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NTRA meets with the leaders of Yodafone Egypt in the presence of the user who Is the owner of the quarrel

By :Mohamed EI Kholy -

Helmy

Within the framework of the National
Regulatory Au-

Telecommunications

thority “NTRA” carrying out a role in

protecting users’ rights and achieving a
balanced relationship between users of
telecommunications services and their
providers, the NTRA, headed by Eng.
Hossam El-Gamal, summoned the lead-
ers of Vodafone Egypt to investigate the
quarrel that occurred in one of the com-
pany’s branches, which was recently
circulated through the means of commu-

Mohamed

nication The social event was attended

by Ahmed Bayoumi (the user who was

the owner of the quarrel), in order to find
out the circumstances of that incident
and review the procedures and policies
applied by the company in dealing with
users and to detect any shortcomings
that might negatively affect the relation-
ship with users.

The agency stressed that the regulatory
instructions and procedures it imposes
on companies operating in the sector
are binding and not tolerated. On the
other hand, the Agency reviewed the

Schneider Electric Makes Procter & Gamble's Egyptian

By : Bakinam Khaled -
Weal Elhoseny

Procter & Gamble has cho-
sen Schneider Electric to
install a range of technolo-
gies that will improve pro-
duction efficiency, minimize
unplanned downtime and
improve resource sustain-
ability at the company’s
factory in Cairo’s 6th of Oc-
tober Industrial zone. The
technology, which includes
Internet-of-Things-con-
nected hardware and cloud-
based software and artificial
intelligence, will enhance
security, optimize electricity
usage and reduce downtime
for P&G’s manufacturing
lines by monitoring, ana-
lyzing and optimizing the
plant’s electrical infrastruc-
ture.

Procter & Gamble’s manu-
facturing team wanted to
put in place a solution that
would enhance production
through eliminating un-
scheduled downtime and
improving machine reliabil-
ity. They turned to Schnei-
der Electric, who proposed
a combination of hardware,
software and services to
future-proof the site and en-
sure safety and quality at the
factory.

Sigiide

“This is one of our most
important factories in the
region, and it’s a manufac-
turing hub both for Egypt
and for the wider Middle
East and Africa,” said Ka-
rim Hussein, P&G October
IV Plant Manager. “We
were looking for technolo-
gies that would benefit our
production lines, to make
them more resilient and sus-
tainable. And what Schnei-
der Electric proposed was
a design that would help us
become much more efficient
and optimize our energy us-
age moving forward.”

The solution, which in-
cludes low and medium
voltage equipment as well
as uninterruptible power
supply units, will be inter-
net-enabled, allowing for
the site’s infrastructure to
be monitored by Schnei-
der Electric’s EcoStruxure
software. Power Monitor-
ing Expert will give the
factory’s operations team in-
sights into electrical system

health and energy efficiency
so they can make informed
decisions to improve power
system performance. EcoS-
truxure Asset Advisor soft-
ware will evaluate live data
from critical connected as-
sets and apply advanced an-
alytics to identify potential
threats such as equipment
failure. Schneider Electric
will also provide a compre-
hensive service offering, to
further support operations at
the plant.

“Procter & Gamble has al-
ways been a pioneer in
terms of its operations, and
this technology will ensure
that the factory will remain
an exemplary facility,” said
Marc Charabati, Schneider
Electric’s  Field Services
Vice president. “Our tech-
nology will reduce down-
time and response time for
any equipment issues, in-
crease system lifetime due
to predictive maintenance,
and ensure overall system
reliability. Just as important-
ly, this technology will help
Procter & Gamble reduce
capital and operating costs,
whilst optimizing energy
usage, making this facility
more sustainable and pro-
ductive.”

The agency

nies operating in the Egyptian market

the need to
implementati

ing with the public in their branches or

through call

qualify employees to deal with users in
accordance with the data and procedures

IHS Holding Limited Reports:
$401 million Third Quarte

By : Adel Farig - Basel Khaled

IHS Holding Limited (NYSE: IHS) (“IHS
Towers” or the “Company”), one of the largest
independent owners, operators and developers
of shared telecommunications infrastructure in
the world by tower count, today reported finan-
cial results for the third quarter ended Septem-
ber 30, 2021.

reconciliation report concluded between
the company and the user and made
sure that the reconciliation process took
place naturally and with the user’s sat-
isfaction and without any pressures or
external influences.

also stressed the compa-

periodically review the
on of procedures for deal-

centers, and the need to
policy Regarding

Revenue increased 8.1% to
r 2021 Financial Results

while reducing our risk premium, demonstrat-
ing ITHS’ continued commitment to the African
and Latam continents and illustrating the types
of exciting digital infrastructure opportunities
available to us in the emerging markets.
As a newly listed company on the New York
Stock Exchange, delivering strong organic and
inorganic growth, we look

Sam Darwish, IHS Towers Chief
Executive Officer, stated, “I am
delighted to be reporting our
first set of results as a public
company and am pleased with
our financial and operational
performance, which met our

Towers of strenqt

forward to the future and are
satisfied with the results we
have announced today.”

