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‘ Amr Refaat, CEO of “GMB” for “Alam Rakamy

GBM” launches its new office in Cairo to provide its innovative”
solutions to accelerate the journey of digitization

The interview by: Khaled Hassan

Prepared for publication: Pakinam Khaled -
Muhammad Al-Attar

GMB, a regional company specialized in providing
information technology solutions for business
enterprises, participated in the activities of the second
session of the IDC CIO Summit Egypt 2022, which
was held in the Egyptian capital, Cairo, in the presence
of Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications
and Technology Information under the banner of
accelerating the digitization journey for enterprises,
the summit serves as an excellent platform to discuss
our vision with CIOs in various industries in Egypt.
“ Alam Rakamy “ had this meeting with Eng. Amr
Refaat, CEO of Gulf Computers Company “GMB”
to get acquainted closely with the company’s strategy
for presence in the Egyptian market, and he confirmed
that with this distinguished participation, we are
pleased to announce that we will open our office in
Egypt and seize this opportunity To share our vision
and how we can support Egyptian companies in their
digital transformation journey. Clients in Egypt will
have access to more than 1,500 skilled professionals
who have worked closely with clients across the
Middle East on digital transformation.

What are the most important goals of the company
from participating in the activities of the “IDC”
conference?

This event is an excellent platform to discussion our
vision with CIO’s across the different industries in
Beypt. .

This participation is special as we are pleased to
announce that we are opening our office in Egypt
and are taking this opportunity to share our vision
and how we can support Egyptian companies on their
journey for Digital Transformation. Clients in Egypt
will have access to over 1500 professionals who have
the skills and have worked closely with clients across
the Middle East in their Digital Transformation.
With the expectation that more than 60% of the
global economy will be digitized in 2022, what
is the company’s vision to enhance the digital
transformation process for business institutions in
the region?

Digital Transformation is essential in today’s world.
Covid has shown us that you cannot survive globally
or locally if you are not able to move quickly along
your digital transformation journey.

The good news is that the Egyptian government has
a clear vision to provide digital services to Egyptians,

GBM ¢ reviews its technology platform and strategy to ”’
enhance the management of digital infrastructure

and to build a talent pool to support the market to
transform.

GBM has a clear strategy and have helped companies
in their digital transformation journey GBM Designs,
Builds and Manages digital infrastructure to help
your organization accelerate Digital Transformation
, GBM Enables your organization to transform data
into actionable insights and business value and GBM
Enables your organization to optimize, automate and
re-design business processes

We are looking forward to work closely with
organizations here in Egypt and support them and the
market in this transformation.

how the company plan to help governments
implement their plans for digital transformation and
smart government?

The Egyptian Government is focusing on the ICT
sector and is making huge investments in multiple
fronts Attracting Foreign Direct Investments , Ease
of doing business , Supporting Talent , Programs for
Startups and In addition to providing digital services
for citizens

All these are important factors that is encouraging us
both to invest, to support large and medium companies
in their journey and to align to the government’s
National Agenda.

GBM has been serving governments across the
region for the past 32 years with most of the major
entities in the countries GBM operate in depend on
our technology, services and professional services
and support that we provide to them to sustain their
core operations and develop new services and digitize
their environment.

What is the company’s strategy to provide
integrated solutions for infrastructure technology
to its customers in Egypt and the Middle East
characterized by flexible, secure and scalable
technology?

GBM delivers end to end scalable, agile and secure
infrastructure solutions, all the way from private on-
premise infrastructure to public cloud models and
finally the hybrid-multicloud model that is currently
adopted by almost 50% of surveyed customers.

GBM help customers build their state of the art
infrastructure that is both scalable and secure
in many segments like Government, Banking,
Telecommuncation, Transportation, Oil & Gas,
Retail.

We are looking forward to work with the Egyptian
market in availing these capabilities in building their
infrastructure supporting their digital transformation
journey,

What is the impact of the current economic crisis
on the demand for technological solutions, and
what are the offers offered by the company to
meet these challenges?

