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Stars of Science Alumni at Fore-
front of Fight against COVID-19

By ; Adel Farig - Mohamed Shawky

Stars of Science alumni have joined the global fight against COVID-19, answer-
ing the call to collaborate and help their communities face challenges in the wake
of the pandemic.

“Perseverance is a virtue that Stars of Science has emphasized to all of its contest-
ants since the show started in 2009,” said Wadha Al-Adgham, Program Manager
of Education at Qatar Science & Technology Park. “The importance of effective
problem-solving has been highlighted as scientists work at a furious pace to help
the world cope with an unprecedented crisis. The Arab world and beyond can de-
pend on our alumni network as an invaluable resource, with inventors dedicated

he Prime Minister issues a decree appointing Eng. Amr Mah-
fouz, CEO of ITIDA

By: Basel Khaled — Nahla Makled

Prime Minister Dr. Mostafa Madbouly is-
sued a decree appointing Eng. Amr Moham-
ed Mahfouz Hussein as CEO of the Infor-
mation Technology Industry Development
Authority for a year.

It is worth noting that Dr. Amr Talaat, Min-
ister of Communications and Information
Technology, had issued a decision assigning
Eng. Amr Mahfouz to carry out the duties
of the Authority’s CEO last July, in addition

Eng. Amr Mahfouz also led a team of execu-
tives and partners in the region to develop
business and implement transformative
projects while managing all operational as-
pects of the business, which contributed to
the growth and expansion of the company’s
business. During his career, Eng. Amr Mah-
fouz led the consulting services sector in the
company’s branch in Egypt, where he led the
implementation of large-scale projects in the
government, telecommunications and bank-

to the decision to assume the position of As-
sistant Minister of Communications and In-
formation Technology for Development and

Development.

Eng. Amr Mahfouz has extensive experience
spanning more than 33 years in the field of
information technology, especially related to
business development using technological
applications, providing solutions and con-
sultations in the fields of digital transforma-
tion, administrative development, building
human cadres and qualifying and creating
executive leaders, in addition to his experi-

Middle East and Africa.

Under the patronage and honor of President Sisi:

Speed Security Systems Trading is participat-
ing in the tenth year of Cairo ICT Exhibition,
offering defense and security solutions

By: Nahla Makled - Wasem Emam
Speed Company for Security Systems
Trading, a company specialized in the
field of security solutions and systems,
has revealed its participation for the tenth
year in a row in Cairo ICT Exhibition and
its sponsorship of the fifth session of the
Defense, Security and Public Safety Ex-
hibition (DSS), which will be held from
22-25 November under the auspices of
And the honor of His Excellency Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi, the exhibition
center for international exhibitions.

In its pavilion at the exhibition, the com-
pany displays a range of products that
include smart IP cameras, high-definition
HD cameras, NVRs, DVRs, access con-
trol and alarm systems, encoders, de-
coders and other modern technologies.
Speed for security systems trading is one
of the most prominent companies that
Annually, it is keen to participate in the
exhibition activities, as the exhibition is
a meeting place for customers and busi-
ness partners, as well as an opportunity to
learn about everything new in the field of
technology and solutions for defense and
security systems.

In its pavilion, the company displays a
number of leading brands in this field
such as Hikvision, EZVIZ, by offering
the latest technologies to combat the Cor-
onavirus (Covid 19) in terms of integrat-
ed devices and solutions, as Speed is the
first company to install cameras to detect
Covid 19 at Cairo International Airport
This type of camera has witnessed a great
development in its sales during the last
period, which reflects the importance of
the product and its efficiency.