The table below sets forth
select unaudited financial re-
sults for the quarters ended
September 30, 2021 and Sep-

expectations. Today, we are the
fourth largest independent multinational tower
company and the only such company focused
solely on emerging markets, where our critical
infrastructure helps connect underserved com-
munities to bridge the digital divide.

Our global tower count now stands at more
than 30,500, which is almost 3,000 more than
last year as a result of our acquisitions in Latam
earlier this year and our new build program
there. In Nigeria, we are rolling out fiber con-
nectivity, as well as our rural telephony offering
which is connecting some of the most remote
communities.

We continue to enhance our revenue through
investments in ancillary telecom infrastructure
technologies such as small cells, DAS and fiber
and are excited about the imminent closure
of the TIM fiber transaction. Our diversifica-
tion strategy remains an important focus, as
evidenced by the TIM fiber transaction and our
entry last month into Egypt through a licensed
partnership. Together, these transactions con-
tinue our focus on attractive growth markets,

tember 30, 2020:

Adjusted EBITDA and RLFCF are non-IFRS
financial measures. See “Use of Non-IFRS Fi-
nancial Measures” for additional information
and a reconciliation to the most comparable
IFRS measures.

During the third quarter of 2021, revenue was
$400.5 million compared to $368.3 million for
the third quarter of 2020, an increase of $32.2
million, or 8.7%. The third quarter of 2020
was positively impacted by a one-time revenue
catch-up of $13.1 million driven by retrospec-
tive currency-related amendments to contracts
with MTN Nigeria Communications PLC. Or-
ganic growth was $43.6 million, or 11.8%. Or-
ganic growth was driven primarily by escala-
tions, lease amendments and foreign exchange
resets, as well as new sites and new colocations.
Aggregate inorganic revenue was $6.8 million
for the three month period ended September 30,
2021. The increases in organic and the value of
inorganic revenue in the period were partially
offset by a negative 4.9% movement in foreign
exchange rates of $18.2 million.

Startup Competition 2022, less
than 2 weeks left to apply

100U &

sturtup |||i|‘ Enterprise Forum Illi(- Enterprise Forum

S Aubin

$160K

By : Bakinam Khaled — Adel Farig

As you may already know, the Startup
Competition has already started and the
deadline to apply is getting closer! Are you
an Entrepreneur with an innovative idea?
Don’t miss your chance to apply to the
competition BEFORE December 6, 2021.
For this edition of the Startup Competition,
we will be taking you to Al-Madinah Al-
Munawara, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to
attend the Final Event, the Startup Invest-

APPLY BEFORE
DECEMBER 6, 2021

MITARABCOMPETITION.COM

By : Nahla Ahmed — Mohamed Shawky
Body worn cameras (BWCs) are increas-
ingly being used by law enforcement agen-
cies to provide greater transparency. It is es-
sential that customers select the right body
worn camera to match their actual require-
ments. Hytera’s latest body worn camera, the
VM750D, is designed to capture, store and
upload evidence such as pictures, video and
audio recorded in the field. BWCs can play a
vital role in building trust with the public by
promoting better police officer accountability
and by enhancing the transparency of inci-
dents involving police and citizens.

160° Diagonal Field of View ,The super wide-
angle camera allows users to capture more ob-
jects in a broader scope. Even at a distance of
one meter away, the VM750D can accurately
capture a person’s hand actions.

The VM750D incorporates the multi-func-
\tional sensor that will automatically send an

alarm to the control centre in case the camera
is blocked, stays still beyond preset time, or
is disassembled without authorization, or the
officer lays on the ground. This allows the dis-
patcher to know the conditions of the BWC
in the field.

Near field communication (NFC) technol-
ogy enables ID switchover just by holding
the NFC card to the BWC. This simplifies

" Hytera Launches Body Worn Camera UM750D for Safe, Smart and Transparent
Communications

the process of ID switchover, enhances BWC
availability, and reduces unnecessary expense.
The Hytera VM750D also serves as a push-to-
talk over cellular (PoC) two-way radio oper-
ating over 3G, 4G or WLAN networks. This
allows users to make a voice call simply by
pressing the push-to-talk (PTT) key. Thanks
to the device’s advanced noise reduction tech-
nology, the camera picks up the voice while
removing the ambient noise. The BWC has
two powerful 1.5-watt speakers to deliver
loud and clear audio during the call, even in
very noisy environments.

The VM750D can also be paired with a nar-
rowband two-way radio to act as a remote
speaker microphone (RSM). After connecting
the BWC to a radio via Bluetooth or a data
cable, users can make voice calls by press-
ing the oversized PTT key. This helps reduce
the burden on the user, as they do not have to

approved by the National Telecommuni-
cations Regulatory Authority.

