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In the third edition of the Techne Cairo Summit sponsored by ‘“Alam Rakamy” :
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Talaat: Establishing 20 “Digital Egypt Creativity” centers to create a supportive climate for entrepreneurship and startup companies

By: Mohamed Elkholy

The activities of the first days of
the third edition of the Techni Cairo
Entrepreneurship Summit kicked off at the
Egypt Digital Innovation Center “Cretiva”
in the Sultan Hussein Kamel Palace. The
activities began with opening speeches
delivered by His Excellency the Minister
of Communications and Information
Technology, Dr. Amr Talaat, Ambassador
Hokan Emsjord, the Swedish Ambassador
to Cairo, and Tarek El-Kady, co-founder
and CEO of Techni Summit, in the presence
of a group of the most prominent figures,
officials, specialists and entrepreneurs,
especially young people and under the
sponsorship of Media reporter for “Alam
Rakamy  newspaper.

During his opening speech, Dr. Amr
Talaat, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, confirmed
that the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology established
Digital Egypt Innovation Centers to create
a supportive climate for entrepreneurship
and emerging companies, as 20 centers
have been established so far as part of a
plan aimed at reaching a center in every
governorate. Explaining the efforts made
to support entrepreneurs by working on

several axes, which are providing an
intensive set of capacity-building initiatives
in various technological disciplines to
provide the digital skills required by
emerging companies, providing programs
to train entrepreneurs, incubating their
pioneering projects in Egypt’s Digital
Innovation Centers, and facilitating
procedures for establishing companies.
Emerging and beyond.

Dr. Amr Talaat added that the second phase
of the Egypt Digital Creativity Centers deals
with specialized centers, as two centers
were started in the Knowledge City in the
New Administrative Capital, one of which
specializes in electronic design; Another
specializes in assistive technologies. It is
planned to launch an incubator specialized
in the field of artificial intelligence in Cairo
to provide an incubating environment for
emerging and small companies working in
this field.

Dr. Amr Talaat praised the efforts
made to organize this summit and
host this distinguished crowd from the
entrepreneurship community in Egypt,
which contributes to enhancing the growth
of the entrepreneurship climate and the
prosperity of the innovation environment

The Swedish Ambassador in Cairo: The summit is an effective platform for
innovation and cooperation throughout the Mediterranean region

—— LEEY ety

in the communications and information
technology  sector.

For his part, Ambassador Hokan Emsjord,
the Swedish Ambassador to Cairo, said
he was happy to participate in the third
edition of the Cairo Techne Summit 2024,
after a decade of successful attendance

TE<CHN¢
SUMMIT

in Alexandria, “This summit represents
an effective platform for innovation and
cooperation throughout the Mediterranean
region. Sweden has been We have long
been at the forefront of technological
progress and sustainable development, and
we are excited to share our expertise and

strengthen our partnerships with Egypt and
the wider region. We are now witnessing
an expansion of cooperation between
Egypt and Sweden in the field of artificial
intelligence through some of our major
Swedish companies, such as Ericsson and
AstraZeneca. .

He added, “The Techni Summit embodies
the spirit of cooperation and potential
opportunities that arise when diverse
minds come together to confront global
challenges, especially in light of what is
happening near the Egyptian border. I
look forward to more success for Techni,
even beyond Alexandria and Cairo, and to
continuing the cooperation and innovation
that returns.” “Benefiting our societies and
economies.”

This year’s edition comes under the
auspices and in cooperation with
the Ministries of Communications,
Information Technology, Youth and Sports.
The list of sponsorships also includes
several entities, including the Information
Technology  Industry  Development
Authority (ITIDA), the Technological
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center
(TIEC), the General Division for Digital
Economy and Technology (DETGD), and
the Federation of Egyptian Chambers of

Commerce (FEDCOC). This is in addition
to the strategic partner, the Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises Development
Authority, the telecommunications partner,
Telecom Egypt “We”, the platinum partner,
Triangles, the gold partner, Edventures,
Novartis Egypt, Roche, and Cardo,
the silver partner, Sanad, and the main
organizer, Marked.

The Techni Summit is distinguished as
a unique event that connects startups,
investors and major companies in the
technology industry, and plays a vital role
in supporting ambitious entrepreneurs
and promoting innovation and economic
growth.

The summit allows the presentation
of the latest innovations, the exchange
of ideas between participants, and the
exploration of emerging trends in various
sectors. This year, the summit hosts more
than 300 speakers, 180 investors from
more than 70 countries, and more than
500 startups, with an attendance of more
than 25,000 people. Ten tracks will be
discussed, including creative technology,
e-commerce, educational technology,
financial, health, and investment, in
addition to 50 workshops presented by
specialists and experts.

