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ITIDA “opens a new cycle for the ITAC initiative”, with 3 million Egyptian pounds in

by: Basel Khaled - Mohamed Elkholy

The Information Technology Industry
Development Agency (ITIDA), affiliated
to the Communications and Information
Technology Authority, revealed that, ac-
cording to the “ITAC” initiative to support
research projects for information technol-

tida itac

T INDUSTAY CEVELOPMENT AERCY pmgram

ogy companies, it was decided to open
the door for participation in a new round
of funding for research projects “CFP 32”
and the submission will start at the first
From March 2022 and ending by 28 April
2022.

The deadline varies according to the type
of CFP, and the deadlines are as the dead-
line for submitting “PRP” will be April
14, 2022 at 3 pm, while the deadline for

)

*

a
Attack on Ukraine: EU and its partnersto 1
remove Russia from SWIFT and sanction i
Russian Gentral Bank

By : Wael Elhoseny — Nahla Makled I
The leaders of the European Commission, France,
Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, Canada, and
the United States committed to undertake new strong
measures against Russia, according to a joint state-
ment. I
First, they committed to ensure that selected Rus-
sian banks are removed from the SWIFT messaging I
system. This will ensure that these banks are discon-
nected from the international financial system and
will harm their ability to operate globally. I
The second commitment is to impose restrictive
measures that will prevent the Russian Central Bank I
from deploying its international reserves in ways that
undermine the impact of sanctions.

The third commitment is to act against the people I
and entities who facilitate the war in Ukraine and the
harmful activities of the Russian government. “Spe-l
cifically, we commit to taking measures to limit the
sale of citizenship — so-called golden passports — that
let wealthy Russians connected to the Russian gov-
ernment become citizens of our countries and gain
access to our financial systems,” says the statement. I
All sides also committed to launch in the coming week

a transatlantic task force that will ensure the effective
implementation of financial sanctions. This task force
will identify and freeze the assets of sanctioned indi-
viduals and companies that exist within concerning
jurisdictions. As a result, new sanctions may target I
additional Russian officials and elites close to the
Russian government, as well as their families, and
their enablers. The sides also committed to engage
other governments and work to detect and disrupt the
movement of ill-gotten gains, and to deny these indi- I
viduals the ability to hide their assets in jurisdictions
across the world.

. | | | | | | |

submitting “ARP” is April 21, 2022 at 3
pm, and the deadline for submitting “PDP”
will be on April 28, 2022 It’s 3 pm.

ICT companies can apply for PDP fund
solely without academic partner upon the
fulfillment of the following conditions.
The prototype was developed by the com-
pany R&D team, the prototype has an in-
novation that can be patented or published,

and the company has a research team that
is capable of filling in the role of the re-
search institutes. In such a case, the pur-
chase of fixed assets is not allowed, and
the following conditions apply:
The PI from the industry should have PhD
and/or papers and/or patents and either:
100% affiliated with the company (mul-
tiple affiliation is not allowed) Or has a
clear evidence (papers or patents or previ-
ous ITAC reports) that he has participated
in the prototype.
Team members from the industry partner
cannot join other ITAC-funded projects
with another affiliation before the success-
ful termination of the previous project and
paying the partial fund return.

The ITAC is pleased to announce the sev-
enth call for product development projects
(PDPs) that target electronics products
ready for MASS PRODUCTION (i.e.,
TRL 9 on NASA Scale). The ceiling of
these projects is 5 MEGP and they are
fully funded by Egypt Makes Electronics
(EME). (Al ITAC rules apply). The same
previous condition is applied; electronic
companies can apply solely for this fund
without the academic partner.

Egypt Makes Electronics is a national
strategy to foster and develop electronics
industry in Egypt and positioning Egypt
as a regional hub for electronics manufac-
turing and global destination of choice for
electronics design and innovation.

By : Bakinam Khaled
Elttar

Two of the world’s leading technol-
ogy firms are collaborating to build the
largest and most advanced smart grid
in Egypt. Drawing on their experience
in information technology and digital
transformation, Schneider Electric and
Cisco are building a highly efficient and
cyber secure network that will utilize
the latest Artificial Intelligence (AI) and
the Internet of Things (IoT) technolo-
gies to manage and support the integra-
tion of traditional and renewable energy
sources.

Schneider Electric signed the contract,
with the Ministry of Electricity and Re-
newable Energy, to build and transform
4 control centers for Egypt’s national
grid, in 2020.

It is part of a wider strategy to create
a world-class smart grid network to
support the country’s long-term energy
needs. Egypt’s Vision 2030 develop-
ment strategy aims to achieve a diversi-
fied and sustainable economy.