For his part, Engineer Haitham Abdul-
lah, Chairman of the Board of Directors
of Speed Security Systems Trading, said
that the company is a pioneering com-

Welcom on board
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pany in surveillance and security systems
with cameras, established in 1999, with
Egyptian capital and Egyptian arms, and
within a few years, it has become one of
the leading Egyptian suppliers of prod-
ucts. And monitoring solutions, Speed
serves a wide range of sectors includ-
ing the retail sector, banking services,
finance, transportation, education, com-
mercial, government sector, real estate,
and many different applications, and we
started our business in the market with
two main branches and today we have
many branches in all All over Egypt, as
well as in the United Arab Emirates.
Speed Security Systems Trading also
acquired many agencies for many well-
known international brands that have a
good reputation in the market and suc-
ceeded in promoting them in the Egyp-
tian market in a very professional way,
and since 2017 the company has succeed-
ed in joining the Hikvision brand and has
achieved many successes, developments
and important partnerships. With the Hik-
vision brand, Hikvision includes a wide
range of security solutions and surveil-
lance cameras, as well as a group of new
technology in the field of smart screens,
which are used in several fields, includ-
ing advertising and educational services.

By ; Basel Khaled - Mohamed Shawky
PwC Middle East and SAP surveyed more
than 600 executives and HR professionals
from different industries and countries
across the Middle East for the Digital HR
Survey 2020. The purpose of the study
was to better understand the steps organi-
sations need to take to transform the role
of HR into a more strategic, value-adding
function. The study also included a series
of in-depth interviews with public and
private sector representatives from organ-
isations across the Middle East.

The unprecedented measures taken by
Middle East governments to suppress the
spread of COVID-19 led to mass remote
working facilitated by digital technology.
Some 72% of survey participants said the
pandemic has accelerated their organisa-
tion’s digital transformation.

CEOs were identified as key sponsors of
digital transformation and were 4 to 10
times more likely to lead their organisa-
tion’s transformation efforts than any oth-
er C-level or senior executives.

That said leading from the top is not
enough. Mohammad Almughrbi, General
Manager of the Directorates Integration &
Shared Services Establishment Program
at Saudi Arabia’s National Water Com-
pany (NWC), believes that, in the context
of digital transformation, HR teams must
work to support the executive team of the

organisation by having a financial objec-
tive as well as an operational improve-
ment goal for their digital plans.

The survey results show HR departments
have work to do to capture the full poten-
tial of digital transformation. Only 9% of
participants reported that their organisa-
tions are innovating in HR with digital
technologies and 55% see HR’s biggest
contribution to the overall digital transfor-
mation of their organisation as digitalising
HR processes. This indicates that most
HR functions in the Middle East are at the
stage of using technology for efficiency
and automation rather than innovation.
48% of survey respondents believe that
the HR function will be expected to sup-
port the digital transformation of the
whole organisation by driving changes in
company culture and mindset.
Furthermore, 33% think that the future
focus of HR should be developing and
coaching talent as well as acting as the
change leader of the organisation (31%).
Using digital tools to carry out repetitive
administrative tasks will help shift the
focus of HR in a more strategic direction
and drive upskilling.

“HR is about improving the employee
experience from hiring to retirement, en-
hancing decision-making through Al and
moving from backward-looking analysis
of talent data to more advanced applica-

ences and successes in the development and
growth of business in Emerging markets.

Eng. Amr Mahfouz has accumulated practi-
cal experience in the field of consulting and
business services, as he held many leader-
ship positions in the global company “IBM”
during which he developed and built the
consulting sector in many countries in the

ing sectors.

Eng. Amr Mahfouz also held the position of
Executive Director of Communications in
the Middle East and Africa at the branch of
“IBM” in the Emirate of Dubai, and then Ex-
ecutive Director of the Consulting Services

Sector in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

from Cairo University.

Eng. Amr Mahfouz holds a master’s degree
in business administration from the Maas-
tricht School of Management in the Nether-
lands, and a bachelor’s degree in engineering

to giving back to their communities.”

coronavirus patients every day.

Several alumni from the Qatar Foundation (QF) TV show have used their talents
to reinforce the healthcare sector. Frontline employee, Zainab Abosuhail, a Sea-
son 9 contestant, puts her life on the line working as a nurse and helping treat

Others devised ways to protect the lives of healthcare workers. Dr. Mohamad

Ziad Chaari, Season 3 alumnus, and Abdulrahman Saleh Khamis, Season 11 fi-

nalist, designed multiple innovations including a protective suit equipped with
a respirator to purify and filter air. Season 3 finalist Mohammed Al-Rifai and
Season 9 contestant Wassim El Hariri focused on prevention and came up with a
hand sanitizer wristband and a cutting-edge disinfecting robot.