Signing a memorandum of understanding between ITIDA and
Techni Summit to stimulate entrepreneurship based on * AI *

Birdnest Secures Pre-Series A Funding led by Beltone Venture
Capital to Accelerate Growth and Expand Market Presence

By: Rasha Hussein For his part, Engineer
Engineer Ahmed Al-Dhaher, Ahmed Al-Zaher, CEO of
CEO of the Information the Information Technology
Technology Industry  Industry Development
Development Authority  Authority (ITIDA), said that
(ITIDA), and Tarig Al- ITID A’ sg

Qadi, co-founder and sponsorshipi = - e
CEO of Techni Summit, of this year’s " |\ e )
signed a  memorandum edition of the b

of understanding through summit comes | |

within the |
framework of |
the Authority’s |
commitment to |
its strategic and
pioneering role in supporting
creativity and enhancing the

which the two parties aim to
stimulate  entrepreneurship
based on artificial intelligence
technology in various sectors,
through  the institutional
innovation program, Which
links startups in the field of

artificial  intelligence with  entrepreneurship climate based
existing  companies and on technological innovation
includes many activities in Egypt, as we believe
that  include  awareness There is a need to sponsor
and capacity building for emerging companies  and
entrepreneurs and startups ~ support their participation in
in their early stages, in specialized events that embrace

entrepreneurs and provide them
with a platform for networking
with investors and opportunities
interact and exchange

addition to training courses
from global partners to build
capabilities in the field of
artificial intelligence. to

ideas and experiences, which
contributes to building a strong
and innovative entrepreneurial
community capable of creating

“Today we are witnessing the
launch of the first days of the
third edition of the Techni
Cairo Summit, after the success
and great impact achieved by
the first and second editions in
supporting the entrepreneurship
community in various fields.
He added, “We are very excited
about this new cooperation with
the Information Technology
Industry Development

unconventional solutions using
- ~gy information and

3 } communications

- technology,
[f#:w h i ¢ h
- contributes  to
confronting
economic

and social  Authority (ITIDA), as we see it
challenges. “  as an opportunity to accelerate
He added: the pace of innovation and
“We are happy to sign the entrepreneurship in the field
cooperation agreement of artificial intelligence in
with the Techni Summit Egypt and Africa through
to stimulate creativity in the Corporate Innovation

emerging technology, the most
important of which is artificial
intelligence, and to link creative
solutions in these technologies  technology-driven future. This
and connect them with the confirms our commitment
needs of major companies.” to exploiting artificial
On the other hand, Tariq Al- intelligence to  transform
Qadi, co-founder and CEO economies and empower young
of the Techni Summit, said: entrepreneurs.”

Program, as our interest goes
beyond merely supporting
innovation to  build a

By : Bakinam Khaled
Birdnest, a pioneering proptech
startup revolutionizing the real
estate investment landscape,
is thrilled to announce the
successful closing of asignificant
pre-Series A funding round,
underscoring the company’s
robust growth trajectory and
its innovative approach to
real estate management and
investment. With a mission
to maximize returns for real
estate investors while providing
tenants with unparalleled value,
Birdnest leverages cutting-
edge technology to streamline
processes for all stakeholders
involved.

The latest funding round,
led by notable investors
including Beltone Venture
Capital — a wholly-owned

subsidiary of Beltone Holding,
and CI Venture Capital — a

wholly-owned subsidiary
of  Citadel International
Holdings, a prominent

investment management firm
headquartered in Abu Dhabi,
marks a pivotal moment for
Birdnest. While the financial
details of the investment remain
undisclosed, the infusion of
capital in exchange for a 20%
stake in the company signifies
strong investor confidence in
Birdnest’s vision and business
model. The funds are earmarked
for the expansion of the regional
quality team, enhancement of
proprietary technologies, and
aggressive marketing initiatives
aimed at reinforcing Birdnest’s
market  position.

Mostafa  El-Nahawy, CO-
CEO of Birdnest, expressed

his enthusiasm about the
partnership ~ with ~ Beltone
Venture Capital (BVO),
highlighting the unique

advantages of aligning with an
investor who brings a wealth
of financial infrastructure
knowledge to the table. “This
partnership ~ with  Beltone

Venture Capital, a venture
capital firm with deep roots in
investment banking, provides
us with more than just capital.
It equips us with the strategic
financial infrastructure essential
for our next phase of growth,”
El-Nahawy  stated.
Birdnest’s strategic use of the
funds is poised to significantly
expand its local footprint in
Egypt and scale its operations
across key regional markets,
including Athens, Dubai, and
Riyadh. This expansion is
part of Birdnest’s ambitious
strategy to partner with real
estate developers, institutional
investors, and independent
property owners. The goal is to
develop and operate high-value,
short-term rental properties and
establish Birdnest as the leading
short-term rental platform in
the region.

Ali Mokhtar, CEO of Beltone
Venture Capital, also shared
his excitement about the

investment, saying, “We are
excited to support Birdnest
and its leadership team to
achieve their vision to lead and
innovate the Real Estate sector
in the MENA region. Birdnest
has  demonstrated  strong
operational performance and
with its ambitious expansion
plans, it is well-positioned to
become the leading Proptech
company in the region.”
Ahmed Fadda, CO-CEO
of Birdnest, adds “We are
thrilled to announce our
partnership ~ with  esteemed
financial investors such as
Belton Venture, whose support
will bolster our expansion
efforts throughout Egypt and
facilitate financing solutions
for our clientele to complete
and furnish their assets. We are
equally enthusiastic about our
collaboration with CI Venture,
which will play a pivotal role in
driving our regional expansion
initiatives.

‘WALLETH BY OorED0O’: A TRANSFORMATIVE STEP IN Dicrmar FIvance Desurs Iv OMan

Gartner Forecasts Worldwide Public Cloud End-

Beltone continues its sharp growth path, reporting §12% increase YoY in

By : Amir Taha

‘walletii by Ooredoo’, a new state-
of-the-art fintech solution, has
made its debut in Oman at the 33rd
edition of the COMEX Global
Technology Show.