For his part, Mr. Ayman Essam, Head of
the External Relations and Legal Affairs
Sector at Vodafone Egypt, thanked the
National Telecommunications Regula-
tory Authority for its quick intervention
and standing for the whole truth, stress-
ing that what happened with Mr. Ahmed
Bayoumi is an individual incident that
cannot happen and does not represent
the company, and that the company’s
customer
which would have provided the service

carry another RSM. )

| Whiteshield Partners involves younger generation in public policy making focus- |

ment Forum (SIF) and the StartSmart Con- |

ference. Saudi Arabia’s vision for 2030 is
based on three pillars: a vital society, a
thriving economy, and an ambitious nation.
Now isn’t this the dream and the right mar-
ket for every aspiring entrepreneur to kick
off their career in?

Not only will we be taking our 60 semi-
finalist teams with us to Saudi Arabia, but
the 9 selected winners (3 from each track)
will receive a non-equity cash prize of
$160k. Yes, you read that right. All our
semifinalist teams will also benefit from
exposure to more than 50 speakers, judges,
and INVESTORS from international and
regional companies to pitch their ideas
to and potentially get instant investments
from!

The breakdown of the Non-Equity cash
prize of $160K is as follows The first prize
for both the Startup and Social Entrepre-
neurship tracks is $50K per team , The
first prize for the Ideas track is 15K , The
prize for the first runner-up of each track is
10k and The prize for the second runner-up
of each track is SK.

Do you want to know how to make your
application stand out?

Make sure you attend our LIVE roadshow
on Instagram to meet the competition’s
organizers who will be answering all your
questions and giving you free insider tips.
And guess what? At the end of the live
roadshow, we will be selecting the MOST
ACTIVE ATTENDEE who will get a 1-on-
1 session with our team to help them per-
fect their application

By ; Nahla Makled - Adel Farig
The recently concluded COP26 summit at

| Glasgow sheds light on the impor-
tance of consolidated efforts on

| addressing the impacts of climate
change and how to connect dif-
ferent areas of public policy
for a comprehensive global
approach. Emphasized by the
Intergovernmental Panel on

| Climate Change, there is an
urgent need to reduce and limit
carbon emissions and other
greenhouse gases to keep tem-
perature rises within 1.5 degrees
Celsius, which scientists recom-
mend to avoid disastrous human
and environmental consequences.

| The severe and irreversible effects caused by
climate change has become magnified over

| the years, and there is a growing call for the
public and private sectors to ramp up efforts
and initiatives to mitigate the effects.

l To contribute to addressing this pressing is-

—_—

By : Bakinam Khaled - Weal
Elhoseny

EDGE, which in just two years
has risen to become one of the
world’s leading advanced tech-
nology and defence groups, has
concluded its participation at
Dubai Airshow on a high with the
launch a range or new cutting-

and suppliers

edge products to market, and the
signing of a several new interna-
tional agreements and partner-
ships with leading OEMs, de-
fence and technology companies,

16 joint developments with sev-
eral major industry players were
signed including Boeing, Em-

ing on climate change

sue, Whiteshield Partners, a global strategy
and public policy advisory firm, has launched
a global public policy competition to encour-
age students from prestigious universities
such as Harvard Kennedy School, London
School of Economics, HEC Paris, Stan-
ford, Cambridge University, Bocconi,
and ESADE to come up with policies
and solutions focused on mitigating
the effects of climate change. Students
. wishing to participate in the competi-
tion are invited to submit their applica-
tion on or before the deadline, Novem-
ber 23, 2021.
In the past years, Whiteshield Partners has
hosted interactive global public policy case
seminars in prestigious universities allowing
students to gain insights, practical knowledge
and experience in public policymaking. The
initiative has transformed into a global com-
petition to prepare the next generation further
to formulate strategies and public policies,
particularly on critical and crucial issues such
as climate change.

braer, Raytheon Emirates

, CATIC,
Lockheed Martin, L3Harris, 1AL,
GIFAS, STRATA, SANAD, LEI-
DOS, and ANSYS, among others,
and opened the Middle East and
Africa Distribution Centre in Abu
Dhabi with China’s CATIC.

His Excellency Faisal Al Ban-
nai, CEO and Managing Director,

Commenting on the competition, Fadi Farra
said: “Through initiatives such as this com-
petition, we empower the next generation as |
we face critical and pressing issues that will
affect their future”. Farra also added, “Strate-
gic public policymaking is crucial to address
climate change and global warming; this is
why we strive to equip the younger genera-
tions with the necessary knowledge, skills,
and experience needed to formulate strategies
and policies for global issues.” |
On his part, Anthony O’Sullivan Director and
Partner of Whiteshield Partners said: “As em—l
phasized during the COP26 summit, we need
effective multidisciplinary policymaking in-
volving all relevant stakeholders, including
the energy, commitment and innovative ideas
from the younger generations, to achieve our
sustainability goals. That is why our company |
reaffirms its commitment to providing stu-
dents with opportunities to participate in strat-
egy and policymaking, especially on signifi-
cant issues such as climate change that affect

— —

EDGE Group, said: “This suc-
cess is testament to the resilience
of the industry and the incredible
strides EDGE is making in trans-
forming the technology land-
scape in the UAE, to introduce
advanced products and services
for export globally. We are the
sum of many innovative parts

— —

EDGE Group Reinforces Commitment UAE's Global Advanced Technology Capahilities at Dubai Airshow

with a start-up mentality, backed
by economies of scale. The 13
products launched this week join
over 20 cutting-edge indigenous
products and services introduced
over the past two years, with a
further 40 under development,
and we are forging stronger part-
nerships with established OEMs

to 44 million users, is something that the
company will not deviate from.

