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DNV Commences the Voluntary Recommended
Public Cash Tender Offer for all Shares

By :Nelly Abdehamid - Bakinam Khaled

global quality assurance and risk management provider DNV AS (“DNV”
or the “Offeror”) and cyber security services company Nixu Corporation
(“Nixu” or the “Company”) have, on February 16, 2023, entered into a
combination agreement (the “Combination Agreement”) pursuant to which
the Offeror will make the voluntary recommended public cash tender offer
for all the issued and outstanding shares (the “Shares™ or, individually, a
“Share”) that are not held by Nixu or any of its subsidiaries, and the issued
and outstanding stock options (the “Stock Options”) in Nixu (the “Tender
Offer”).

DNV aims to join forces with Nixu to create a leading European cyber
security services provider, drawing on complementary strengths to create
a platform for future growth.

The Finnish Financial Supervisory Authority has today approved the
Finnish language version of the tender offer document relating to the
Tender Offer (the “Tender Offer Document’).

The offer period for the Tender Offer will commence on February 28,
2023, at 9:30 a.m. (Finnish time) and expire on April 17, 2023, at 4:00
p-m. (Finnish time), unless the offer period is extended or any extended
offer period is discontinued as described in the terms and conditions of the
Tender Offer (the “Offer Period™).

The Tender Offer is currently expected to be completed during the second
quarter of 2023. The Offeror will extend the Offer Period in accordance
with, and subject to, the terms and conditions of the Tender Offer and
applicable laws and regulations, to the extent necessary in order to satisfy
the conditions to completion of the Tender Offer, including, among others,
the receipt of the relevant regulatory approvals. Any possible extension of
the Offer Period will be announced by a stock exchange release.
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President Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi met with Prime Minister Dr, Mostafa
Madbouly and Minister of Communications Dr. Amr Talaat

By : Bakinam Khaled —
Mohamed Elkholy

The Spokesman for the
Presidency ,Counselor Ahmed
Fahmy,said that Dr. Amr Talaat
briefed President El-Sisi about
efforts to qualify and train
Egyptian human resources
in the field of information
technology,  through  the
“Digital Egypt” strategy.
The strategy aims to maximize
digital exports and increase the
number of people working in
the sector, including freelancers
or those in the outsourcing
industry, through the
establishment of an accredited
training educational track in
communication sciences and
information  technology.
The President was also
briefed on the developments
of a number of initiatives and
projects, including “Egypt’s

cubs”
innovation centers, as well as
the development of Egyptian
Post offices, real estate registry
offices, technology parks, and
schools of applied technology
nationwide.

digital and digital

The Minister of
Communications and IT also
pointed out that Egypt obtained
the highest category in the
GovTech Maturity Index for
the year 2022, issued by the
World  Bank.

This is in addition to the
progress of the National Postal
Authority’s ranking in the
Postal Development Index
issued by the Universal Postal
Union in 2022, to become
the second in the Arab world
and Affrica and the 57th in the
world, up from the 91 position.
The President gave directives
to exert maximum effort to
continue and increase that
progress in all areas related
to the communications and

information technology sector.
President El-Sisi stressed the
importance of providing all
the necessary support to build
and develop the capabilities
of Egyptian youth, support
start-up ~ companies  and
encourage their expansion
in the communications and

information technology
sector.
He also gave directives

to continue the state’s
efforts to promote digital
transformation, and the
automation of administrative
and governmental procedures
to assist citizens and reduce
time, effort and cost. This is
while keeping up with the
state-of-the-art  technological
applications in the field of
artificial intelligence, whose
importance and added value
steadily increase globally.

During the round table of “ITU” and the Cisco Foundation:
Hamed: Telecom Egypt will continue to develop its infrastructure to
reach the top of the pyramid of digital transformation

By: Bakinam Khaled — Amir Taha

Eng. Adel Hamed, Managing Director and CEO of
Telecom Egypt, affirmed the continuation of work
to support digital literacy and accelerate the pace of
digital transformation, reviewing the digital pyramid
strategy that the company pursues to achieve this
goal, as the base of the pyramid is based on the
advanced information infrastructure, reaching the
top of the pyramid represented in Digital services
and applications that enable the Egyptian citizen
to truly benefit from the digital transformation
processes, indicating that this will not be
achieved without developing the communications
infrastructure and raising the efficiency of the
services provided, which the company has clearly
succeeded in over the past years.