Qhe government recognizes the scale

- Mohamed

" Schneider Electric and Cisco partner to build Egypt's
National Smart Grid

of Egypt’s potential energy sources,
and the national Integrated Sustainable
Energy Strategy (ISES) 2035 envisions
renewable energy sources contributing
42% of the country’s power capacity
by 2035. A smart grid that can integrate
both traditional and renewable energy
sources 1is integral to safeguarding
Egypt’s energy future.

As part of the contract, Schneider Elec-
tric will install network control centers
and 4,000 smart ring main units to de-
tect and resolve network faults to ensure
energy availability and stability.

Cisco will supply the IP and security
infrastructure, including Cisco routers,
switches and a variety of cyber security
equipment and tools such as the Cisco
Secure Firewall and Cisco Secure Net-
work Analytics (formerly Stealthwatch).
On site, the grid will be equipped with
Cisco IR1101 5G-ready industrial rout-
ers to support efficient and secure com-
munication with the control centers.

“Egypt’s smart grid is a testament to
what the latest technologies can achieve,
and that is in part thanks to collabora-
tion between companies who are at the
forefront of information technology and
operational technology,” said Sebastien
Riez, Regional Cluster President of
Egypt, North East Africa and Levant at
Schneider Electric.

“This project supports the Egyptian
government’s development aspirations,”
said Ayman Elgohary, Managing Di-
rector, Egypt, Cisco.”With Schneider
Electric, Cisco will help realize Egypt’s
vision of integrating sustainable power
into its energy mix and becoming an en-
ergy hub in the region.” )

VPN demand in Russia ,000% in a week

By : Mohamed Elkholy — Bakinam Khaled
According to in-house aggregated At-
las VPN user data, Virtual Private Net-
work (VPN) installs in Russia surged by
1,906% in the last few days. The interest
in VPN started to increase on February
16, 2022, after the first wave of cyberat-
tacks against Ukraine occurred.

VPN installs reached record heights one
day after another during the last week of
the month.

On February 25, VPN installs rose by
241% above the average. The next day,
on February 26, VPN installs originat-
ing from Russia sky-rocketed by 1,076%
over the norm. Still, this was not the end,
as the following day, VPN installs went
off the charts, soaring 1,906% higher
than the mean.

-

The demand declined by a considerable
margin but remained high on the last day
of February.

We predict that the interest in VPNs will
remain at these heights for the upcoming
weeks. However, if major events con-
tinue, we could see numbers ascending
even higher. Internet restrictions in Rus-

surges by nearly 2

sia are stringent, even if they are not at
the same level as those in China.

The mass media regulations in Russia
have been introduced to restrict harmful
content, mostly related to drug use and
suicide.

However, these regulations have been
routinely abused to censor criticism of
the government or local administrations.
In addition, they also restrict a range of
social media and communication plat-
forms.

While the use of VPN is legal in Russia,
you will be hard-pressed to find a provid-
er that offers servers in Russia. The fed-
eral government has been tightening its
grip on VPN providers since 2017 when
President Putin signed a bill outlawing
the use of certain VPNs.

By : Mohamed Elkholy - Basel Khaled

The Secretary-General of the International Tel-
ecommunication Union (ITU), Houlin Zhao,
today accepted an award for his role in promot-
ing mobile telecommunications as a key driver
for sustainable development and improving
people’s lives.

Zhao received the GLOMO (Global Mobile)
award from the GSMA — representing the
worldwide mobile communications industry —
at the opening of the association’s prestigious
Ministerial Programme at Mobile World Con-
gress in Barcelona, Spain.

“I am honoured to accept the GSMA Award
for Outstanding Contribution to the Mobile
Industry,” Zhao said. “I appreciate the role
that GSMA and its members play in bringing

together this industry to promote telecommu-
nications and ICTs, engage with governments,
and strengthen cooperation with ITU and the
United Nations.” He has encouraged govern-
ments to work with industry players to create
conducive investment conditions for informa-
tion and communication technologies (ICTs),
particularly to bridge digital divides and foster
SOCi0-economic progress.

Heading ITU for eight years, he has underlined
the importance of four key pillars — infrastruc-
ture, investment, innovation, and inclusiveness
(4Is) — to ensure people and communities eve-
rywhere benefit from cutting-edge digital tech-
nologies, including today’s rapidly emerging
5G mobile networks.

The past two years have witnessed a global

ITU Secretary-General receives glohal mobile industry award

surge in connectivity amid the COVID-19
pandemic, with efficient, undisrupted mobile
services facilitating online education, ongoing
commerce, remote work, and social interac-
tions. ITU — the United Nations specialized
agency for ICTs — seeks to promote connectiv-
ity and harness digital development in pursuit
of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals
for 2030. “Over the years, I've seen at first
hand the evolution of the industry,” Zhao said.
“What mobile communications have achieved
during the pandemic is proof of the opportu-
nity before us now, which is to accelerate the
digital transformation for all.”

