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New Category of Business Buyers
Gartner Says the Majority of Technology Products and Services Will Be Built by
Professionals Outside of IT hy 2024

which has only expanded the amount and type of use

cases technology is needed to fulfill. In 2023, Gartner
anticipates that $30 billion in revenue will be generated

COVID-19 Drives the Development of New Products

and Services

by products and services that did not exist pre-pandemic.
Gartner analysts said the rapid expansion of cloud ser-
vices, digital business initiatives and remote services
opened the door for new possibilities in integrations and
optimization.
Over One-Third of Technology Providers Will Compete
Technology encroachment into all areas of business and
among consumers creates demand for products and ser-
vices outside of IT departments. These buyers’ needs
do not always fit neatly into offerings from traditional
providers.
This has been compounded by the COVID-19 crisis,

By : Mohamed El Kholy - Ahmed Helmy

By 2024, 80% of technology products and services will
be built by those who are not technology professionals,
according to Gartner, Inc.

This trend is driven by a new category of buyers outside
of the traditional IT enterprise who are occupying a larg-
er share of the overall IT market. Today, total business-
led IT spend averages up to 36% of the total formal IT
budget.
“Digital business is treated as a team sport by CEOs and
no longer the sole domain of the IT department,” said
Rajesh Kandaswamy, distinguished research vice presi-
dent at Gartner. “Growth in digital data, low-code de-
velopment tools and artificial intelligence (Al)-assisted
development are among the many factors that enable the
democratization of technology development beyond IT
professionals.”

Technology providers are now finding themselves in-
creasingly entering markets related to, or in competition
with, nontechnology providers, including innovative
firms in financial services and retail. The latter is creat-
ing IT-driven solutions more frequently and with more
ambition as more enterprises continue their digital trans-
formation efforts.

Gartner expects high-profile announcements of tech-
nology launches from nontech companies to proliferate
over the next 12 months.

“The availability of business technologists provides new
sources of innovation and the ability to get work done.
Thus, technology and service providers will need to ex-
tend their sourcing of ideas and technology development
into new communities, whether they are based on citi-
zen development, their own customer communities or
other sources,” said Mr. Kandaswamy.

with Nontechnology Providers by 2024

COVID-19 also reduced barriers for those outside of IT
to create technology-based solutions by providing an
entry point for anyone who was able to serve pandemic-
induced needs. These entrants include nontechnology
professions within enterprises — or “business technolo-
gists” — citizen developers, data scientists and Al sys-
tems that generate software.

The French Electrosurgery Specialist Lamidey
Noury Medical Back at Arab Health 2021

East Africa’s Premier IT Leaders to Gather Online
for Vlirtual IDC C10 Summit

By : Nahla Ahmed — Adel Farig
Lamidey Noury will participate in the
2021 edition of the leading trade show
Arab Health. Specialised in electrosurgery,
the company develops instruments and
solutions for electrosurgical applications.
This year, it will be exhibiting with its
partner Dex Surgical (company awarded
its FDA accreditations) specialised in
minimally invasive robotic surgery. The
show will be an opportunity for visitors to
find out about new innovative solutions in
surgery.
Lamidey Noury Medical is already estab-
lished in the Middle East and Asia. It has
been a part of the Arab Health show for
more than 10 years. Covid has had a pro-
found impact on the global health system,
and the needs in terms of equipment and
devices have shifted. In this context, com-
ing closer to its customers makes sense
and Arab Health is a wonderful means for
achieving this. Lamidey Noury will be ex-
hibiting this year in the French Healthcare
Pavilion Za’abeel 2.
Lamidey Noury has developed full-
fledged expertise in the mastery of high-
frequency power electronics. Working
from this technology, new applications for
vessel fusion and plasma saline resection
can be developed. The company has devel-
oped a whole range of products for these
applications and is widely recognized for
its comprehensive and high-performance
solutions. This year Lamidey Noury will
present major evolutions of their bipolar
resection system for urology and gynecol-
ogy with the objective of establishing it as
a world leader in the sector. A fine oppor-
tunity to find out all about this innovation

at the upcoming show.