For his part, Mr. Ahmed Bayoumi, the
owner of the quarrel, indicated that he is
convinced that what happened is an in-
dividual accident and not an institutional
accident, and that he is confident in the
integrity of the investigations and inter-
nal audit procedures that the company
conducts with customer service employ-
ees in this regard, and Mr. Ahmed Bay-
oumi praised the role of the National Au-
thority To organize communications and
his response to what happened.

rights,

hY:
Loran Lazarevic

Chief Technology Officer at Erics-
son Middle East and Africa

Microwave Technology - Enabling
9G Around the Globe

At the onset of the pandemic, there were fears that
restrictions in economic activity would halt 5G de-
ployment efforts around the world. However, with
Covid-19 highlighting the significance of cellular tech-
nology and connectivity in these uncertain times, we
have witnessed 5G adoption accelerate at an incredible
rate, at both organizational and industrial levels. Much
of the current 5G momentum could be credited to in-
novations in microwave technology, which is only set
to become increasingly important in the coming years.
Over the last few years, it is safe to say that micro-
wave technology, such as E-bands, have become an
essential part of 5G wireless backhaul support. The
success of E-bands could be credited to their speed,
flexibility, and spectrum availability, which allows for
multi-gigabit connections where fiber is not available.
Being now open for deployment in a vast majority of
countries, E-band is enabling 5G network roll-out all
around the world. As it allows for a less expensive mi-
crowave connection it is becoming increasingly crucial
in building 5G infrastructure in developing countries.
With E-band gaining popularity, there have been con-
cerns about the potential effect wind may have on E-
band link availability. In our latest Microwave Outlook
report, we have tested this issue ourselves by monitor-
ing the impact of wind on almost 500 E-band links for
a year. 32 percent of these links were in fact impacted
by wind, however, we recorded that 95.5 percent had
no error seconds at all. Even the worst impacted link
still had over 99.99 percent availability. From this, we
have come to understand that with proper tools for
careful planning and monitoring, it is possible to con-
trol and mitigate the effect of wind.

As network slicing helps build customized networks
that individually serve specific use cases, it has be-
come an enabler of new 5G services and market op-
portunities. In the near future, we estimate that up to
30 percent of 5G use cases will require network slicing.
Recent advancements in microwave technology and
microwave nodes have placed them in a unique posi-
tion to support network slicing using standard packet
technologies and QoS schemes to ensure successful
deployment in 5G networks. With network slicing set
to play a significant role in the creation of innovative
5G use cases, it is important that telecom operators
around the world turn focus to investments in innova-
tive microwave technology.

Microwave technology has also become a key enabler
for profitable fixed wireless access (FWA) services.
With FWA services such as online gaming and 4K vid-
eo streaming requiring lower latency and high capacity,
microwave transport offers a scalable and future-proof
solution on new or existing sites, with capabilities to
go up to 10Gbps with E-band or Multi-band solutions.
Today, more than 70 percent of all service providers
are offering fixed wireless access (FWA). We forecast
FWA connections to represent 25 percent of the global
mobile data traffic by 2026 and we strongly believe
microwave technology can contribute to this growth.
With data traffic growing year-on-year, so is the de-
mand for microwave backhaul capacity. However, not
all service providers have good access to microwave
backhaul spectrums and can find it challenging to han-
dle the increased data traffic demands. Some countries
that have limited spectrum availability are finding the
ever-growing demand for data traffic put a strain on
their networks. For countries and service providers
who have limited access to spectrum, it is important
to utilize the available spectrum resources in the best
possible way. Our simulations have shown that more
aggressive channel reuse is a prime solution to handle
higher traffic demands in a limited spectrum with tra-
ditional bands. Being properly dimensioned, backhaul
spectrum reuse is also a spectrally efficient and sus-
tainable solution.

