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ITIDA Launches the First Metaverse Hackathon in Creativa Innovation

Hubs and Electronics Lahs across Egypt

By : Basel Khaled - Wael Elhosany

The Technology Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship Center, TIEC, an affiliate of the
Information Technology Industry Devel-
opment Agency (ITIDA), announced the
launch of the first Metaverse Hackathon
in CREATIVA Innovation Hubs and Egypt
Makes Electronics Labs (EME) across
Egypt.

The ibTIECar Metaverse@CREATIVA
hackathon aims to inspire and encourage
young Egyptian youth across different gov-
ernorates to create innovative solutions, by
employing and developing Metaverse ap-
plications that address local pressing chal-
lenges, while also contributing to the accel-
eration of digital transformation in society.
The hackathon comprises a series of hybrid
and interactive market-driven competitions
in 10 Egyptian governorates, namely Cairo,
Alexandria, Mansoura, Menoufia, Ismailia,
Minya, Assiut, Qena, Suhaj, and Aswan.
Running from the 15th of February and
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until the 15th of June 2022, the hackathon
will focus on the use of technologies that
are contributing to the development of the
Metaverse, including technologies used to

build applications and solutions directly
(GameFi -SocialFi-NFT -DAO/DAC -GPT)
or indirect contribution applications (any
product/service based upon emerging tech-
nologies with direct use in enhancing the
Metaverse experience).

The hackathon accepts innovative ideas that
harness technologies of AR/VR/MR/XR,
3D Modeling & Animation, Virtual Beings
& Digitally-Created Humans; Computer Vi-
sion & Spatial Computing NFTs and Block-
chain NLP; Sensory Wearables and Immer-
sive Devices; Human-Machine Interaction,
ML/AL IoT.

The program which comes in light of ITI-
DA’s efforts to boost innovation and entre-
preneurial culture aims to encourage future
generations to create and develop innovative
solutions. In addition, the hackathon aims to
enhance the role of Egyptian universities as
a hub for creativity and innovation-based
entrepreneurship in Egypt. The program is

open to students, grads, faculty members,
and researchers in ICT-related colleges, in
addition to entrepreneurs in the ICT field.
The winning teams will be awarded cash
prizes of a total amount of EGP 750k in ad-
dition to having the priority to join TIEC’s
and Creativa’s programs, including acceler-
ation, incubation, consultation, mentorship,
and networking programs.

All participating teams will get access to the
Electronics Innovation Hubs and CREATI-
VA Innovation Hubs, where all the facilities
are made available to accommodate their
work needs.

Projects’ selection and evaluation criteria
are based on 5 factors: the Novelty of idea;
Idea Profitability (Target/expected market
size and potential); Impact of the idea at the
local/national/global level; Teamwork (the
technical and managerial ability and skills
of the team); and Prototype Maturity.

By Mohamed Elkholy -
Nahla Makled

For the second consecutive year,
RAYA CX is listed in the IAOP
Global Outsourcing 100® com-
panies list.

The recognition is given by
the International Association
of  Outsourcing Profession-
als® (IAOP), which is a global,
standard-setting  organization
and advocate for the outsourc-
ing profession based in the US.
Its annual Global Outsourc-
ing 100 list is one of the most
prominent acknowledgments
that recognizes the world’s best
outsourcing service providers
and advisors.

RAYA CX being selected
amongst the best outsourcing
providers in the world for the
second year in a row further
validates its commitment to
excellent customer care and its
path towards digital transfor-
mation. RAYA CX was previ-
ously known as Raya Contact
Center, but as part of its digital
transformation and to reflect
the company’s expanded digi-
tal offering, it initiated a brand
revamp and changed its name
to RAYA Customer Experience
(RAYA CX).

Companies that make the
Global Outsourcing 100 list are
judged based on 4 main catego-
ries, which are customer refer-
ences, awards and certifications,
programs for innovation, and
corporate social responsibility
(CSR). RAYA CX had received
numerous client praise and high

CSS across all industries. It was
also recognized with awards,
and certifications including the
COPC certificate, CCW awards,
and GCX awards. It launched
innovative programs such as
an employee mobile app and
chatbot capabilities. As well
as led several CSR initiatives
such as environmental, com-
munity development, and social
impact sourcing in underserved
Hurghada to name a few.