While 95 per cent of the world’s population
now lives within range of a mobile broadband
network, important blind spots remain, par-

ticularly for rural and remote communities in
Africa and Asia. Only two thirds of people
with the means to connect, including through
mobile broadband, are actual Internet users,
according to the latest ITU statistics.

This leaves about 2.9 billion people, or 37 per
cent of the world’s population, “digitally ex-
cluded”, almost entirely in developing coun-
tries.

The Secretary-General noted the start of a key
ITU decision-making conference, the World
Telecommunication Standardization Assembly,
tomorrow in Geneva, Switzerland. Two more
global ITU conferences — the World Telecom-
munication Development Conference and the
organization’s
Conference — are to follow later this year.
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Egypt's “Narrative Summit - Reshaping Norms : “
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SERVING THE LEGENDS: AGON PRO
AG254FG available now in UAE

By : Bakinam Khaled - Mohamed Shawky
The world’s number one gaming monitor brand AGON by
AOC today launches an entirely new product category for
the most demanding and competitive gamers and esports
players AGON PRO in UAE. The first model launched in
the AGON PRO category brings cutting-edge technologies
to the gamers that require legendary specs.

The 24.5” (62.2 cm) AGON PRO AG254FG employs a fast
IPS panel with Full HD resolution
and a 360 Hz refresh rate for unbeat-
able gaming performance, combined
with a 1 ms GtG response time and
Nvidia G-Sync with NVIDIA Reflex
Latency Analyzer to minimise sys-
tem latency.

The 24.5 AGON PRO AG254FG
sports a powerful design for the best
gamers out there and was bestowed
the “reddot design award”. The
3-side frameless frontal design is de-
liberately minimal to reduce distrac-
tions and a shadow shield increases
visibility when the stage lights shine
bright during tournaments. On the backside, the monitor
features strong lines and striking accents of the AGON
Light FX RGB lighting, which provides 14 lighting modes
and 10.000s of RGB light combinations that can be custom-
ised with the special AOC software, G-Menu. The AGON
LED logo projection on the front also increases the flair for
gamers to show their unique gaming style.

Pankaj Budhiraja, Category Manager — AOC Monitor —
Middle East & Africa, said: “AOC Gaming pays tribute to
the spirit of contest and competition with AGON Gaming
Monitors. AGON PRO displays powered by state of art
technology combined with market intelligence and under-
standing that enables us to design our solutions with a gamer
in the mind”.

Budhiraja added that AOC is constantly making improve-
ment based on the R&D to support the regionally launched
products in consideration to the response of our customers’
requirements specially for gamers and according to their
needs and their continuous dreams towards the screens they
prefer and enjoy playing on.
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Esaal's Employee Wellness Program bene-

fits over 10,000 employees across 10 companies

By : Basel Khaled — Mohamed Eltter

Online consultancy platform Esaal, a subsidiary of A15
and the leading online platform for physical and mental
health consultations in MENA, reached its first mile-
stone with over 10,000 employees across 10 companies
having access to the platform’s Employee Wellness
Program. The online consultation platform aims to be-
come the largest health center and market leader in the
field of health consultations, in addition to fulfilling Es-
aal’s commitment to improving employee performance
and fostering healthy work environments.

Employees gain access to a range of personalised and
certified consultancy services, including medical con-
sultations, psychotherapy, life coaching, nutrition, and
fitness consultations, through partnerships with top
healthcare facilities, fitness facilities, and psychother-
apy clinics. All wellness services are easily accessible
to employees of companies registered in the Employee
Wellness Program.

Fadi Doss, Chief Executive Officer at Esaal, said: “At
Esaal, we place great emphasis on the mental and phys-
ical wellbeing of employees. Our goal is to improve
mental wellness, thereby enhancing employee produc-
tivity. The Employee Wellness Program was designed
with this vision in mind, helping them with all the es-
sential assistance needed for physical and mental well-
being.”

Doss added: “We also provide a comprehensive range
of consultancy services to meet users’ needs and as-
sist employees to maintain their overall wellbeing by
working with experts from specialized fields, as well as
healthcare facilities, fitness, and psychotherapy clinics.
The program presents employees with a simple user ex-
perience that maintains privacy and presents credible
and professional answers for queries regarding physi-
cal and mental wellness. We’re constantly developing
the platform to increase its capabilities, in an effort to
become the leading platform for healthcare consulta-
tions.”