Companies are being majorly disrupted even before
the pandemic, new digitally born organizations have
been shaking long established industries by their
speed in developing and lauching competitive and
innovative products. Companies have realized the
need to become operationally resilient and that the
only way to achieve such resilience is to digitize
their operations to become more agile, scalable,

gaining speed to market. This has boosted the need
for technology from infrastructure to data to process
automation to Al to be embedded in the decision
making apparatus of these organizations.

what about the company’s plans to enhance after-
sales services, technical support for its customers,
especially online support?

GBM is currently supporting well over 1000
customers with our capabilities to deliver Levell
and Level2 supports for a multitude of technology
vendors that are strategic partners to GBM. Our 24x7
support capabilities have delivered unmatched value
to our customers and as we develop our presence in
Egypt this will become a key value to our Egyptian
customers.

What is the company’s interest in preparing and
qualifying human cadres for its clients on the
latest solutions it offers?

Egypt is a huge talent pool that is very skilled in
technology, language, services. This is a major
attraction for regional and international companies.
We heard from His Excellency Minister of ICT and
from ITIDA yesterday that this is a major focus of
the government: building deep talent in areas that the
market needs.

In GBM, we believe in helping our team build and
grow their skills and look forward to continuing this
in Egypt.

How does the company view the need to provide
data security solutions to protect the technological
infrastructure of enterprises?

IT security is critical to the success of any digital
transformation project whether is it in the public sector
or the private sector. This is particularly important
when governments, banks, telco’s etc provide online
services and start their digital journey. We have heard
of so many examples of data breaches and this is a
concern of many companies and individuals all over
the world.

One of the critical success factors is to put a security
plan in place that governs the whole organization
(both from an IT and from a planning standpoint)
GBM has the skills and offerings to help companies
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build their security plans and implementations. We
have partnered with companies that have unique
hardware and software solutions that provide IT
security offerings and look forward to work with
organizations here to help them build secure platforms
and implementations

‘Who are the most important global partners of the
company?

GBM have many big international partners IBM and
Cisco

We have many more specific partners like Redhat,
VMware, SAP, AWS, Microsoft, among others.
What are the most important economic sectors
that the company focuses on?

We are proud that we have worked with entities across
different sectors in the Middle East like: Government,
Banking, Telecommuncation, Transportation, Oil &
Gas, Retail.

What is the increasing reliance of institutions on
software solutions, mobile devices and artificial
intelligence solutions? What is your vision for the
absence of these trends?

The journey to Digital Transformation has to
start with the business need, and we currently see
companies making major strides in this journey all
the way to embedding Al solutions into their decision
making process. While the world is figuring out how
to monetize such capabilities we believe it will be an
evidence in the short term that Al will shift economies
and will impact many jobs and organizations in the
positive sense.

At GBM we delivery a complete framework to
help our customer understand and make use of such
technologies to enhance their business outcome.
What is your interest in providing special solutions
for small and medium enterprises?

Small and Medium sized companies are the
cornerstone of any countries economy. In many
cases they are the companies able to transform to
the digital world faster to address their customer
needs. We have solutions to help medium sized
companies build their digital infrastructure and in
helping them in their digital journey. In Egypt we
see a major potential in digitizing such organization
to raise their global standardization and therefore
competitive level. We also see many startups
created in Egypt (born in the cloud companies) or
innovative applications that can potential leap from
the SMB space to global power houses and achieve
major economical breakthrough

Telecom Egypt” provides landing and transit service through Egypt”
“for the new submarine cahle EMIC-1 affiliated to “Aquacoms

By: Wael Alhosany —
Samah Saeed

Telecom Egypt, the first
integrated telecommunications
operator in Egypt and one of
the largest submarine cable
operators in the region, and Aqua
Comms, one of the providers of
international  interconnection
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DXwand raises $1 Million in
Pre-Series A Investment Round