“A big thank you and congratu-
lations to the companies named
to the 2022 Global Outsourcing
100® for rising to the occasion
in a particularly challenging
year”, said IAOP CEO, Debi
Hamill. “Your tenacity, grit,
and leadership were critical to
ensuring our industry came out
the other side of the global pan-
demic and we’re pleased to rec-
ognize you for your quality and
performance excellence.”

The judging is based on a rig-
orous scoring process that in-
volves an impartial examina-
tion by an independent panel of
TAOP customer members who
have substantial experience

IAOP® Selects RAYA CX in the 2022 Glohal 100 Outsourc-
ing List.. INOP Top 100 2022 PR

selecting outsourcing service
providers and advisors for their
organizations.

The 2022 judges panel is led
by IAOP CEO, Debi Hamill
and included Daniel Beimborn,
Professor, Frankfurt School of
Finance & Management, Te-
resa Harris, COP, Global Sup-
plier Relationship Manager, GE,
Mary D. Lewis, COP, Sourcing
Manager II, Supply Chain Man-
agement, T-Mobile, Heiko Ge-
wald, Professor, Neu-Ulm Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences and
Mark Zammett, COP, former
Senior Director, Globa Security
Assessments, CIGNA.

“We are delighted to be selected
amongst the best outsourcing
providers worldwide,” said
Ahmed Refky, CEO at RAYA
CX. He added, “It is an honor
to be chosen two years in a
row in this prominent list. This
further reinforces our place as
a top global outsourcing and
CX provider. One that clients
can be assured will provide the
highest quality of service and
the latest technology solutions
to consistently solve challenges
and create superb customer
experiences, especially during
these challenging times.”

This year has already proved
successful for RAYA CX as it
has won the gold award for the
Digital Transformation Strategy
at the Gulf Customer Experi-
ence Awards 2022 confirming
that it is well on its path to-
wards a complete digital trans-
formation.
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THE CLEANTECH
SECTOR
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By : Mohamed Elkholy - Nahal
Makled

Cleantech Hackathon, launched by
the Innovation Centre of Dubai Elec-
tricity and Water Authority (DEWA),
enjoyed significant competition by
48 participating innovators, univer-
sity students and specialists in sus-
tainable innovations in energy, urban
environment, digital transformation,
and sustainable lifestyles. The Hack-
athon attracted 110 applications from
16 countries and they were evaluated
on their inspiration, innovation, so-
cial; economic; and environmental
impact. The Hackathon concluded its
activities by awarding four winners
with four valuable monetary prizes.
HE Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, MD
& CEO of DEWA, congratulated the
winners, praising their efforts and
the efforts of all participants who
presented inspiring innovations that
contribute in shaping a more sustain-
able future. Al Tayer highlighted their
passion in exchanging experiences
and gain advanced skills as well as
benefit from the Centre resources to
achieve sustainable development.
“The Innovation Centre at the Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Solar Park, the largest single-site
@lar park in the world using the

innovative

~

Independent Power Pro-
ducer (IPP), is a global

| platform for clean and
renewable energy in-

BRING YOUR novations. The Inno-
INNOVATION INTO| vation Centre is help-

ing to shape the future
of sustainable energy
worldwide and drive the
research in these areas,
by harnessing the latest
technolo-

gies. DEWA is raising awareness on

sustainability at the Centre. It

also

trains UAE Nationals and promotes

business competitiveness in

this

promising sector. This supports the
Dubai Clean Energy Strategy 2050
and the Dubai Net Zero Carbon
Emissions Strategy 2050 to provide
100% of Dubai’s total power capac-
ity from clean energy sources. It also

achieves the Dubai 2040 Urban

Mas-

terplan which draws an integrated
map for urban development based
on sustainable development to make
Dubai the world’s best city to live in,”

added Al Tayer.