In the near future, microwave technology will be criti-
cal to support the capacity needs for 5G in urban and
suburban areas. The June 2021 edition of our Mobility
Report forecasts 5G subscriptions to reach 580 million
by the end of 2021. With the demand for 5G services
increasing rapidly, now is the time for telecom opera-
tors to invest in and leverage innovative microwave
technology alongside traditional frequencies in multi-
band solutions and make true 5G a reality in every cor-
ner of the world.

to continue this trajectory.
“EDGE continues to be a disruptor
in the creation of superior solu-
tions, establishing the UAE as a
world-leading centre for future
industries, with a focus on supe-
rior Autonomous Systems, Elec-
tronic Warfare and Intelligence,
and Smart Weapons.”



d

With the start of work on the new frequencies for mobile TDD technology:
Talat: The new frequencies are a qualitative leap in the quality of voice servic-
es and data transmission services provided

By : Bakinam Khaled — Weal El Honeny

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications and Information
Technology, confirmed that the National Telecommunications
Regulatory Authority approved the start of work with the new
frequencies for mobile phone services in the frequency space
2600 with TDD technology, with a size of 40 MHz, from the
total frequency band that obtained the right to use by compa-
nies (Vodafone Egypt - Etisalat Egypt - Telecom Egypt). ) with
investments estimated at $1.170 billion, stressing that this step
comes within the framework of the efforts of the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology to improve the
quality of communications services provided to users, as oper-
ating the new frequencies will contribute to a qualitative leap
in the quality of voice services and data transmission services
provided to users during the coming period in line with The
highest international determinants and recognized standards
for the quality of services, in a manner that keeps pace with
the increasing demand for telecommunications services in the
Egyptian market, and supports digital transformation and build-

ing a digital Egypt.

The National Telecommunications Regulatory Authority direct-
ed the companies that have the right to use the new frequencies
to take the necessary measures towards maximizing the use of
the new frequencies and applying technical measures that will

Ericsson enables Smarter net- |

By : Bakinam Khaled — Weal El Hoseny

Ericsson launches its Network Data Analytics Function
(NWDAF) solution, based on smarter data-driven networks
that learn and improve. Ericsson’s NWDAF enables service
providers to improve customer experience by using the data
generated by the network to flag and fix problems, thus im-
proving service quality.

For 5G, automation is a continuous endeavor ranging from
automating specific simple and complex tasks to supporting
zero-touch autonomous networking, which requires the ap-
plication of advanced technologies such as artificial intelli-
gence (Al), machine learning (ML) and reasoning. NDWAF
achieves this by getting the right data at the right cost to feed
into the AI/ML models.

NWDAF enhances network operability by providing insight
that helps the service provider identify and solve network
problems on different levels as well as input for taking val-
ued business decisions. One example is automated closed
loops (data retrieval, analytics processing, insights genera-
tion and action enforcement) on different network and ap-
plication levels.

Ericsson’s NWDAF can drive up to 45 percent reduction
in OPEX and CAPEX compared with typical third-party
NWDAF implementation with event exposure. Smart data
acquisition allows more efficient integration and testing,
simpler orchestration and optimal footprint.

Neil McRae, MD Architecture & Strategy, BT Group Chief
Architect says: “At BT we connect for good and our custom-
ers increasing reliance on the network requires us to think
differently. With Ericsson we are working on cloud native
solutions for 5G Core architecture to support multiple gen-
erations of technologies and we see the need for greater au-
tomation and analytics to manage complex networks and
ensuring the best quality experience for our customers. I’'m
pleased to see that Ericsson is launching NWDAF building
upon Ericsson’s built-in software probes and Expert Analyt-
ics (EEA), a natural next step development to enhance closed
loop automation and service assurance that could benefit
BT’s Customer Network Experience (CNE) platform.”
Monica Zethzon, Head of Solution Area Packet Core, Eric-
sson, says: “Everything 5G, especially 5G Core networks,
must be automated. Automation will improve operational
efficiency, reduce time to market for new services and is re-
quired to handle the magnitude of tailor-made services that
will be introduced with 5G. With the launch of NWDAF we
build the automated closed loop and assurance, enabled by
Al and machine learning, to leverage data-driven operation
based on network data.”

James Crawshaw, Principal Analyst, Telco IT & Operations,
Omdia, says: “Ericsson’s NWDAF adds intelligence to the
5G core, bringing new insights that enable automation and
optimization. With this solution, Ericsson shows its technol-
ogy leadership in 5G Core.”
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create networks, raise the efficiency of the use of the frequency
spectrum and end all bottlenecks that may affect the quality of
services quickly, so that users notice a significant improvement
In the quality of voice services and data transmission services
early next year, in conjunction with the efforts made to speed up
the pace of construction of mobile towers, which resulted in a

noticeable increase in the number of established towers.

This step comes after the National Telecommunications Regula-
tory Authority has completed all the regulatory procedures for
evacuating and allocating frequencies, and within the frame-
work of the agency’s comprehensive plan to raise the level of
quality of services provided to citizens.