By : Mohamed Elkholy — Nalley Abd Hamid
: The Omnichannel conversational Al and digital assistants tool,
DXwand, has announced the closing of its pre-Series A investment
round of $1 Million, led by Huashan Capital, and with commitments
from angel investors Mr. Mohsen Abulleil and Mr. Ahmed Bakeer. US-
based VC firm SOSYV, the earliest investor in DXwand’s seed round,
has also supported the due diligence and syndication of this fundraising
round as part of its strong belief in the company’s success.
“Conversational interfaces are the future of user engagement and we a

EIB, World Bank and EBRD launch new report: What lies beneath
"the slow economic growth in the Middle East and North Africa

By : Basel Khaled — Wael
Elhosany

The European Investment
Bank (EIB), the European
Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD) and the
World Bank have published

| '| 10C

tourism.

Against this background, it is
important that policymakers
exploit the potential of the
private  sector to propel
the region towards greater
prosperity.

1\

services for submarine cables,
signed a landing and transit
agreement for the submarine
cable Europe Middle-East India
Connect 1 (EMIC). -1) in Egypt.
Under this agreement, Telecom
Egypt will provide a land and
sea path for the EMIC-1 system
using fiber-optic cables across
East Africa, Asia and Europe,
and the new cable connects
the three continents through
this path and provides Internet
services to more than 3 billion
people, as it accommodates
the increasing demand for data
services in The most developed
regions of the world use those
services. The new marine system
is in line with the sustainable
goals of D9 (the company that
owns Aquacoms) to improve
communication services around
the world and bridge the digital
divide.

The submarine cable will be
lowered through the landing
stations in Ras Ghareb on
the Red Sea and Port Said on
the Mediterranean. The two
landing points are connected
via two different land tracks
using the latest optical fiber
technologies, and the new
tracks pass along the Suez
Canal between the cities of
Suez and Port Said.

In addition, a new third marine
transit route is added, which
is the “Red Sea Festoon”,
which connects the stations

of Ras Ghareb and Suez, with
the possibility of adding the
“Morshideen Road” route that
connects Port Said and Suez
through the land tracks on
the bank of the Suez Canal,
which provides a new level
of flexibility and diversity for
solutions transit services.
For his part, Eng. Adel Hamed,
Managing Director and CEO
of Telecom Egypt, said,
“We are pleased to provide
interconnection  services  for
the new submarine cable of
Aquacoms.”

think that the DXwand team is very well positioned
thanks to their proprietary Arabic dialects NLP
and personalized recommendations engines that
sets them apart from the rest of the competitors.
DXwand was one of the first investments for
SOSV in MENA; the positive experience led
more than a dozen investments in the region,”
Says Oscar Ramos, SOSV General Partner.
“What we liked about DXwand was that it provided
a clear quantifiable value proposition to its clients
— reducing customer service time by 70%, greatly
reducing manpower needed, and driving up to 3 times higher customer
engagement,” said David Chen, of Shanghai based Huashan Capital.
“We're very proud to invest in the DXwand team. The results
and growth that they have achieved so far are testaments to
the value of their products and services. Al powered customer
services are blossoming across the globe in every customer-facing
interaction, and we're looking forward to supporting DXwand’s
efforts to expand into the whole MENA region,” Chen added.
DXwand is a smart, Al-driven software that automates text and voice
conversations between customers and businesses in call centers,
Facebook Messenger, WhatsApp, via SMS, or on a website. Their
conversational Al tool understands slang in both Arabic and English,
and can extract insights from conversations and display them on
dashboards for businesses to make instant, informed decisions.

joint  report, Unlocking T “The spillovers from the
Sustainable ~ Private Sector  a year in the MENA region. ~War in Ukraine add to
Growth in the Middle East That compares unfavourably structural  vulnerabilities in

and North Africa (MENA).
The report analyses constraints
on productivity growth and
limited accumulation of factors
or production in the MENA
private sector.

The report is based on the
MENA Enterprise  Survey
conducted  between late
2018 and 2020 onover
5800 formal  businesses
across Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia,
the West Bank and Gaza.
Historically, economic growth
in the Middle East and North
Africa has been weak since the
global financial crisis of 2007-
2009 and the Arab Spring of the
early 2010s. Since then, gross
domestic product (GDP) per
capita has grown by only 0.3%

with rates of 1.7% on average
in  middle-income countries
and 2.4% in the developing

economies of Europe and
Central Asia.