Unveiled by Ooredoo Fintech
(OFTT) - a wholly owned subsidiary
of Ooredoo Group - and Ooredoo
Oman, ‘walletii’ translates to “my
wallet” in Arabic, reflecting its
purpose as a user-friendly mobile
wallet designed to upgrade and
simplify financial transactions for
consumers and merchants.

For the first time in Oman, ‘walletii’
will be the first mobile money app
to offer a remittance marketplace,
enabling users to choose from
multiple providers to secure the
best rate for their transactions.
Scheduled to launch later this
summer in Oman, the ‘walletii’
app will enable users — regardless
of whether they are Ooredoo
customers - to make payments,
send and receive money both
domestically and internationally,
while earning rewards easily and
securely.

The app will also feature chat-
like payments for a more intuitive
and seamless user experience.
Additionally, ‘walletii’ users will
be rewarded for their everyday
transactions through an integrated

loyalty programme, enhancing
customer  engagement and
satisfaction.

Aziz Aluthman Fakhroo, Group
CEO, Ooredoo, commented on
the launch: “We thank the Central
Bank of Oman for awarding
us with the license to operate
‘walletii’. This endorsement allows
us to contribute significantly to the
fintech sector in Oman. Our goal is
to provide consumers with an easy,
secure, and cost-effective financial
tool that upgrades their everyday

lives.”

This launch marks a significant
milestone in Ooredoo’s strategy
to extend the successful Ooredoo
Money platform from Qatar to the
broader MENA region.

Mirko Giacco, CEO of Ooredoo
Fintech, expressed his enthusiasm
about the new venture: “walletii
by Ooredoo was designed to
deliver superior usability and
exceptional customer experience,
upgrading how people manage
their finances in Oman. By offering
a seamless and secure digital wallet
experience, we aim to empower
consumers and businesses alike,
driving financial inclusion and
innovation across the region.”

User Spending to Surpass $675 Billion in 2024

By : Basel Khaled

Worldwide end-user spending on public cloud services is forecast
to grow 20.4% to total $675.4 billion in 2024, up from $561 billion
in 2023, according to the latest forecast from Gartner, Inc. This
growth is being driven by generative Al (GenAl) and application
modernization.“The continued growth we expect to see in public
cloud spending can be largely attributed to GenAl due to the
continued creation of general-purpose foundation models and the
ramp up to delivering GenAl-enabled applications at scale,” said Sid
Nag, Vice President Analyst at Gartner. “Because of this continued
growth, we expect public cloud end-user spending to eclipse the one
trillion dollar mark before the end of this decade.”

All segments of the cloud market are expected to see growth in
2024. Infrastructure-as-a-service (IaaS) is forecast to experience the
highest end-user spending growth at 25.6%, followed by platform-
as-a-service (PaaS) at 20.6% .

“laaS continues at a robust growth rate that is reflective of the GenAl
revolution that is underway,” said Nag. “The need for infrastructure
to undertake Al model training, inferencing and fine tuning has only
been growing and will continue to grow exponentially and have a
direct effect on [aaS consumption.”

While cloud infrastructure and platform services are driving the
highest spending growth, SaaS remains the largest segment of the
cloud market in end-user spending. SaaS spending is projected to
grow 20% to total $247.2 billion in 2024.

“SaaS spend is driven by applications being modernized by
independent software vendors to run in a SaaS-based consumption
model,” said Nag. “Organizations continue to increase their usage of
cloud for specific use cases such as Al, machine learning, Internet of
Things and big data which is driving this SaaS growth.”

Operating Revenue to record EGP1.33 illion

By : Mohamed Elkholy

Beltone Holding (“Beltone” or the “Company”),
one of the fastest growing financial institutions,
announces its consolidated financial and
operational results for the period ending March
31, 2024

Beltone continued to reap the benefits of its
turnaround and growth strategy, driving soaring
consolidated top line growth, as Operating
Revenue grew 812% YoY to record EGP1.33
billion during 1Q2024. This remarkable
growth was driven by the robust expansion
of the Non-Banking Financial Institutions
(“NBFIs”) platform coupled with the exceptional
performance of the Investment Bank. EBITDA
recorded EGP458 million during 1Q2024.
Net Profit recorded EGP514 million during
the period, compared to a Net Loss of EGP52
million during 1Q2023.

The Investment Bank’s solid performance
significantly ~ contributed to the Group’s
impressive results, with Operating Revenue
increasing by 355% YoY to EGP236 million.
This growth was primarily driven by robust
Brokerage operations, supported by higher
commissions, and successful augmentation of
the Margin Lending Portfolio to EGP1.24 billion,
representing a remarkable 675% YoY increase.
Additionally, Assets Under Management rose

by 56% YoY to EGP29.4 billion, compared
to EGP18.8 billion in 1Q2023, leading to an
increase in management fees. Furthermore, the
Investment Banking division has expanded its
2024 pipeline across different sectors, offering
a comprehensive suite of services, including
M&A, equity capital market (ECM), and debt
capital market (DCM) spaces. It also provides
financial and Export Credit Agency (ECA)
advisory services, along with an opportunistic-
based credit fund introduced during 2H2023.
The NBFIs platform witnessed remarkable
growth, capturing impressive market shares
across the platform and achieving impressive
results during 1Q2024, as Operating Revenue
soared 1,297% YoY to EGP1.04 billion. The
outstanding Portfolio grew 891% YoY to
EGP13.1 billion, up from EGP1.3 billion during
the same period last year. Leasing & Factoring
and Consumer Finance business lines were the
main contributors to the NBFIs record growth,
where Outstanding Portfolios rose 7x and 11x, to
EGP7.9 billion and EGP2.8 billion respectively.
Mortgage Finance Outstanding Portfolio
recorded EGP2.1 billion, capturing 24% market
share during 1Q2024. The Outstanding Portfolio
of Cash for Microfinance more than doubled to
EGP284 million during the period, compared to
EGP128 million in 1Q2023.