This came during his participation as a keynote
speaker in the round table discussions to support
digital transformation held by the International
Telecommunication Union and Cisco International,
on the sidelines of the International Mobile
Exhibition and Conference “MWC 2023” in
Barcelona, at the invitation of Chuck Robbins,
CEO of Cisco International, as well as the
International Telecommunication Union. To talk
about opportunities for cooperation in the field

of digital literacy, during the discussions of the
session to which a selected group of CEOs of
major telecommunications companies in the world
are invited, including the global communications
group, the Spanish company Telefonica, and the
Norwegian company Telenor.

Hamed also referred to the efforts made by the
company to develop digital skills for young people,
including the Wei Schools initiative for applied
technology and technological innovation centers,

and other initiatives that ensure the preparation of
a distinguished generation of young people, with
distinguished digital knowledge and creative vision
capable of advancing economic growth in the

country.
The discussions aimed at reviewing opportunities
for establishing global partnerships  with

telecommunications companies to support the
development of digital skills in the communities
most in need, enabling them to use digital tools

communities.
It is

worth  noting
Telecommunication Union launched the Digital
Transformation Centers initiative in cooperation
with Cisco Foundation in September 2019 to
help countries achieve digital transformation and

and better access to electronic services, as well
as providing support to those wishing to develop
their basic digital skills, by providing the necessary
resources, equipment, and services. Logistics
needed by training centers to achieve this goal.
The participants in the round table also reviewed
the initiatives that their institutions are currently
implementing to promote digital literacy and skills
development in their societies, and the possibility
of implementing them through the institutions
participating in the initiative, while explaining
possible ways of cooperation to bring more people
online to work on developing their digital skills,
whether in developed societies. or remote and rural

that the International

accelerate the pace of economic growth, which

contributes to the development of digital skills
to provide job opportunities that are part of the
global initiative on decent jobs for youth, and will
contribute directly in achieving the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development.

Elevate your Home Design
Y toAppreciate the Value of
==, | your Property

e N —

With the UAE holiday home industry growing year on
year, many people from all over the world are investing in
real estate in the UAE to attain a second income through
holiday homes. However, with so many properties
dominating the market, one key element that can help
your standout is the interior design.
Lux interior is the key step to offering your home on
short term lease. It also helps appreciate the value of
your property. However, designing your home comes at
a price, and it is therefore essential that you spend your
money wisely.
First step is to consider the space and functionality of
the property. Living areas and bedrooms are the key
for holiday homes rental, where guests are seeking for
luxury and comfortable options. Considering the type
of property, you should allocate appropriate dining and
sitting arrangement to serve the number of guests coming
to stay. Target appealing design concepts with light and
complimenting each other colours, partnered with gold
or silver elements, where an accent colour is always
making the difference, usually applied as decorative
cushions, wall arts or simply an armchair.
Have fun choosing your decorative cushions, carpets,
and small deco pieces around the house, which brings
the property to life and gives it a soul. Plants are an
excellent item to dress empty corner and offer liveness
of the room.
Don’t forget your curtains, which play a big roll in
completing the look and feel of the property. Go for
settled tones, which blend with the rest of the colour
scheme, rather than standing out.
Next, ensure that you uplift the furniture selections with
some low cost but big impact tricks as wallpaper, deco
painting or/and deco panels. Wallpaper offers lux look,
smooths the ambience, and offer cosiness of the place.
The same can offer you that wow effect and accent of
the room. To spice it up you can mix the wallpaper with
deco panels, which comes in different colour and texture.
A stylish and colour coordinated property appeals to the
guest and makes a huge difference.
Kitchen is another important part of your interiors. You
should offer multifunctional appliances to serve the
needs of your guests.
Nevertheless, you should pay attention to the outdoor
area or balcony to complete the look and vibe of the
property. Well-presented garden or patio goes a long way
and offers comfort and complete look.
Once you’ve made up your mind to invest in your
interior, it is time to handover the torch to a specialist.
Choose players who have experience with designing
holiday homes to ensure the approach is classy, and the
cost is minimal. Nasma Luxury Stays, with its eye for
detail underpins the experience it offers to its clients. Its
passionate, quality driven team is committed to taking
care of every little aspect of your interior design need
to make your home one of the best properties for the
holiday home market.

