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from ITIDA to design and develop the first electrical powertrain system in Egypt
Brightskies and Alexandria University secure EGP om

By: Bakinam Khaled - Saber Mohamed

Brightskies, an Egyptian privately owned
Technology Company & Digital Transfor-
mation enabler, announced today that it has
received EGP 5m fund in collaboration with
Alexandria University from the Information
Technology Industry Development Agency
(ITIDA) for the ZEUS project to design
and develop electrical powertrain systems
for public transportation busses locally.

The funding underscores Egypt’s plans of
using the largest possible percentage of lo-
cal components in the automotive sector as
well as focusing on reducing CO2 emissions
and having more sustainable and green pub-
lic transportation means, which will posi-
tively impact the overall environment and
air quality.

Under this agreement, ITIDA will be fund-
ing the ZEUS’ project and developing a link
between Egyptian companies and Universi-
ties to support the innovation flow between
the IT Industry and Academia.

The project, which comes under the um-
brella of ITIDAs Information Technology
Academia collaboration (ITAC), and Egypt
Makes Electronics (EME) initiatives, aims

to develop electrical powertrain systems for
city buses.

The fund will be delivered over the project’s
lifetime of 18 months, during which Bright-
skies and Alexandria University will be sub-
mitting a demo of an electrical powertrain
system that can be further developed to a
market-ready product.

Amr Mahfouz, CEO of ITIDA said: “We are
very excited to see an Egyptian company
like Brightskies succeeding in developing
a high end tech product, adding to Egypt’s
growing capacity for science, and technol-
ogy.

This highlights the innovation momentum
and the entrepreneurship ecosystem in
Egypt which is thriving like never before.
One of ITIDAs key mandates is to bring
value to Egyptian ICT Industry by foster-
ing the collaboration between industry and
academia, aiming at developing R&D based
innovative products and services that put
Egyptian ICT companies in a leading posi-
tion in the ICT market, both locally and in-
ternationally”
“We are honored to be working with ITIDA
and Alexandria University on this project,
which will bring together innovation from

both the industry and academia in order
to help drive Egypt towards green energy
for public transportation,” said Dr. Khaled
Elamrawi, Chief Executive Officer of Bright-
skies.

“In the past few years, the global automotive
industry has witnessed a revolution and ac-
celeration in the electric vehicles adoption
and penetration. We are delighted to be at
the forefront of this revolution in Egypt.”
Brightskies' role will focus on develop-
ing an automotive-grade battery pack in

compliance with the UNECE’s Sustainable
Transport Division regulation for approval
of vehicles with regards to the electric pow-
ertrain and ISO 26262 standard for automo-
tive functional safety.
The battery pack will be developed for a
fully electric city bus with a range of up to
300KM on a single charge. The city bus top
speed will be 90km/h and will accommo-
date up to 52 passengers.

Brightskies will also develop all the pow-
ertrain electronics and control units, which
are required to interface with the battery
and the electrical motor with vehicle net-
work and sensors.

For its part, Alexandria University plays a
crucial role in designing the chassis for the
converted bus to maintain the best vehicle
dynamics, as well as converting in the me-
chanical engineering systems to different
systems such as brakes, which will need to
be compatible with the new electrical pow-
ertrain.

Dr. Abdelaziz Konsowa, President of Alex-
andria University, highlighted: “It is an hon-
or for Alexandria University to be a major
player in the development of this advanced
industry

Gontact and Fawry Announce Integration Partnership Streamlin-

ing the Payment Process by Providing a Wide Range of Finan

By ; Basel Khaled -
Saber Mohamed

Contact announced an agree-
ment with Fawry, the e-payment
platform. Through this agreement,
Contact broadens the availability
and reach of e-payment services
and provides a wide range of finan-
cial services to customers through
its “Contact Rewards” application
saving clients’ time and effort in
paying installments.

