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Egypt's Ministry of Finance Automates National Tax System in Gollahora-

=By : Bakinam Khaled — Wael Elhoseny

The Egyptian Ministry of Finance announced
its collaboration with IBM Consulting and
SAP SE to help automate the Egyptian tax
system as part of the Egyptian government’s
digital transformation strategy.

With taxes representing more than 75% of the
general revenues of the state®, the Egyptian
Ministry of Finance kicked off a comprehen-
sive national project for the automation and
digitalization of the Egyptian Tax Authority
processes and procedures to integrate the in-
formal economy into the formal economy, en-
hance governance over tax return, list the tax
community more accurately, and expand the
tax base, to lay the foundations for tax justice,
and fair competition in markets.

IBM Consulting, in collaboration with its stra-
tegic partner SAP, is providing an integrated
solution that is based on the SAP® Tax and
Revenue Management for Public Sector pack-
age. The package is designed to equip the Min-
istry of Finance with a comprehensive business
operations automation platform to help stream-
line and automate its business processes into
intelligent workflows, enhance collaboration
and elevate its citizen experiences. The system

Bosta for logistic

By : Wael Elhosany — Mohamed Elttar

Leading logistics company Bosta has just announced the
opening of its first office in Riyadh, signaling the official
launch of its business to provide its distinguished servic-
es to its customers in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. This
move was made in line with the country’s Vision 2030
initiatives to support the local economy through various I
strategic programs aimed at business owners and entre-
preneurs. The expansion is also part of Bosta’s plan to I
spread and offer its services across the Middle East after

a very successful launch in Egypt.

The new expansion comes in parallel with Bosta’s great
success in raising a new investment round (Pre-Series
B) through regional and international investors led by
Khwarizmi Ventures, along with other current investors I
in addition to Hassan Allam Holding. “We are pleased to
launch Bosta in Riyadh. We believe that this step will en-
able us to significantly expand our activities in a market I
that’s very important to us. The launch of our office in
KSA is part of Bosta’s expansion plans across the Mid- I
dle East this year, which will be followed by another
launch in the region by the end of this year,” said Eng.
Mohamed Ezzat, co-founder and CEO of Bosta. “Our of-
fice in Riyadh is Bosta’s first venture in the Arab region,
continuing our success that started in Egypt in 2017 that
managed to deliver 10 million shipments since our intro-
duction in the market,” he added. Commenting on the
launch, Chief Growth Officer at Bosta, Omar Yaghmour,
said: "KSA marks the first step of Bosta's expansion to I
become a global player, our goal is to scale Bosta to be-

come one of the top players in the region”.

services raisell anewin-
vestment to expand globally starting from KSA I

n e TR ..

vy

was successfully piloted with 10 tax offices
in Greater Cairo and will continue to expand
across Egypt later this year.

As part of the collaboration, IBM implement-
ed IBM Cloud Pak for Business Automation
designed to infuse Al into the Ministry’s pro-
cesses and provide taxpayers, tax officers and

collectors with a smoother, more automated,
and well-governed taxation journey. This can
enhance accuracy in taxpayers’ submissions,
drive deeper understanding of the tax process
and enable the Ministry to focus on higher-
value work like minimizing tax evasion and
helping increase national tax revenue.
Commenting on the achievement, Dr. Mo-
hamed Maait, Minister of Finance, said: “The
project is part of the digital transformation
strategy that the government has launched to
enhance the business ecosystem in Egypt. The
modernization of the current taxation system
is also part of the Unified Tax Law and the na-
tional vision to maximize public revenues.” Dr.
Maait added, “The Ministry is keen to adopt
advanced technology in its reform agenda
which is why we selected IBM and SAP as
partners for the modernization of the tax core
system and empowering the e-payments strat-
egy.”

Marwa Abbas, General Manager, IBM Egypt,
stated: “We are honored to be leading such a
complex project that can help supports the na-
tional economy. IBM delivered a tailored so-
lution to the Ministry of Finance in the short
term, and based on the roll-out pilot experi-

ence, the outcomes were quite successful. We
are confident that the integrated core taxation
model can support Egypt’s digital transforma-
tion journey.”

Tamer Fahmy, Managing Partner, IBM Egypt
Consulting stated that: “We are proud that the
solution from IBM and SAP is providing the
taxpayer community in Egypt with a robust
and well governed platform through which all
companies and taxpayers can pay off their du-
ties and the Egyptian Tax authority can better
govern and control tax collection. Our proven
record in the local market, deep SAP consult-
ing expertise and commitment to client success
are among the reasons that led to the selection
of IBM for such an important project to the na-
tional economy of Egypt.”