Esaal has successfully provided services to over
850,000 customers in the Middle East since 2018, an-
swering over a million specific queries related to physi-
cal and mental health, and providing guidance to users
on overall wellbeing

To learn more about the program’s benefits and the sup-
port services provided by the platform, please contact
via e-mail: info@esaal.me

By : MoQ89amed Elttar — Nahla
Ahmed

said there is no evidence that Er-

icsson employees were directly

By : Nahla Makled — Wael Elhosany
Egypt’s Narrative Summit platform released

gall the government services and
payments in conformity with the

develop, run, and operate the techno-

logical and digital services of the Hard on the heels of recent news

involved in any payments to IS. In

a new episode of “Narrative Summit — Re-
shaping Norms” titled “The Full Edge of
Egypt’s Private Mega Projects”, which high-
lighted the role of the private sector in devel-
oping some of the most prominent projects
in Egypt benefiting from the pro-business
environment and economic reforms. In ex-
clusive interviews during the episode, Mr.
Ibrahim Sarhan, Chairman and Managing
Director of E-Finance Group for Financial
and Digital Investments and Dr. Ahmed
Moharram, Group Executive Director of
ACE Moharram-Bakhoum and president of
Anchorage Investments discussed how the
private sector was successfully integrated
into the development process and the mega
projects in the country boosting Egypt’s eco-
nomic potentials and luring foreign invest-
ments.

“E-Finance Group for Financial and Digi-
tal Investments has succeeded in digitizin-

State’s plan for digital transfor-
mation, said Mr. Sarhan, Chair-
man and Managing Director of
“E-Finance”.

“E-Finance IPO in Cairo stock
exchange was oversubscribed
7 times with remarkable inter-
est from foreign investors. The
floating helped expand the own-
ership base of the company and
raised the number of the share-
holding investment funds. This has
attracted a considerable amount of
foreign investments sought by the govern-
ment,” he added.

E-Finance started to diversify its invest-
ments in health, tourism, and transport
sectors over the past two years, and will
continue to do so in the coming two years.

The company has partnered with the Gen-

eral Authority for Health Insurance to

he said. E-Finance, according to Mr.
Sarhan, has contributed to the setting up
of e-commerce platforms and smart card
management. Moreover, the company has
completed the digital financial network of
the Ministry of Agriculture and the launch
of the “Farmer’s Card” in cooperation
with the ministry and the Central Bank of

Egypt.

health insurance sector all over the
country. In the tourism sector, the
company has participated in two
projects related to archaeology
and museums. “We have imple-
mented the digital transforma-
tion project for museums and
archeological sites in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Tourism
and Archaeology including an
electronic platform for ticket res-
ervation online or via mobile app”,

that there may have been serious
compliance breaches by its con-
tractors in Iraq, Ericsson’s internal
investigations, leaked to a number
of press sources, have revealed
more damaging details — including
allegations that the telecoms giant
may have been involved in corrup-
tion in a number of other countries.
Leaked documents seen by the
International Consortium of Inves-
tigative Journalists (IC1J) and sent
to a number of media outlets appar-
ently allege not only the payment
of bribes to the Islamic State (IS)
terrorist group but that the compa-
ny had put its contractors at risk in
the drive to keep doing business in
militant-controlled Iraq. A public
statement from Ericsson reported
recently on this site admitted to

[Emcssou ?]

“serious breaches of compliance
rules” in Iraq between 2011 and
2019. However, the more detailed
internal investigation mentions
bribes to IS and a slush fund run
by contractors working for Erics-
son, among other things.

The UK’s Guardian newspaper
reports that many of the allega-
tions in Iraq relate to contractors
working for Ericsson guaranteeing
effective transporting of the com-
pany’s infrastructure through Irag.
This, according to the investiga-
tors, may have involved bribes to
militants and improper payments
to customs officials to avoid bor-
der taxes.

The investigators have, however,

addition the report points out that
there has been no firm interview
confirmation of any allegations.
However, email evidence does
apparently support some of the al-
legations.

More serious, perhaps, are reports
that the drive to continue the firm’s
commercial operations even after
IS took control of Mosul may have
resulted in the kidnapping of con-
tractors.

This is not just about Iraq. The
Guardian notes that a US$1billion
settlement with the US Depart-
ment of Justice involving corrupt
payments through slush funds
between 2000 and 2016 men-
tions only five countries— Djibouti,
China, Vietnam, Indonesia and
Kuwait.
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In the field of submarine cables :

Talaat discusses cooperation with Bharti Airtel and reviews investment

By: Basel Khaled - Mohamed EI Khouly

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications and Informa-
tion Technology, met with Sunil Bharti Mittal, Chairman of
the Board of Directors of the Indian Bharti Airtel Group of
Companies, to discuss ways of cooperation in the field of sub-
marine cables.