Former contestants also sought to bolster critical healthcare resources. Dr. Nour
Majbour, Season 10 finalist, won an innovation award from QF’s Hamad Bin
Khalifa University for her work on a novel COVID-19 testing kit.

To meet the requirements of its clients:

Hamed: “Telecom Egypt” signs a cooperation agreement with “Ericsson”
to modernize its international portal

B¢: Mohamed Shawky - Saber Mohamad
Telecom Egypt signed a cooperation agreement
with “Ericsson” to modernize its international
portal using the latest technologies, in a way that
contributes to improving the quality of'its services
and realizing the company’s aspirations towards
developing the basic network and meeting its cus-
tomers’ future requirements. The agreement was
signed by Eng. Adel Hamed, Managing Director
and CEO of Telecom Egypt, Matthias Johansson,
President of Ericsson Egypt and Saudi Arabia,
and Fadi Pharaoh, President of Ericsson Middle
East and Africa, via video conference technology.
Under this agreement, “Ericsson” will update the
international portal of Telecom Egypt based on its
latest technologies, in order to enhance the quality
of fixed and mobile services provided by Telecom
Egypt, reduce the total cost of ownership, and
provide the possibility of quickly and efficiently

publishing virtual network functions, paving the
way for launching models New corporate busi-
ness and services.

In addition, with the entry of Telecom Egypt into
the world of “Internet of Things”, “Ericsson” will
provide licenses for small-scale software and en-
hanced with IoT technology to Telecom Egypt,
and it is expected that the implementation of this
project will start by the end of 2020 in the gover-
norates of Cairo and Alexandria as they are two
main international centers for Telecom Egypt. .
For his part, Eng. Adel Hamed, Managing Di-
rector and CEO of Telecom Egypt, said, “The
telecommunications market is witnessing rapid
developments, with the requirements and aspira-
tions of our customers increasing. Therefore, we
do not stop the development and modernization
processes that ensure that our customers receive
the best possible communication services.”

He added that we are happy to sign this agree-
ment with our partners in “Ericsson”, with their
extensive experience in the field of international
portals, which will undoubtedly contribute to sup-
porting Telecom Egypt to develop and enhance its
services. On his part, Fadi Pharaon, President of
Ericsson Middle East and Africa, said: “We are
delighted to have the opportunity to work side by
side with our partners in Telecom Egypt to accel-
erate its digital transformation. We look forward
to helping Telecom Egypt enhance its service
offerings and automation capabilities. He added
that this partnership confirms our technological
leadership in the field of international portals,
and the confidence that Telecom Egypt attaches
to us in order to operate its network, implement
transformative measures and advance sustainable
growth, is something that encourages us to meet
and even exceed our common aspirations.

FreshToHome — world's largest online fresh fish and meat
brand raises $121M to expand in UAE, Saudi Arabia and India

By ; Seaber Mohamed —

Wasem Emam

the world’s largest fully

integrated online brand

in fresh fish and meat e-

commerce raised $121M

in Series C funding led by

Investment Corporation of

Dubai (ICD)-the principal

investment arm of the Gov-

ernment of Dubai, Investcorp - a leading
global manager of alternative investments,
Ascent Capital - a leading India-focused
growth capital provider, U.S. Govern-
ment’s development finance institution
-DFC, the Allana Group and other inves-
tors. Iron Pillar, the lead investor from
Series B participated in this round with a
significant investment of $19M.
“COVID-19 transformed the fish and meat
purchasing behaviour of consumers dra-
matically. Due to safety concerns, con-
sumers made the habit-forming shift to
e-commerceand we saw online demand
for our products going up many folds this
year thanks to safety guarantee of*100%
Fresh and 0% Chemicals”.FreshToHome
stands by thebrand’sassurance and cre-
ates enormous social and economic im-
pact by enabling sellers to directly source
from the fishermen and farmers with its
patent-pending Al-powered supply chain
technology and aided by a state-of-the-
art cold chain. We are just beginning to
scratch the surface of a very large market
and the current capital raise will help us
realize our full potential through rapid
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. expansion in India and the
Middle East” said Shan Ka-
davil, Co-Founder and CEO
of FreshToHome.