This is the latest example of how IBM is col-
laborating with ecosystem partners like SAP to
help clients modernize their infrastructure and
address the needs of the hybrid cloud era. IBM
has committed to a $1 billion investment in its
partner ecosystem over the next three years.
This investment is already supporting collabo-
rations to support customers as they migrate
their mission-critical workloads to the hybrid
cloud.

safety, and battery life.

=By : Basel Khaled — Nahla Makled

I realme, the world’s fastest-growing smartphone brand, has just
announced that realme GT Neo 3 will be the world’s fastest
150W charging smartphone, delivering 50% in 5 minutes. More-

I over, realme will also introduce world’s first 100W - 200W smart
devices charging architecture - UltraDart Charging Architecture,

I which would make it a comprehensive solution combining speed,

Fast charging on smartphones has been one of the most meaning-
ful innovations of recent years and changes a consumer’s habits
around how they charge and use their phone. Over the past, the
current realme smartphones usually come equipped with either
the dart charge or super dart charge technology, which gives us-
ers charging power between 18W and 65W. The smartphones can
be fully charged under 35 mins. In fact, realme was consistently
invested in providing the public with the fastest and most effi-
cient charging experience possible to take that to the next level.
The newest breakthrough, realme’s fast 150W charging technol-
ogy, could reach 50% charging in just 5 minutes.

UltraDart Charging Architecture, also simply called UDCA, is
realme’s brand new technical breakthrough. It is also the world’s
first charging architecture. Remarkably, the UDCA can support
charging powers between 100W and 200W with three techno-
logical advancements, including speed, safety and battery life.
Firstly, UDCA provides the world faster charging speed. Spe-
(iﬁcally, the Ultra Fast Charging of UDCA utilizes Multi Boost

" realme to unveil World's Fastest Charging Smartphone, realme 6T )
i Neo 3, delivering 50% in 5 minutes with 150W

orld's

safety hazards.

art Devices Charging
itecture :

Charge Pumps to increase the charging current, enabling the
smartphone can be charged faster. More than speed, UDCA also
has outstanding safety and battery life performance.

In terms of safety, UDCA helps the smartphone always keep the
temperature at an ideal level while charging. This is because
that realme’s UDCA has a vital Ultra Heat Management on the
strength of a Temperature Management Algorithm to keep the
thermal temperature below 43°C. In this way, users could spend
a long-time playing games or watching videos without potential

First 100W-200W

J

Khaled

reach them easily.

For the consumers, The Switchers Products

The Switchers Products, the new online
platform for sustainable products and ser-
vices is finally available! This platform dis-
plays the green entrepreneurs’ sustainable

products and services, including those of
I The Switcher Community, as well as some
information about the item, the profiles of
the producers/service providers, details on
their business and their contact in order to

Fisd the best
ndalazhle
ot amd

=

and are guaranteed as sustainable.

* 6

Q,

is the place to find good quality products
and services that have been verified before
they were made available on the platform

The Switchers Products, a new platiorm for sustainable products and services

By ; Mohamed Elkholy — Bakinam

For the green entrepreneurs, The Switchers
Products is the place to ensure visibility to
their sustainable products and services and
to be in contact with potential consumers.
The platform is structured in different
sections and its products and services are
divided according to their categories (tex-
tile, furniture, construction, tourism, etc.)
and countries. The Switchers Products is
integrated in TheSwitchers.org platform,
which provides the users with a wide range
of services to improve their green and cir-
cular businesses.

By : Mohamed Elkholy — Bakinam Khaled
Since entering the Middle East and North
Africa market in 2016, Liferay Inc., a pro-
vider of an open-source platform for creating
digital experiences on the web, mobile, and
connected devices, has achieved impressive
revenue and growth rates for five consecu-
tive years, particularly in Egypt and the Gulf
region, which reinforced the company’s opti-
mistic outlook for growth in the current fiscal
year, reflecting the growing demand for per-
sonalized customer experiences. Despite the
pandemic and economic constraints, the com-
pany experienced triple-digit growth in Digi-
tal Experience Platforms (DXPs) and DXP
Cloud in the MENA region during this period.
This regional expansion is a result of the

promising, rapidly rising markets of 1" Ay
Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, , =.

and Saudi Arabia, which have a
sizable customer base in the finan-
cial services, insurance, telecom- '~
munications, and manufacturing
industries. These industries are
experiencing a surge in the use
of unified and optimized experi-
ences across platforms and con-
tact points.