Operations & Design Manager, Nasma Luxury Stays

Taly Introduces Full-Fledged
Digital Payment Ecosystem

legitimate traffic to pass through.

firewalls:

There are two main types of
software-based and

to your network, helping to

The importance of firewalls in cybersecurity

By : Basel Khaled — Nahal

configuring  firewalls?Firewalls
essential tool for

By : Wael Elhosany —
Rasha Husseny

Taly announced the launch
of its comprehensive
ecosystem for digital
payments and collection
solutions in Egypt. The
official launch  came
during a press conference,
wherein Taly introduced
its pioneering solutions
that enables banks,
corporates,  merchants,
fintechs and consumers
through a  seamless
ecosystem, backed by
one of the largest on-
soil infrastructures in the
MENA region.

In light of the increasing
demand  for  digital
transformation by banks,
corporates and the entire
business community, Mr.
Magdy Hassan, Chief
Executive  Officer of
Taly, highlighted the
impact of Taly’s services
on the Egyptian market,
in line with the objectives
of the Central Bank of
Egypt (CBE) in regard
to cashless economy and
Egypt Vision 2030.
“Taly seeks to become
the  strategic  catalyst
advancing digital
transformation in  the
Egyptian market while
exporting its innovative
solutions to the region, as
Taly is the first full-fledged
digital  ecosystem  for
payments and collection
services solutions, with
total investments of EGP
500M,” Mr. Hassan stated.
Mr. Hassan also added,
“Taly is  committed
to empowering all its
stakeholders by providing
state-of-the-art digital
payment solutions,
introduced for the first time
ever in Egypt, where Taly
offers tailormade solutions
for each stakeholder.
Taly offers a well-rounded
digital solution for instant

payment acceptance and
collections, as Corporates
and merchants are enabled
to manage, control and
settle all their payments,
instantly through digital
solutions suitable for all
segments, increasing their
profitability.

Simultaneously, Taly
helps merchants expand
their  business online
through e-commerce
with convenient digital
solutions, as well as
obtain digital financing
through  banks and
financing  corporations.
Taly offers a wide range
of digital solutions for
Banks and their customers
like tokenization, where
the customer can use his
phone as an alternative
to plastic cards. In
addition, Taly offers
unique features for cards
enabling customers to
control their cards in real
time and monitor personal
and family cards. These
unique features include
setting withdrawal limits
and controlling where to
use the cards through a
secure mobile application

taly

without the need to
contact the bank.

Taly also enables banks
and financial institutions
with an integrated
platform for managing
and offering their buy-
now-pay-later ~ (BNPL)
services, through which
they can grant credit
and collect installments
digitally. Taly also helps
BNPL providers to make
the right credit decisions
and determine the scope

of financing, utilizing
analytics provided
by Taly’s integrated
platform.

In line with its strategy to
empower corporates and
enhance their business
operations and financial
transactions, Taly offers
corporates various
solutions  like issuing
digital invoices, VCN and
corporate prepaid cards.
All these cards and their
uses and limits can be
controlled through Taly
along with the ability
to track and monitor

all transactions, control
spending  and  view
analytics.

Makled

Firewalls are one of the most
important tools for protecting your
network from cyber threats. They
act as a barrier between a network
and the internet, and they can be
configured to block unauthorized
access and malicious traffic. As
cyber threats continue to evolve,
firewalls have become an essential
part of any cybersecurity strategy.
What is a firewall?A firewall
is a software or hardware-
based system that acts as a
barrier between a network and
the internet. It is designed to
block unauthorized access and

Firewalls can be configured to
control access to a network and
its resources, and they can also be
used to enforce security policies
and detect and prevent cyber
threats.

How do firewalls work?Firewalls
work by analyzing network
traffic and comparing it to a set of
predefined security policies. When
traffic is received, the firewall
checks it against the security
policies to determine whether
it should be allowed through or
blocked. This can be done based
on a number of different criteria,
such as the source or destination
IP address, the type of traffic, or

hardware-based. Software-based
firewalls are typically included
as part of an operating system or
can be installed as an application.
Hardware-based firewalls are
specialized devices that are
installed at the network perimeter
and are specifically designed
to protect networks from cyber
threats.

What are the benefits of using
firewalls?Firewalls are an
essential tool for protecting your
network from cyber threats.
Some of the main benefits of
using firewalls include Preventing
unauthorized access: Firewalls
can block unauthorized access

protect your data and resources are an

, Protecting against malicious
traffic: Firewalls can detect
and block malicious traffic,
such as malware, worms, and
viruses before they can reach
your network and Enforcing
security policies: Firewalls can
be configured to enforce security
policies, such as limiting access
to certain resources or blocking
certain types of traffic.
Enhancing network visibility:
Firewalls can provide network
security teams with visibility into
network traffic, allowing them
to detect and respond to security
threats.

protecting your network,
but they must be configured
correctly to be effective. Some
best practices for configuring
firewalls include:Regularly
updating firewall software and
security policies to address
new threats and vulnerabilities
, Segmenting your network to
limit the scope of a potential
security breach , Restricting
access to your network based on
the principle of least privilege
,Disable unnecessary services
and protocols and Regularly
monitoring firewall logs and
network traffic to detect and

malicious traffic while allowing

the port number.