Achieving higher and
sustainable growth is

particularly important in view
of other economic challenges
facing the region. Public debt
has increased considerably
over the last decade,
accompanied by declining
investment. More recently,
the coronavirus pandemic has
battered the region, further
straining public finances. In
addition, the Russian invasion
of Ukraine affects the MENA
economies through higher
hydrocarbon prices, risks to
food security and declining

the region. The prospects for
global financial tightening,
persistently high energy and
food prices and concerns for
food security come on top
of concerns related to weak
economic growth and rising
debt levels,” said EIB Chief
Economist Debora Revoltella.
“When responding to the new
shock, MENA countries need
to tackle the main structural
bottlenecks affecting theregion.
Reforms that lower regulatory

barriers,  tackle  informal
business practices, promote
competition, and facilitate

innovation and digitalisation
are crucial for achieving
sustainable economic growth
and improving resilience to
future shocks.”

AVEVA Demonstrates Industrial Information’s Key Role in Sustainable Industrial Growth

By : Basel Khaled — Nahla Ahmed
AVEVA, a global leader in
industrial software driving digital
transformation and sustainability,
showed how information -
contextualized industrial data — is
fundamental to sustainable growth
across the energy, manufacturing,
and infrastructure sectors while
unveiling its product roadmap to
industry leaders and partners at the
AVEVA PI World conference in
Amsterdam.

“Information-led innovation
provides a proven and responsive
pathway to industrial growth at
a critical time when the business
landscape has been reshaped by
turbulence and risk. Business
leaders face increased sustainability
compliance requirements, retiring
workforces, and the ever-present

demand for efficiency, agility and
resilience. Raw data in itself is
not immediately useful or even
understandable but when you
analyze and contextualize it into
insightful information, that’s when
you can help the industrial world
to innovate at scale on the road to a
net-zero future,” said AVEVA CEO
Peter Herweck.

Data is being created at exponential
rates, as the adoption of digital
technologies has accelerated, and
businesses seek to become more
efficient. About 50% of existing
industrial data as of June 2021 was
created in the two preceding years, a
Statista study showed.

Also, at AVEVA PI World, Amish
Sabharwal, AVEVA Executive
Vice President for Engineering,
and Gregg Le Blanc, AVEVA

Senior Vice-President, Information
Management, outlined the
company’s integrated portfolio and
elaborated on the product roadmap
for 2022 and beyond.
“Approximately  68%  of
currently available enterprise data
goes unused because it sits in
organizational silos, yet more data
is being created than ever before.
AVEVA software enables data to be
aggregated, transformed and shared
within companies and with external
partners, unlocking innovation at
scale for all players within a new
and connected industrial economy,”
Le Blanc said. AVEVA Data Hub ,
a SaaS solution that was launched
earlier this year on AVEVA
Connect, the industrial cloud
platform, provides data sharing
capabilities enabling businesses

]

to unlock operational efficiencies,
increase sustainability, and drive

digital  transformation.

Sabharwal explained how the digital
twin helps embed sustainability
across industrial enterprises. “The
digital twin recreates a physical
asset in digital form by capturing,
organizing and contextualizing
data in a quantifiable form. When

these models are used to forecast
future scenarios, they can predict
potential problems and improve
asset reliability, reducing costs
and resource use, and minimize

carbon  emissions.  AVEVA’s
digital twin is uniquely able to
capture engineering, operations

and maintenance data to provide
a holistic, integrated view across
multiple use cases,” Sabharwal said.
AVEVA recently further
strengthened its  digital twin
software with a host of new
features that make visualizing asset
information with real-time data
faster and easier than ever. With
AVEVA Point Cloud Manager
and AVEVA Asset Information
Management, as well as new 3D
wearable scanning and advanced
document management, AVEVA

customers can now experience a
complete digital twin within just 60
days.