In particular, Liferay achieved
rapid success in Egypt and became
involved in assisting the Egyptian
government’s attempts to accelerate
the speed of digital transformation. Lif-
eray has provided services to numerous large

Liferay celebrates 3 years of significant growth and expansion in Middle East

companies and institutions seeking to
_ 1 _ quickly adapt to this transformation
\ in a variety of industries, as well as
. to numerous leading government
. institutions, banks, companies’

insurance and mobile operators,
i among whom are the Arab Afri-

can International Bank (AAIB)
and AXA Insurance.
Liferay also has a sizable cus-
tomer base in the Saudi market,
which includes prominent com-
panies in a variety of economic
sectors, such as Tawuniya Insur-
ance Company, Zain, and Alinma
Tokio Marine, and has benefited from

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s decision to

adopt open-source software such as Liferay
solutions that activate data in real time to
accelerate innovation, which has resulted in
companies allocating massive sums of money
to adopt digital transformation.

Liferay has a significant presence in the UAE,
having opened its first office in the region
(Dubai), attracting a promising and rapidly
rising customer base, and partnering on nu-
merous smart government programs, such as
the collaboration with Smart Dubai to estab-
lish the “Invest in Dubai” platform.

General Manager of Liferay Middle East,
Moussalam Dalati, stated, “At Liferay, we are
committed to promoting innovation and en-
hancing user experiences through technology,
and we are reaping the benefits of our efforts .

Enterprise ICT service providers’ struggle with Voltage

Drop’ ceiling spurring market consolidation, says GlohalData

By : Wael Mohamed — Bakinam
Khaled

Enterprise ICT service providers
are struggling to grow beyond their
core customer base, according to
GlobalData, which notes that this
voltage drop’ is responsible for driv-
ing recent merger and acquisition
(M&A) activity.

Robert Pritchard, Senior Analyst at
GlobalData, comments: “ICT ser-
vice providers are hitting a ‘voltage
drop’, which is effectively a ceiling
whereby early customer momentum
slows as scale grows. They all want
to grow market share, revenues, and
profitability, but in a super-competi-
tive environment, this is a challenge
that will drive further consolidation.

‘The challenge that enterprise ICT
service provides are facing is evident
across tech segments: new products
and services create traction, but
more often than not the size of the
customer base stays the same after
initial growth. Progress becomes in-

3

¢

cremental rather than radical.”One
aspect that causes the voltage drop
phenomenon is the challenges that
come with change and innovation.
Pritchard continues: “Already incum-
bent service providers gain a signifi-
cant advantage by serving highly so-
phisticated multinational, enterprise,
and government customers whose
technologies, systems and processes
are already part of their operational
DNA. The challenges of ‘rip and re-
place’ are too much of a risk to these
more complex customers’ day-to-day
operations. As a result, service pro-
vider revenue growth tends to be in-
cremental and driven by exogenous
events such as M&As, changes in
regulations, and fundamental indus-
try/technology evolution — but these
are relatively rare.

“When it comes to the small and me-
dium-sized business (SMB) segment,
customer churn is far more of a factor
in the market, but the voltage drop
also applies. Many SMB providers

service

processes,

reach a base of customers that flat-
lines after a while—with players tend-
ing to win new business at the same
rate as they lose existing business.”
As a result of the voltage drop, ICT
providers
main growth strategies: incremen-
tal growth by the addition of new
products, professional services, and
reach; partnerships to complement
the existing portfolio with adjacent
offerings (such as cloud and secu-
rity); and acquisitions.

Pritchard adds: “The problem with
acquisitions is that they are difficult.
Integration of infrastructure, systems,
organizations,
and management are a challenge.
However, if executed well, they can
improve both top and bottom lines.
With a number of recent acquisitions
and combinations both within indi-
vidual countries and across borders,
we expect more of the same as ser-
vice providers look to overcome the
voltage drop phenomenon.”

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>Q>
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Visa and Multi Level Group “MLG” sign
Memorandum of Understanding to
make contactiess payment

- L | ';:ﬂ_ e
- r-"i 4

By : Nahal Makled — Mohamed Shawly

Visa, the world’s leader in digital payments, and Multi Level
Group (MLG), a leading fintech company with remarkable
track record in digital transformation across the MENA re-
gion, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) at the
MENA Transport Congress and Exhibition 2022 to collabo-
rate in the areas of issuing and acquiring contactless digital
solutions in North Africa.