This came on the sidelines of the exhibition, and it came on
the sidelines of the opening of the Mobile Exhibition in Bar-
celona, Spain.

Dealing with the problem of supply The company provides
solutions for the proposed solutions of submarine cables and
their international and safe infrastructure.

During ; Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications, Infor-
mation Technology, Information Technology and Communi-
cations confirmed other cables.

For his part, Eng. Adel Hamed, Managing Director and CEO
of Maritime Transport Company, said: “To move to space ex-
ploration for international communications.”

This opportunity added to the Indian company Bharti Airtel,
one of the largest telecom operators in India and the world, as
it owns infrastructure for telecommunication services in 18
countries in Asia, and a relationship with one of the largest
Indian companies investing in the field of international sub-
marine cables.

Regarding the Telecom Egypt’s international network, it
has more than 140 landing points in more than 60 countries
around the world. The company is investing in expanding the
opportunity for submarine cables, which are the shortest and
joint sea routes of Africa, Asia and Europe. Landing stations
for submarine cables and land tracks for transit as well as in-

opportunities with STL

vestment in submarine cable systems and solutions start from
the place of opportunity in the airspace.

In a related context, Dr. Amr Talaat held a meeting with Ankit
Agarwal, founder and CEO of STL, to discuss investment op-
portunities in Egypt in the field of optical fiber cables.

The meeting witnessed the exhibits of government organiza-
tions, the Ministry of Defense, Digital Egypt through the digi-
tization of government services; In addition to developing the
infrastructure and implementing a project to connect 4,500
villages over many years through optical fibers, as part of the
Dignified Life initiative.

The meeting touched on the efforts of the Egyptian state to
build smart cities based in their structure, and it has succeeded
in cooperating in building national capacities of engineers and

(" Rrab African International Bank partners up with
Liferay to accelerate its digital transformation

technicians, cooperating in the manufacture of fiber-optic ca-
bles, and exporting to neighboring countries benefiting from
free trade with Egypt.

Its service centers are also indicated; Calling for aviation ser-
vices in Heliopolis to take advantage of the incentives at first,
the company was also invited to attend the Electronics Inno-
vation Center in the Knowledge City in the new capital.

The representation was attended by Eng. Mohamed Nasr, As-
sistant Minister of Communications and International Infor-
mation Technology, and Eng. Adel Hamed, Managing Direc-
tor and CEO of Telecom Egypt.

STL is an Indian multinational company specializing in fiber
optics, cables, large scale plans and networks, with its corpo-
rate headquarters in Mumbai. Specializes in projects in more
than 150 countries.

Dr. Amr Talaat also met with Eng. Hatem Dowidar, CEO of
Etisalat Group, to discuss the company’s investments in Egypt.
During the joint meeting, Dr. Amr Talaat stressed the govern-
ment operating in Egypt, and the improvement of the quality
of communications services provided to citizens.

from his side ; The representative of the Egyptian government,
the Egyptian government, the commercial bank, the commer-
cial bank, the commercial bank, the commercial bank, the
commercial bank, the commercial bank, some, some, others
Trademark for commercial number

The meeting was attended by Eng. Hossam El-Gamal, CEO
of the National Telecom Authority, Eng. Mohamed Nasr, As-
sistant Minister of Communications and International Infor-
mation Technology, Eng. Hazem Metwally, CEO of Etisalat
Egypt, and leaders of Etisalat Misr.
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-1 wrab african international bank

B Liferay

in the banking sector.

application.

By : Mohamed Elkholy — Basel Khaled

In line with its digital transformation and cus-
tomer-centric strategy, Arab African International
Bank (AAIB) announced a collaboration with
Liferay Inc.; a leading provider of digital plat-
forms. This tie-up is believed to enhance AAIB
customers’ digital experience, through facilitating
and securing their access to the bank’s various
touchpoints, whether internet banking or mobile

By implementing Liferay’s latest digital technol-
ogy on the bank’s website, AAIB customers will
be able to smoothly and swiftly access a variety
of financial services, via any electronic device.
In addition, Liferay solutions will be assisting
the bank in achieving its strategic goals of finan-
cial resilience, customer focus, and innovation,
through the use of new operating system models,
data, and digitization, as the new platform will
cater to evolving business and individual needs.

Commenting on this collaboration, Mr. Haytham
El Maayergi, AMD Group Chief Operation Offic-
Qr of AAIB, stated that joining hands with a com-

and extended expertise.

businesses,

pany with such robust expertise such as Liferay,
helps the bank to revamp its online portal, enrich-
ing its content, and providing advanced solutions
that are being implemented globally, particularly

He added: “Digitization and electronic transac-
tions are the defining characteristics of the current
era and the future. As a result, the bank is pursu-
ing an ambitious digital transformation strategy,
which ensures the creation of digital channels that
enable us to easily reach our consumers, in order
to be able to offer a diversity of banking services
and products. Therefore, we partnered with Lifer-
ay to redesign the bank’s website, and modernize
its content management system, as we intend to
work on future projects, with the same company,
to capitalize on our mutual success.”