Mint Group and MDS Computers Partner in UAE to

enhance their Solution Portfolio

By : Mohamed Shawky - Amir
Taha

Global IT consultancy, Mint Group,
and UAE’s leading enterprise system
integrator, MDS Computers (Part of
MDS SI), today announced a strategic
partnership aimed at extending the
reach and enhancing the offerings of
both companies.

The partnership will leverage the
expertise and resources of both
companies to deliver innovative
solutions and services to customers in
the Middle East and beyond. With a
combined wealth of experience and a
strong track record of delivering high-
quality IT solutions, Mint Group and
MDS Computers are well-positioned
to help organisations transform their
IT infrastructure and drive digital
transformation.

Mint Group boasts expertise across
all 3 Microsoft Clouds — Azure,
Dynamics 365, and Microsoft 365.
The company crafts solutions to
help improve customer experience,
increase agility, improve operational
efficiency, and accelerate the digital
transformation journey for businesses
and government institutions globally.
«We are thrilled to partner with
MDS Computers, a company with
a reputation for delivering world-

class IT solutions and services,»
said Yvonne Dias, Mint Group

Chief Finance Officer.  «This
partnership will enable us to provide
complimentary skillsets to those
provided by MDS Computers, we are
confident that together we can help
organisations in the region to achieve
their digital transformation goals.»
“The partnership comes at a time
when Mint is on an aggressive
geo-expansion path. It allows us to
bolster MDS Computers services
while expanding into a new
market.”

It also enables Mint to launch
its marquee asset, ProActive™,
into the Middle Eastern market.

ProActive™ is Mint’s latest
innovation in helping clients scale
their business faster with the
Microsoft Cloud, with an initial
core focus on business applications.
This cloud-based analysis and
design platform simplifies,
standardises, and automates the
enterprise  business application
process. It consists of two stages:
ProActive™ Discover (for system
evaluation and selection) and
ProActive™ Transform (for design,
implementation and enhancement).
By combining technology, decades
of experience creating and
supporting digital transformation,
and carefully defined processes,
Mint’s ProActive™ de-risks and de-
mystifies the business applications
and cloud solutions journey.

«Mint Group is a respected and
well-established IT consultancy
with a strong presence in the
global market,» said Roger Kakhia,
Executive Vice President of MDS
Computers. «By partnering with
Mint Group, we are able to extend
our reach and enhance our overall
solution portfolio, and we are
excited about the opportunities
this partnership will bring to both
companies and our customers.»

What are the best practices for

respond to security threats

SECC New Service: “DX4IT - Digital
Transformation for IT Companies”

sect pxait

By : Amir Taha — Mohamed Shawky

DX4ITis an incremental standard capability-based
reference architecture for IT companies in Egypt. It
provides a common vocabulary, reusable designs and
industry best practices such as: ITIL, COBIT, Agile,
DevOps, CMMI, and TOGAF. DX4IT -capabilities’
definition is based on five dimensions: Process,
People, Information Systems and Technology. The fifth
dimension is concerned with measuring the Outcome and
Performance from the capability.

By implementing DX4IT, companies will build a digital
transformation culture and get the following benefits
Strategy and Transformation Realization, Process and
Capability Improvement , IT Cost and Complexity
Reduction , Creation of Insights and Overviews of
Relations and Dependencies , Standardization and Risk
Mitigation and Innovation Enablement.

DXA4IT Service Description:Baseline Assessment: to
gauge the company’s current capabilities relying
on five dimensions: Process, People, Information
Systems, Technology, and measuring the Outcome and
Performance from the capability.

Implementation: the service includes the following
components to be delivered in 6 months Online training:
2 hours per capability ,Consultation : 12 visits (build 6
basic capabilities) , Final assessment 2 days.
Eligibility Criteria Intended beneficiaries are SW
development organizations (DX4SW) , Testing
organizations (DX4SW) , Organizations aiming to assess
DevOps implementation only , Support organizations.
With the following criteria Local Small and Medium-
sized IT Enterprises that Are Registered at ITIDA
Companies Database and Operating since 2 years at least.