The company is developing four product
ranges, for applications in both human and
veterinary medicine. Its flagship products,
Plasma EDGE, are dedicated to urology
and gynaecology. Underpinned by its ex-
pertise in energy and instrumentation, the
company has formed a strong partnership
with the Dex Surgical robot, used in ro-
botic laparoscopic surgery. It is a modern,
innovative solution that improves patient
care and provides a certain comfort to the
surgeon during the operation.

Founded in 1947, Lamidey Noury is a
company on a human scale that has suc-
cessfully established itself over the years
as an expert in its field. Thanks to its agil-
ity, the company has always been able to
respond effectively with innovation. For
the years to come, Lamidey Noury Medi-
cal wishes to continue on the path of dif-
ferentiation, by offering unique and inno-
vative solutions, to become a major world
player in urology and gynaecology.

DUBAI-BASED FINTECH STAKE
RRISES SAM IN SEED FUNDING

By : Basel Khaled — Nahal Makled

UAE real estate fintech investment plat-
form, Stake, has secured $4 million in
a seed funding round led by Combined
Growth Real Estate, Vivium Capital, Verve
Ventures, Lama Holding, and various other
individual regional and international in-
vestors.

Having only launched in December 2020,
Stake has already disrupted the UAE’s real
estate investment market. The company
allows its users to browse pre-vetted se-
lections of properties and invest from as
little as AED 2,000 for advantageous real
estate assets via a digital marketplace. This
is enabled by Stake’s focus on prime lo-
cations that have a particularly high rental
demand, which ultimately drives consid-
erable capital appreciation for long-term
fundamentals.

Following the funding round, co-found-
er Manar Mahmassani said: “When we
launched Stake, we made clear our goal
to democratise real estate investment and
remedy the ills of Dubai’s property market,
which prevented the young from partici-
pating and delivered unattractive returns
for experienced investors.”

He continued, “our shareholders believe in
our vision for a world where real estate is
a completely liquid and fully accessible in-
vestment asset class, available to everyone
looking to preserve and grow their wealth.
With this fund raise, we can accelerate our
journey to radically improve the real estate
investment market and bring this tangible
asset into the new digital age.”

By : Bakinam Khaled - Nahla Ahmed
More than 120 of East Africa’s most
influential IT and business decision
makers are set to gather online tomor-
row (June 10) for the 8th annual install-
ment of the IDC East Africa CIO Sum-
mit. Hosted on IDC’s industry-leading
virtual platform, the event will bring
together senior business leaders, influ-
ential IT heads, and respected industry
analysts to share their collective exper-
tise around the theme ‘Innovative Digi-
tal Strategies: Evolving to the Demands
of'a New Reality’.

“The end goal for any business looking
to thrive in the new reality must be the
enablement of a ‘Future Enterprise’,”
says Mark Walker, IDC’s associate vice
president for Sub-Saharan Africa. “At
IDC, our vision of the future enterprise
is an organization that leverages tech-
nology to underpin every single process,
initiative, and value chain. To reach this
state, organizations must prioritize the
creation of dynamic work models, in-
novative services, and pervasive experi-
ences.”

The IDC East Africa CIO Summit 2021
will combine presentations, panel dis-
cussions, real-life use cases, and individ-
ual technology tracks to give delegates
exclusive guidance on overcoming the
challenges and disruptions that continue
to lie in wait. IDC’s chief research of-
ficer, Meredith Whalen, will present the
Summit’s keynote address, ‘The Future
Enterprise: Developing Digital Resilien-
cy’, in which she will warn the region’s
businesses that COVID-19 will not be
the last disruption they face.

[DC

Analyze the Future

“The digital economy — which relies
heavily on the continued flow of goods
and services around the globe, as well
as on transformational technology plat-
forms and business innovation — will
create more cycles of disruption to busi-
ness operations and models than any
other economic period,” says Whalen.
“Organizations looking to succeed in this
new reality will need to employ a new
C-Suite agenda if they are to become
masters at pivoting rapidly, capitalizing
on change, and driving innovation in
times of uncertainty.”

For the very first time, this year’s IDC
East Africa CIO Summit will also in-
corporate a dedicated CIO Masterclass
Arena that attendees can access through-
out the course of the event. This section
of the virtual platform will showcase a
series of exclusive CXO best-practice
presentations, fireside chats, and panel
discussions with more than 30 inter-
national and regional industry thought
leaders.