“The Centre contributes to consoli-
dating Dubai’s position as a global
hub for sustainability and green ini-
tiatives. It supports investments in
clean energy innovations through

building strong partnerships
universities, organisations, and
ups. The Cleantech Hackathon

with
start-
is a

result of DEWA’s relentless efforts

to encourage innovation and

moti-

vate the youth on finding sustain-
able solutions for current and future
challenges,” said Eng. Waleed Bin
Salman, Executive Vice President of
Business Development and Excel-

lence at DEWA.
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ENOT Releases Al-Driven Optimiza-

tion Tech for Deep Neural Networks,
Democratizing Al for all

By ; Basel Khaled — Mohamed Elkholy
ENOT, a leading developer of neural network optimiza-
tion tools, releases Al-driven optimization technology
for deep neural networks for Al developers and edge
Al companies. The integration of ENOT’s framework
makes deep neural networks faster, smaller and more
energy-efficient — from cloud to edge computing. The
technology helps achieve outstanding optimization ratios
resulting in acceleration up to 20x and compression up to
25x, thus reducing total computing resource (hardware)
costs by as much as 70%.
ENOT applies a unique neural architecture selection
technology that outperforms all known methods for
neural network compression and acceleration. ENOT’s
framework has a simple to use Python API that can be
quickly and easily integrated within various neural net-
work training pipelines to greatly accelerate and com-
press neural networks.
It allows users to automate the search for the optimal
neural network architecture, taking into account latency,
RAM and model size constraints for different hardware
and software platforms. ENOT’s neural network archi-
tecture search engine allows users to automatically find
the best possible architecture from millions of available
options, taking into account several parameters such as:
input resolution , depth of neural network , operation
type , activation type , number of neurons at each lay-
era and anbit width for target hardware platform for NN
inference.
This technology helps customers achieve significant ef-
ficiency through cost savings and much faster product
launches, and can reduce time to market.
The ENOT framework is aimed at companies that utilize
neural networks on edge devices, such as:Electronics
,Healthcare , Oil and gas , Autonomous driving , Cloud
computing ,Telecom , Mobile apps , Internet of Things
(IoT) and Robotics
ENOT has already successfully completed more than 20
pilot projects where it optimized neural networks for sev-
eral leading tech giants from around the world, among a
dozen medium-sized OEMs and Al companies.
ENOT delivered 13.3x acceleration of a neural network
used by a top-three smartphone manufacturer as part of
the image enhancement process. The optimization re-
duced the neural network depth from 16 to 11 and re-
duced the input resolution from 224x224 pixels to 96x96
pixels, yet there was practically zero loss of accuracy.
Another project with the same company delivered 5.1x
acceleration for a photo denoising neural network —again
with an almost imperceptible change in image quality —
even though the network had already been manually op-
timized. For end-users, this translates to faster processing
and significantly extending battery life.
Sergey Aliamkin, CEO and founder of ENOT comment-
ed, “Today, when neural networks are widely used in
production and applications. Neural networks should be
more effective in terms of consumption of computational
resources and affordable. Their implementation should
be faster, better and cheaper for all.

“ENOT is at the forefront of next-level Al optimization,
helping bring fast, real-time levels of Al advancement
through high throughput data into reality as science fact,
and our journey has only just begun with examples such
as the Weedbot laser weeding machine that gained a 2.7
times thanks to the ENOT framework.
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By : Bakinam Khaled - Wael Elhoseny

CommerceUp, a start-up service provider of cloud-based e-
commerce platform, has officially debuted in the MENA re-
gion to offer a next-generation end-to-end unified technol-
ogy solution to its steadily growing online business sector.

The company’s presence in the region signals the start of
its heightened efforts to redefine e-Commerce 2.0 by of-
fering state-of-the-art software, services and infrastructure.
Its solutions designed to allow businesses to rapidly and
efficiently scale online, thus enabling them to bring their
100 per cent attention to their core products, brand and cus-

CommerceUp’s entry to the market comes at a time when
the growth outlook on the region’s e-commerce industry re-
mains upbeat. According to Digital Marketing Researches
& Reports ,the value of the regional market rose from USD

execute the whole process.”

With its technology, CommerceUp guarantees support for
the three pillars of e-commerce, which are online storefront,
post-checkout operations and customers and sales growth.
It offers a single platform that is integrated with key tools

savings.

Start-up company CommerceUp debuts in MENA region to provide end-to-end e-commerce technology solution

18.6 billion in 2016 to USD 41.5 billion in 2020.