As estimated by Euromoni-
tor International, the con-

A5 sumer market size of fish
' and meat segment in India
in 2019 was $94B. FreshTo-

Homeis the world’s largest
fully integrated online brand in fresh fish
and meat e-commerce,with approximate-
ly 1.5 Million (15 Lakh) B2C orders per
month and $85M (~INR 600 Crore) an-
nualized sales run rate on the platform.
FreshToHomeenables its marketplace
sellers to source and sell high-quality
meat and fish directly from livestock
farmers and fishermen in most major In-
dian citiesin the UAE.

“We are pleased to partner with FreshTo-
Home and to support the vision of man-
agement and the growth of the company.
FreshToHome is a leader in leveraging Al-
based technology and business innovation
to bring a superior value proposition to
customers and suppliers in a large and im-
portant market. At ICD, we seek to part-
ner with companies like FreshToHome
that are able to break new ground for the
greater good while also enjoying a large
shareholder value creation opportunity.
This successful fundraising is a strong rec-
ognition of the company’s achievements
and significant potential.” said Khalifa Al
Daboos, Deputy CEO of Investment Cor-
poration of Dubai.

Lenovo Sales in Q3 2020 Surge by
8.3%, HP Sales Up by only 0.7%

By ; Nahla Makled — Saber Mohamed

Lenovo was the top PC brand in Q3 with a total of 18.3
million unit shipments. According to the research data
analyzed and published by StockApps.com, compared
to Q3 2019 when its unit shipments totaled 16.9 million,
there was an increase of 8.3%.

Based on a study by IDC, Lenovo’s stellar performance
coincided with an overall increase of 14.6% in global PC
shipments. Gartner’s estimate of growth in global ship-
ments is more conservative, at 3.6%, but does not include
Chromebook sales.

HP Leads US Market with 30.8% Market Share; Lenovo
in Third Spot

Lenovo’s market share increased from 24.5% to 25.7%
between Q3 2019 and Q3 2020. On the other hand, HP’s
market share contracted from 22.3% to 21.6% in the
same duration.

In terms of global shipments, HP took second place with
15.4 million shipments, up from 15.3 million in Q3 2019,
a 0.7% increase year-over-year (YoY). Part of the reason
for HP’s drop was a 30% YoY decline in desktop ship-
ments. Together, HP and Lenovo accounted for 47.3% of
the PC market share.

On the other hand, in the US market, HP was the top
brand with 5.1 million unit shipments and a 30.8% mar-
ket share during Q3 2020. Lenovo came in third, behind
Dell, with 2.5 million unit shipments and a 15.3% market
share. Acer showed the highest growth during Q3 2020,
with an increase of 29.5% YoY in global shipments. Dell
was the poorest performer of the top brands, with a 4.6%
decline YoY. According to IDC, total unit shipments dur-
ing the quarter were 81.3 million, while according to
Gartner, the total was 71.4 million. Chromebook ship-
ments, which made the difference between the two re-
ports, grew by 90% YoY.

Lastly, according to a report by Statista, the global PC in-
dustry shrunk for seven consecutive years between 2012
and 2018. It went from 365 million unit shipments in
2011 to 259 million in 2018. The seven-year slump came
to an end in 2019 when worldwide shipments grew by
0.6% according to Gartner and 2.7% according to IDC.
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A cooperation agreement hetween the “iTi” Institute and Google Glohal to train 30,000

By ; Basel Khaled — Nahla Makled
Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications and In-
formation Technology via video conference, witnessed
the signing of a cooperation agreement between ITI
and Google Global to launch the “Artificial Intelligence
Program and Building Machine Learning Capabilities”
with the aim of training about 30,000 software special-
ists from graduates and students of software engineer-
ing and computer science majors on tools and processes
Artificial intelligence and machine learning from natu-
ral language processing, computer vision, and predic-
tive analytics.