The two companies have agreed on
providing customers with a conve-
nient option of paying installments
for financing Contacts brands
such as cars, securing a mortgage
for private and social housing in
addition to shopping. Payment
is possible through Fawry’s com-
prehensive digital platform (over
194 thousand digital payment
channels throughout Egypt) in
addition to Contact’s 24 branches

across Egypt and over 1500 selling
point networks in auto dealerships,
real-estate developers and con-
sumer goods outlets as well sport-
ing clubs; meeting the increasing
customer demand for digital pay-
ments.

The main goal of this partnership
is to diversify the digital payment
options available to Egyptian citi-
zens and facilitate their adoption of
digital payments through Fawry’s
mobile application and “Contact
Rewards” application, as well as
the various offline payment chan-
nels. This ultimately corresponds
with the Government’s efforts in
streamlining financial services
and reducing traditional banknote
transactions.

Mr. Said Zater, CEO of Contact
Financial Holdings, said: “We are
proud to announce this partner-
ship with Fawry, which takes us
one step closer towards our goal of

achieving financial inclusion and
accelerating digital transforma-
tion in our society. This agreement
marks a turning point in our path
and will boost our resources and
our efforts in providing convenient
digital financial services for Egyp-
tian citizens of all income groups,

| Fawry

and in line with national policies
promoting digital transformation
and financial inclusion”

Commenting on the agreement
Fawry’s Retail Chief Executive,
Hossam Ezz stated “We are very
happy with working alongside
Contact and we hope this partner-

ship will provide our customers
with what they need in exactly the
time when they need it the most.

The new agreement with Contact
is part of a fruitful partnership that
aims to save time and effort on
customers so that every customer
is able to choose the financing ser-
vice he wishes to obtain and pay
installments from the nearest out-
let or through Fawry’s application,
which establishes the principle
of financial inclusion, and digital
transformation.”

“The new service provides full flexi-
bility to customers in paying one or
two installments at once, through
a completely secured system with
Fawry outlets, additionally the in-
stallment would stimulate demand
for financing and expand the cus-
tomer base, further strengthen-
ing purchasing power”, highlights
Fawry’s Financial Sector Relations
Chief Ahmed Fahmy.

PUBG MOBILE AND OPPO ANNOUNGE PARTNERSHIP FOR
2021 Middle East & Africa ESPORTS SEASON

By : Nahla Makled - Mohamed Shawky

Lucidya quadruples its annual revenues and ranks
among top growing in ts field worldwide

By : Nahla Ahmed - Saber Mohamed Abdullah Asiri co-founder and CEO Lu-

cidya said: “Companies, organizations

PUBG MOBILE has appointed OPPO as the of-
ficial smartphone partner of PUBG MOBILE
Esports in the Middle East and Africa regions,
and Reno5 series as the official designated
smartphone of PUBG MOBILE Esports MEA
2021.
The dynamic partnership will see PUBG MO-
BILE and OPPO tie-up on a range of in-game
and real-life collaborations throughout the
course of 2021, to engage and inspire games
fans across the MEA region.
PUBG MOBILE and OPPO are a perfect fit for
partnership because the passion, energy and ad-
venture of gamers are qualities that are shared
by the OPPO Reno series. The collaboration
between the two aims to create innovative and
dynamic experiences for fans of both brands.
“The Middle East and North Africa Esports
landscape is taking-off rapidly, and PUBG MO-
BILE is thrilled to be partnering with OPPO for

B

the MEA 2021 season of official PUBG MO-
BILE Esports events. We are looking forward
to working together with OPPO to bring the
excitement of Esports to fans and players of all
levels in the region,” said John Lacey, Head of
Tencent Games MENA Office.

Lucidya, the leading company in moni-
toring and analyzing Arabic social me-
dia platforms, announced achieving re-
cord growth rates in revenues, boosted
profit margins, and expanding its cus-
tomer base in Saudi Arabia and abroad,

in 2020.