During “MWC 2023” in Barcelona:
Talaat reviews the prospects for advanced mobile networks and their
role in stimulating digital innovation and developing all industries

By: Pakinam Khaled - Amir Taha
Dr. AmrTalaat, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, discussed with
Eng. Fadi Pharaon, Senior Vice President
and President of Ericsson in the Middle
East and Africa, and a number of company
leaders; Expansion of the company’s
activities in the field of exporting digital
services from Egypt, and cooperation in
building digital capabilities.

This came during the participation of
the Minister of Communications in the
activities of the International Exhibition and
Conference for Mobile Phones MWC 2023
organized by the International Association
of Mobile Telephone Networks GSMA in
Barcelona, Spain. It was accomplished to
develop the information infrastructure in
the villages of Egypt within the framework
of the Decent Life Initiative.

The company’s officials also reviewed the
company’s latest products, services and
solutions, in addition to Ericsson’s vision
and future plans in Egypt. Cooperation
opportunities were discussed to benefit
from Ericsson’s technologies and solutions
related to confronting climate change,
in addition to cooperation in the field of
building digital capabilities in line with
Egypt’s digital strategy. Opportunities for

expanding the company’s activities in the
field of outsourcing and exporting digital
services from Egypt through the various
outsourcing centers of Ericsson in Egypt
were also discussed.

The meeting was attended by Eng. Adel
Hamed, Managing Director and CEO of
Telecom Egypt, and from Ericsson’s side;
Andrew Lloyd, head of the company’s
government and political consulting,
Haken Cervel, vice president and head of
the customer department in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia and Egypt, and Ali Shima,
head of government and political consulting
in the Middle East and Africa.

Dr. Amr Talaat also held a meeting with
Jean-Francois Barel, CEO of Nokia, and
a number of the company’s leaders, to
discuss the company’s plans to expand the
volume of its work in the manufacture of
mobile phones in Egypt, and export abroad,
where reference was made to the facilities
provided by the Egyptian state to stimulate
companies. Working in the manufacture
and design of electronics to invest and
expand the size of its business in Egypt.

The meeting was attended by Nokia; Alain
Lejeune, Director of Operations of the
company, Samit Kochar, President of the
company in the Middle East, North Africa

The Minister of Communications reviews
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with Ericsson, Nokia, Detecon and Lenovo the
localization of the electronics industry and design

and India, and Tamer El-Gamal, General
Manager of the company in Egypt and
Sudan.

Dr. Amr Talaat also met with Wilfredo
Sotolongo, Senior Vice President and Head
of Customer Division, Lenovo Group
for Infrastructure Solutions “LENOVO”,

and Eng. Alaa Bawab, General Manager
of Lenovo Group in the Middle East
and Africa; The meeting discussed the
possibility of establishing an engineering
design center for the company in
Knowledge City, the New Administrative
Capital.
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It was mentioned that the Ministry
of Communications and Information
Technology established a center for the
electronics industry in Egypt, in the
Knowledge City in the New Administrative
Capital, which hosts companies specialized
in the field of electronics design, to serve
as a center for research, development and
innovation, with its specialized laboratories.
Dr. Amr Talaat also held a meeting with
Ralph Pichler, CEO of Detecon, a global
company specialized in management and
technology consulting, affiliated to the
German Deutsche Telekom Group.
During the meeting, company officials
reviewed the company’s vision on best
practices and business models for the
development of the telecommunications
industry. The German Deutsche Telekom
Group’s experience in spreading fiber optic
cables was also reviewed.

Dr. Amr Talaat explained the efforts exerted
to spread Egypt’s digital innovation centers
throughout the Republic to prepare digital
cadres in the field of communications

and information technology, and to
support technological innovation and
entrepreneurship.

The meeting was attended by Eng. Adel
Hamed, Managing Director and CEO of

Telecom Egypt. On the part of the company,
Falk Schroeder is a managing partner in the
international telecommunications industry,
Bjorn Minden, a managing partner in a
company for the Middle East and Africa,
and Amir Abdel Azim, a technology
transformation partner and director of the
company’s office in Cairo.

The meetings were attended by Eng. Ahmed
Al-Zaher, Acting CEO of the Information
Technology Industry Development
Authority, Eng.  Sherine  El-Gendy,
Assistant Minister of Communications
and Information Technology for Strategy
and Implementation, Eng. Mohamed Nasr
El-Din, Assistant Minister for International
Informatics Infrastructure, and Dr. Hossam
Othman, Advisor to the Minister for
Technological ~Innovation, Electronics
Industry and Training.