The National Telecommunications Regulatory Agency, on a
monthly basis, conducts measurements of indicators of the qual-
ity of mobile phone services and sends these results to operators
to take the necessary technical measures to improve the quality
of services provided in the places and areas where poor service
has been monitored. Services in subsequent reports, and if any
poor service quality continues to be monitored in those areas,
the list of penalties and fines will be imposed on companies in
case they exceed the established quality standards.
It is worth noting that the National Telecommunications Regula-
tory Authority had launched the new frequencies with a width
of 2x40 MHz in the frequency band 2600 with TDD technol-
ogy for companies licensed to provide mobile phone services in
Egypt coupled with setting new standards for telecommunica-
tion services provided in the Egyptian market (voice services
- transmission Bayanat) in line with internationally recognized
criteria and standards, as this process resulted in Vodafone
Egypt acquiring 40 MHz and Etisalat

UAE reaches EMEA top ten Fintech deals list in H1'2 with
over $39 hillion invested in EMEA

By : Adel Farig - Mohamed EI Kholy
In the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the
Fintech sector continues to develop and
mature on the back of rising adoption of
digital payments, thriving e-commerce
and a robust digital banking landscape,
stated GoFinance - a first-of-its kind
digital finance and insurance market-
place which promises instant fulfilment
of financial products to its customers.
GoFinance is essentially an online mar-
ketplace for financial products which of-
fers end-to-end solution where customers
can search, compare, choose, apply and
receive with just a tap on their screens.
The platform, in addition to being availa-
ble in English, is a fully Arabised finance
platform in the market, serving as a great
mechanism for the digitally savvy local
population in the UAE and the growing
fintech organisations.
Fintech in the Europe, Middle East, and
Africa (EMEA) region reflect the indus-
try’s global upward trajectory. KPMG’s
Pulse of Fintech H1°21 report stated that
the UAE reached the EMEA top ten Fin-
tech deals list in in H1°21. According to
the same report, total Fintech investment
in EMEA continued to surge, with over
$39 billion invested in H1°21, compared
to 2020’s total of $26 billion.
MAGNitt’s HI 2021 report for the UAE
Startup Ecosystem showed that invest-
ment in Fintech in H1°21 grew by 49
percent YoY, while the sector accounted
for 23 percent of all transactions closed
in Middle East North Africa (MENA) re-
gion in the same period.
“The numbers speak for themselves - Fin-
tech is growing exponentially in the UAE

and across the region. This has been pos-
sible given the UAE government’s con-
stant efforts to foster smart and digital
transformation in the country. The launch
of Dubai Digital Authority (DDA),
launched by His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President and Prime Minister of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai is a testament of the
same. At GoFinance, we understand the
importance of this cooperation and truly
appreciate the innovative solutions and
initiatives launched by the government.
Fintech platforms not only help automate
and streamline processes, but also help
structure data and provide businesses
with a roadmap to optimise new and
efficient ways of doing business,” said
Safwan Khalil, Chief Operating Officer
and Co-founder of GoFinance. Safwan
Khalil has over a decade of experience
working in Dubai government and now
builds private companies, using his ex-
tensive expertise in setting up companies
in Dubai.

Within this new ecosystem of evolving
Fintech, GoFinance is uniquely posi-
tioned to help banks and customers with

the ease of performing their everyday
financial activities from the comfort
of their homes. Digitisation has trans-
formed the way retail banking works and
GoFinance wishes to empower custom-
ers, banks and brokers by easing out the
online banking process and enhancing
the customer journey. GoFinance pro-
vides neutral advisory that facilitates fast,
simple and secure decision making and
onboarding of banking solutions.

“With FinTech growing and given both —
the opportunities and demand witnessed
by the industry, FinTech will continue to
scale and accelerate to the next level. To
support this, the UAE government is con-
stantly easing and updating regulations
to encourage the evolution of financial
services, attracting both the locals and
expats, who are keen to explore online
digital services, whether its public ser-
vice or buying products and services. As
the Fintech industry continues to be an
instrumental force for the evolving econ-
omy, we created GoFinance - a one-stop
marketplace for all banking and insur-
ance products and services with real time
deals and digitised services. Through
the (English/Arabic enabled) platform,
customers can use the interface to create
their profiles, authenticate their identi-
ties, digitally complete ‘Know Your Cus-
tomer’ (KYC) process and perform all
other financial activities, just with a click.
Whether it is opening a bank account or
applying for a financing product, GoFi-
nance is set to provide a seamless cus-
tomer journey which makes the whole
process simple, secure and fast,” added
Khalil.

By: Wael El Hoseny

— Mohamed Helmy

Payguru, a TPAY MOBILE FZ-LLC
company, today announces the launch
of a new use case for Direct Carrier Bill-
ing (DCB) in partnership with lyzico,
the leading provider of virtual Point of
Sale solutions (POS) in Turkey. Turkish
consumers will be able to top up “Pay
with Iyzico”, the most popular mobile
wallet in the country, by DCB - improv-
ing financial access for consumers who
do not have credit or debit cards.
Despite Turkey having an unbanked
population of 16 million, things are now
improving thanks to agile digital solu-
tions. Iyzico provides online payment
services and Al-based payment tech-
nologies to businesses and enterprises.
Consumers will be able to top up Pay
with Iyzico Wallet via bank transfers,

‘Payguru and lyzico Launch Direct Carrier Billing for Digital Wallets)

quickly and securely.