Under the MOU, and in light of Visa’s global initiative to
improve the cashless and digital payment experience, Visa
will work with “MLG” to implement various digital experi-
ences in both the private and public sector. Transit comes
at the forefront of this strategic partnership whereby both
organizations would offer transit solutions that would make
passenger experience seamless and reduce travel time by al-
lowing passengers to pay for their ride using their everyday
contactless Visa prepaid and co-branded cards or wearable
devices. In addition, the initiative will also leverage Visa
and MLG technologies to enable and expand digital accept-
ance solutions for merchants across markets in various mar-
kets across North Africa.

Commenting on the MOU signing, Leila Serhan, Visa’s Sen-
ior Vice President and Group Country Manager for NALP,
said: “We are pleased to make this important announcement
today. The adoption of digital payments is becoming a ne-
cessity in public and private projects and transportation is a
key area where contactless payments will make a difference,
especially as we see Egypt and the entire MENA region fo-
cus more than ever on digital transformation. Our MoU with
Multi Level Group will focus on synergies and knowledge
sharing to deliver smart cashless and mobility solutions
across key markets in North Africa. Visa already supports
more than 450 projects worldwide and we look forward to
bringing our expertise in contactless payments and urban
mobility to this initiative.”

Visa’s urban mobility solutions such as the “Visa Known
Fare Transit” model, the “Mobility & Transport Transaction”
model, and the “Visa Ready for Transit” model are catalyz-
ing the transformation of mass transit globally by reducing
infrastructure costs (ticket counters and vending machines)
and improving the overall customer experience to drive rid-
ership and revenue growth.

B0

Accommodation to facilities: Sci-
ence for Ukraine mobilises help for
students and academics

By : Nahla Makled - Basel Khaled

A group of volunteer students and academics from institutions

in Europe and around the world has launched an initiative to
help Ukrainian academics and students to continue their work
and career — #ScienceForUkraine.

The group’s mission is to collect and disseminate information
about support opportunities at the university, national, and in-
ternational level for students and researchers directly affected
by the recent Russian invasion of Ukraine.

On the dedicated https://scienceforukraine.ecu website, Ukrain-
ian students and researchers can find current offers for help
around the world.

The hundreds of opportunities range from emergency fellow-
ships to free accommodation, from job opportunities to lab fa-
cilities, from funding to paid internships.

The website also provides information for institutions and in-
dividuals who would like to help Ukrainian colleagues https:/
scienceforukraine.eu/help.html
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e-finance Investment Group Reports FY2021 Results

By : Wael Elhosany — Wael Elhosany
e-finance for Digital and Financial In-
vestments S.A.E. (“e-finance Investment
e-finance”, or the “Company”,
EFIH.CA on the Egyptian Exchange),
Egypt’s first fintech platform and
one of its leading developers
of digital payments infrastruc-
tures, announced today its
standalone and consolidated
results for the year ended 31
December 2021. Driven by
broad-based growth across
the e-finance platform, the
Group’s top line surged by
59.3% y-o-y to record EGP
1,963.3 million for FY2021,
with the primary growth contri-
butions coming from the Group’s
flagship subsidiary, e-finance Digital
Operations, as well as eCards. Rapid top-
line growth was reflected in enhanced
profitability for the year, with e-finance
booking a net profit of EGP 519.7 million
for FY2021, up by 46.9% y-o-y against
the bottom line of EGP 353.9 million re-

increase of 59.6% y-o-y.

ported one year previously. On a
quarterly basis, the Group booked rev-
enues of EGP 663.7 million for 4Q21, an

The change in margins and increase
in cost of revenues reflects revenue
contribution from supplying low
margin hardware mainly related
the railway project, as well as
higher human capital costs.
**Normalized figures adjust
profitability for nonrecurring
[PO-related expenses of EGP
14.4 million incurred during
the period as per Egyptian ac-
counting standards. Revenue
growth for the year was broad-
based, with all Group subsidiaries
reporting strong top-line increases.
The lion’s share of top-line growth in
2021 was contributed by e-finance for
Digital Operations and eCards. Rev-
enues at the Group’s flagship subsidiary,
e-finance for Digital Operations, rose
by 29.8% y-o0-y in FY2021 to book EGP
1,529 million, contributing 48.1% of con-