Lucidya revealed that during the fiscal
year 2020, its annual revenues were qua-
drupled, with increased profit margins
up to 90%, stressing that this achieve-
ment came as a result of the enlarged
operational efficiency, boosting invest-
ment in artificial intelligence (AI) pro-
grams, escalated company’s capabilities
in using and processing Arabic data, in
addition to the remarkable growth in its
government customer base as well as the
higher demand from global brands and

consultancies.

and governments have enlarged usage
of social media platforms to understand
their target audience. During the past
years, Lucidya platform has invested to
provide the most accurate monitoring
and listening services that help brands
and presidents of organizations bet-
ter understand the target audience and
enable them to make smarter strategic
decisions while communicating with
them?”Asiri added that despite impact
of the Corona pandemic on all sectors,
Lucidya was classified as the world’s fast-
est growing company in “Providing Soft-
ware as a Service” (Saa$).

The classification came according to
“Saa$ Capital” standards, the leading ref-
erence since 2007 to evaluate, support
and invest in companies selling software
as services.

Premas Biotech and Oramed Announce Oral GOVID-19 Vaccine Gan-
didate That Produces Antibodies After a §ill!l|ﬂ Dose :

By : Mohamed EL Kholy - Nahla Ahmed

Premas Biotech, a developer of novel biotherapeutic and
vaccine candidates, announced today the development of
an oral COVID-19 vaccine that has shown efficacy after a
single dose, in conjunction with Oramed Pharmaceuticals
Inc. (Nasdaq/TASE: ORMP). Accelerating the vaccine’s
path to market, Premas, Oramed and other shareholders,
have formed Oravax Medical Inc. which has received ex-
clusive licenses from Oramed and Premas to develop oral
COVID-19 vaccines. After a single dose of the Oravax
COVID-19 capsule, efficacy was evident through antibody
production in a pilot animal study. Oravax’s vaccine pro-
moted both systemic immunity through Immunoglobulin
G (IgG), the most common antibody in blood and bodily
fluids that protects against viral infections, and Immuno-
globulin A (IgA) which protects the respiratory and gastro-

intestinal tracts against infection.

Premas’ protein-based VLP (Virus Like Particle) vaccine
candidate creates triple protection against the SARS CoV-2

can be manufactured on large scales.

virus Spike, Membrane, and Envelope targets. The vaccine
candidate is also safe, efficacious and well tolerated at nor-
mal to high doses, and generated high titres of neutralizing
antibodies. The VLP is manufactured using Premas’ pro-
prietary D-Crypt™ platform, which is highly scalable and

Premas Biotech Co-Founder and Managing Director Dr.
Prabuddha Kundu commented, “An oral COVID-19 vac-
cine that harnesses and combines the true potential of the
two platforms, Premas’ D-Crypt™ technology platform
with Oramed’s world-leading oral protein delivery platform
POD?® is an excellent example of a true collaboration and
can rapidly advance into late-stage clinical trials. Oramed’s
experience and success in conducting Phase 2 and 3 oral
protein trials positions our program very favorably in the
race to find an effective oral COVID-19 vaccine that can be

of Oramed.

administered by anyone anywhere. We are looking forward
to sharing clinical data soon.”

“We are very excited about our oral vaccine candidate’s po-
tential to help end the pandemic,” said Nadav Kidron, CEO

\ation Institute to Build URE's
First Quantum Computer

By : Bakinam Khaled - Adel Farig

Work is underway to build a quantum comput-
er in Abu Dhabi, in the United Arab Emirates,
ushering an important milestone for the region
in this breakthrough era in computing.
Technology Innovation Institute (TII), the ded-
icated ‘applied research’ pillar of Abu Dhabi’s
newly established Advanced Technology Re-
search Council (ATRC), today announced that
its Quantum Research Centre (QRC) team led
by its Chief Researcher Professor José Ignacio
Latorre, will construct the quantum computer
in the UAE capital, in collaboration with Bar-
celona-based Qilimanjaro Quantum Tech re-
searchers.