Omar Sheliby, Country Sales Manager at Liferay
Egypt, expressed his pleasure to work with AAIB,
noting that it is one of the most prestigious enti-
ties in the Egyptian banking sector. He also af-
firmed that one of the main reasons behind this
cooperation was the bank’s limitless ambition

“As part of Liferay’s commitment to aiding banks,
and governmental organizations
while building new digital platforms, we provid-
ed AAIB with the leading Liferay DXP solution,
which is built on cutting-edge digital solutions to
meet the global competitive standards.

By : Basel Khaled — Wael Elhoseny
Orange has announced suppliers for its
5G standalone (5G SA) networks in Eu-
rope, including networks in Poland and
Slovakia.

The company describes the deployment
of 5G SA solutions in Orange countries
in Europe as a major milestone that will
enable the future development of value-
added, on-demand and customized ser-
vices for Orange customers in all sectors
of the economy.

Orange says 2022 is a year of preparation,
testing and deployment to facilitate com-
mercial launches from 2023. Orange is
mobilizing its experts and setting up what
it calls a Network Integration Factory to
test and validate technical chains and the
performance of end-to-end services, and
to conduct tests with users.

Orange has chosen Ericsson’s 5G SA
core network for Poland, Belgium, Spain
and Luxembourg; Nokia’s 5G SA core
network for Slovakia and France; and
Nokia’s Subscriber Data Management for
all countries. Oracle Communications has
been chosen for 5G core signalling and
routing in all countries.

For other network functions, in particular
the radio, a software update of the exist-
ing equipment will be carried out.

J

orange’

The technology is already available for
learning, testing and innovating with in-
terested companies at Orange 5G Lab
sites, and deployable globally on demand
for B2B customers with Orange Business
Services’ private network solutions.

According to TeleGeography’s
CommsUpdate Orange Poland has said
the signing of the five-year agreement
opens the path for the implementation of
5G SA cloud solutions, which will allow
it to offer new services to business and in-
dividual customers in the next few years.
Orange 5G services were first launched in
Poland in July 2020. By the end of 2021
5G networks covered more than six mil-
lion people across the country.

By : Mohamed Elkholy - Moham-
ed Eltter -

CommerceUp, a start-up service
provider of cloud-based e-com-
merce platform, has officially de-
buted in the MENA region to offer a
next-generation end-to-end unified
technology solution to its steadily
growing online business sector.

The company’s presence in the re-
gion signals the start of its height-
ened efforts to redefine e-Commerce
2.0 by offering state-of-the-art soft-
ware, services and infrastructure. Its
solutions designed to allow busi-
nesses to rapidly and efficiently
scale online, thus enabling them to
bring their 100 per cent attention to
their core products, brand and cus-

tomers.

CommerceUp debuts in MENA region to provide end-to-end e-commerce technology solution

online storefront,

N\

CommerceUp’s entry to the market
comes at a time when the growth
outlook on the region’s e-commerce
industry remains upbeat. According
to Digital Marketing Researches &
Reports ,the value of the regional
market rose from USD 18.6 billion
in 2016 to USD 41.5 billion in 2020.
Piyush Pathak, Founder & CEO,
CommerceUp, said: “We launched
CommerceUp to address the unique
technology needs of medium and
large enterprises in the region. As a
cloud-based, flexible and adaptable
e-commerce platform, we under-
stand the pain points being experi-
enced by many brands today when
scaling their businesses, dealing

o @CommerceUp

with costly plugins and being de-
pendent on multiple companies. We
want to deliver a solution to these
problems. CommerceUp is the right
partner for businesses. We not only
provide consultation and guidance,
but we also implement and execute
the whole process.”

With its technology, CommerceUp
guarantees support for the three
pillars of e-commerce, which are

post-checkout
operations and customers and sales
growth. It offers a single platform
that is integrated with key tools that
do away with plugin dependency.
On its cost-effective platform, com-
panies can build their websites, so-
cial media accounts and mobile ap-
plications without the need to form
an in-house technical team, thus en-
suring significant cost savings.

The company’s quick-to-launch
technology is integrated as well
with powerful features that allow
marketing and promotion, easy
management of inventory, custom-
ers and orders and access to third-
party service providers such as pay-
ment and logistics partners.