Piyush Pathak, Founder & CEO, CommerceUp, said: “We
launched CommerceUp to address the unique technology
needs of medium and large enterprises in the region. As a
cloud-based, flexible and adaptable e-commerce platform,
we understand the pain points being experienced by many
brands today when scaling their businesses, dealing with
costly plugins and being dependent on multiple companies.
We want to deliver a solution to these problems. Commer-
ceUp is the right partner for businesses. We not only pro-
vide consultation and guidance, but we also implement and

that do away with plugin dependency. On its cost-effective
platform, companies can build their websites, social media
accounts and mobile applications without the need to form
an in-house technical team, thus ensuring significant cost

The company’s quick-to-launch technology is integrated
as well with powerful features that allow marketing and
promotion, easy management of inventory, customers and
orders and access to third-party service providers such as
payment and logistics partners.
“Many brands fail as they are not able to connect with the

right technology partner. They have a mountain of things

to think about— from product design and branding to mar-
keting to sales to legal and HR issues. We are solving this
gap by providing a fast and efficient way of going online
and selling products online. They can execute processes

QOO0

and achieve results efficiently by effectively running their
business in one place rather than opening10 different dash-
boards. Our commitment is to support businesses who are
facing growth challenges due to current market e-com-
merce platform limitations,” Pathak added.

The platform is best suited for businesses such as fashion
and clothing, beauty and makeup, jewellery and ornaments,
grocery and daily kitchen items, electronic appliances, per-
fume and fragrances, sports and exercise equipment, and
online marketplace, among others.

CommerceUp is the first e-commerce platform to success-
fully combine the simplicity of use, speed to market, afford-
ability of software as a service (Saas), and the flexibility
of bespoke solutions. The company has already partnered
with clients based in India and Dubai.

Cutting-Edge Technology Unveiled for the UAE Icebery Project

By : Nahla Makled — Mohamed Elt-

tar

On the occasion of Expo 2020 Dubai,
the National Advisor Bureau Limited
announced that the UK Intellectual
Property Office (IPO) has patented their
“Iceberg Reservoirs” invention. The pat-
ent marks a significant development
for the “UAE Iceberg Project”, which
is expected to change the map of water

distribution around the world.

The patent granted to Emirati inventor
Abdulla Alshehhi, founder of the UAE
Iceberg project, which will boost inves-
tor confidence in the concept’s technical

and economic feasibility.

hance food security, competition will
intensify between investment institu-
tions and international water companies

' World Expos have served

to solve water scarcity, one of human-
ity’s most pressing issues, with the Ice-

tion history. For 170 years,

as an important platform
to showcase the latest in-
novations that have shaped
the world that we live in
today; such as The Televi-
sion, phones, computers,
air conditioners, hydrogen
vehicles, and many more.
Expo 2020 Dubai will
most certainly continue
this legacy, and history
will mark that it has helped

The International Conference on Open-Source Software and
Software Design and Applications

By : Mohamed Elkholy — Mohamed Shawky
‘ Tamkeeny ‘ Foundation with cooperation many uni-
versities and the International for Information Tech-
nology company Organize “the International Confer-
ence on Open-Source Software and Software Design
and Applications”.
Therefore “the International Conference on Open-
Source Software and Software Design and Applica-
tions ““. The conference will be held during 20 to 21
March 2022 at Cairo Egypt.
In the presence and patronage of the Minister of Com-
munications and Information and the Minister of Mili-
tary Production.

Our conference aims to bring together leading aca-

Several agreements were signed with
various companies and scientific institu-
tions around the world since the “UAE
Iceberg project” was first announced,
to leverage icebergs as new sources
of fresh water in the region. Moreover,
having icebergs off the coasts of the
UAE will become a massive and unique
tourist attraction.

In light of the increasing global demand
for new sources of water in order to en-

Alshehhi said: “The announcement co-

to invest and acquire their share in this
promising project, slated to transform
the UAE into one of the world’s most
significant exporters of fresh water.
The company is reportedly looking to
raise USD 9 million in the first round
of funding.

incides with Expo 2020 Dubai, one of
the largest international exhibitions in
the world and most important in exposi-

berg project.”

The invention, dubbed “One of the most
Significant inventions of the Century”,
will use an advanced technology to tow
the icebergs to the coasts of the UAE.
The technology includes flexible, heat-
insulated, and cost-effective reservoirs,
leveraging renewable energy to prevent
the ice from melting throughout the
towing process.

demic scientists, business, researchers and research
scholars to exchange and share their experiences and
research results on all aspects of Open Source Soft-
ware and Software Development. It also provides a
premier interdisciplinary platform for researchers,
practitioners and educators to present and discuss
the most recent innovations, trends, and concerns as
well as practical challenges encountered and solutions
adopted in the fields of Open Source Software and

4 =

Software Development. In addition, that brings us to-
gether to share our business ideas and issues.