The CIO Masterclass Arena will host
technology-based sessions on the future
of work, security, artificial intelligence,
and cloud, as well as a series of verti-
cal-focused sessions targeting the latest
challenges and developments in specific
industries .

By : Basel Khaled — Nahla Makled

A new report by Ericsson ConsumerLab
highlights the impact that 5G is already
having on smartphone users worldwide
including the GCC and what they expect
the technology to deliver in the future. In-
door coverage is one of the focus areas
to emerge from the consumer research,
with one-in-five 5G users already reduc-
ing Wi-Fi use on their phones indoors
because of the benefits of 5G mobile con-
nectivity.

The report - Five Ways to a Better 5G - is
the result of the largest global 5G con-
sumer study to date. Covering consumer
sentiment and perception in 26 markets
- including Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
Oman, Qatar, and the United Arab Emir-
ates - the Ericsson ConsumerLab study
methodology is representative of 1.3 bil-
lion smartphone users globally, including
220 million 5G subscribers.

The report explores key trends behind the
adoption, use and perception of consum-
ers with and towards 5G. In Saudi Arabia,

early adopters of 5G are satisfied with the
speed, and 60 percent want more innova-
tive apps and services. The report also
finds that there was a 7 percent increase
from March 2019 to December 2020 re-
garding consumer intention to upgrade to
5G. Additionally, 25 percent of consum-
ers in Saudi Arabia have a 5G device but
are still on a 4G subscription

highlighting a readiness to embrace the
technology. In Oman, 20 percent of re-

" Ericsson ConsumerLab: 56 already Gllall!llll!l smartphone use inthe GCC

spondents affirm having a 5G phone but
are still on a 4G network. Another key re-
port finding reveals that in Oman, 35 per-
cent of 5G potential users are expecting
innovative data offerings from a 5G plan.
In Qatar, the report finds that more us-
ers are satisfied with 5G compared to
4G. 13 percent of respondents in Qatar
have a 5G phone but are on a 4G network
highlighting broader consumer readiness
for the technology. The early adopters in
Qatar are satisfied with network perfor-
mance and 47 percent want more innova-
tive apps and services.

In the UAE, the report found that there
has been a 6 percent increase from March
2019 to December 2020 in the intention
to upgrade to 5G. Additionally, 24 per-
cent of respondents in the UAE have a
5G phone but on a 4G network thereby
highlighting broader consumer readiness
for the technology. Another key report
finding reveals early adopters in the UAE
are satisfied with speed and 81 percent
want more innovative apps and services.

(— Chinais riding the wave to seli-reliance in semiconductors \

By : Mohamed EI Kholy — Ahmed Helmy
| Few industries have been left unaffected by
the global chip shortage, which has been
| exacerbated by the coronavirus pandemic
to escalate into a full-scale crisis. The
shortage of chipsets has underlined every
| sector’s dependence on connected technol-
ogy, and Chinese manufacturers are looking
to boost production in order to make up for
the recent shortfall.
The US has placed restrictions on the use
and import of Chinese-made network
equipment and semiconductors, as well as
moving to limit the amount of US-made
| equipment that Chinese firms can access.
This has been a factor in the global slow-
| down in the production of semiconductors,
and has prompted China to push for greater
self-sufficiency in chipset production.
In a recent example of this trend, China’s
leading chip maker SMIC (Semiconductor
lManufacturmg International Corporation)
is Jomtly mvestmg in a US$2 35 billion

chip foundry with Shenzhen’s local gov-
ernment. The facility will focus on the pro-
duction of 28-nanometer integrated circuits
with the goal of achieving a monthly output
of around 40,000 12-inch wafer chips. Pro-
duction is scheduled to begin in 2022.

The factory’s focus on 28nm chipsets has
raised questions, with many industry ob-
servers noting that these chips are already
considered surplus in many overseas mar-
kets. However, SMIC notes that the chips

are in high demand internationally as they
strike a crucial balance between affordabil-
ity and performance, so increased produc-
tion will enable it to meet this demand both
domestically and internationally.

In addition, the firm has been able to import
the necessary equipment to produce the |
chips. While the US has placed restrictions
on a number of Chinese firms, includingl
Huawei, SMIC has been cleared to procure
equipment from US manufacturers that will
allow it to produce 14nm chips.