The cooperation agreement was signed by Dr. Heba
Salih, President of the Information Technology Insti-
tute, and Mr. Matt Britten, President of Google, for the
EMEA region.

The program aims to support the next generation of
computer engineers and software developers in Egypt
with the skills required to meet the current challenges
using machine learning technology at all levels (begin-
ners, intermediate and advanced). Over the course of
18 months, trainees will be able to pass an integrated
program of courses and practical tests provided by the
platform Qwiklabs is an online training led by distin-
guished experts from Google and other key partners.
The agreement includes a plan to operate the first level,
which aims to train 25,000 trainees on artificial intelli-
gence applications, provided that the training work will
be completed in the second phase, which will include
both the second and third levels, which, upon its launch,
will target 3,000 per level, bringing the total number of
beneficiaries to more than 30 thousand beneficiaries.
Commenting on the agreement; Dr. Amr Talaat, Min-

Over 2 Million EGP in change in un-
der 19 weeks ; CreditGo redefines
electronic payment services

By ; Ahmed Soluman — Nahal Makled

Financial Inclusion and Digital Transformation have
been on the frontline of the Egyptian government’s
development agenda. Citizens and businesses alike
have been encouraged to adopt electronic payment
services, especially during the current precautionary
measures taken to limit the spread of Coronavirus.
In line with this vision, CreditGo for electronic pay-
ment services launched its new mobile application.
The application, which is free for all android users,
is an alternative for POS devices, providing a faster
channel than any of the traditional electronic pay-
ment service devices out there.

“With CreditGo, we saw the need to facilitate eas-
ier, convenient, and on the go payment services
for Egypt’s everyday person from tuk-tuk and taxi
drivers, to corner coffee shops and home business
owners. A simple, user-friendly interface available
for free for any android user, CreditGo allows mer-
chants to catry out any electronic payment services
they need such as recharging mobile phone balances
and paying bills, allowing the unbanked and irregu-
lar workforce to increase and improve their income,”
said Sherine Ewase, Deputy CEO of CreditGo
The registration is an easy process that only requires
the entry of the national ID number, after which any
individual wanting to join the CreditGo community
can do so. With a target market estimated at 2.2 mil-
lion and continuing to grow, CreditGo aims to ad-
dress a diverse and broad segment of the Egyptian
society.

Ewase highlighted the importance of financial in-
clusion and integration that CreditGo delivers “the
application incorporates special features to adapt to
individuals that hard of sight, allowing them to use
it, such as the team of agents we’ve on boarded in
Port Said.” Since the beta launch of the application,
Credit Go has achieved 2 million pounds in change
in under 19 weeks, resulting in 55,000 transactions
carried out by 1,500 CreditGo users.

The CreditGo solution has had a positive impact
on the community and economic development of
the country, earning the Social Impact Award from
StartEgypt, given in cooperation between Flat6 Labs
and the British Embassy in Cairo.

Credit
GO
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ister of Communications and Information Technology,
affirmed that cooperation with the global Google Com-
pany is an addition to the training programs provided
by the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology and its affiliates to build the capacities of
youth. As the agreement will contribute to providing
specialized training programs for about 30,000 young
people. Expressing his appreciation for the company’s
efforts and looking forward to meeting examples of
young graduates of this initiative after completing their
training.

Dr. Heba Salih, head of the Information Technology
Institute, indicated that the cooperation with Google In-
ternational comes within the context of the ministry’s
strategy to focus on building a base of qualified human
cadres in the specializations of artificial intelligence, as
it comes within a tight framework of other initiatives
with many global technological and educational institu-
tions and promised to share stories Success and harvest
this initiative successively and according to the imple-

n artificial intelligence

mentation plan.

The agreement was signed on the sidelines of the vir-
tual symposium “After Covid 19, and adopting mod-
ern technologies for economic take-off” organized by
Google as part of the activities of the “Grow Stronger
with Google” initiative launched by the global company
to support small businesses and individuals in the re-
gion Middle East and North Africa.