DusAt AwaRDS TrREE WINNERS FROM INDIA AND AUSTRIA AT FIRST
OF 178 KIND *GL0BAL Prover ENGINEERING CHAMPIONSHTP'

By : Amin Kadry

Shipsy to go Bullish on Saudi Arabia’s USD 13 Billion Warehousing Market with its Cutting-Edge WMS |

Consequently, there is a growing
need for

warehousing  and

PrrLip MoRRIS INTERNATIONAL ANNOUNCES THE ACQUISITION OF A

Mivoriry Stakg Iy Ecyer-Basep Eastery Conpany
By ; Ghada Helmy

Dubai has pledged to train a million people in Al prompt over the
next three years after His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai, Chairman of the
Executive Council of Dubai and Chairman of the Board of Trustees
of the Dubai Future Foundation (DFF) announced ‘One Million Al
Prompters’, the world’s first initiative of its kind.

Al prompt engineering is critical to getting the best out of generative
AL It involves understanding the
capabilities, limitations and nuances
of Al models and is predicted to be
one of the most important skills in the
future workplace.

‘One Million AI Prompters’, the
first-of-its-kind prompt engineering
initiative, that prepares expertise
and competencies in Al prompt
engineering, which involves crafting precise and effective
instructions for Al systems to achieve desired outcomes in various
tasks, ranging from generating creative content to solving complex
challenges.This initiative will follow an extensive program that
includes training courses to upskill individuals in Al and prompt
engineering, offering them accredited certifications to validate their
expertise and help them stand out. The initiative will host various
competitions and provide a platform for talents to network and
collaborate with experts across the technology ecosystem.

By : Mostafa Ibrahim logistics platform. Enterprises  high  levels of inventory
Shipsy, a leading SaaS-based can  drive  comprehensive accuracy and visibility, and
Al-powered  supply  chain logistics optimisation, supply  boosting warehouse productivity
orchestration and execution  chain management, and  are driving the rapid adoption of

platform  provider, recently
highlighted its plan to go bullish
with its Warehouse Management
System (WMS) offering in the
GCC and KSA region.

In October last year, Shipsy
acquired Stockone, a cloud-
based WMS that specialises
in enabling manufacturers,
pharmaceutical businesses,
retailers, and eCommerce
companies to scale fulfilment
operations, manage compliance,
gain  real-time inventory
visibility,  boost  workforce
productivity, —and  enhance
customer experience.

“Adding a WMS to our core
offering now makes it possible
for businesses in GCC and KSA
to experience the power of a
fully integrated fulfilment and

seamless fulfilment to ensure
cost-efficient, compliant, agile
and customer-centric  supply
chain operations,” said Soham
Chokshi, CEO and Co-Founder
of Shipsy.

The WMS market is dominated
by legacy and investment-
intensive ~ systems.  Shipsy’s
WMS deployments

in APAC are already
establishing the company
as a new-age agile player

and economical go-live.
Fast implementation
seamless integration
with ~ Shipsy and
other TMS platforms,
robust adherence
to compliance
standards, ~ensuring

in the segment with rapid '\ & ’

Shipsy WMS.

Today, a large pharmaceutical
company is using Shipsy WMS
to ensure compliance with FDA
21 CFR 11, GMP and GDP,
the world’s fastest downloaded
shopping app to shrink loss
due expiry by 50%, and India’s
largest integrated manufacturer
and assembler of fluid
transmission products to achieve
99.9% inventory accuracy.
KSA’s strategic position as a
crossroads  between Europe,
Asia, and Africa enhances its
appeal as a crucial trade hub.

ostering foreign trade and
b », industrialisation, drawing

and
centres.

'manufacturing
distribution

transportation services to bolster
import, export, and domestic
supply chains. Hence, a
completely integrated warehouse
and transportation management
platform will play a pivotal
role in enhancing warehouse
operations, improving shipment
visibility, enhancing  multi-
carrier operations and optimising
logistics  costs.

According to Data Bridge
Market Research, the Saudi
Arabia warehousing market
is expected to reach USD
13,214.96 billion by 2030,
growing with a substantial
CAGR of 4.5% from 2023
to 2030. To tap into this
lucrative  opportunity  and
boost local presence, Shipsy
has rigorously onboard top
local talent at its regional HQ
in Riyadh.

Philip Morris International (PMI) today announces the acquisition
of a minority indirect stake (14.7%) in Egypt-based Eastern
Company (EAST.CA), Egypt’s largest cigarette manufacturer
which also includes cigars and pipe tobacco, among others, in their
portfolio.

As part of this acquisition, PMI and Eastern seek to explore, on
a non-exclusive basis, potential strategic areas for mutual long-
term collaboration, in the fields of technology, manufacturing, and
innovation, including heated tobacco products, paving the way to a
path towards a smoke free future in Egypt.