Throughout the event, customers
and partners from more than 70
companies in 12 industry verticals
shared their experience of the data-
led digital transformation.

Jan  Broekman, VP  Global
Engineering & Smart
Modularization, at engineering
company  McDermott, offered

insights into how digital solutions
bring together the many different
inputs required to build sustainable
capital projects, from real-time
commodity prices to low-carbon
design across multiple locations.
Sergio Valencia, ROPI Technical
Services  Manager at EDP
Renewables, shared lessons from a
Lighthouse Program project where

two million data streams from
disparate wind farms were streamed
to the cloud for centralized insights.
Jacky Wright, Chief Digital
Officer of Microsoft, talked about
how data accelerates sustainability
progress. “A cloud-based, data-
driven approach enabled us to
assess, select and build new
technologies, and reduce our
scope 1, scope 2, and, ultimately,
scope 3 emissions across our
business,” she said at the Digital
Agility and Resilience Panel.
She explained how data analytics
has supported smart buildings,
investment into renewable energy
to power data centers, and driven
strategic decisions to pay for the
removal of 1.3 million metric
tons of carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere.




MASTERCARD ECONOMICS INSTITUTE:

PENT-UP DEMAND DRIVES GLOBAL LEISURE AND
BUSINESS FLIGHT BOOKINGS PAST 2019 LEVELS

By : Ibrahim Ahmed - Mohamed
Elttar

After a turbulent two years, new
research from the Mastercard
Economics  Institute reveals  that
global  leisure and business  flight
bookings1 have surpassed pre-
pandemic levels, while spending on
cruise lines, buses and trains saw
sharp  improvements  this year. A
new report, Travel 2022: Trends and
Transitions, delivers critical insights
across 37 markets about the global
state of travel in a post-vaccine and less
restricted chapter of the pandemic era.
Importantly, if flight booking trends
continue at their current pace, an
estimated 115 million more passengers
in Eastern Europe, Middle East and
Africa will fly in 2022 compared to
last year, according to an analysis
by the Mastercard Economics
Institute. Drawing on a unique analysis
of publicly available travel data2, as
well as aggregated and anonymized
sales activity in the Mastercard
network3, the report dives into key
elements of the traveler journey. Key
findings through April 2022 include:
Leisure and business flights surpass
pre-pandemic levels: Travel recovery
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has been a largely consumer story
for much of the pandemic. By the
end of April, global leisure flight
bookings surpassed 2019 levels by
25%;, short- and medium-haul leisure
flight bookings were up 25% and 27%,
respectively. Global business flight
bookings exceeded pre-pandemic
levels for the first time in March, with
long-haul specifically growing double-
digits in April. The return to office was
an important driver. In the Middle East
specifically, recovery in international
travel bookings only accelerated from

mid-2021 after the launch of Covid
vaccination campaigns and eased
travel requirements in the Western
hemisphere. It has also been supported
by Middle Eastern national carriers
increasing their scheduled flights to
more destinations. Business travel in
Eastern Europe, Middle East and Africa
is returning at a much slower pace.
Short-haul bookings led the recovery,
but only exceeded 2019 levels in
March 2022, while medium-haul and
domestic bookings remain 16% and
40% below 2019 levels, respectively,
as of April 2022.

Domestic travel choices still lead among
consumers in Eastern Europe, Middle
East and Africa: Since the onset of the
pandemic, domestic travel has been
the itinerary of choice for consumers
in Eastern Europe, Middle East and
Africa, although the recovery has been
haphazard. Domestic bookings surged
and doubled pre-pandemic levels at
the end of November 2020, collapsed
in January 2021, jumped to more than
20% above pre-pandemic levels in
February 2021, and collapsed again in
mid-2021 before staging a more steady
and sustained recovery. It exceeded pre-
pandemic levels from February 2022.
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‘Benya Systems’ discusses its expertise in cyber and
information security during caisec 22 as a diamond sponsor

By : Bakinam Khaled- Wael Elhosany
Benya Systems a subsidiary of
Benya Group - a pioneer in the field
of infrastructure in Egypt, Africa and
the Middle East - is participating as
a diamond sponsor for the Cyber &
Information Security Exhibition and
Conference (caisec 22) which will
be held on 13 to 14 June under the
theme of “Cyber Security in Times
of Crisis”. Seven ministries and
various leaders in the information
technology sector are invited, along
with local and global experts to
discuss and review the latest trends
on information security, the threats
that face these institutions, and
cybersecurity  solutions.