Payguru’s Co-Founder and
Chairman CEO Isik Uman
comments: “The partnership
with lyzico represents an-
other significant milestone in
Payguru’s journey. The move
is firmly in line with our
strategy of collaboration be-
ing the best route for making
an impact in the age of DCB.
It reinforces our commitment
to continuously invest in and to
unlock the value of digital com-
merce and financial inclusion and
access across Turkey. It also signifies
our improved ability to scale implemen-
tations, following the acquisition of Pa-
yguru by TPAY MOBILE in June 2020.”
Barbaros Ozbugutu, Co-Founder &
CEO of lyzico, adds, “Mobile is ena-
bling consumers all over the world to

not only communicate more effec-
tively, but pay remotely. Togeth-
er with Payguru, we are break-
ing new ground in payments
by using the power of mobile
to increase financial inclusion
— which is vital to stimulating
economic development.
“By cooperating with opera-
tors, we make financial ac-
cess possible for consumers
who do not have a credit or
debit card by enabling them to
transfer balances to their lyzico
digital wallets via telephone opera-
tors. This is a historic step in the pay-
ments landscape that combines lyzico’s
democratised approach with Payguru’s
fast and dynamic structure. We’re look-
ing forward to continued collaboration
with Payguru and its parent company
TPAY MOBILE.”
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CEO of IKEN of IKEN www.

iken.co and Ambassador of ICC

Digital Economy Commission to
Africa

How can policy frameworks supnortte
implementation of the Industry 4.0 Digital

Transformation Cycle? Can you share examples from IKEN’s
portfolio? On National level it is important to recognize the
correlation between non-organic growth of the economy in the
21st century and the adoption of the fourth industrial revolution
solutions as part of the Knowledge economy strategy especially
for developing countries.

Digital transformation by adopting the technologies of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution into management systems, f up to
50%, cost reductions of up to 20%, increased product access to
markets up to 25%, improved quality by up to 30%, increased
financial collection efficiency by up to 30%, reduced waste
of resources by up to 40%, increased competitiveness and the
possibility of additional growth of national income up to 1.4%
2.5% annually. (Different referproduction, supply chain and
decision-making may achieve a potential productivity boost
oences/resources)Industry 4.0 enables continuous resource pro-
ductivity and efficiency gains to be delivered across the entire
value network.

“As an example, 4.0 IR implementation in Agriculture would
help saving water, optimize the use of pesticides, chemicals,
fertilizers according to crop, land, and environment resulting
in better productivity, sustainable quality, better supply chain
management, potential export growth and certainly better re-
turn on investment.”TO support the implementation of the 4th
industrial revolution Digital Transformation
Cycle we need to:

[0 Assess and share best practice case studies at different coun-
tries with measured outcomes and ROI. (Especially countries
from Africa and developing countries having 14.0 pilot projects
in economic sectors)

[ Form Multistakeholder working group on Continental/Na-
tional level to:

[ Propose policies and standards to stimulate and regulate
the use the technologiesof the Fourth Industrial Revolution in
digital transformation and to measureresults and societal impact,
especially in relation with the sustainable development goals of
2030.

[0 Suggest a regulatory body high level organization and au-
thority framework to promote, stimulate, regulate and measure
the implementation of the "Industry 4.0 Digital transformation
cycle on national level. (this could be an upgrade of the existing

Telecom Regulatory Authorities)

[ Develop integrated national/continental plan to build skills
and competencies in the areas of:

« Artificial intelligence and quantitative analysis (there is an ex-
isting successful program from the Egyptian Ministry of Com-
munications)

* Digital Security (Operating Technology Security)

* Operating Technologies’ Sensors design and programming

» SCADA-Historian-MES (industrial digital execution systems)

* Augmented reality and 3D Design (as an example there is an
existing project of launching 10s of technological universities in
Egypt)e Block chain Technologye 5G Telecommunication Tech-
nologies * Global standards for the regulation and management
of these 14.0 systems

* Technicians’ Transformational Capacity Building programs.

[ The I4.0 Regulatory Authority to:
o Develop a clear and integrated plan from the government
for its needs of 14.0 transformational projects within the next

3-5 years to develop the various sectors (industry - agriculture

- health - transport - education - trade) so that companies, invest-
ments, start-ups and banks are encouraged to create an appro-
priate and stimulating eco system and prepare to successfully
implement these projects with maturing localized capabilities
of products and services.

[0 Build a national incentive system for the research, develop-
ment, and innovation in this field considering the expected pro-
jects needed to be implemented, the potential manufacturing ca-
pacity that can be available and the National expertise at home
and abroad within universities and companies.

[ form specialized research teams that work inline with the ob-
jectives of the 14.0 national sectorial projects with the aim of
creating products and developingEgyptian intellectual property.
[0 Develop an awareness plan for the community to under-
stand the benefits from the expected qualitative and quantita-
tive improvement due to the implementation of 14.0 solutions
in various sectors, the accurate analysis of big data using ar-
tificial intelligence, the linking of different supply chains, and
the achievement of agility, sustainable quality, swifter response,
and greater efficiency. examples from IKEN’s portfolio:

« 14.0 Digital Transformation National Capacity Building Initia-
tive: Under the auspices of the Egyptian Prime Minister and In
collaboration between the Ministry of Military Production in
Egypt, General Electric Digital and IKEN, the initiative aims at
building the capacity of 1000 Engineers to be certified by GE on
the Manufacturing Execution Systems after understanding the
pillars of the 14.0 and how to assess and optimize the potential
productivity gap within MES and 4.0 tools in their factories.