Attend the virtual seminar; Dr. Rania Al-Mashat, Min-
ister of International Cooperation, Dr. Ghada Shalaby,
Deputy Minister of Tourism, Jonathan Cohen, the US
Ambassador to Egypt, Hisham Al-Nazer, Director of
Google in Egypt, and a number of members of each of
the Egyptian Embassy in the United States of America
and the American Embassy in Egypt, in addition to a
number Among the leaders in the government and pri-
vate sectors, a number of entrepreneurs and small and
medium-sized companies in Egypt, and representatives
of civil society organizations, the discussion was mod-
erated by Mr. Martin Rusky, Senior Director of Public
Policy and Government Relations at Google.

In his speech during the symposium, Dr. Amr Talaat
emphasized the state’s interest in building a base of dig-
ital skills and creating an environment conducive to the
growth of entrepreneurship, explaining the efforts made
by the ministry to implement a plan to train 110,000
young people during the current fiscal year in various
fields of technology, in addition to implementing a plan
to spread centers Egypt’s digital creativity in various
governorates, where the first phase of the project will
witness the inauguration of 8 centers to provide techni-
cal training and ways to support technological innova-
tion and entrepreneurship among youth.

Digital transformation paves way for closer Arah-Brazilian

collahoration

By ; Mohamed Shawky — Adel Farig

Characterized by an increased adoption of technological
advancements and modern communication tools to bridge
gaps and strengthen partnerships, the pandemic period has
in fact brought Brazil closer to the Arab region, said
Nidal Abou Zaki, Managing Director of Orient Plan-
et Group, during his participation at the Brazil-
Arab Countries Economic Forum 2020. This pe-
riod following the outbreak of COVID-19 has
added more flexibility and agility to the way
business is conducted around the world and is
set to pave the way for further strengthened
Arab-Brazilian collaboration across multiple 4
sectors, he said. X
Hosted by the Arab-Brazilian Chamber of ‘e
Commerce (ABCC) and inaugurated by Brazil-
ian President Jair Bolsonaro, the special online
edition of the forum themed ‘The Future is Now’
convened high-level authorities, business executives
and other dignitaries from Brazil and Arab League member
countries. The four-day event took place from October 19
to 22 and featured discussion panels, signing of agreements,
and an exhibition that was staged in a computer-generated
3D environment.

Attendees at the forum included Ahmed Abou Al Ghait, Sec-
retary General of Arab League; Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh, UAE
Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional

Cooperation; Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid Al-Zayani, Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Bahrain; Khaled

Hanafy, Secretary General of the Union of Arab Chambers;
Ambassador Ernesto Aratjo, Brazil’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs; Tereza Cristina, Brazil’s Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock and Supply; and Ouided Bouchamaoui, Co-Lau-
reate of the Nobel Peace Prize 2015.
“There are more than eight million Arab Brazilians
who are capable of playing a unique economic,
social and cultural role in enhancing Brazilian-
Arab ties, and this is an area that must be lev-
eraged in order to strengthen relations and
promote exchanges not only in the trade and
businesses spheres, but also in the areas of art,
culture and people to people relations,” said
Abou Zaki. “The Arab World is the fourth larg-
est destination of Brazilian products abroad and
these imports play a significant role in ensuring
the region’s food security. However, it is high
time that we diversify our partnerships beyond food
products and enhance cooperation on other strategic
fields such as innovation, science, technology, e-commerce
and energy.”
As the Arab World continues to accelerate the transition to
a knowledge-based economy, the region’s markets present
lucrative investment and partnership opportunities for com-
panies from the vast South American nation. The potential
of advanced communication tools must be harnessed in this
regard, and possible business and investment collaborations
must be explored through the creation of focused groups
from both markets to facilitate technology transfer and ex-
change of experiences.

Cyber Crime Costing Industry up to $8-trillion Annually revealed at
Acronis Global Cyber Summit 2020

By ; Mohamed El Khouly — Adel Farig

Cyber crime is costing businesses worldwide between $4-8
trillion annually and has the potential to grow twenty-fold
over the next few years according to Acronis CEO and
founder Serguei “SB” Beloussov speaking at the Acronis
Global Cyber Summit 2020. The Summit attracted more
than 9,500 professionals from around the world to discuss
the latest strategies and technological advances in the field
of cyber protection.