Benya Group’s participation is
a testament to its belief in the
importance of these events in raising
awareness about cybersecurity and
the latest methods used to prevent
security  breaches.

This is in efforts to advance and
protect the information technology
industry and achieves integration
between all sectors of the state to
enhance cybersecurity.

Eng. Ahmed Mekky, Chairman and
CEO of Benya Group, expressed
his delight with Benya Systems
participation and sponsorship of

caisec 22. This reflects the group’s
main vision to raise awareness on
the importance of cybersecurity,
which in turn helps the economic
sector with stability and production
growth, especially with the expertise
the company possesses in the various
projects they lead locally and
regionally.

Mekky also pointed out that Benya
Group’s work associated with
the development of technological
infrastructure is closely related to
the information and cyber security

sector.

This makes it one of the most eager
companies to use the latest and
most efficient solutions for data
and information protection, while
staying up to date with all global
cybersecurity  developments.
Mekky added that Benya Group’s
objective is to focus on the digital
transformation process and the
increased reliance on technological
tools must be protected from any
risks they may be exposed to. This
urges all parties to put in the needed
efforts, measures to protect data
and information systems, as well
as private and public networks. He
also pointed out that these events are
essential for introducing training that
qualify specialists and provide them
with the necessary expertise.
Mekky stressed on the importance
of cooperation between all
stakeholders, business leaders
and investors to support a socio-
economic movement to help in
consolidating cybersecurity and
its mechanisms across various
projects and sectors so that Egypt
can maintain the progress it has
achieved in the field of digital
transformation and technology in
general.

Huawei Technologies Provides Expertise in Cybersecurity to Boost Secure Digital
22‘Transformation in Egypt at Caisec

Chance to Win a Gold Coin
at Carrefour’s Carnival
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By : Mohamed Elttar —
Nahla  Makled

As the Platinum Sponsor,
Huawei Technologies, a leading
global provider of information
and communications
technology (ICT) infrastructure
and smart devices, participated
in the Cyber & Information
Security Exhibition &
Conference (Caisec’22), where
the company joined a panel
discussion titled “The Role
of AI/ML in Predicting and
Preventing Cyber Attacks” to
contribute its global expertise
in the field of cybersecurity
to achieve Secure Digital
Economy, in line with Egypt
Vision 2030.

Huawei consistently provides
its partners with the most secure

digital transformation solutions,
demonstrative use cases and
best practices to support
customers in the current digital
era. The company has adopted
an ever-evolving, integrated
system to ensure unified,
technology-neutral, and leading
cybersecurity standards.
Accordingly, Huawei spends
a third of its R&D budget on
cyber security, which ensures all
products and services comply
with the related international
security  standards.

Jim Liu, CEO- Huawei Egypt,
said in the opening speech of
Caisec’22 “As Egypt makes
headway with its digital
transformation ~ strategy, it
has become necessary to
impose a robust cybersecurity
infrastructure in place. For over

20 years in the Egyptian market,
Huawei has  substantially
committed itself to transforming
knowledge and sharing
experience in the fields of
cyber and information security
to help its partners achieve the
digital transformation strategy
securely, especially with the

growth of digital uses”

Meanwhile,  Youssef  Ait
Kaddour, Chief Cybersecurity
Officer at Huawei Morocco,
said  during the  panel
discussion “The development
of new technologies, such
as Al and ML continues to
represent the potential of the

digital economy. As the world
drives towards digitalization,
organizations have increasingly
begun using Al to reinforce

cybersecurity and  protect
themselves  against  cyber-
attacks. Therefore, Huawei

is keen on sharing its global
competence while discussing
advanced cybersecurity
prevention, detection tools and
measures with ICT experts to
continue fulfilling its strategy
to provide its partners with
digital transformation solutions

and contribute to Egypt’s
collaborative cybersecurity
ecosystem.”