solidated revenue growth for the year and
representing 77.9% of the Group’s overall
top line. Top-line growth at the subsidiary
was driven partly by a rapid expansion
at its financial cloud services business,
which grew by 53.3% y-o-y for FY2021.
eCards, the Group’s smart card produc-
tion and management subsidiary, saw its
revenues climb by 921% y-o-y in 2021,
booking EGP 340.1 million against EGP
33.4 million one year previously. The sub-
sidiary contributed 42.1% of consolidated
revenue growth for the year and repre-
sented 17.4% of e-finance’s consolidated
top line in 2021. Consolidated revenue
growth was further boosted by perfor-
mance at Khales, the Group’s payment
service provider, which completed its sec-
ond full year as an independent entity in
2021 and booked annual revenues of EGP
59.9 million, an increase of 183.6% y-o-y.
Commenting of the Group’s performance
for the year, Chairman of e-finance In-
vestment Group Ibrahim Sarhan said: “e-
finance has enjoyed a highly successful
year.
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To make its services available through the digital Egypt platform:

Minister of Communications: Cooperation to digitize the work cycle of
the Cairo Court of Appeal and provide its judicial services

By: Basel Khaled — Nahla Makled

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, witnessed in
the presence of Counselor Essam El-Din Far-
id, President of the Cairo Appeal Court, mem-
ber of the Supreme Judicial Council, and
Counselor Ahmed Saeed Khalil, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of the Anti-Money
Laundering and Terrorist Financing Unit, the
signing of a cooperation protocol between
the Ministry of Communications and Infor-
mation Technology and the Cairo Court of
Appeal in the framework of the implementa-
tion of a project Digital Egypt Justice; The
protocol aims to activate the role of informa-
tion and communication technology to de-
velop the litigation system by modernizing
and mechanizing the work cycle of the Cairo
Court of Appeal and its affiliated departments,
archiving documents and cases, and provid-
ing judicial services provided by the court
through various technological platforms.

The protocol was signed by Engineer Raafat
Hendy, Deputy Minister of Communications
and Information Technology for Infrastruc-
ture Affairs, and Counselor Essam El-Din
Farid, President of the Cairo Court of Appeal
and member of the Supreme Judicial Council.
Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, confirmed that
a number of projects are being implemented
in cooperation between the Ministry of Com-
munications and Information Technology and
judicial bodies, including the Digital Egypt
Justice Project, which aims to automate the
courts and technical and administrative sup-
port bodies for judicial bodies such as fo-
rensic medicine, the Experts Authority and
others, in addition to the law enforcement
project. Which has been implemented in sev-
en governorates and is being generalized in
the rest of the governorates, as it aims at inter-
integration between all litigation bodies from
the registration of the incident in the police
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department until the execution of judgments,
as well as the implementation of a project to
automate the work of the Public Prosecution,
and another project in cooperation with the
Ministry of Justice to transfer pleadings and
facts The court to a written text, as well as a
project to use artificial intelligence technol-
ogy to assist judges.

Pointing out the keenness of the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technol-
ogy to cooperate with the Cairo Court of Ap-
peal by providing technological support; Ex-
pressing his aspiration that this cooperation
will be a role model and be replicated in all
judicial authorities.

Counselor Essam El-Din Farid, head of the
Cairo Court of Appeal and member of the
Supreme Judicial Council, explained that
the protocol aims to develop the judicial and
administrative work of the Cairo Court of
Appeal and achieve integration between the
various litigation bodies, by starting to imple-
ment a number of projects, top of which is the
project that is being completed, the electronic
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litigation project as the nucleus To circulate
remote litigation procedures to ensure an in-
crease in the efficiency of the decision-mak-
ing process and its implementation, as well
as the Egypt Digital Justice project, which
aims to develop and automate the infrastruc-
ture of courts at the level of the Republic and
provide a mechanism for linking between the
court and the relevant judicial authorities.

He pointed out that within the framework of
the Cairo Court of Appeals carrying out its
work through 450 criminal and civil depart-
ments and families, the implementation of
this protocol is expected to serve nearly half
a million litigants annually.