“We are at the cusp of a new era with the advent
of quantum computing,” H.E. Faisal Al Ban-
nai, Secretary General of ATRC, said. “We are
proud to embark on building one of these won-
derful machines which will help us in various
fields, from discovering new medicines to mak-
ing new materials to designing better batteries
to various Artificial Intelligence applications.”
A quantum computer uses quantum mechanics
phenomena such as ‘superposition’ and ‘entan-
glement’ to generate and manipulate subatomic
particles like electrons or photons - quantum
bits also known as ‘qubits” - to create exponen-
tially stronger processing powers that can help
perform complex calculations that would take
much longer to solve even by the world’s most
powerful classical supercomputers.

Prof. Latorre explained that preparatory work
has already begun. “The first step in the process
is to build a laboratory, equip it and complete
installation of the cleanroom equipment, all of
which is on track. Once done, the first qubits
will be prepared, characterised and bench-
marked. We expect the first simple quantum
chips ‘Made in Abu Dhabi’ should come by the
end of the summer,” he said.

Prof. Latorre said there are several technologies
to construct quantum computers such as super-
conducting qubits, ion traps, optical qubits, and
spin dots, adding QRC has opted to use super-
conducting qubits, which is the same technol-
ogy that Google and IBM use in building their
own quantum computers, and they offer the
best qubit technology to scale to a larger quan-
tum computer.

AOC named as no.1in Gaming
Monitors worldwide in 2020

By : Adel Farig — Nahla Ahmed

Gaming monitor specialist AOC has again been
named by IDC as the global market-share leader
in gaming monitors. This impressive achievement
validates AOC’s ability to tune into the design, in-
novation, aesthetic and performance needs that
are demanded by today’s and tomorrow’s gaming
generation. In particular, it consolidates AOC’s
strong and consistent brand alignment with the
aspirations of a new generation of gaming enthu-
siasts, at all skill levels.

Meeting fierce industry competition, AOC has
successfully developed and marketed monitor
models that answer customer requirements at all
levels, from casual gamers to full-blooded esports
experts, from leisure to professional. Cutting-edge
design, leading performance, and cleverly con-
ceived features all play key roles in how AOC is
leading the gaming monitor pack, whether it’s for
entry-, medium-, or high-level gamers. Its 2020
collaboration with renowned Porsche Design to
create the PD27 monitor, a perfect fusion of form
and function, was a perfect illustration of this,
while the striking AG273FXR ‘Pink Power’ Agon
monitor dared to challenge design boundaries
while fostering empowerment among its gaming
audience.

AOC’s drive to work in sync with current perfor-
mance trends has resulted in higher refresh rates,
now up to a whopping 360Hz, larger panel sizes,
1000R curvature, mini-LED backlighting, and, in
answer to increasing demand, “Super Wide” and

“Ultra Wide” (21:9 and 32:9) monitors. Add in all
the benefits of the 240Hz refresh rates selected in
many models and Nvidia G-SYNC Ultimate and
AMD FreeSync Premium Pro anti-tearing tech-
nologies and it is clear to see users get the very best
gaming experience. Positive peer reviews across
the board in trade and consumer publications have
been further evidence of the fundamental success
of AOC’s market and product strategy. With AOC
carrying off prestigious design awards such as Red-
Dot Design Awards in 2020, the strategy is clearly
working.

Said Kevin Wu, General Manager of MMD Singa-
pore, “We feel this achievement is a significant rec-
ognition of the design and brand excellence that
we strive to maintain, even in a situation where this
high-growth sector has been given an unexpected
boost by the pandemic. Populations worldwide
looked for answers to the boredom of being forced
to stay home, while many also needed to invest in
new equipment for Working from Home (WFH).
Going forward, we are determined to continue our
leadership role in this hugely competitive field”




I n the 29th session of the Egyntian-Jordanian Higher Committee
A memorandum between the two countries to enhance technological co-
operation and link and support innovation and entrepreneurship