By : Basel Khaled — Nahla Makled

Egypt’s Minister of Communications and In-
formation Technology, H.E. Amr Talaat today
inaugurated the expansion of global technolo-
gy company SAP SE (NYSE: SAP) in Egypt,
to further accelerate the pace of digital trans-
formation in the country’s public and private
sectors in alignment with Digital Egypt Strat-
egy, while delivering dedicated services and
expertise across more than 25 industries.
SAP’s expanded presence through new of-
fices also saw the attendance of senior of-
ficials and dignitaries including H.E. Frank
Hartmann, the German ambassador to Egypt.
Welcoming distinguished guests to SAP’s
new facility in the Business Park of Cairo
Festival City were Luka Mucic, SAP Execu-
tive Board member and Global Chief Finan-
cial Officer; Sergio Maccotta, Senior Vice
President, SAP Middle East South; and Mo-
hamed Samy, Managing Director, SAP Egypt.
Their comments at the opening event under-
scored SAP’s alignment with Egypt Vision
2030 through continued investment to enable
the country’s digital agenda in the public and
private sectors, upskilling of local talent and
how the RISE with SAP initiative transforms
Egypt’s businesses to Intelligent Enterprises
on a single platform with latest technology in-

novations hosted on a local cloud data center.
“Investments and partnerships with global
technology innovators such as SAP support
our endeavors to produce a generation of
competent technology leaders. Such calibers
will lead the country’s digital transformation
endeavors and contribute to building Digital

SAP Accelerates the Pace of Digital Transformation in

Talaat : Inaugurates SAP’s Expansion in Egypt to meet the accelerated

Egypt”, said Dr. Amr Talaat, Egypt’s Minister
of Communications and Information Tech-
nology.

SAP is also looking forward to increasing
cooperation with the Egyptian Government,
aligning with Egypt’s digital transformation
goals, upskilling of local talent, and provid-
ing latest technology innovations. As a part
of this cooperation, SAP is working towards
a strategic framework agreement with the
Ministry of Communications and Informa-
tion Technology.

Presentations during the event showcased
how SAP Egypt supports the nation’s emerg-
ing young talent and the workforce of the

Egypt Strategy

future with digital skills enablement. The
SAP University Alliances/Next Gen program
covers nine universities in Egypt, while the
company’s Young Professionals Program has
seen 340+ Egypt-based graduates since 2012
with a 95% professional placement rate. The
SAP Academy has also developed its next
generation sales force, with eight Sales Acad-
emies and four Pre-sales Academies.

In addition to growing the workforce of the
future, SAP Egypt is home to three strategic
regional hubs, servicing customers across the
MENA region. The Services & Support Cent-
er of Excellence (CoE) supporting customers
digital transformation, the Digital Hub with

a focus on mid-market customers and a Lead
Generation Hub for best-in-class lead man-
agement and campaign execution.

SAP also announced that it is working with
one of its global partners to establish a private
Cloud Data Center in Egypt. Additionally,
SAP is currently in the process of reviewing
a data center for the purpose of certifying it
to host SAP Private Cloud solutions (RISE
with SAP). This investment underscores the
market demand and Egypt’s government vi-
sion to accelerate their digital transformation
in the cloud, enabled by latest technology and
a rapid shift in business.

“It’s powerful to witness the impact that SAP
continues to make on Egypt’s business com-
munity, not just in technology, but in helping
organizations from a diversity of sectors run
better to serve their customers and develop
new services and efficiencies. We are proud
to experience the evolving partnership be-
tween SAP and the Egyptian market,” said
German ambassador to Egypt Frank Hart-
mann.

“Over the decades, SAP has drawn on global
industry expertise and latest innovations to
support our Egyptian customers of all sizes
with targeted solutions to meet their ambi-
tions and help address their challenges.” said
Mohammed Samy, Managing Director, SAP
Egypt. “The growing adoption of cloud solu-
tions and the dynamism of Egypt’s continued
digital transformation encourages SAP’s en-
tire team, along with our partners, to support
and develop the next generation of leading or-
ganizations and professionals in this country.”