Offered as a free virtual event from October 19-21, this
year’s Summit featured more than 150 thought leaders,
cybersecurity experts, channel professionals, industry ex-
ecutives, and sports stars who led 60 sessions. The 2020
Summit’s entire program will soon be publicly available
for free until December 20 via an on-demand video stream.
All recordings will be available starting October 22.
Software AG was hit by a ransomware gang in October
2020 demanding $20 million where the criminals started
leaking passports, emails and financials to the public.

San Rafaeie Hospital in Italy had personal data of patients
and doctors stolen, and in France CMA CGM, the ship-
ping company, shut down its website and shipping appli-
cations due to a ransomware attack.

AJG in the US, a global Fortune 500 insurance broker,
went offline after 22 ransomware groups compromised
its data, and in Argentina, Border Control experienced a

ransomware attack that crippled border crossings. The at-
tackers demanded $4 million not to publish the data.

The just-released Acronis Cyber Readiness Report sur-
veyed 13,400 global companies and remote workers in 17
countries including South Africa in the wake of the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic.

Serguei explained that almost 80% of organisations use
more than 50 different cyber security tools, and 37% use
more than 100.

“Today’s challenges of remote work, IT demands, and cy-
berthreats have driven tremendous interest in the solutions
and opportunities that comprehensive cyber protection de-
livers — both to businesses and the service providers who
support them,” said Serguei “.

ESET issues its 03 2020 Threat Report - remote workers under fire from RDP attacks

By ; Nahal Makled — Saber Mo-
hamed

ESET, a global leader in cyberse-
curity, has released its Q3 2020
Threat Report, summarizing key
statistics from ESET detection
systems and highlighting notable
examples of ESET’s cybersecuri-
ty research — including previously
unpublished ESET research up-
dates. The report and its findings
were exclusively presented during
the “ESET European Cyber Secu-
rity Day — Towards a Secure Post-
COVID Future” virtual event.
After months of abusing the COV-

ID-19 theme in their campaigns,
cybercriminals appear to have re-
turned to their usual tactics in the
third quarter of 2020, the Q3 2020
Threat Report shows. An area
where the risks remain particular-
ly high, however, is remote work.

ESET telemetry showed further
growth in attacks targeting Re-
mote Desktop Protocol (RDP),
which grew throughout H1. While
the number of unique clients tar-
geted rose by more than a third,
the total number of attack at-
tempts surged by 140%. “The con-
tinued rise in RDP attacks may be
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a result of the growing number of
poorly secured systems being con-
nected to the internet during the
pandemic, or possibly other crim-
inals taking inspiration from ran-
somware gangs in targeting RDP,”
comments Jifi Kropa¢, Head of

Threat Detection Labs at ESET.
Other key trends observed in Q3
were the revival of cryptominers,
Emotet returning to the scene after
months of inactivity, and Android
banking malware surging follow-
ing the source code release of the
notorious mobile banking trojan
Cerberus.

The ESET Q3 2020 Threat Report
also reviews the most important
findings and achievements by
ESET researchers. Among many
other findings, they uncovered
more Wi Fi chips vulnerable to
Kr@@k-like bugs, exposed Mac

malware bundled with a cryp-
tocurrency trading application,
discovered CDRThief targeting
Linux VoIP softswitches, and
delved into KryptoCibule, a triple
threat in regard to cryptocurren-
cies.

The exclusive research presented
in the Q3 2020 Threat Report in-
cludes campaigns leveraging ma-
licious MAXScripts, the spread of
Latin American banking trojans to
Europe, new activity of the TA410
threat group and a look into the
updated arsenal of the Gamaredon
Group.

Infinix set to launch Note 8
in the Egyptian market

\

By : Saber Mohamed - Basel Khaled

Infinix, the global leader in consumer electronics, is pre-
paring to launch its new Note 8 phone in the Egyptian mar-
ket, as it is expected to be available for pre-Order early
next November.