Currently, 28nm chips are considered ‘ma-
ture’ within the market; anything thinner
than this is considered ‘advanced’. US re-l
strictions have limited China’s ability to
manufacture mid-to-high end chips, but the |
China Semiconductor Industry Association
expects the country to be self-sufficient in
28nm production within two years. Some
industry observers are even more optimis-
tic, claiming that this goal could be accom—l
plished before the end of 2021.

— — — —

HBMSU offers the first Master in Arahic
and the only in the UAE to focus on the
Talented Education starting this fall 2021

By : Basel Khaled- Mohamed Shawky
Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University (HBMSU)
has launched the Master of Education in Gifted and Tal-
ented Education program, which will be implemented
this fall 2021. The program is part of HBMSU’s efforts
to equip educators with advanced knowledge and skills
so they can train students with exceptional talent, creativ-
ity, and determination. This is the first master’s degree in
Arabic and is the only one in the UAE to be dedicated to
developing the gifted and talented and is fully accredited
by the UAE Ministry of Education. The program offers an
exceptional opportunity to restructure the role of academ-
ia who works in the education sector to empower brilliant
talents to reshape the future, in line with the directives of
the UAE’s wise leadership, which is aimed at developing
innovators to build a generation armed with science and
knowledge.
The program, which is being offered for the first time in
the UAE, adopts the ‘flexible learning’ approach, which
is based on providing a ‘fully smart learning’, in a bid to
establish a system capable of enabling the sector to de-
tect and nurture talented individuals. To design this pro-
gram, HBMSU created a smart and innovative method
in detecting gifted and talented people, developing their
capabilities, and nurturing them optimally hat keeps pace
with 21st-century trends. The move aims to prepare gen-
erations of learners who can lead in terms of innovation
and creative entrepreneurship, and re-engineer the future
to achieve progress in all sectors in the UAE and the Arab
world. The program falls within the postgraduate level,
consisting of 12 specialized courses that enable graduates
to take the lead to develop, execute, and assess original
and modern research and produce creative projects, as
well as design practical programs that can creatively and
untraditionally address real-life issues related to this vi-
tal area. Dr. Mansoor Al Awar, HBMSU Chancellor, said:
“The launch of the new program is an outstanding achieve-
ment that strengthens HBMSU’s position as a driving
force to enhance readiness to the future by investing in
creative minds and young talents. It will promote quality
education following the wise directives of His Highness
Sheikh Hamdan Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Crown Prince of Dubai and President of the Uni-
versity, to empower promising talents, young minds, and
entrepreneurs to excel in innovation and other intellectual
and creative spheres, to play their key roles in ensuring a
safer and more prosperous future for all.”
Prof. Nabil Baydoun, Vice Chancellor for Academic Af-
fairs in HBMSU, said “This will open promising pros-
pects for us to continually develop rich academic content,
preparing an innovative, creative, and qualified genera-
tion to keep pace with the developments of the times and
meet the needs of the future. We take upon ourselves the
responsibility of providing more high-quality programs
that will reshape both the Arab and global education land-
scape according to the smart learning model. We will take
advantage of our position as an academic trailblazer to
transform our learners from mere recipients of knowledge
into future entrepreneurs, innovators, decision-makers,
and leaders.”

ORANGE & AXA ACQUIRE MAJORITY STAKE IN
MOROCCAN HEALTHTECH DABADOC

By : Mohamed Shawky — Nahla Ahmed

Moroccan e-health startup DabaDoc has been jointly-
acquired by telecommunications company Orange’s
Middle East and Africa division, and insurance provider
AXA Assurance Maroc. Founded in 2014, the platform
offers users and patients digitised access to healthcare
professionals across the North African Maghrebi region.
Under its new Orange and AXA parent company, the
platform is eyeing a further expansion.

Merem Chemi, the CEO of AXA Assurance Maroc, out-
lined: “This ambition is even stronger as we are facing
an unprecedented health crisis. Through this partnership,
we therefore aim to enable patients to access a better
healthcare journey in Morocco and to support DabaDoc
through its development in the CIMA countries as well.”
Through the use of Orange’s technological support and
AXA’s healthcare resources, DabaDoc plans to scale
across the Middle East and sub-Saharan Africa.
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By : Basel Khaled — Ahmed Helmy

Orange Egypt, the leading provider of integrated telecommu-
nications services, signed a cooperation agreement with Six of
October Development and Investment Company (SODIC), to
provide a variety of services that keep pace with the technologi-
cal updates and development needed for residential compounds’
customers which will provide them with value-added services
that will contribute to the development of the real estate market
and its lifestyle.