Counselor Ahmed Saced Khalil, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of the Anti-Money
Laundering and Terrorist Financing Unit, ex-
pressed his happiness at signing this protocol;
Stressing that the Ministry of Communica-
tions and Information Technology is a major
partner and has an important role to achieve
prompt justice; Expressing his aspiration to
prepare proactive plans for all courts in the

" Free 1GB for new users of My NTRA interactive App

uphold digital transformation.

future to use information and communication
technology in order to achieve prompt justice.
Under the protocol, a number of projects will
be implemented, namely the development
of the information center of the Cairo Court
of Appeal, and the unified electronic archive
project of the Cairo Court of Appeal, which
aims to use artificial intelligence techniques
to build a central electronic repository and
link it to a paper central repository in order to
preserve and archive all cases that have been
finally decided upon. indexing its contents
and entering the basic and functional data for
each case,

In addition to the project of automating
the judicial services provided by the court
and making them available via the digital
Egypt platform, where the litigation ser-
vices provided by the court will be made
available to citizens, such as the possibil-
ity of filing a lawsuit and following up its
various procedures in all levels of litiga-
tion via the Internet, especially the digi-
tal Egypt platform, in order to save time
and effort and reduce litigation expenses.
In addition to providing internal services
provided to court members on the Internet,
such as providing a legal library for mem-
bers of judicial bodies.

The protocol also includes a project to au-
tomate and manage sessions electronically
and link them with the unified repository
of Egypt’s digital justice, in addition to the
institutional development project through
developing and building digital capabili-
ties, whether for employees of the Cairo
Court of Appeal or advisors, members of
the Public Prosecution, and secretaries,
by providing a package of programs Spe-
cialized training using computers and the
safe use of information technology to en-
able them to use modern technologies to
communicate and exchange documents re-
motely and convert them into digital files.

Advancing women’s decision-making at ITU
Plenipotentiary

( No.725- 16 "year Sun - 13 March 2022 )

JUIMY NTRA Gulaiy Jaw
eyl 1lg le Jrolg
HEVYEHiT]

By : Khaled Hassan - Mohamed Elttar
The National Telecommunications Regula-
tory Authority of Egypt (NTRA) has directed
the four mobile operators in Egypt’s market to
provide 1GB of internet free-of-charge for the
new users registering and creating accounts on
My NTRA during March 10-April 1, 2022, to
be valid within a week. This step comes in line
with NTRA’s keenness on reinforcing com-
munication with users and encouraging digital
transactions, rather than traditional, to utilize
services. It also copes with the State’s policy to

\

Telecom users are able, via My NTRA, to avail
of all service-related information to support
their decision on the best operator to deal with
and receive a collection of interactive services.
In fact, number as well as count of lines regis-
tered with the user’s name could be recognized
without any need to visit telecom branches in
person. Also, location and address of mobile
operators’ outlets across Egypt’s market could
be also identified and the ranking of the best
operators with respect to voice and data ser-
vices, at areas chosen by user, could be also
deduced. Furthermore, entertainment services
could be inquired about or cancelled by users,
after the complaints of paying extra amounts
to monthly packages had been investigated by
NTRA.

The first version of My NTRA was actually
launched by NTRA at the end of the last year.
My NTRA is also considered one of the lead-
ing apps worldwide with regard to the number
of integrated services provided for users. It
also had the lead then, among the most down-
loaded free apps, on App Store and Play Store,
with more than 1.200.000 downloads.

J

By : Basel Khaled - Mohamad Elkholy T

The Government of Australia has an-
nounced a gender-equality and women’s
empowerment initiative to increase the
influence of women in decision-making
at the Plenipotentiary Conference of the
International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) later this year.

The initiative, launched today at ITU’s
standardization conference in Geneva,
Switzerland, aims to prepare women dele-
gates for multilateral negotiation, chairing,
speaking, and policy-making roles at the
upcoming conference of the organization’s
highest governing body.

The ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, or
“PP-22”, taking place in Bucharest, Roma-
nia, from 26 September to 14 October this
year, aims for unprecedented gender equal-
ity within the traditionally male-dominated
field of information and communication
technologies (ICTs).

“Technology is revolutionizing and rede-
fining the way we live, yet women are
currently under-represented in ICT de-
sign, development, and governance,” said
Amanda Gorely, Australia’s Ambassador
to the United Nations in Geneva. “Increas-
ing women’s meaningful participation is

essential to maximise the benefits of ICTs
and ensure they meets the needs of society.
Women’s empowerment in ICT decision-
making processes will have benefits far be-
yond the ITU Plenipotentiary conference.”
Ambassador Gorely pledged to support
the initiative during an 8 March gathering
of ITU’s Women in Standardization Ex-
pert Group (WISE) to mark International
Women'’s Day.