* [4.0 R&D initiative:

Funded by the ASRT, a consortium from Public Sector, Aca-
demia and private sector is formed to deliver pilot projects us-
ing 14.0 Digital Transformation to assess outcomes and
build case study and best practice:

Qedit cards and mobile balance transfer,
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Data Helps Accelerate Innovation on Path to Net Zero, Industry Lead-

Jumia Egypt Partners with “vall” to Provide New Online Payment Channels

By : Basel Khaled - Adel Farig focus on strengthening strategic relationships
Jumia, the leading e-commerce platform in with key retail partners to expand our network
Egypt, JumiaPay the fintech electronic pay- to reach more customers enhancing their
ments platform, and valU the leading Buy- shopping experience.

Now Pay-Later (BNPL) fintech platform Eng. Hesham Safwat, CEO of Jumia Egypt
in the Middle East and North Africa, have expressed his happiness with this strategic
signed agreements to enable valU to become partnership, “we are proud to have a leading
a payment solution via Jumia and JumiaPay. brand like valU amongst our success partners,
This partnership allows JumiaPay as a pay- as the two companies aim to provide the best
ment gateway to manage the payment opera- installment services, which in return will in-
tions of valU consumers by linking valU and crease the number of consumers transacting
JumiaPay for electronic payment services. on our e-commerce platform elevating the
The deal will commence with an offer that financial burden on them.”

clients will benefit from while shopping and “We worked closely with JumiaPay to inte-
paying in installments over 9 months interest- grate both platforms in a record time to ex-
free through Jumia. tend to our customers a seamless experience
“Our partnership with valU will allow Jumia- empowering them to access a wide range of
Pay to become an electronic payment service products available through Jumia. We were
provider for valU. This cooperation enables mindful to build a solid foundation promot-
JumiaPay vendors to accept valU transactions ing digital payments allowing both parties to
as a method of payment which will increase expand their business in Egypt and to act as a
their sales volumes”, said Tawfik Mahmoud, Launchpad to grow in African markets.” Con-
Managing Director of JumiaPay Egypt. cluded Mohamed El Wakeel, Group Chief
Walid Hassouna, CEO of the Non-Banking Operating Officer of EFG Hermes.

ers Say at AVEVA Sustainability Panel

By : Mohamed El Kholy — Bakinam Khaled
AVEVA, a global leader in industrial software, driv-
ing digital transformation and sustainability, joined
companies across the technology and energy
spectrum to underscore the multifaceted role of
digitalization in helping to achieve net-zero car-
bon emissions across the ecosystem. Delegates
at the recent landmark conference, AVEVA PI
World, heard how data-led innovation can help
unlock sustainability benefits at every level.

The unanimous message was delivered by sus-
tainability and environment leaders from Sch-
neider Electric, Orsted, Neste, Microsoft and
AVEVA on a Sustainability Panel.

Nine in 10 companies expect to accelerate their
sustainability activities over the coming year as busi-
nesses recognize their role in tackling climate change,
an AVEVA-commissioned survey of over 850 c-suite
and digital transformation experts shows.

Four in five leading industries want to increase their
digital investments to drive sustainable business mod-
els, demonstrating the enormous potential of advanced
technologies such as smart data, artificial intelligence
(Al) and cloud computing in enabling net zero and low-

er carbon industrial operations, explained Lisa JUMIA:
Johnston, Chief Marketing Officer and Chief
Sustainability Officer at AVEVA.
“Companies around the world have commit-
ted to reducing their environmental footprint.
AVEVA believes the business community
must now go further, by way of positive
contributions to sustainability through our
| activities and partnerships — or in other
words, our sustainability handprint.
Given the nature of the capabilities AVEVA
provides to our customers, our solutions
make a constructive impact on environmen-
tal sustainability. Data infrastructure manage-
ment solutions such as the AVEVA PI System,
delivered in partnership with Microsoft’s Azure
Cloud, can help thousands of very different busi-
nesses find innovative routes to achieving their sustain-
ability goals and becoming climate positive,” Johnston
added.
Data-led innovation plays a significant part in achieving
net-zero goals, panelists said. Panel attendees learned
actionable strategies towards building climate-positive
organizations.

valg"

valig"
P

Vol

Financial Institutions at EFG Hermes and
CEO of valU, expressed his thrill to be sign-
ing a partnership agreement with one of the
largest e-commerce platforms in the Egyptian
and African market. “Capitalizing on valU’s
extensive experience in consumer financing
services, we aim to help Jumia’s customers
fulfill their needs enabling them to achieve a
modern lifestyle without the financial burden.”
Hassouna indicated that signing such a part-
nership comes in line with the firm’s goals to
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