The agreement entails the provision of Orange Triple Play ser-
vices; “high-speed Internet, IPTV and landline services”, in ad-
dition to the provision of 0T, Smart Homes, and Smart Cities
services which rely on sophisticated infrastructure of fiber-optic
cables that is cable to cope with the needs of SODIC residential
and commercial projects.

This agreement is part of Orange’s strategy towards digital
transformation in residential and commercial compounds while
it also enhances its marketing and promotional opportunities
with SODIC by providing integrated mobile and digital services
while developing smart cities and smart homes programs for
the leading real estate development companies in Egypt and the
Middle East.

Orange Triple Play services will provide SODIC residential and
commercial projects and units with maximum speed of Internet
connectivity, in addition to [PTV services that provide high-
quality TV channels as well as voice services such as landline
through a highly developed internal network. This advanced

DEWA receives patent for its ‘Smart Fire A
Warning for Low Voltage Electrical Panels’ |

By : Mohamed Shawky - Ahmed Helmy
Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA) has re- I
ceived a patent for its ‘Smart Fire Warning for Low Volt-
age Electrical Panels,” a new addition to its track record I
of achievements and innovations. The device detects fires
or their risks, and identifies causes, especially in connec-
tion points for electrical con- I
ductors and cables. The use of
this invention avoids carbon
dioxide emissions, power sup-
ply interruption, employee ac-
cidents or equipment destruc-
tion. The patent was granted to
DEWA in Austria.

“DEWA provides a positive,
healthy and safe work environ-
ment that promotes innovation and unleashing the poten-
tial of employees. This increases individual and corporate
competency according to the best international practices,
enabling us to keep pace with rapid changes and con-
tribute effectively to anticipating and shaping the future.
This supports the Dubai 10X initiative launched by His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler
of Dubai, to make Dubai 10 years ahead of other cities
through disruptive and innovative technologies. DEWA’s
vision is guided by the words of His Highness who said:
‘Innovation is not an option but a necessity.

It is not a culture but work style, and governments and
companies that do not innovate risk losing their competi-
tiveness and falling far behind.” We harness innovation
and the latest technologies to enhance DEWA’s excel-
lence and its leading position as one of the best utilities
worldwide. We also support the UAE’s innovation jour-
ney,” said HE Saeced Mohammed Al Tayer, MD & CEO
of DEWA.

The new device supports DEWA’s efforts to achieve the
highest health and safety standards in its different op-
erations, as part of its responsibilities towards its staff,
customers and society at large. These efforts have been
crowned with receiving the National Fire Protection As-
sociation Life Safety Code (NFPA 101) from the interna-
tional safety organisation UL in 2020. DEWA was the
first utility in the Middle East to receive this global rec-
ognition. DEWA was awarded the Sword of Honour for
Health and Safety for the 13th time by the British Safety
Council. In 2019, it won the Best Business Awards in the I
Health and Safety category, which is one of the most pres-
tigious awards in the UK.

service from Orange will provide high-speed internet packages
of up to 200 MB while allowing its customers to enjoy premium
visual content services and encrypted channels.

Additionally, Orange will provide SODIC’s residents with a va-
riety of smart home and smart cities’ programs and services
which promotes the shift towards smart management in SODIC L [ ng l
projects that reflects the company’s keenness to ensure the ut- ““We are excited to partner with Orange Egypt with its strong and

most quality of services to its customers while aligning with the
state’s efforts and plans towards digital transformation.

Within the same agreement, Orange will also present telecom-
munications solutions to all the companies working within
SODIC projects through providing them with Leased Lines
services that provides high-speed communications to help the
companies use the latest and most innovative quality of services

that is based on IT and IoT in the most efficient and effect way.
Commenting on this occasion, Eng. Yasser Shaker, CEO and
Managing Director of Orange Egypt, showed his happiness and
enthusiasm towards this cooperation with the leading develop-
ment company saying: “We are very proud of our partnership
with SODIC, as it is one of the largest real estate developers
in Egypt and the Middle East, as we acknowledge the immerse
and changing market needs and thus we are always keen to work
and keep pace with the development of communications and in-
formation technology by providing various integrated solutions
while providing our customers with unmatched experiences”,
Shaker added. Shaker illustrated, “We have been always keen
to provide our services to real estate developers in Egypt since
we started providing the integrated Triple Play services in Egypt
back in 2011. We also pay great attention to develop infrastruc-
ture and data centers for compounds that comes as part of the
company’s efforts to implement digital transformation in vari-
ous sectors and fields”.