“We look forward to exploring potential areas of cooperation with
Eastern, including opportunities to provide adult smokers in Egypt
with better options than cigarettes,” said Fred de Wilde, President
South & Southeast Asia, Commonwealth of Independent States
and Middle East and Africa.

Philip Morris International: Delivering a Smoke-Free Future
Philip Morris International (PMI) is a leading international tobacco
company, actively delivering a smoke-free future and evolving its
portfolio for the long term to include products outside of the tobacco
and nicotine sector. The company’s current product portfolio
primarily consists of cigarettes and smoke-free products. Since
2008, PMI has invested $12.5 billion to develop, scientifically
substantiate and commercialize innovative smoke-free products
for adults who would otherwise continue to smoke, with the goal
of completely ending the sale of cigarettes.



During his visit to Ismailia Governorate:
The Minister of Communications megts with young entrepreneurs, independent professionals and trainees at the Digital Egyp Creativity Center “Creiva”
28,000 young peaple and more than 90 startup conpanies and projects for entrepreneurs henefted from Cretiva Ismaili’s services and programs,

By: Mohamed Elkholy
Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister
of Communications and

Information Technology, held
an extensive meeting with a
group of young entrepreneurs,
independent professionals, and
trainees at the Ismailia Digital
Egypt Creativity Center “Cretiva”
at its headquarters at Suez Canal
University, which was established
to support technological
innovation, entrepreneurship, and
build the digital capabilities of the
youth of Ismailia Governorate by
supporting... Entrepreneurs and
owners of startup companies,
qualifying the  governorate’s
youth for the future of the labor
market, building a community
of independent professionals,
and supporting the Ismailia

community to become a digital
community, in the presence of
Dr. Nasser Mandour, President of
Suez Canal University.

The Ismailia Digital Egypt
Innovation Center has provided
its services so far to more
than 28,000 beneficiaries of
entrepreneurs and young people,
including students and graduates
of Suez Canal University and the
people of Ismailia Governorate.

About 13,000 trainees have
benefited in the fields of
creativity, entrepreneurship,

self-employment,
development, digital
transformation, and so on.
6,000 beneficiaries of the shared
workspaces located at the
center, and more than 90 startup
companies and projects by

professional

entrepreneurs benefited from the
business incubators, including 8
startups who were provided with

full
The

incubation services.

establishment of  the
Digital Egypt Creativity
Center “Cretiva” in Ismailia
comes within the plan of the

Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology
to establish a center in each
governorate, where 20 centers
have been established so far, and

The Minister of Communications

and Information Technology
praised  the diverse and
distinguished models he

witnessed of students and youth
joining the ministry’s initiatives
at the Ismailia Digital Egypt
Creativity Center, as well as
the success stories of young
creatives and entrepreneurs, as
well as independent professionals
from the center’s graduates
who received training and
succeeded in exporting services.
digital out; Pointing out that
what he witnessed represents
a true dedication to the idea of
human development and human
building, and an emphasis on
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knowledge and creativity.

Dr. Amr Talaat confirmed that
the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology will
continue its efforts to work on
building people and developing
digital capabilities during the
coming period, noting that the
goal of establishing Digital Egypt
Innovation Centers is to spread
the culture of entrepreneurship
and self-employment in all
governorates. He added that
Cretiva Ismailia provides services
to support emerging companies
in terms of providing technical,
economic and marketing training
to entrepreneurs, expressing his
confidence that all the success

Talaat; Telecom Egypt will remain owned by the state and

its role is strategic in the digital transformation process

By: Mostafa Ibrahim

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications and Information
Technology, confirmed that Telecom Egypt will remain the state
company and will not be relinquished or sold, and that it serves as
the backbone of the communications infrastructure of the Egyptian
state. He directed praise to all the company’s employees for their
efforts to develop the various services that are provided, whether
to the communications :

and Internet sector or to
institutions. Business and
individuals.

This came during the g
inauguration of  Sultan
Hussein Central in Ismailia
Governorate, as part of the
inauguration of a number
of projects of the Presidential Initiative “A Decent Life,” in the
presence of Major General Staff Sherif Bishara, Governor of
Ismailia, as well as Mohamed Nasr, Chairman of the Board
of Directors and Managing Director of the Egyptian Telecom
Company, and a number of the company’s leaders. The Minister of
Communications added that about 450 wireless communications

it is targeted to establish 6 more
during the current year
In his speech during the meeting:

the fact that Egyptian youth
excel when they are given the
opportunity to learn and receive

stories he witnessed at Cretiva
Ismailia will become inspiring
models in the future.

towers had been installed as part of the ministry’s plan to improve
mobile communications and mobile Internet services in Ismailia
Governorate.

In the presence of the company’s CEQ:
Talaat inspects the Telecom
Egypt customer service center
in the Sultan Hussein area

By: Rasha Hussein

Dr. Amr Talaat and Major General Sherif Fahmy Bishara
made an inspection visit to the Telecom Egypt customer
service center in the Sultan Hussein area, which provides
services to more than 28,625 customers. They were
received by Engineer Mohamed Nasr, Managing Director

and CEO of Telecom Egypt.