The Caisec’22 assembles key
decision makers from both
public and private organizations
to learn about the latest trends
to create cyber resilience, raise

awareness about the significant
of cybersecurity, and offer

opportunities to learn and
speak about state-of-the-art
cybersecurity  solutions.

It is worth noting that, with
more than 350+ security
certificates ~ of  products,
Huawei fully complies with
both the local regulatory
requirements and the related
international standards such
as I1SO27001, GSMA/3GPP
NESAS, Common Criteria,
etc. Additionally, the
company has signed cyber
security agreements with over
3,400 suppliers worldwide
and shares its end-to-end
cybersecurity assurance
system to ensure its products,
solutions and services
guarantee cyber resilience.

By : Wael Elhosany

Canon Central and North Africa announced
today of its highly-awaited R-tour which
commenced from June 14th in Egypt, in line
with the company’s continued commitment
to Africa and its endeavor to bring the best in
class for imaging technology solutions to the
continent. The exclusive launch event brought
together company executives, along with
industry experts, professional photographers,
videographers, and leading content creators
from Egypt for an intriguing and interactive
session that included panel discussions, video
.showcase, and cultural performances

The event witnessed Amine Djouahra, Canon’s
Sales and Marketing Director as a keynote
speaker whilst Mostafa Makram - Youtuber
and Postproduction Trainer, Tarek Abdullah

- Photography and Art Director, and Ahmed

Waffay, Filmmaker who participated in an
insightful panel discussion which was held on
the trending topic of ‘The rising industry of
.content creators

Canon’s commitment to Africa in ensuring
a continuous stream of new products and
solutions is consistently introduced in the
market to meet its rapidly evolving needs and
underpins the company’s objective of launching
R-tour in Egypt. The R-tour kicked-off with
the launch of cutting-edge products from the
Canon’s much renowned EOS R system. These
will include EOS R3, EOS R5 C, EOS R7, and
EOS R10. The EOS R3 offers all the familiarity
and speed of Canon’s renowned EOS-1 series,
with the innovation and versatility of the
.pioneering EOS R System

With a brand new, innovative 24.1megapixel
sensor, the EOS R3 gives an optimal balance
of performance, resolution, and speed to offer
news and sports photographers a camera to
outperform and outpace the competition.
Likewise, The EOS RS C is a powerful, hybrid
cinema camera which combines the professional
filmmaking features of the Cinema EOS range
with the EOS R System’s photo capabilities.
A high-resolution, full frame CMOS sensor,
DIGIC X processor and the RF Mount, are the
crucial three elements that enable high fidelity
8K capture, and 45 megapixels still photo
capture at burst speeds up to 20 frames per
.second, all in a single body of the EOS R5 C
Canon as a brand has always been at the”

forefront of innovation and technology and

CANON CENTRAL & NORTH AFRICA TO LAUNCH ITS REVOLUTIONARY NEW PRODUCTS

FROM THE FAMOUS EOSR LINE IN EGYPT THROUGH THE MUCH-AWAITED R-TOUR

as a company, we take pride in putting people

first. The R-tour is an embodiment of both
these things, we want to showcase our cutting-
edge technology through the launch of our
new products whilst getting closer to people.
We are the only brand that offers all solutions
from input and output to all segments of end
user be it home user, business owner, beginner
to professional photographer, content creators,
.videographers, filmmakers etc

Thus, it becomes essential for us to create strong
channels of opportunities where we can directly
interact and engage with our diverse set of
audience to ensure we take these relationships a
notch higher. We want our fans to come forward
and experience the beauty of our products first-
hand rather than just hearing or seeing these
from a distance

By : Mohamed Elkholy — Nahla Ahmed

Carrefour, owned and operated by Majid Al Futtaim
in Egypt, has announced its first “Gold Carnival.” In
addition to exceptional deals for the annual promotions,
Carrefour is introducing the new rewards initiative across
all hypermarkets, supermarkets and online by providing
10 MyCLUB members with the chance to win one gold
coin each across the carnival’s duration.