For his part, Magued Sherif, SODIC’s Managing Director said:

proven track record, a strategic move that comes in line with our
customer-focused approach to offer state-of-the art solutions to
our residents that greatly improve their day-to-day experience
and overall quality of life.

We have equipped our projects with the most advanced technol-
ogy infrastructure, which enables us to introduce the latest solu-
tions that cater to our customers’ needs.” Magued concluded.

Huawei Announces Workshop Series for Developers and Startups

By : Ahmed Helmy - Bakinam Khaled

Huawei, the leading tech giant is set to host a series of
short workshops, and one-to-one interactions that aim
to bring the innovative community together at DIFC In-
novation Hub, as part of the HUAWEI Innovation Week.
The on-site sessions will take place at DIFC on 21 June
2021 from 12pm to 3pm, while the online sessions will
run from 22 — 24 June 2021.

Developers and entrepreneurs signing up for the work-
shops will receive a certificate of attendance, and exclu-
sive access to a wealth of knowledge material informed
by Huawei’s expertise. Attendees can expect to unlock
the latest market trends, insights, and analytics. Most
critically, they will be exposed to integrating Huawei
Mobile Services kits (HMS Kkits), learn how to access a
potentially untapped audience, and maximize their reach
through effective strategies.

Adam Xiao, Managing Director of Huawei Mobile Ser-
vices in the Middle East and Africa, Huawei Consumer
Business Group said, “Fostering innovation is one of the
leading values of our business. Through HUAWEI Inno-
vation Week, we are guiding emerging talent and startups
on how to fully utilize Huawei’s platforms and drive their
plans and businesses towards success. We invite startups,
entrepreneurs, and developers — at whatever stage in their
journey they may be — to join us on the 21st of June, for
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an insightful day full of interactive sessions by Huawei
experts at Gate Avenue, DIFC Innovation Hub. We also
welcome them to join us on our virtual sessions from the
22nd of June to the 24th of June.”
Through the sessions, Huawei will introduce attendees to
the HMS ecosystem and kits, in addition to how can de-
velopers cater applications by using Huawei’s infrastruc-
ture services. Participants will also have the opportunity
to accumulate information about utilising Huawei’s ad-
vertising platform to grow businesses while benefitting
from the HUAWEI Ads’ ecosystem to expand their ap-
plication’s userbase.

By : Basel Khaled — Ahmed Helmy

Kaspersky has uncovered a long-standing cyberespio-
nage campaign against Persian-speaking individuals in
Iran. The group behind the malicious activity—dubbed
Ferocious Kitten—has been active since at least 2015
and delivers a custom malware called “MarkiRAT” that
steals data and can execute commands on the victim’s
machine. The malware also has variants that can hijack
the infected user’s Chrome browser and their Telegram

app.

In March of this year, a suspicious lure document was
uploaded to VirusTotal and brought to the public’s
knowledge through a post on Twitter. Upon noticing
the Tweet, Kaspersky researchers decided to investigate
further. What they found was a 6-year long surveillance
campaign against Persian-speaking individuals in Iran.
They have since dubbed the actor behind the campaign
‘Ferocious Kitten”.

Ferocious Kitten, active since at least 2015, targets its
victims with decoy documents containing malicious
macros. These documents are disguised as images or
(ideos that depict action against the Iranian regime

(R 6-year cyherespionage campaign uncovered in the Middle East )

Add my name to the prisoners’ statement of Iraj Mesd-

A decoy message translated from Persian

(protests or footage from resistance camps). The initial
messages within the decoy documents attempt to con-
vince the target to enable the attached images or vid-
eos. If the victim agrees, then malicious executables are
dropped to the targeted system, while the decoy content
is displayed on the screen.

I am Hussein Jafari

I was a prisoner of the regime during 1363-64.

aghi about the bloodthirsty mercenary.

