounts of dynamicity and noise
concealed in datasets.

These are just some of the examples of the rising number of
organisations across sectors that have been fully harnessing
the power of technologies to help fast-track the global com-
munity’s transition to a green economy and ensure its path
towards sustainable development.

Admittedly, much still needs to be done in our shift to a
green economy. Concerted efforts should be consistently
implemented in this department to have a prosperous future
without harming the planet. To discuss more on this, let’s
meet at the World Green Economy Summit (WGES) 2019,
which will take place on October 20th and 21st at the Dubai
International Convention and Exhibition Centre.

— —

lowing Goldman Sachs $147 million funding

By ; Shaima Hassan

Global cyber protection expert, Acronis, is now in the pro-
cess of stepping up its expansion drive and market position
consolidation after it was awarded the Unicorn status by
global investment banking, securities and investment man-
agement giant, Goldman Sachs.

Armed with a US$147 million funding round by Goldman
Sachs, Acronis is now poised to expand its operations in
the Middle East, Singapore, Bulgaria and Arizona, build
additional data centers as well as grow through strategic
acquisitions.

In a move that is largely seen as a market penetration strat-
egy for the Middle East region, Acronis will be making its
presence felt at this year’s GITEX Technology Week. GI-
TEX, which is scheduled to start on October 6, is arguably
the largest technology show in the Middle East, North Af-
rica and South Asia.

According to Acronis, GITEX Technology Week presents
a good opportunity to showcase its cyber protection capa-
bilities and most importantly how the region can benefit
from its expertise. Its GITEX participation comes against a
backdrop of heightened malware attacks in the UAE, which
have increased by 12 percent in the first three months of
2019.

The UAE is one of the most digital-savvy countries in the
Middle East - a position that makes it more vulnerable to
cyber-attacks due to its high digital consumer.



Khaled@alamrakamy.com
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