Celebrations began on June 7 and are due to last up until
July 6, offering unmissable deals and discounts across a
diverse range of products. The annual carnival marks the
second wave of unparalleled deals following Carrefour’s
anniversary promotions.

Carrefour partnered with BTC Gold Egypt to introduce
the activation to customers this year. The opportunity is
available for all MyCLUB members who spend more than
EGP 1,000, who will then automatically be registered in a
draw for chances to win.

Philippe Peguilhan, Country Manager of Carrefour Egypt
at Majid Al Futtaim Retail, commented: “Introducing new
engagements, such the gold wins, serves as a testament to
Carrefour’s continuous dedication to providing new and
innovative experiences and solutions for everyone, every
day. We know that the economic climate is difficult for
families right now which is why we are always working to
offer the best value and exciting rewards and supporting
our valued customers in Egypt.”

Houlin Zhao was recognized for fostering crucial international
cooperation amid rapid telecom and technology globalization

By : Wael Elhosany- Nally Abd Hamied

Rwanda’s President H.E. Paul Kagame
has conferred one of his country’s highest
civilian honours on the Secretary-General
of the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU), the United Nations specialized
agency for information and communication
technologies (ICTs).

Houlin Zhao, heading ITU for nearly
eight years, has provided “distinguished
service as the leader of ITU during a very
consequential period for the globalization
of telecommunications technology,” the
Rwandan Presidency announced on Tuesday.
He previously served for eight years as
Deputy Secretary-General and eight years
as Director of ITU’s Telecommunication
Standardization =~ Bureau.

His induction to the National Order of Honour,
or Agaciro, came during the second week of
ITU’s landmark World Telecommunication

Development Conference (WTDC), which
has brought digital leaders and decision-
makers and other stakeholders to Kigali for
high-level global discussions.

“I am deeply honoured by, and sincerely
grateful for, this recognition from the
President of the Republic of Rwanda, who
is a respected African leader and global ICT
promoter,” Zhao said upon receiving the
award.

“When I was first elected Secretary-General
in 2014, only about one third of the world’s
population was online. Today, nearly two
thirds are connected, while a persistent digital
divide leaves one third of humanity still
unconnected. The President’s special award
to me will inspire and encourage all to tackle
digital development challenges and ensure no
one is left behind. I would like to take this
opportunity to pay my respects to President
Kagame for his vision for the digital future,
as well as his capable leadership in ICT

adoption to transform Africa and facilitate
global ICT development.”

Now approaching the end of his second term
in office, Secretary-General Zhao received
his medal at Village Urugwiro, the official
Presidential Residence in the capital, Kigali.
The Agaciro medal is awarded to high-ranking
officials for promoting political, economic,
and social welfare consistent with Rwanda’s
interests at the national or international level.

Driving digital development for all
Addressing WTDC delegates last week,
Zhao underscored the need to align global
digital development priorities and public-
private investment cooperation fully with UN
Sustainable Development Goals.
“Cultivating and growing our relationship
with the public and private sectors is
paramount, both to further our technical
work and advance meaningful development
initiatives,” he said.

The 10-day conference is set to conclude
on 16 June with the adoption of the Kigali
Action Plan, a roadmap for accelerating
digital transformation in the wake of
COVID-19 and a guiding document for
ITU’s work in the development sphere over
the next four years.

This is the first WTDC taking place in
Africa since the establishment of ITU’s
Development Sector in 1992.

Last week, the conference featured the first-
ever Partner2Connect Digital Development
Roundtable, which put the spotlight on
investment pledges from governments,
the private sector, and civil society to
advance global connectivity. Among the
numerous commitments from governments,
companies and international organizations,
Rwanda pledged to boost digital access
and inclusion for underserved groups and
areas, aiming to equip at least 2.8 million
households with smartphones by 2030.
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