Please use the nickname Jafar for my own safety and
my family.

Hussein Jafari July 1399

These executables drop the main malicious payload—a
custom malware known as ‘MarkiRAT”. Once down-
loaded to the infected system, MarkiRAT initiates a
keylogger to copy all clipboard content and record all
keystrokes. MarkiRAT also provides file download and
upload capabilities to the attackers and gives them the
ability to execute arbitrary commands on the infected
machine. )

/

FACEBOOK LAUNCHES #SHEMEANSBUSINESS TO EMPOWER 10,000 FEMALE ENTREPRENEURS IN THEMENA

By : Basel Khaled — Ahmed
Helmy

From fierce women steering fash-
ion platforms to fearless engineers
radically transforming Egypt’s
rural landscape, female entrepre-
neurship in the Middle East has
risen considerably over the last
few years; but are women receiv-
ing the educational resources
to achieve their full potential?
Stepping up to overturn the gen-
der gap in the MENA entrepre-
neurial world — only 24 percent
of tech startups are funded by
women, according to an Arab-
net report - Facebook launched
#SheMeansBusiness, including a
series of online marketing courses
for businesswomen in the Middle
\@st. The initiative, launched in

parallel throughout partnerships
with key actors across different re-
gions, aims to train at least 10,000
women on online marketing fun-
damentals and sustainable busi-
ness practices.

In the Middle East, Facebook
teamed up with UAE’s Sheraa
Sharjah and Emirates Foundation,
as well as Egypt’s Ahead of the
Curve, led by the prominent social
businesswoman Dina Sherif. “We
got involved because we believe
in the economic power of women.
A lot of women are using social
media in their businesses, but they
are not using it properly and they
aren’t using it to scale. The train-
ing program teaches them how to
use social media in a way that can
help grow their businesses,” she

facebc&ok

b
M

says.
Women comprise half of the
world’s population, but road-

blocks to successful female busi-
ness ownership leave a wealth of
untapped potential in the global
market, potentially as much as
34 percent GDP growth. In Egypt,
she bosses now account for only
11 percent of entrepreneurs, com-
pared to just three percent in 2007.

According to a 2014 report from
US-based Global Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute, Egypt
scored 28th out of 30 countries
surveyed for ease and straightfor-
wardness of female entrepreneurs
owning and growing businesses.
The fact that women are expect-
ed to be full-time homemakers
places strain on them to maintain
two careers at once—one in the
home and one in business. These
exhausting demands prevent
them from obtaining more tra-
ditional business education and
lack knowledge of marketing and
business management fundamen-
tals. For this reason, many female
Egyptian entrepreneurs rely on
their phones and social media to
run their ventures.

Free to anyone willing to sign up
through their Facebook account,
#SheMeansBusiness is an interac-
tive learning portal with courses
for anyone who plans to use so-
cial networking in marketing. The
course has 14 different modules,
each about 15 minutes in length.
They’re information-heavy yet
easy to digest, with plenty of help-
ful visuals and charts clearly out-
lining the concepts. The course
material includes Facebook ter-
minology and page creation tips,
brand awareness, advertising
strategy, and best practices for
business and marketing. Plus, the
portal features insights on global
trends in women’s entrepreneur-
ship and empowerment and inspi-

rational female success stories. /

The World Nano Foundation &
Vector Innovation Fund

Atlantic Charter can advance innovation

A UK-US Atlantic Charter designed to work for the post-
COVID benefit of humanity has been hailed as a huge op-
portunity for healthcare innovation and, particularly future
pandemic protection technology.

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson and US President Joe
Biden have prioritized a global initiative to end and recover
from the COVID-19 pandemic and enhance transatlantic co-
operation in several areas including technology, healthcare,
and aviation.

This was welcomed by the World Nano Foundation (WNF),
promoting nanotechnology — innovation at a molecular and
atomic level — which has played a significant role in fighting
COVID-19 through vaccine and testing developments.

Paul Stannard, the not-for-profit WNF’s Chairman, said:

“The UK and US have always been frontrunners in scaling
innovation and funding, and we have witnessed a wave of
amazing technological advances in recent years.

“This has then been accelerated by the pandemic where
healthcare developments have advanced by a decade in just
six months and caused surging investment in that sector.