In a related context; Dr. Amr Talaat
attended a session on a future vision in
light of the advantages that advanced
mobile networks continue to provide,
and the new horizons offered by digital
innovation, artificial intelligence
technologies, and augmented reality, and
what these technologies contribute to
developing and supporting transformation
in all industries.

With investments of EGP 90 mn :

AMAN Holding Announces 2022 Business Milestones & Future Plans for 2023

By : Basel Khaled - Wael
Elhosany

AMAN Holding, the most integrated
fintech group in Egypt, announced
its financial results and business
milestones of the full year 2022, as well
as their future plans for the fintech and
financing sectors. The announcement
came during a press conference held
on Sunday 26th of February 23, in the
presence of AMAN Holding’s CEOs,
the media, and a number of c-suite and
senior executives of the company.
Reinforcing  its  contribution  to
empowering all customer segments,
AMAN Holding future plans aim to
provide a more inclusive bundle of
non-banking financial products, to
promote financial inclusion and cashless
economy in line with Egypt’s Vision
2030.

During the press conference, Hazem
Moghazy, CEO - Business &
Commercial AMAN Holding, stated:
“AMAN Holding has gained a lot of
momentum throughout 2022, most
notably, through increasing its capital
and pumping immense investments over
the year, last of which totaled EGP 90
mn. This contributed significantly to

expanding AMAN’s physical presence,
technology and financial services
portfolio, achieving various business
milestones.”

“In 2022, We launched AMAN
Securitization, successfully securitizing
EGP 500 mn through it. We have also
launched a savings service ‘AMAN
Youm-B-Youm’ with a portfolio of
over EGP 6 mn, closing the year on
becoming one of first to introduce nano-
finance and full-fledged Islamic finance
in the Egyptian non-banking sector,”
Moghazy explained.

During Q4 of 2022, AMAN Holding
opened a specialized branch for Islamic
finance, including financial services in
accordance with Shari’ah Islamic law,
which came with total investments
of over EGP 60 mn, aiming to reach a
portfolio of EGP45 million by the end
of the 1styear.

Moghazy pointed out that these steps
come in line with AMAN strategy,
which focuses on offering non-banking
financial services on a wider scale to
support the unbanked and the hard-to-
reach customer segments to achieve

financial inclusion. He also stressed on
the company’s firm commitment to its
customers and how it reflected on the
volume of business, as AMAN gross
transaction value (GTV) jumped to
EGP 36 billion, witnessing nearly 50%
growth rate compared to 2021.

On the AMAN Holding future plans,
Moghazy said, “We aim to reach a total
GTYV of EGP 56 bn by the end of 2023,
as well as expanding into new markets,
including Saudi Arabia and Nigeria. We
also plan to launch Aman prepaid card, a
safe digital money circle service through
our network, AMAN Accept service,
AMAN Banking Agent service along
with developing a B2B supply chain.”
For his part, Mohamed Wahby, CEO
- Products & Technology AMAN
Holding, said: “Our team is working
consistently on improving our digital
infrastructure to ensure the highest
quality of fintech
providing a seamless and safe user-
experience. At AMAN, we are keen
on fostering a cashless society through
helping merchants
adopt financial technology solutions
instead of cash in line with the state’s
efforts.

services while

and consumers

e& and Mastercard partner to
drive an ambitious digital future
for consumers in 16 markets

By :Bakinam Khaled — Nahla Makled

e& has announced a strategic partnership
with Mastercard that will see consumers and
businesses in 16 markets across the Middle
East, Asia and Africa benefit from a variety of
new technologies and user-friendly experiences
powered by Mastercard’s capabilities when
using digital financial services provided by e&
operating companies.

Mastercard will support e& as it expands its
financial services ecosystem across its footprint
by integrating digital payment services and tools
into people’s day-to-day lives. The collaboration
will enhance the consumer user-experience
journey and encourage greater agility and
flexibility in business operations.

Mikhail Gerchuk, CEO, e& international, said:
“Consumers’ payment behaviors and spending
habits have changed dramatically over the last
few years, and it is imperative that we stay
innovative to create solutions that enhance
their digital journey. Our strong presence in
16 countries across the Middle East, Asia and
Africa, provides multiple opportunities to scale
synergies, explore growth opportunities and
identify new possibilities to work in collaboration

with strategic partners. Through our partnership
with Mastercard, we will ramp up our efforts to
bring financial offerings that consumers most
need in the digital age.”