By: Basel Khaled - Saber Mohamed

Within the framework of the work of the
29th session of the Joint Egyptian-Jorda-
nian Higher Committee, whose main ses-
sions were held today in the Jordanian
capital, Amman, under the chairmanship
of the prime ministers of the two coun-
tries; Prime Minister Dr. Mustafa Madbouly
and Jordanian Prime Minister Dr. Bishr
Al-Khasawneh witnessed the signing of a
memorandum of understanding to support
fruitful and close bilateral cooperation be-
tween the two countries in the field of in-
formation and communication technology.
The memorandum of understanding was
signed by Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Com-
munications and Information Technology,
and Ahmed Al Hananda, Minister of Digital
Economy and Entrepreneurship, in Jordan.
According to the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding; The available capabilities in

the field of communications, information
technology, and post will be employed to
support and develop cooperation between
Egypt and Jordan in several areas, including
digital infrastructure, by taking advantage
of the Egyptian international cable network
and linking it to Jordan. Experiences and
best practices in force in the two countries
in the field of digital transformation and
payment will also be exchanged. E-mail to
build a digital society and digital govern-
ment.

The memorandum of understanding in-
cludes; Cooperation in the field of build-
ing human capacities in the fields of com-
munications, information technology and
postal services by making use of the capa-
bilities of specialized training institutes in
both countries, in addition to exchanging
experiences in the field of technology in-
cubators, innovation and entrepreneurship
by empowering entrepreneurs in the field

of emerging digital technologies and pro-
viding the necessary support to maximize
economic benefits And the organization of
an Egyptian-Jordanian initiative for techno-
logical innovation and entrepreneurship to
form joint teams from both sides working

to develop solutions and products that serve
projects in the two countries, in addition to
organizing joint conferences and competi-
tions between the two countries in the field
of technological innovation and entrepre-
neurship.

The memorandum of understanding pro-
vides for cooperation and exchange of expe-
riences in the fields of artificial intelligence
applications, the organization of cloud com-
puting services in the public and private sec-
tors of the two countries, and the possibility
of encouraging investment in these areas, as
well as cooperation in the areas of planning,
research and development, investment in
the field of communications and informa-
tion technology, and the exchange of expe-
riences in the field of legislation and policies.
Related issues that would create an enabling
environment supportive of developing the
work of the telecommunications, informa-
tion technology and postal sector.

WITH AN INITIAL VALUE OF EGP 150 MILLION
A cooperation protocol between “TLD - The Land Developers” and “B.TECH"
Will provide exceptional services to the two companies’ clients

By : Faten elkholy

“TLD - The Land Developers” company signed a cooperation
protocol with “B.TECH”, the largest retailer for home appli-
ances and consumer electronics in Egypt, with an initial
value of EGP 150 million, and aims to provide unparalleled
services to the clients of both parties.

The protocol signed by Ahmed El Tayebi- Chairman and
Co-Founder of The Land Developers & a member of the
House of Representatives and Dr Mahmoud Khattab, CEO
& Managing Director of B TECH. The protocol is a step that
perfectly correlates and contributes to the state’s vision to
accelerate the development of the new administrative capi-
tal and encourage the customers to move and live there.

The protocol gives clients of the Armonia project in the
New Administrative Capital various discounts on electri-
cal and electronic devices from all the different branches of

“B.TECH” and providing multiple payment methods. This
agreement also grants to “B.TECH” customers discounts
and special offers when contracting any residential or ser-
vice units in the projects of “TLD-The Land Developers”.

“We are thrilled with our cooperation with “B.TECH”, the
Number one consumer electronics retailer & the purveyor
of trading and distributing home appliances in Egypt. It
aligns with our vision to always present the highest services
to satisfy current and potential customers.

The new partnership will apply to all Armonia residen-
tial and service units’ customers, whether the current 700
clients or those who will contract in the next stages.” said
Ahmed El Tayebi - Chairman & Co-Founder of The Land
Developers and a member of the House of Representatives.