Houlin Zhao, ITU Secretary-General said:
“We look forward, with the Government of
Australia’s generous help, to setting new
benchmarks for women’s representation at
PP-22. Not only do we aim for women to
be at least 35 per cent of our delegates, but
they should be

By : Nahla Makled — Mohamed
Elkholy

Coursera, Inc. (NYSE: COUR), one
of the largest online learning plat-
forms in the world, today published
its Campus Skills Report 2022. The
report explores career preferences
and skill trends among students
worldwide. It also identifies key
steps that higher education institu-
tions can take to better align with
industry, improve graduate employ-
ability, and increase student enroll-
ments. According to Coursera data,
Egypt’s students are gravitating to-
Wards technology careers in fields in-

cluding software development, data
science, and machine learning.
While students today are graduat-
ing into a labor market that demands
new skills - reshaped by automation
and the pandemic - employers and
students alike continue to report a
mismatch between the skills that stu-
dents have when they graduate, and
those required in the workplace. The
2022 Campus Skills Report provides
evidence of progress, as Egyptian
learners are studying for careers that
are aligned with the needs of this la-
bor market, and that offer a competi-
tive advantage in a country with the

region’s largest youth population, of
whom one in four were unemployed

(" Coursera 2022 Campus Skills Report shows majority of Egypt's students are planning for technology careers |

in 2019.

By investing in digital skills, stu-
dents are preparing to enter high-
growth careers within existing en-
terprises, as well as launch their own
ventures in the country’s growing
startup scene. Of the 10 countries
spotlighted, Egypt reports the high-
est percent of students hoping to
enter Software Development roles
(22%) upon graduation. In addi-
tion, 13% of Egyptian studentsreport
wanting to be Data Scientists, while
7% selected Machine Learning Engi-
neering as their top career choice. No
other career was selected by more

than 5% of Egypt’s 2,300+ student
respondents.

“The changing skills landscape is
creating exciting workforce oppor-
tunities, with 149 million new digi-
tal jobs expected globally by 2025,”
said Anthony Tattersall, Vice-Presi-
dent for EMEA, Coursera. “Collabo-
ration between higher ed institutions,
governments, and industry will help
ensure that the ambitions of Egypt’s
students to adapt to that landscape
are supported through high-quality
skills development, which will help
to narrow local - and regional - skills

gaps.” )
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to evolve BSS digital transforma-
tion and Internet of Things
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By : Mohamed Elkholy - Bakinam Khaled

Etisalat Misr has selected Ericsson (NASDAQ:ERIC) to
modernize its Business Support Systems (BSS) in Egypt.
The transformation will upgrade and modernize Etisalat
Misr’s BSS platform to support data and Voice-over-LTE
(VOLTE) traffic growth, 5G readiness and Internet of
Things (IoT).

The agreement will equip Etisalat Misr with a range of
upgraded capabilities across all its business operations in
the customer, product, and service management domains
and for customers, enterprises, partners, network technolo-
gies and events. Ericsson BSS will enable Etisalat Misr
to further spur innovation and enhance customer satisfac-
tion with more flexibility. The agreement will also secure
capacity expansion for Voice-over-LTE (VoLTE) using
Ericsson Cloud VOLTE technology which will enable a
superior customer experience for several millions of users.
The partnership will benefit Etisalat Misr with a low-risk
and effective route to address business opportunities in
both traditional telecom services, digital services, cloud
transformation and IoT.

Becoming an integral part of a great customer experience
and enabling emerging digital ecosystems, Ericsson BSS
products and partner ecosystem are backed by analytics-
driven, real-time service and experience control.

Hazem Metwally, Chief Executive Officer at Etisalat Misr
says: “It is a pleasure to have Ericsson as our partner that
understands our vision and ambitions to evolve and trans-
form our business. Enhancing our business operations in
Egypt is essential to improving customers’ services and
satisfaction. We are looking forward to the outcomes of
this partnership that will be brought, especially with evolv-
ing our BSS, Digital transformation, latest network tech-
nology readiness, Fintech and IoT.”

The myriad of features offered by the transformation will
align Etisalat Misr’s digital transformation program with
Egypt Vision, thereby increasing consumer and business

opportunities through 4G currently and 5G in the future.
\.
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1 Borrell to propose new tool to sanction
malign disinformation actors

By : Bakinam Khaled — Mohamed Elttar

EU High Representative Josep Borrell told the European
I Parliament today that he would propose a new tool that

would allow the EU to sanction malign disinformation actors.
I “We need to protect our democracies from foreign interfer-

ence and attempts to manipulate,” said Borrell.

He added that this would be part of a broader toolbox that
I would enhance the EU capacity to deter and to act.