Amnah Ajmal, Executive Vice President, Market
Development, EEMEA, at Mastercard, said:
“We are delighted to partner with e& during
its transformation journey by delivering the
technology and expertise that can take consumer
engagement to a completely new level. This
collaboration further strengthens Mastercard’s
position as a trusted partner for ambitious
businesses who want to expand customer choice
and access.”

Mastercard’s goal is to bring 1 billion people
into the digital economy by 2025, including
50 million micro, small and medium-sized
enterprises (MSMEs), with a focus on 25 million
women entrepreneurs. Mastercard is creating a
future where payments keep pace with the way
we live, work and do business, accelerated by the
rapid transition to digital solutions and offerings.
As more people enter the financial mainstream,
money management tools and solutions must be
fit for purpose — inclusive for all, digitally driven
and built on a foundation of security.

award, as the first fully Al-integrated building in the Middle East:

BEEAH Headquarters receives “Blueprint of the Future”

By : Ali Eldeeb - Nahla Ahmed

The BEEAH Headquarters in Sharjah,
the first fully Al-integrated building in
the Middle East, has just received the
OpenBlue Pioneer “Blueprint of the
Future” award from Johnson Controls
(NYSE: JCI), the global leader for
smart, healthy and sustainable buildings.
Operating at LEED platinum standards
and targeting net zero emissions, the
BEEAH Headquarters uses an on-site solar
power plant to meet a large portion of its
power requirements. An on-site grey water
recycling plant and water-efficient systems
for landscaping applications also ensure
ultra-low water consumption. BEEAH
joins a select group of award winners who
are using the Johnson Controls OpenBlue
suite of connected building solutions to set
new benchmarks for smart, healthy, and

sustainable buildings in a net zero age.
Set against the backdrop of the Sharjah
desert, the new BEEAH Headquarters
was designed to look like intersecting
sand dunes, blending in with the desert
landscape. The unique structure is fully
integrated with an artificial intelligence
(AI)-driven solution powered by OpenBlue
to enable energy efficiency, friction-free
access and security, and connected building
management and employee service
systems.

Poweredby theJohnson Controls’ OpenBlue
digital technology the seamless interaction
within the building provides personalized
experiences for visitors, employees and
management. A mobile app offers a virtual
concierge to order beverages, book meeting
rooms, and manage IT requests. The rooms
themselves automatically adjust light and

temperature settings to make occupants
as healthy and comfortable as possible,
dynamically responding to movement and
set personal preferences. Facial recognition
and automated security allow people to
move seamlessly through the building,

1y

while also monitoring for safety.

The “Blueprint of the Future” award was
presented by George Oliver, Chairman
and CEO of Johnson Controls, to Khaled
Al Huraimel, Group CEO of BEEAH
Group. The BEEAH Headquarters is the

first Johnson Controls OpenBlue Pioneer
in the Middle East. “BEEAH Group has
set a new benchmark for sustainable
workspaces of the future, especially in
addressing the particular challenges of
building sustainably in a hot, arid climate.
The BEEAH Headquarters is an iconic
piece of architecture that provides a key
blueprint for offices in a net zero world.
We congratulate BEEAH for showing how
powerful the combination of visionary
thinking and digital building technology
can be in creating spaces that serve people
and the planet,” said Oliver.

“From its iconic architecture to its digitally
connected environment, the BEEAH
Headquarters is an embodiment of the
group’s strategy of sustainability and
digitalization. Powered by next-generation
technologies that are integrated with energy

and water-efficient systems, the building
demonstrates how technology can help us
accelerate towards sustainability targets.
While preserving resources and protecting
the environment, the building inspires
people inside and out. We believe the
BEEAH Headquarters serves as the ideal
example of the smart built architecture
in tomorrow’s sustainable cities, where
environmental responsibility and quality
of life are of utmost importance,” said Al
Huraimel.

Also commenting on the award,
Mohammad Khalid, Vice President and
General Manager, Johnson Controls,
Middle East and Africa, added: “Johnson
Controls and the BEEAH Group share
the same commitment to the global
sustainability movement and the UAE’s
transition to a circular economy.

Nokia announces strategy update and refreshed brand

By : Wael Elhosany -
Mohamed Elatter

Nokia has announced at MWC
2023 an updated company
and technology strategy, and
unveiled a refreshed brand, as
part of what it calls its long-
term strategic transformation.
Nokia says its refreshed
company strategy is focused
on further acceleration
across six pillars Grow
market share with service
providers, driven by continued
technology leadership , Expand
the share of enterprises within
its customer mix , Continue to
manage its portfolio actively,
to ensure a path to a leading
position in all segments where
it decides to compete , Seize
opportunities from sectors
beyond mobile devices to
monetize Nokia’s IP and
continue to invest in R&D
for Nokia Technologies ,
Implement new business
models, such as as-a-service

ik 1.0

and Develop environmental,
social, and corporate
governance (ESG)into a
competitive advantage and
become the ‘trusted provider of
choice’ in the industry.