El Tayebi added, “Our customers will receive a voucher
that they can easily use at any B.TECH STORE across the
country. Moreover, other means of cooperation will come

to fruition very soon between the two parties in the various
residential, coastal, and service projects.”

Dr Mahmoud Khattab, CEO & Managing Director of
B.TECH, expressed his happiness at the signing of this pro-
tocol: “We have cooperated with “T'LD-The Land Develop-
ers’, whose shareholders have remarkable achievements in
various investment projects and a distinctive influence over
the national economy. This cooperation enables us to re-
main closely connected to our customers and provide them
with the best offers. As part of our ambitious plan, they will
receive special discounts when contracting units in the Ar-
monia project, as well as more flexible payment plans.”

Khattab added, “We have several ambitious strategies and
are currently considering many innovative mechanisms to
be more connected to our clients. We are also planning to
expand the scope and modalities of the cooperation with

“TLD - The Land Developers” to provide new and distinctive
services to the clients of both parties”

- Mohamed El Kholy

Moro Hub (Data Hub Integrated Solutions LLC), a subsid-
iary of Digital DEWA, the digital arm of Dubai Electricity
and Water Authority (DEWA), has deployed Google Cloud’s
Anthos, from its first solar-powered Green Data Centre in
the region. Google Anthos is a hybrid and multi-cloud plat-
form designed to enable cloud migration, application mod-
ernisation, multi-cloud, and hybrid cloud management.

Moro Hub’s adoption of Anthos will make it available locally

in Moro Hub’s Data Centre. Anthos provides a fast and sim-
ple way to move to a container-based platform managed and
orchestrated by Kubernetes. Anthos will enable Moro Hub
to build and deploy apps fast and scale effectively without
compromising security or increasing complexity.
Commenting on this collaboration, Eng. Marwan Bin Hai-
dar, Vice Chairman of Moro Hub, said, “Our engagement
with Google Cloud to deploy the phenomenal benefits of
Anthos marks a milestone for Moro Hub. Anthos is well-
aligned with our vision to be the digital transformation hub
of choice for our customers and partners. Anthos gives us
an innovative multi-cloud and hybrid cloud app moderni-
sation platform to build and deliver new services for our
customers”’As a Dubai 10X enabler, Moro Hub’s mission
from its inception has been to support the UAE’s digital
goals and stay ahead of the competition.

Moro Hub is playing a significant role in enabling regional
customers to achieve their digital transformation objectives.
The digital data hub has strengthened its offerings through
several ISO certifications and accreditations such as the re-
cent security certification from Dubai Electronic Security
Center (DESC), continuously reinforcing its commitment to
deliver secure digital solutions and services to regional cus-
tomers. As a strong player in the market with unique digital
capabilities and local facilities such as its Smart Cities Com-
mand and Control Centre with 24/7 support