(

By : Nahla Makled - Basel Khaled

The UAE government’s ‘Projects of the
50 initiative, a series of developmental
and economic undertakings, is expected
to play a key role in the UAE’s efforts to
achieve economic prosperity--attracting
over USD 150 billion worth of Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) in the next ten
years. The program has been designed to
accelerate the UAE’s development and
reinforce its position as a highly preferred
destination for talents and investors. Look-
ing to create more awareness about this im-
portant government undertaking, the 2022
edition of the Annual Investment Meeting
(AIM), which will be held from March 29
to March 31, 2022 at the Dubai Exhibition
Centre, EXPO 2020 Dubai, will throw the
spotlight on the initiative that will bring in
new capital to the country and also con-
solidate its leading position as an ideal hub
for global investments.

According to the event’s organizers, the
‘Projects of the 50° initiative includes a di-
verse mix of programs that AIM will rally
in key support for them through a series of
workshops and networking-focused activi-
ties.

Dawood Al Shezawi, President of the An-
nual Investment Meeting Organizing Com-
mittee said, “This new program that the
UAE government has launched, will cover

\

ouver next 10 years says Annual Investment Meeting 2022

important sectors that include economy,
entrepreneurship, advanced skills, digital
economy, space, and advanced technolo-
gies. The key objective is to reinforce the
UAE’s position as a global player across
various industry verticals and increase
our competitiveness across key sectors on
the global level. AIM 2022 will help give
a better understanding of this unique ini-
tiative among a diversity of stakeholders
from the government and private sectors.”
The ‘Projects of the 50’ is a series of de-
velopmental and economic projects that
aim to accelerate the UAE’s development
and transform it into a comprehensive hub
in all sectors and establish its status as an
ideal destination for talents and investors.
‘Projects of the 50° covers several key sec-
tors such as: economy, entrepreneurship,
advanced skills, digital economy, space
and advanced technologies.

AIM 2022, which is being held under the
patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-
President and Prime Minister of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai, will be offering a se-
ries of workshops, lectures, and network-
ing events heavily focused on bolstering
and improving sustainable investments.
Events to be held at the global meeting to
include a series of AIM workshops and
seminars, AIM 2022 Exhibition, Startup

UAE's ‘Projects of the 90’ initiative to help attract FDI worth USD 150 billion

Hackathon, Startup Live Pitching Sessions,
Site High-level Networking Gala Din-
ner, AIM Global 2022 Investment Awards,
AIM 2022 Startup Pitch Competition, and
AIM 2022 Future City Awards along vari-
ous other relevant programmes and activi-
ties.

The UAE works in conjunction with the
private sector to enhance foreign direct
investments (FDI) which stand as a testi-
mony to the diversity and readiness of the
country’s economy and its ability to keep
pace with regional and global develop-
ment. In addition, the government plans
set a road map for the prosperous future
with new opportunities for investment in
the infrastructure, services and knowledge
sectors.

Al Shezawi further pointed out that aside

~

from the support for the ‘Projects of the
50’ initiative, this year’s show will also
feature five other pillars--Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI); SMEs; Foreign Portfo-
lio Investments (FPI); Startups; and Future
Cities. These pillars are expected to help
achieve a six-pronged goal—-enable the en-
try of key business opportunities from dif-
ferent parts of the globe; empower SMEs
and give due recognition to their contribu-
tions to the global economy; encourage
investors to diversify their portfolio, estab-
lish new contacts and get a better under-
standing of local investment flows; assist
investors in acquiring venture capital and
seed funding; encourage governments and
investors to rally their support for innova-
tion-based, smart city solutions and driv-
ing in more support and assistance for the
‘Projects of the 50’ program.

AIM 2022 will provide key insights on
how the government and other stakehold-
ers stimulate and facilitate the flow of in-
vestments between countries and establish
investment partnerships in vital sectors.
The competitiveness of any country de-
pends on the capacity of government and
other important stakeholders to innovate
and upgrade. As such it is important for the
public and private sector to work jointly in
accordance with clear frameworks for mu-

tual benefit and growth.
J
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1DC Prepares to Host Virtual
Edition of ‘Cloud & Datacenter Road-
show 2022’ for Sub-Saharan Africa

By : Mohamed Elttar — Nahla Makled
Sub-Saharan Africa’s foremost IT decision makers
will gather online next week for the latest installment
of the annual IDC Cloud & Datacenter Roadshow.
Hosted on IDC’s fully immersive and interactive vir-
tual platform, the event will take place on Thursday,
March 17 and explore how organizations across Sub-
Saharan Africa can capture the inherent value of cloud
by reimagining the IT infrastructure that underpins the
cloud operating model.