Engineer Mohamed Nasr explained that Telecom Egypt is
keen to keep pace with the rapid changes in customer needs
and the development of their requirements, and always
seeks to provide innovative services, improve customer
experience, and maintain its leadership in the Egyptian

The services provided by the Sultan Hussein Customer
Service Center include all integrated communications
services, including landlines, mobile lines, and home
Internet services, in addition to real estate registration and
documentation services provided by Telecom Egypt in a
number of its customer service centers since 2022, in order
to facilitate... Citizens wishing to obtain these services, in
line with plans for digital transformation and developing
and improving the level of the system of services provided
to citizens in various sectors. The center also provides
the service of receiving tickets for the Egyptian General
League matches in cooperation with “Tazkarti Company”
after booking them on the website designated for that
purpose.It is worth noting that Dr. Amr Talaat visited
Ismailia Governorate to inaugurate and inspect a number
of communications, information technology and postal
projects in the governorate. The visit also included: Check
out the Egypt Digital Innovation Center “Cretiva” at Suez

Canal University.

telecommunications

market. He also
emphasized the
company’s keenness
to listen directly
from colleagues in
locations spread
throughout ~ Republic

to ensure continuous
improvement in the level
of services provided.

geographically

Anew partnership with “Ericsson’

By: Basel Khaled
Ayman Essam, head of the external and legal
relations sector at Vodafone Egypt, confirmed in
response to a question from “Digital World” that
the wireless communications phone network is
like a living organism that is constantly growing
and growing and is updated periodically to
ensure the highest level of efficiency and
quality in services, not to mention Diversifying
these services according to the needs of the end
user and in line with global developments in
the telecommunications and Internet market,
explaining that the company’s plan to improve
services and expand the spread of its services
included establishing 700
mobile stations and pumping about 7 billion
pounds during the period from March 2023 to
April 2024. The company’s total investments
exceed about 90 million pounds. One billion
pounds to develop the mobile communications
and Internet market in line with global
developments in this field.
This came during the activities of the press
conference organized by the company at its
headquarters in the Smart Village to announce
that it had won the award for the best mobile
network in Egypt in serving high-speed landline
Internet customers during the current year
from the German company “OMLOD”, which

el

Egypt.

and Internet services

companies,

to the wireless telecommunications
operator must be reconsidered
to allow us to By contributing a
greater role in building the digital
economy and improving mobile
communications and Internet
services in accordance with
the rapid changes in the digital
transformation process, whether
for all government institutions

specializes in measuring the quality of the
performance of telephone operators globally, as
it It received a score of 702 out of a total of 1000
scores to evaluate the performance of mobile
network operators, in the presence of Caitlin
Bulega, Vice President of Vodafone Egypt for
the Networks and Technology Sector, and May
Yassin, Head of the External Communications
and Sustainability Department at Vodafone

The massive urban expansion taking place
in Egypt and the construction of many new
cities and the road network represent a major
challenge for us to the Vodafone network to
ensure the availability of all communications
to users,
individuals  or

or private companies, as well as
the increase in population and
geographical
He added in response to a question
from “Digital World” that Vodafone
Egypt does not have any problems
cooperating  with
company Huawei’s technologies
and using them to improve its
wireless communications network,

With it receiving the award for Best Broadband Internet Network from “OMLOT”:
Establishing 700 new stations to accompany urban expansion with investments of 7 hillion pounds during 2024
"10 develop innovative communications solutions and i

| economic

Internet services.

whether
government

Essam: Frequency prices in Egypt are 10 times the price in the most expensive country in the world

By: Ghada Helmy

Ayman Essam, head of the
external and legal relations sector
at Vodafone Egypt, confirmed
in response to a question from
“Digital World” that frequency
prices in Egypt are equivalent
to about 8-10 times their most
expensive price in the world, and
the prices of frequencies available

spread.
purposes,

the Chinese

mprove the infrastructure tool using “Al”

| institutions, as communications infrastructure is
~ the backbone of comprehensive and sustainable
A development.

For his part, Caitlin Bulega,
Egypt’s Vice President for the Networks
and Technology Sector, said in response to a
question from “Digital World” that the “Omlot”
company relies on measuring the performance
of mobile networks as a whole without focusing
on a specific element, explaining that the
German company collected call samples over
the course of a year. 6 months, in the period
from August 2023 until February 2024, before
issuing its results, which makes the results of
“OMLOD” measurements the most accurate
compared to other companies that rely on real-
time measurement of telecommunications and

Vodafone added: “Egypt is the first network
in the field of establishing fourth generation
stations for wireless communications services,
and we are continuing to expand the network
to ensure geographical coverage across the
Egyptian market, although the introduction of
fifth generation services represents a natural
development for our communications network,
which of course will reflect positively on
Raising the level of service and improving
performance for the network as a whole.

as the American and European
sanctions are sanctions on the
part of governments, for political
but
government does not have There
are no problems or warnings from
Huawei technologies. Rather, there
is significant interaction at the level
of communications infrastructure
and communications centers.