The Note 8 is the new generation of the famous Note- se-
ries that has met with the approval of users around the
world, especially in Egypt, with its features that are only
found in upper-class phones at middle-class prices to be
within reach of all users. Infinix is expected to present for
the first time in its new Note 8 the largest dual-hole 6.95-
inch screen, which is the latest technology that the smart
phone industry has reached for the front selfie cameras, as
the phone comes with two front cameras in the form of a
hole.

According to the global launch of the phone on October
15, the Note 8 comes equipped with 6 rear cameras, where
the main camera of the phone comes with a resolution of
64 megapixels, with the feature of Ultra Night Mode 2.0,
which allows high-definition images in the most difficult
lighting conditions, with the leading dual amplifier en-
hanced with technology DTS, taking the Note 8 visual and
audio experience to a whole new level.

The Note 8 also comes with a high-performance MediaTek
G80 processor, especially in the field of electronic games,
as it is one of the few processors dedicated to games,
thanks to the Hyper Engine technology that enables faster
performance of the phone.

It all comes in a very slim, innovative, and stylish design
with colors inspired by nature, a 5200mAh battery and an
18W fast charger.

98°% of industrial firms believe having
a Chief Sustainability Officer upgrades
their cyhersecurity

A

By ; Mohamed El Khouly - Wasem Emam

For some industrial organizations, cyber breaches that af-
fect the health of staff and other people are one of the major
cybersecurity challenges they face.

Almost all enterprises (98%) are confident that sustainable
development strategy and the specific role of Chief Sus-
tainability Officer will improve their cybersecurity. How-
ever, organizations seem to have a mixed approach to their
sustainability policies.

56% of industrial businesses don’t plan on introducing the
role of CSO, but around half either already have, or plan
to introduce technical measures (50%) and investments
(44%) in this area. These are findings from Kaspersky’s
‘The State of Industrial Cybersecurity in the Era of Digi-
talization’ research. Sustainability requires a complex ap-
proach that covers many aspects of an organization’s work,
from regulatory compliance, a reliable supply chain and
trusted customer relations to social responsibility, green
initiatives and human resources.

The level of protection from cyberthreats in industrial or-
ganizations can directly impact the safety of their employ-
ees and sensitive customer data, relationships with partners,
people and environmental safety.

This means organizations need to make cybersecurity part
of their sustainable development strategy so that it can en-
hance a company’s approach to cyber protection.

Cognite Partners with Accel to Transform
Industry and Define New Industrial Soft-

Ware Category

By ; Mohamed Shawky — Saber Mohamed

Cognite, a global leader in industrial software innovation,
announced today that it has signed a partnership agreement
with leading global venture capital firm Accel.

Coupled with Accel’s broad network and expertise in
successfully scaling software companies, the partnership
enables Cognite to accelerate its global growth initiatives
across industrial verticals, expand go-to-market activities
and product development. As part of the agreement, Accel
is gaining a seat on Cognite’s Board of Directors.

“Cognite has proven that they are a game changer in indus-
trial software innovation,” said Matthew Weigand, Partner
at Accel. “We look forward to help establishing Cognite
as a global industrial software powerhouse by defining
the novel software category of DataOps as they grow and
scale.” Data Ops is an emerging industrial software catego-
ry described by industry analysts Gartner as a hub for col-
lecting, contextualizing, and orchestrating industrial data.
Dr. John Markus Lervik, CEO and co-founder of Cognite,
said, “Accel’s broad experience in scaling best-in-class
software companies globally will complement the deep
industrial knowledge brought in by our majority share-
holder, Aker. This partnership is a confirmation and valida-
tion of Cognite’s proven technology which will redefine
industrial data management and drive digital transforma-
tion of global industries.” According to Accel, the benefits
of data and Al have tremendous potential in an industrial
environment, but industrial companies struggle to liberate
and make sense of data across disparate IT and operational
(OT) data sources. The first step to unlocking this potential
is a modern industrial DataOps platform, like Cognite’s
flagship product, Cognite Data Fusion (CDF).
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