“Many brands fail as they are not
able to connect with the right tech-
nology partner. They have a moun-
tain of things to think about— from
product design and branding to
marketing to sales to legal and HR
issues. We are solving this gap by
providing a fast and efficient way
of going online and selling products
online. They can execute processes
and achieve results efficiently by
effectively running their business
in one place rather than opening10
different dashboards. Our commit-
ment is to support businesses who
are facing growth challenges due
to current market e-commerce plat-
form limitations,” Pathak added.

THREE NEW AFFORDABLE NOKIA C-
SERIES SMARTPHONES UNVEILED

By : Bakinam Khaled — Mohamed Halmy

Hot on the heels of the recent launch of the Nokia G11 and
Nokia G21 earlier this month, HMD Global, the home of
Nokia phones, today announces three new Nokia C-series
smartphones — the Nokia C21, Nokia C21 Plus and Nokia C2
2nd Edition. This is in response to success for Nokia smart-
phones within the affordable smartphone market, which saw
a 41% smartphone revenue growth for HMD increase from
2020 to 2021. HMD Global reached its first full year of op-
erational profitability in 2021 .

Forecasting one million subscriptions to its Services suite
in H1 2022, HMD’s Services business will see significant
growth and scale in 2022. This milestone marks an inflection
point in the scale of HMD Global’s connectivity, EMM, [oT
and security offerings and positions the company for greater
penetration into the enterprise space in the coming years.
Florian Seiche, Chief Executive Officer, HMD Global: “2021
was a transformational year, resulting in solid revenue growth
across the business and today, we are celebrating a profitable
new chapter for HMD Global with the release of three new
affordable Nokia devices which are not only safe, reliable and
durable, but ensure as many people as possible can access the
latest innovative technology for less.

I am excited to announce that our services portfolio includes
a secure device financing solution for smartphones and other
devices. At HMD, we are bringing together these two ingre-
dients, a high-quality smartphone experience and a financing
solution which builds upon our mission to make modern mo-
bile technology accessible to everyone.

r---------

I ITE releases series of new 3G prod-
ucts and solutions at MWC 2022

I By : Bakinam Khaled — Mohamed Elkholy
ZTE Corporation has released series of new 5G products and
solutions at the Mobile World Congress in Barcelona, Spain.
The new products and solutions showcase ZTE’s great com-
mitment to building the simplest 5G network with energy ef-
ficiency, boosting the digital transformation of the industries
with all-in-one private network and operating the complex
network with ease.
ZTE’s UniSite NEO, among the new solutions, is the indus-
try’s simplest site solution. Powered by the integrated radio
unit OmniUBR Series, it is capable of reducing the radio
units from 18 to 5, and supporting a 6-band 3-sector site with
only 5 units, thus significantly decreasing site rental cost by
up to 57% and delivering 40% lower power consumption.
Also, ZTE has updated its 5G RAN portfolio with the new-
generation Massive MIMO product series. It includes 32TR
and 64TR AAUs, up to 192 antenna elements and 320 watt,
and introducing the industry’s lightest Massive MIMO prod-
uct weighing 9kg for high traffic site with limited space.
ZTE’s full scenario product portfolio update wraps up the
radio network enhancement and improves the ROI for its
operators.
At MWC 2022, ZTE presents an all-in-one 5G private net-
work solution based on the new model of 5G network as a
service. This is a one-stop order-to-service package with the
pre-integrated software and hardware, as well as converged
4G and 5G networks. The package has the tailor-made net-
work features to empower the digital society.
ZTE introduces three major types of 5G private network, in-
cluding the compact cabinet for smart factories with dozens
of enterprise applications to be launched on the cloud, single
server i5GC for comprehensive campus where applications
I are more diversified and data security and self-service are
mandatory, and embedded MEC for a very limited equip-
ment room and simple application scenarios.
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Trend Micro provides a glimpse into the future of cybersecurity

with Project 2030

By : Basel Khaled — Wael Elhoseny
Trend Micro Incorporated , a global lead-
er in cybersecurity solutions, released a
visionary report and a dramatized video
series articulating how the world might
look at the start of the next decade — and
how the security sector might respond to
evolving cybercrime innovation.