Increased malware and
crypto mining threats in
Egynt in 2020: Kaspersky

By : Mohamed Shawky — Adel Farig

Kaspersky Security Network (KSN) statistics around cy-
bersecurity threats in Egypt indicates that all malware
infections have increased by 21% in 2020 as compared
to 2019. Since the start of this pandemic, cybercriminals
have found new ways of exploiting users, resulting in
spikes across different kinds of malware in the region. As
people work, study, shop, and bank from home, attackers
appear to have shifted their focus to the devices they use.
Tactics are also evolving to include malicious email at-
tachments and links, downloadable malware, and more.
Left unchecked, malware can cause the infected device
to slow down or stop working entirely. Malware can also
delete or steal data, putting the users’ privacy in jeopardy.
Egypt also saw an increase of 8% in crypto-mining
threats. This increase is a marked contrast with the global
trend, which saw a 24% decrease in crypto-miner infec-
tions. In recent months, there has been a spike in the
prices of cryptocurrencies, driving significant interest in
a valuable, digital asset class.
Unfortunately, cybercriminals have met this heightened
interest with equal force, creativity, and malicious intent.
By their very nature, crypto miners aim to stay hidden —
the longer they wait, the greater the profit potential. As a
result, victims may not even notice them for a long time,
until they are defrauded or they feel system resources ex-
haustion.
The statistics show a 16% decrease in banking trojan at-
tacks in Egypt in 2020, despite a global increase of 29% in
the same type of attacks. Probably this points to the suc-
cess of a strong regulatory environment that is focused
on generating awareness, and individual prioritization of
security and privacy. This heightened awareness and pre-
paredness have also reduced the instances — and impact
- of ransomware, which fell by 27% during 2020.
Maher Yamout, Senior Security Researcher at Kasper-
sky, said: “The cybersecurity threat environment is dy-
namic, evolving, and topical, making it more challenging
to keep pace with the cybersecurity threats. Particularly,
when accessing shopping deals, personal
finances, and investment opportunities,
it pays to be more careful. In contrast 4
to other major countries in the region,
Egypt showed the steepest drop in
banking Trojan attacks, which prob-
ably stands testament to Egypt’s dedi- \"
cation towards improving cy-
bersecurity measures across 7
the country.” /
Dr. Fadi Aloul, CISSP, /
Professor & Depart- /£
ment Head of Com- /
puter Science & /
Engineering at |
American  Univer-
sity Sharjah said, e
“Since the start of the pan-
demic cybercriminals have 4‘
always found new ways !
of exploiting users which
have resulted in the GCC ‘,«"_."
seeing its fair share of cy-
ber threats over the last
year.
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Incelebration of International Women's Month Visa holds a webinar honouring North Africa women entrepreneurs

-
It's time to make the business
case for gender equality

By :
Damian Jaume _J
( President, Dynabook Europe GmbH )

Artificial intelligence (AI) and edge computing are
certainly both industry buzzwords in their own
right. Implementation of AI by businesses has
grown 270 percent in the past four years, while
enterprises will spend an average of 30 percent of
their IT budgets on edge cloud computing over
the next three years. However, as both technolo-
gies continue to mature, they are increasingly be-
ing included together in IT leader’s decision-mak-
ing. The two technologies go hand in hand - AT is
now a key use case for edge computing and edge is
a significant enabler for AL

Traditionally, Al has lived inside data centres pow-
ered by cloud computing. In time, Al made its way
into software and has since become embedded
into Internet of Things (IoT) endpoints and other
end-user devices.

As consumers began to spend more time on their
smartphones, major technology companies have
realised they needed to bring the compute power
of the data centres closer to the end user to de-
liver a good user experience. Big data will always
be processed via the cloud. However, instant data
that is generated by the users can be computed
and operated on the edge. The likes of Google and
Amazon are already exploring potential edge com-
puting benefits.

To keep pace with these major technology compa-
nies, more businesses involved in Al have started
to realise the benefits of edge computing. In fact,
Deloitte now predicts that more than 750 million
edge Al chips - designed to enable on-device ma-
chine learning - will be sold this year.

So, why does edge fit so well with AI? AI is un-
doubtedly a data-heavy and computing intensive
technology. As a result, bandwidth, latency, secu-
rity and cost pose significant hurdles for the ma-
jority of businesses. Edge benefits Al by helping
overcome these technological challenges.
Artificial intelligence has, quite literally, got a big
data problem. With edge computing, rather than
sending this data to the cloud or distance data cen-
tre, it can be processed nearer to the end user. This
process not only reduces the amount of bandwidth
required, while also backhauling costs. What’s
more, bringing processing to the point of capture
gains immediate value from the data through in-
stant insights gathering.

With this also comes reduced latency, perhaps one
of the more obvious reasons for adopting edge
computing. As technologies and services become
more distributed across a business’ network, laten-
cy will naturally occur. Where real-time decision
making and actions are required at device level
especially, latency must be kept to a minimum. By
locating key processing tasks closer to end users,
edge computing can deliver faster and more re-
sponsive Al-based services.