To deliver these pillars Nokia
says it has four key enablers:
develop future-fit talent;
invest in long-term research,
especially in key domains
such as 6G; digitalise its own
operations to further improve
agility and productivity; and
refresh the brand.

Nokia’s updated technology
strategy details how networks
will need to evolve to meet
the demands of the metaverse
era. As the world evolves to

increasingly rely on connectivity,
Nokia says the network
will become the underlying
fabric to everything digital
where network performance
and consumability will have
equal weight and importance.
The qualities of traditional
networking, it suggests, will
be required to integrate with
the flexibility and scalability of
cloud.

These networks that sense,
think and act have the potential
to bring the transformative
power of networking to every
industry.

Nokia says it is well positioned
to lead this transformation
through its expansive best-of-
breed portfolio and industry-
leading disruptive research
from Nokia Bell Labs. At
MWC, Nokia is launching
a new slate of products and
services to demonstrate
and enhance its technology
leadership.

ITU Academy Training Centres selected
to enhance digital skills development

By : Sameh Saeed —Ibrahim Ahmed

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) has selected organizations
from around the world to join its new flagship ITU Academy Training Centres
(ATC) programme.

The ATC programme aims to deliver high-quality information and
communication technology (ICT) training to develop both institutional and
individual capacity in ITU’s diverse membership and, in turn, across the
global ICT and telecommunications industry.

The ATCs will become operational in the second half of 2023.“Digital skills
and development are a cornerstone of stronger, more sustainable economies,”
said Doreen Bogdan-Martin, ITU Secretary-General. “The organizations
participating in the ITU Academy Training Centres programme have
demonstrated their commitment to high-quality capacity development for all.
Together, we are nurturing well-equipped digital professionals in developing
countries and strengthening the ability of all countries to achieve the UN
Sustainable Development Goals.”

The selected Centres will support ITU’s development priorities by
strengthening capacity building and boosting technical ICT skills and
proficiency, particularly in developing countries.

Through the ATC programme, training will be provided to intermediate- and
senior-level personnel with courses tailored to the most pressing needs of
ITU’s membership, including on policy and regulation, network infrastructure,
spectrum management, cybersecurity, digital inclusion, and digital services.
The courses will be conducted online through ITU’s e-learning platform,
the ITU Academy. Hybrid and face-to-face courses will also be possible.
Registration will be available online through the ITU Academy platform.

Z.TE promises an extensive line-up of products
and solutions at MWC 2023

By ; Amir Taha — Nahla
Ahmed

Z T E C orporation, a
provider of information and
communication technology
solutions, will be very busy
at MWC 2023, unveiling an
extensive line-up of more
e f fi c ient, eco-friendly and
cutting-edge products and
solutions.

This includes the launch of an
end-to-end efficient network
deployment solution, helping
o p e r ators achieve ultra-
e fficient green connectivity
in all scenarios. The latest
full-scenario UniSite solution
for wireless access will help
operators efficiently deploy
fullband and multi-RAT
networks with optimal TCO
and allow them to be ready for
5 G - Advanced evolution.
The company is displaying

o n e -stop digital services
t h r ough cloud-network-
service integration, helping
o p e rators to explore new
blue ocean markets. It is
s h o wcasing the industry’s
smallest Mini5GC, a wireless
b a s e station with built-in
computing power NodeEngine
solution, industrial gateways
w ith various forms such
as video gateway and time
sensitive networking (TSN)
gateway, and an optical access
product for campuses.

T h e company is also
presenting a ‘private network
as a service’ solution with on-

demand deployment, cloud-
network-service integration,
precise performance, and easy
O&M.

I n the area of power
saving, ZTE is showcasing
P o w erPilot Pro Solution,
w hich intelligently reduces
the power consumption of
networks by up to 35% and
conserves energy throughout
the process by including
s o | utions for full-scenario
solar on site, a next-generation
data centre and new intelligent
energy storage.

A's for innovative practices
in 5G-Advanced evolution
and future optical networks,
the company is displaying
a number of cutting-edge
i n n ovations including
dynamic RIS, the industry’s
fi r st sub-band full-duplex
p 1 ototype.
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