By 2030, connectivity will affect every
aspect of daily life, on both the physi-
cal and psychological levels. Malicious
threat actors will evolve to use and abuse
technological innovation, which is ex-
pected in the consistent change of the
threat landscape. The report itself looks
at the world in 2030 through the perspec-
tives of a fictional citizen, a business, and
a government. It offers a detailed analy-
sis of evolving cyber threats and how
these might impact security stakeholders.
“Today, Al, machine learning, and In-
ternet of Things (IoT) devices have all
found a commonplace in our daily lives.
Therefore, we must remain vigilant in
safeguarding our digital activities and
equipping ourselves to successfully navi-
gate through cyber-threats attempting to

disrupt our digital experiences.,” said Dr.
Moataz Bin Ali, Vice President and Man-
aging Director, MEA for Trend Micro.
“Project 2030 not only provides predicted
scenarios in a new digital era but also
prepares us for cybersecurity challenges
that are less than a decade away. This
report reflects our commitment and pro-
vides invaluable guidance for enterprises
and communities in the region to further
secure their digital journeys for a better
tomorrow”

Among the predictions in the report
are:Al tools democratize cybercrime on
a whole new scale to individuals with

no technical skill , Attacks cause chaos
with supply chains and physical harm
to humans through their cyber-implants

* Social engineering and misinforma-

tion become more visceral and harder
to ignore when delivered via ubiquitous
Heads Up Displays (HUDs) and Mas-
sive IoT (MloT) environments attract
sabotage and extortion attacks targeting
manufacturing, logistics, transportation,
healthcare, education, retail, and the
home environment

Al-powered confusion makes attribution
virtually impossible, pushing the secu-
rity industry’s focus towards incident re-
sponse and IAM at the edge , 5G and 6G
connectivity everywhere drive more so-
phisticated and precise attacks , “Every-
thing as a Service” turns cloud providers
into hugely lucrative targets for cyber-at-
tackers , Grey markets emerge for those
that want tools to confound workplace
monitoring and Techno-nationalism be-
comes a key geostrategic tool for some of
the world’s most powerful nations, with
the gulf between them and the have-nots
widening further

By : Nahla Makled — Bakinam Khaled
Members of the International Telecom-
munication Union (ITU) today approved
a fourth technology as part of ongoing
standards development for 5G mobile ser-
vices. Known as “DECT 5G-SRIT”, the
new technology supports a range of uses,
from wireless telephony and audio stream-
ing to industrial Internet of Things (IoT)
applications, particularly in smart cities.

It was added in the first revision to ITU’s
key recommendation IMT-2020, which
broadly encompasses fifth-generation, or
5@, networks, services, and devices.

This ITU Radiocommunication Sector
(ITU-R) Recommendation — providing a
set of global technical 5G standards — re-
flects continual consultation and discus-
sion among governments, companies,
regulators, and other stakeholders dealing
with radiocommunication worldwide.

Along with fostering connectivity across
borders, ITU promotes the global rollout
of 5G as a key driver to achieve the UN’s
17 Sustainable Development Goals.

“New and emerging technologies like 5G
will be essential to build an inclusive, sus-
tainable future for all people, communities
and countries,” said ITU’s Secretary-Gen-
eral, Houlin Zhao. “Under the ongoing

International Mobile Telecommunications
or IMT programme, our diverse global
membership continues its long-standing
contribution to advance broadband mo-
bile communications, furthering our mis-
sion to leave no one behind in connecting
the world.” ITU — the United Nations
agency entrusted with coordinating radio-
frequency spectrum worldwide — today
published the specifications for the new
technology as Recommendation ITU-R
M.2150-1.

The technology is designed to provide a
slim but strong technical foundation for
wireless applications deployed in a range
of use cases, from cordless telephony to
audio streaming, and from professional
audio applications to the industrial Inter-
net of Things (IoT) applications, such as
building automation and monitoring.

The European  Telecommunications
Standards Institute (ETSI) laid the essen-
tial groundwork jointly with the DECT
Forum, a worldwide association of the
digital enhanced cordless telecommuni-
cations (DECT) or wireless technology
industry.

ITU’s Radiocommunication Director,
Mario Maniewicz, said: “The highly col-
laborative process involves substantial

input from and coordination with the ITU
Member States, equipment manufactur-
ers, network operators, standards devel-
opment organizations, and the academic
community. [TU provides a unique global
framework to discuss the capabilities of
new radio technologies.” Andreas Zipp,
Chairman of the DECT Forum, welcomed
the addition of the new technology to
IMT-2020. “Inclusion as part of ITU’s
global 5G standards affirms the signifi-
cance of this technology moving forward,”
he said. Other candidate radio interface
technologies underwent the international
mobile telecommunication (IMT) evalua-
tion process over the past year, although
only one qualified to be added at this stage.
The revised IMT-2020 recommendation
now includes the new standard, which Eu-
ropean standards developers recognized
could support 5G uptake everywhere.
“The ETSI DECT standard received IMT-
2000 approval more than twenty years
ago,” noted ETSI’s Chief Technical Offic-
er, Adrian Scrase. “5G therefore presented
an ideal opportunity to develop this new,
non-cellular, radio standard, which is par-
ticularly suited for smart meters, Industry
4.0, building management systems, logis-
tics and smart cities.”
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