“The transition to cloud is becoming a strategic priority
across the region,” says Mark Walker, IDC’s associate
vice president for Sub-Saharan Africa. “Cloud deploy-
ments will undoubtedly help organizations to improve
their operational efficiency over the long term, par-
ticularly those that have not yet fully optimized their
technology environments. Indeed, organizations that
are further down the transformation road are already
realizing multiple benefits, including faster time to
market, simplified innovation, easier scalability, and
reduced risk. Those that get their operating models
right can expect to see dramatic improvements in
terms of target-state economics and transition costs.”
The IDC Cloud & Datacenter Roadshow 2022 for
Sub-Saharan Africa will present essential guidance
from respected industry thought leaders on overcom-
ing emerging multicloud networking challenges, op-
timizing datacenter performance to deliver maximum
business efficiency, and building the infrastructure
required to unleash an organization’s true innovation
potential. IDC’s research director for cloud to edge
datacenter strategies, Edward Ferrara, will also be on
hand to present the event’s keynote address, ‘Deliver-
ing Enterprise-Level Agility in the Cloud Era’.

The agenda will incorporate three individually themed
track sessions that will present expert insights on
managing hybrid cloud infrastructure, ensuring the
security of cloud services, and maximizing agility and
minimizing risk in the cloud deployment and migra-
tion process. Delegates will also be able to explore
IDC’s exclusive CIO Masterclass Arena throughout
the course of the event. This section of the virtual plat-
form will showcase a series of pre-recorded best-prac-
tice case studies, fireside chats, and panel discussions
featuring regional cloud pioneers such as Dr. Sizwe
Gwala, Head of Data Governance, Absa Group (South
Africa) ,Dr. Pieter van der Walt, Group Information
Governance & Privacy Officer, Discovery (South Af-
rica) , Vukosi Sambo, Head of Data Solutions, Med-
scheme (South Africa) , Simon Nare, Senior
Technology Security Manager, MTN (South Africa) ,
Munyaradzi Chikwanda, Head of Enterprise Architec-
ture, Standard Bank (South Africa) , Thobakgale Vic-
tor, Executive Technology Operations Lead, African
Rainbow Minerals (South Africa) and Ademola
Adesalu, General Manager, Operations & Technology,

CRC Credit Bureau (Nigeria)
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Scorching-hot inflation will continue
to support Bitcoin prices in the com-
ing months as investors await a cru-
cial statement by the U.S. Federal
Reserve on Wednesday, affirms the
CEO of one of the world’s largest
independent financial advisory or-
ganisations.

The comments from Nigel Green

“This will be bullish for Bitcoin as it

of deVere Group, a game-changing
financial giant, come amid a flurry
of tweets from Elon Musk, the co-
founder and CEO of Tesla and the
richest person in the world, over the
weekend regarding cryptocurrencies.

“As a general principle, for those
looking for advice from this thread,
it is generally better to own physical
things like a home or stock in com-
panies you think make good products,
than dollars when inflation is high,”
Musk said via Twitter as part of a
conversation with Bitcoin bull Mi-
chael Saylor. “I still own and won’t
sell my Bitcoin, Ethereum or Doge.”
Nigel Green observes: “The Federal
Reserve’s plans for the first interest
rate hike since before the pandemic
has been well signalled in advance
of the official announcement on
Wednesday, and it has been priced-in
by the markets.

“However, investors will be closely
monitoring the U.S. central bank’s
statement and analysis for guid-
ance on how it stands on the war in
Ukraine and how this could impact
the trajectory for other interest rate

hikes this year.

“I believe that Fed Chair Jerome Pow-
ell will probably concede that growth
could be negatively impacted, and
already scorching-hot inflation will
remain a cause for concern.”
Russia’s attack on Ukraine, and the
subsequent sanctions, have triggered
a rally in commodities that has fur-
ther fuelled inflation. Last month’s
U.S. consumer price index was up
7.9%, and some experts are now
predicting rising petrol prices could
send it above 9% this month.