Vodafone

the Egyptian

Vodafone Egypt engineers obtain 10 global
patents and export their services globally

By: Bakinam Khaled
Ayman Essam, Head of the External and Legal Relations
Sector at Vodafone Egypt, confirmed in response to the
question “Digital World” that Vodafone Egypt’s engineers
succeeded in obtaining 10 new patents around the world,
within the framework of the company’s interest in providing
a creative environment for its human cadres and providing
continuous training to develop their digital skills and
capabilities. Egyptian human cadres are relied upon to
provide many services to various Vodafone branches around
the world.
For his part, Caitlin Bulega, Vice President of Vodafone
Egypt for the Networks and Technology Sector, said that
the new partnership with Ericsson “depends on employing
the latest communications solutions that Ericsson has
succeeded in innovating while allowing Vodafone to
maximize its benefit from the infrastructure it already
has.”
He added that Ericsson’s partnership with Vodafone aims
to improve the internal coverage of the 4G network and
enhance performance in internal locations.

WETEX 204 receives applications for
participants and exhibitors from all ver the world

By : Sarah Noureldeen
Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA) has started
receiving applications from exhibitors and companies
to participate in the 26th edition of the Water, Energy,
Technology and Environment Exhibition (WETEX). DEWA
organises WETEX from 1 to 3 October 2024 at the Dubai
World Trade Centre.
WETEX is a key event in the sectors of sustainability, energy,
water, smart cities, sustainable real estate development,
green mobility, and others. Major local and international
companies from the government and private sectors are keen
to participate in the exhibition annually, as it provides an
ideal platform for companies, investors, and visitors to learn
about the latest innovations, solutions, and technologies in
these sectors, exchange expertise and experiences, conclude
deals and build partnerships, in addition to identifying
market needs, exploring investment opportunities in local
and regional markets, and reaching thousands of exhibitors,
participants, officials, and decision-makers.

Startups challenging incumbents
in Al accelerator chips, reveals
GlobalData’s Technology Foresights

By : Mohamed Elkholy
Among the several innovations
announced at Google I/0 2024,
a key highlight was the release
of the sixth-generation tensor
processing unit (TPU) named
Trillium. With its high energy
efficiency and significantly
higher peak compute
performance, the new chip
heightens the competitiveness
in the AI accelerator market.
The technology is witnessing
robust growth driven by the rise
in generative Al applications
and is projected as a
transformative technology with
a long-term impact. Though
the market is dominated by big
players, startups have started
challenging the incumbents,
according to  Technology
Foresights, an  innovation
intelligence  platform by
GlobalData, a leading data and
analytics ~company.

TPUs are specialized hardware
designed to accelerate the
processing of Al and machine
learning ~ models. While
originally created by Google
for its TensorFlow framework,
TPUs now represent a broader
class of Al accelerator chips
used for running neural
networks and other machine
learning models in complex
operations  ranging  from
autonomous driving to drug
discovery.

GlobalData’s Technology
Foresights  reveals  several
notable insights about TPUs.
The innovation landscape
for TPUs is becoming
increasingly dynamic, with
17 new companies entering

the market and filing new
patents in the past year alone.
Notably, innovation is shifting
towards efficiently handling Al
processes on edge devices, with
24% of all patents mentioning
edge computing use cases,
followed by  autonomous
driving and other solutions.
Sourabh Nyalkalkar, Practice
Head of Innovation Products at
GlobalData, comments: “The
rise in generative Al adoption
has led to intense competition
for superior Al accelerator
chips. While the market is
dominated by large players like
Google, Nvidia, and Intel, there
are clear signs of increasing
disruption by startups in this
space. Additionally, companies
like Tesla and Apple are
also building their in-house
capabilities, as evident from the
innovation leadership map in
Technology Foresights.”
Meta Platforms, which is
advancing its large language
model Llama for generative Al
solutions, introduced its own
Al accelerator chip last month.
Meanwhile, Samsung secured
a significant $750 million
contract from Naver Corp. to
supply edge Al accelerator
chips. Both companies are
recognized among the leaders
in Al accelerator chips by
Technology  Foresights.
The US currently leads in Al
accelerator chip innovation,
closely followed by China and
South Korea. Among Chinese
firms, Huawei leads with its
Ascend series of Al accelerator
chips, followed by Alibaba,
Baidu, and others.

In recent years, 20% of all
patents in Al accelerator chip
technology were filed by
startups, signaling growing
disruption in the market. Hailo,
the Israeli startup specializing
in Al accelerator chips for edge
devices, recently raised $120
million. Cortica, which leads
in developing Al processors
for  autonomous  driving
applications, and Femtosense,
known for creating specialized
AI chips for small, energy-
efficient electronic devices, are
prominent among startups in
innovation  strength.
Incumbents are  already
responding to the changing
market landscape. OpenAl, the
leading generative Al company,
is reportedly exploring potential
acquisition targets to reduce its
reliance on Nvidia. Intel and
AMD have strengthened their
innovation portfolios through
the acquisitions of Habana
Labs in 2019 and Nod.ai in
2023, respectively.
Nyalkalkar concludes: “With
nearly $4 billion raised by
specialized Al chip startups
between 2021 and 2023,
and  substantial  scale-up
efforts by large players to
meet growing demands, the
growth opportunity for Al
accelerator  chips  appears
robust. With over 90 companies
developing innovations
in this space identified by
Technology Foresights,
industry stakeholders should
closely monitor the landscape
for potential mergers and
acquisition opportunities in the
near future.”

By: Ameen Kadry

By : Rasha Hussein

Aviva, a global leader in industrial
software driving digital transformation
and sustainability, announced the
opening of its new office in Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia.