In the first days after the start of Russian aggression against

Ukraine, the EU decided to suspend the broadcasting ac-
I tivities of Sputnik and RT/Russia Today (RT English, RT

UK, RT Germany, RT France, and RT Spanish) in the EU,
I or directed at the EU. Both media organisations are under

the permanent direct or indirect control of the authorities of

the Russian Federation and are essential and instrumental
I in bringing forward and supporting the military aggression

against Ukraine, according to a press release from the Coun-

cil of the EU.
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Travelocity co-founder joins HOKK Finance as CT0

By : Nahla Ahmed — Mohamad Elk-
holy

HOKK Finance, one of the original
meme-tokens that peaked at an $800M
market cap in May 2021, has appointed
Travelocity co-founder Lawrence Hutson
as chief technology officer.

As CTO, Lawrence will be instrumental
in developing HOKK Finance’s decen-
tralized finance ecosystem. He’ll also
support HOKK Finance’s global expan-
sion and product development plans as it
aims to compete with legacy banking.
Before joining HOKK Finance, Law-
rence worked as a computer scientist
and economist across areas such as
blockchain, cryptocurrencies, NFTs,
DeFi, smart contracts, decentralized ap-
plications, tokenomics and the metaverse.
He also co-founded and served as CTO
for Travelocity, the world’s first travel
website, before Expedia acquired it for
$280m in 2015.

He commented: “I became interested in

HOKK Finance since serving the project
as an advisor. After working on numer-
ous DeFi crypto projects as a CTO and
Tokenomist, the utility of a DeFi token
is near and dear to my heart along with
frictionless crypto payment systems.
“For a meme token to make a transition to
a DeFi player is simply genius if you con-
sider how many DeFi platforms struggle
to gain a strong community. By leverag-
ing its brand and scaling its products to
consumers globally, HOKK is uniquely

positioned to grow exponentially. There
are many unique features that do not cur-
rently exist together in the crypto space
that come together to make HOKK what
it is. This is why I am super excited to
join HOKK as its CTO.”

Lawrence joins HOKK Finance at a piv-
otal moment for the company, with it re-
cently launching an Ethereum aggregator
and a range of yield-earning NFTs. Mark
Basa, global brand and business manager
at HOKK Finance, believes that appoint-
ing Lawrence as CTO is what the brand
needs to successfully position itself as
more than just another meme token and
show the world that its cryptocurrency
and range of products can have a real-
world utility.

He said: “’We’ve now built all the infra-
structure to scale the company. Our team
is growing, our products are getting more
features, and we’re just building and
building away every single day - no mat-
ter what the market is doing.

Number of Starlink satellites in space up 49% in the last year

By : Mohamed Elttar — Wael Elhosany
A StockApps.com data analysis shows
that SpaceX launched 646 Starlink satel-
lites last year. That represents an increase
of 48.9% in its March 2021 satellite pop-
ulation of 1, 322.

The development has StockApps.com’s
Edith Reads buzzing about the future of
the internet. Here’s what she said con-
cerning the news.

“These are exciting times for internet
users across the globe that have been
grappling with connectivity issues. The
increase in Starlink satellites brings more
areas under internet coverage. Now more
areas that have lacked access before will
be able to tap into high-speed and reli-
able internet. The implications can only
be mind-blowing!”

In the past 18 months, the Elon Musk
associated firm has grown its broadband
satellites by 185%. It targets up to 60M
of rural and far-flung American popula-
tions. Globally, it has set sights on areas

with poor broadband connections.
Importance of internet connections
Internet connection is becoming central
to our interactions. Besides facilitating
social connections, it’s a vital cog in re-
mote work. The internet has shaken up
the concept of work, as more people opt
to work online.

The Coronavirus pandemic has high-
lighted that fact better. A recent
McKinsey&Co report suggests that about
25% of the labor in developed countries
is open to working remotely.

Moreover, the internet is essential in edu-
cation. Long before the pandemic, many
educational institutions offered different
forms of online education. The advent of
the scourge has enhanced their stature.
However, the cost of infrastructure and
geography have conspired to deny many
its access. It’s these challenges that the
SpaceX Starlink project seeks to over-
come.

About the Starlink system

The core of the SpaceX Starlink internet
project is a low latency broadband sys-
tem tailored for global consumer needs. A
collection of low orbiting Earth satellites
will support Starlink in providing fast
and dependable data where there’s poor
to zero connectivity.

Starlink’s most recent application has
been in Ukraine. The system has enabled
the besieged country to continue access-
ing the net as it battles a Russian invasion.
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