Privacy remains an unsolved challenge in the AI
industry, especially with the increasing variety
of Al-enabled devices across a business’ network.
Edge computing offers a solution to this security
conundrum. With edge-based Al, sensitive infor-
mation is stored and processed locally on a de-
vice, rather than being sent to the cloud. Only less
time-intensive data sets need to be pushed to the
cloud, the rest remain local. If there is less transfer
of sensitive data between devices and the cloud,
this means better security for business and their
customers.

According to Gartner, in two years time 74% of
all data will need analysis and action on the edge.
Data from Al-enabled devices are no exception to
this. In fact, edge Al is the next wave of Al and even
many major technology companies are recognis-
ing this. Earlier this year, Intel and Udacity an-
nounced a joint edge AI nanodegree programme
to help train developers in the field. Ultimately, As
data continues to grow exponentially, there’s a real

By : Bakinam Khaled - Saber Mohamed

Lamia Kamel, the public relations expert
and founder of Narrative Summit, partici-
pated in a webinar held by Visa, the world
leader in digital payments, to talk about her
experience as a female entrepreneur in Af-
rica.

The webinar was moderated by Malak
El Baba, Director of Visa in Egypt, and
Ahmed Gaber, General Manager of Visa
in North Africa. Kamel participated along
a number of the most prominent business-

women in North Africa from Egypt, Sudan,
and Morocco; celebrating Women’s Month
and discussing how each of them managed
to become a pioneer in their field of work
and achieve tangible change in the industry.
Kamel highlighted Narrative Summit, ex-
plaining that its idea stemmed from the
changes in the region in the last ten years,
which were reflected on the image of Egypt
in the Western media. At that time, it was
necessary to think in an unconventional
way, and to benefit from her study of pub-
lic relations and vast experiences to launch

Narrative Summit in 2016 as the first forum
promoting the positive image of the Egyp-
tian state through Nation Branding.

“It was imperative that we understand the
important moment and the change that
Egypt is witnessing, by giving the oppor-
tunity to entrepreneurs, decision-makers,
and thinkers to showcase their ideas to the
public through a platform that promotes
them to everyone in Egypt and abroad,
Kamel said.

On the secret of her success as the CEO
of CC Plus she said: “In PR, your personal

brand is a big part of your company brand.
Your team and your clients need to buy into
your vision. And to be able to do so, you
need to show them the sense of purpose
and how your role is strategic and impor-
tant. Hence, everybody’s role becomes in-
tegral” She noted that the selection of the
work team is one of the most important
reasons for success, and that the selection
of employees in any company must be its
main criterion is efficiency in performance
without regard to the gender of the person.
“Really focus on bringing in the right people.

need for data storage and data computation to be
located on the device. Not forgetting other factors
- speed, privacy and security. For those wondering
where Al will be heading next, now they know, it’s
heading to the edge.

—

3 in4 Egypt small businesses optimis-
tic ahout recovery, as revealed in new
Visa Small Business Recovery study

By : Mohamed Shawky — Nahla Ahmed

Three out of four small businesses in Egypt say they
feel optimistic about business recovery in 2021, ac-
cording to a new study by Visa (NYSE: V), the world
leader in digital payments. Half of Egyptian mer-
chants surveyed (50%) believe their investment in
digital payments will play an important role in their
business recovery. The 2021 Small Business Recov-
ery study surveyed small and medium businesses
(SMBs) in Egypt, UAE, KSA and Pakistan to under-
stand how they have evolved the way they do busi-
ness to manage the impact of the coronavirus on their
bottom line. The study also revealed the key spending
trends that merchants believe define the COVID-19
business environment - these include increased use
of contactless payments (92% of merchants), take-
aways (73%) and home delivery (75%). Merchants
in Egypt expect these spending trends to continue to
grow post-pandemic. When asked about payment
habits during the pandemic, nearly half of Egyptian
merchants polled (46%) said digital payments .
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