The new office embodies Aviva’s
commitment to providing services
at the local level and enhancing the
resources available to customers and
partners, as it provides sales, project
management and technical support
services to customers in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and the entire region. By
investing in nurturing local talent and
supporting sustainable development
in various local industries, Aviva also
seeks to support the Kingdom’s 2030

[TIDA President: Embracing 2,333 young men and women from
Ismailia to spread the culture of Freelancing

Engineer Ahmed Al-Zaher, CEO of the Information Technology Industry
Development Authority (ITIDA), affirmed the authority’s firm commitment to
supporting the entrepreneurship community and reaching out to university students
and founders of emerging technology companies in various governorates of the
Republic, noting that the Cretiva Innovation Center in Ismailia is distinguished
from other centers in form and content, as it is The first innovation center in
the Canal and Sinai region. It embraces a unique community of independent
professionals that includes about 2,335 young men and women from Ismailia
Governorate. It provides them with the ideal environment for Freelancing, in
addition to its distinguished role in providing young people with the digital skills
necessary to keep pace with the labor market, and empowering entrepreneurs
and enhancing their abilities to innovate and think. Creativity and
embracing their entrepreneurial ideas and projects.

During the meeting, 4 entrepreneurs reviewed the activities of their
companies that were incubated within the center, which included
Naslst, which provides a platform that provides technology
services to serve all parties of the supply chain by directly linking
shoppers, merchants, and delivery service providers by providing
electronic stores with the SaaS system (software as a service). For
purchase, payment and delivery through the platform, “Rio”” company specializes
in maintaining and inspecting solar energy plants and providing remote technical
support and maintenance at work sites using communications and information
technology tools, sensors, data collection and analysis, as well as “Tester”” company,
which develops a program for testing software with artificial intelligence, and
“Tester” company. “FishieTank”, which displayed a prototype of a smart fish farm
that works with Internet of Things technology and solar energy.

Aviva enhances its operations by opening its office in Saudi
Arabia To support the Kingdom’s Vision 2030

vision.

It is noteworthy that VIVA is working
with an elite group of national industry
leaders in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
with the aim of realizing the benefits of
advanced digital technologies, such as
artificial intelligence, machine learning
and data management - in line with the
Kingdom’s trend towards industrial
sustainability.

In this context, Nayef Bou Chaaya, Vice
President at VIVA in the Middle East
and Africa, said: “The opening of our
new office in Saudi Arabia represents
a very important step for us at VIVA,
as it reinforces our commitment to
supporting the Kingdom in its ongoing
journey to digitize the economy.

YouTube has the Highest Potential Ad Reach of 2.5
Billion People, 500 Million more than Facebook and
One Billion more than Instagram or TikTok

By : Basel Khaled
Although Facebook
has been the king of the
social media landscape
for years, boasting over
three billion users as
of this year, the social
media giant is losing the
race with YouTube when
it comes to potential
ad reach.According
to data presented by
OnlyAccounts.io,
YouTube has the highest
potential ad reach of
2.5 billion people, 500
million more Facebook,
and roughly one billion
more than Instagram or
TikTok.

YouTube Ads Have a
Potential to Reach 46%
of All Internet Users
As the world’s second-
largest  social ~media
platform and the second-
most  visited  website
behind Google, YouTube
has always been one
of the top choices for
digital advertising. The
platform offers a variety
of ad formats, including
TrueView ads, bumper
ads, and masthead ads,
giving advertisers the
flexibility to choose the
format that best suits their
campaign goals. What’s
more, YouTube viewers
are highly engaged, with
many actively liking,
commenting, and sharing
videos.

According to the
Digital 2024  April
Global Statshot Report,

advertisers could reach
2.5  illion wusers on
YouTube in April, or
46% of the total internet
population, ranking it as
the world’s most active
social media platform.
Because the company
limits the wuse of its
platform to people aged
13 and above, YouTube’s

eligible wuse rate is
probably even higher than
these  figures.

Although this represents
a 23 million decrease
compared to last year’s
figures, YouTube still
managed to dethrone
Facebook, which came
second. Statistics show
Facebook’s potential ad
reach last month was two
billion, or 500 million
less than  YouTube’s.
Instagram and TikTok
were even more behind,
with an ad reach of 1.69
billion and 1.58 billion,
respectively. Pinterest and
Reddit were at the back
of this list, potentially
reaching 317 million and
233 million people with
their ads.

People Spend an Average
of 27 Hours and 43
Minutes Watching
YouTube Per Month, 20
Minutes more than Last
Year

Besides  topping  the
chart of the most active
social media platforms
and bringing the highest
potential ad  reach,
YouTube users continue

spending more and
more time using its app.
According to the latest
Digital Global Statshot
Report, Android users
had an average of 218
monthly YouTube
sessions, spending 27
hours and 43 minutes
watching video content
on the platform. This
represents a 20-minute
increase from last year
and almost four and a
half hours more than in
2022.

Some countries were
far above these figures.
Statistics show  South
Korea tops in monthly
YouTube usage, with 45
hours and 43 minutes
spent on the app each
month, 66% more than
the  global  average.
Thailand and Russia
followed, with 42 hours
and 49 minutes and 37
hours and 25 minutes,

respectively.
For instance, the
United States and the

United Kingdom were
both below the global
average. Americans
spent an average of 25
hours and 56 minutes
watching YouTube in
April, while Britons
spent six hours less than
that. The Netherlands
and Switzerland were at
the back of the list, with
monthly usage times of
roughly 15 hours and
nine and a half hours,
respectively.
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