“As inflation continues to run hot in
the coming months, the price of Bit-
coin will continue to be supported as
investors look to protect their pur-
chasing power by moving out of cash
and into store of value investments,”
says the deVere CEO.

“Bitcoin is regarded as a credible
hedge against inflation for three key
reasons. First, its scarcity - a limited
supply of 21 million means that high-
er demand will push prices up. Sec-
ond, its accessibility - as an asset it
has value and is accepted by the mar-
ket. And third, its durability - Bitcoin
will continue to attract more demand

Nigel Green concludes: “The Fed —
the world’s most influential central
bank — is likely on Wednesday to
warn of the continuation of surging
prices due in part to Putin’s war in
Ukraine.

will intensify the flight from cash and
other assets from investors looking
for a reliable inflation shield.”

Digital Planets, one of the leading com-
panies in the field of digital transforma-
tion and information security, recently
got the “ISO 27001 information securi-
ty management systems Certification”,
because of its achievements in the field
of digital transformation and providing
digital solutions that help customers to
face the challenges.

fulness with these achievements and
how the company faced the challenges
and difficulties particularly during the
pandemic its consequences, nonethe-
less since 2018 “Digital Planets” have
been working in the Egyptian market
and expanded in the Middle East and
Europe.

Commenting on that, Hanafi said: “we
have won many awards recently, and
we have been crowned as the best

2

By : Nahla Ahmed — Mohamed
Shawky

The Egyptian Spain Information
Technology Innovation Program (ES-
ITIP) call #6 is approaching the dead-
line and will be closed on March 25,
2022.

To apply for this program, the Egyp-
tian partners (Egyptian University &
Egyptian Company) has to form a
consortium with a Spanish company,
the consortium will submit a unified
proposal through CDTI website and
the submission is done by the Span-
ish company. As you are aware, the
ITAC program has increased the
funding ceiling and it was effective
as of round #4, you can submit an
ARP (EGP 1,500,000) or PDP (EGP
2,500,000) and this will depend on
your starting point whether proof of
concept or prototype.

" Egyptian Spain Information Technology In-
novation Program - Call #6

If you have a project idea and still
searching for Spanish partner, you
can kindly please fill in the partner
search available on ITIDA website
and send it to ESITIP@itida.gov.
eg and we will share with CDTL
Likewise, if a Spanish company is
searching for Egyptian partner, we
will share the partner search with our
ITAC beneficiaries.

In case you missed the ESITIP event
or you need more information regard-
ing ESITIP call #6, please watch the
event recording on CDTI website or
ITIDA you tube channel.

W litida
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An ambitious strategy has been fol-
lowed by “Digital Planets” in a bid to
stay in the line with the direction of
Egypt towards moving to digital trans-
formation by applying a different per-
spective for the first time in the country,
which contributes to facilitating the
access of companies, government au-
thorities and all commercial sectors in
the country to the services required for
digital transformation.

The ISO 27001 certificate is globally
recognized standard for evaluating in-
formation security management sys-
tems and the information technology
procedures, in turn, it is a framework
of policies and procedures covering
legal, physical and technical controls
involved in the information risk man-
agement processes of a company that
contribute to achieving the optimum
quality of systems on the In the long
term, it also enables the sustainable
management of information technol-
ogy security to be optimized, which
helps in reducing costs.

Ahmed Hanafi, CEO and Co-founder
of Digital Planets, expressed his cheer-

cloud services agent, and ISO 27001
certificate is a result of sequence of ef-
forts,

and our specialization in providing the
best solutions related to information
security, now we are ranking as Best
Cloud services agent, in addition, we
ranked as the best technical support
in Egypt and the Middle East, and the
partner of the year for Sophos and Co.
3CX”

“I emphasize that the company is mov-
ing forward with its expansion plan to
open seven branches worldwide by the
end of 2023” he added.

“Digital Planets” is a premium partner
of “Telecom Egypt” and specialized in
Enterprise Services, Gold Partner of
Kaspersky, Platinum Partner of 3CX,
Gold Partner of Microsoft with 10
years’ experience consulting team, and
well-trained experts, as the company
vision is to be the leader technology
provider in Egypt and the MEA and
build a long relationship with her cli-
ents and business partners by providing
high quality services through her sites
in Egypt, UAE and UK in addition to
expansion plan up to 5 branches all
over the world by 2023.
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