“Now, with further impetus from a UK-US Atlantic Charter

— nearly 80 years on from the original Charter signed by the
two nations’ wartime premiers Winston Churchill and Frank-
lin D Roosevelt - we can expect transformation across many
industries, developing sustainable healthcare, greater energy
and food resources, upgrading infrastructure, and reducing
carbon emissions in our cities.”

To strengthen UK and US efforts to beat the COVID-19
pandemic and prevent any future outbreaks, Johnson and
Biden’s post-charter statement confirmed that they would
jointly scale-up work on genomic sequencing and assess-
ment of virus variants.

This includes the UK Health Security Agency’s new Centre
for Pandemic Preparedness linking with its US counterpart,
the proposed National Center for Epidemic Forecasting and
Outbreak Analytics, within an integrated global surveillance
system to be known as Global Pandemic Radar.

Paul Stannard said: “We hope linking these two centres her-
alds a new era of strategic cooperation by reducing barriers
British tech firms face when trying to work with US partners.

“By sharing expertise in areas like artificial intelligence and
nanotechnology — including genomics and quantum technol-
ogy - the UK and US could make breakthroughs that change
the way we live forever.

“As the emergence of the more transmissible Delta, South Af-
rican, and Kent variants has proved, we cannot simply rest
on our laurels and rely on vaccines to end this pandemic or
protect against the next.

“But I am excited by what transatlantic support at govern-
ment level, coupled with soaring healthcare technology in-
vestment might deliver in the wake of COVID’s devastation
to the global population and economy.”

Healthtech investment is expected to be worth $10 trillion
by 2022 (source: Pitchbook), showing the global appetite for
new healthcare systems, as well as treatments and vaccines
for new and existing diseases.

Stannard has witnessed this growth as a co-founder of the
Luxembourg-based Vector Innovation Fund (VIF) specifi-
cally created to foster ‘new age’ healthtech, and starting with
a $300 million Pandemic Protection Sub-fund:

“We are developing a multi-billion-dollar pipeline of invest-
ments to fast track and commercialize these technologies —
the world cannot afford to be laid low again by a pandemic.

“So we welcome the Atlantic Charter and believe it can rep-
resent a new age of healthtech investment, and also hope Eu-
rope and the UK can find a similar path forward, since past
collaboration across a network of continent-wide nanomedi-
cine centres of excellence has enabled so many healthcare
advances.”

—
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Jordan-hased OpenSooq secures
$24M investment

By : Nahla Ahmed — Mohamed Shawky

OpenSooq, a Jordan-based, mobile-first classifieds marketplace
has raised $24M, in a funding round led by the Saudi Jordanian
Investment Fund (SJIF), with the participation of existing inter-
national and regional investors; FJ Labs, and iMENA Group.
OpenSooq empowers consumers and SMEs across MENA to
trade across all key economic sectors including real estate, auto,
electronics, furniture, and fashion. It also connects consumers
with service providers in categories such as education, training
and home repair services.

Omar Alwir, CEO of SJIF, mentioned “SJIF is delighted to lead
this round of investment driven by its belief that investing in
promising Jordanian technology companies that are on the cusp
of transformational growth such as OpenSooq supports Jordan’s
position as a core technology innovation and operational hub
for local and regional technology companies. Our investment in
OpenSooq is an example of combining commercial viability and
developmental progress potential in Jordan. Through our patient,
long-term investment approach, we aim to bring value to Open-
Sooq, and the communities in which it operates, and also to con-
tribute to job creation for Jordanian talents.”

Adey Salamin, Opensooq’s co-founder and CEO, added “Every
13 seconds an item is sold on OpenSooq. Our local team built a
platform that tens of millions of users and SMEs rely on to en-
gage with buyers or sellers, with functionality and reliability that
puts us among the top classifieds platforms globally.”

The new funds will be utilised in hiring an additional 400 people
in Jordan and the region to provide better and more advanced
services for its users, cement its leading market position in its
key markets, expand into additional markets, introduce new
products, and further develop its in-house built technology.

\AVEVA's Fourth Glohal Digital Conference to Focus on Operational Agility, Resiliency and Innovation and Introduce Pl System

By : Basel Khaled - Mohamed SHawky

AVEVA, a global leader in industrial soft-
ware, driving digital transformation and sus-
tainability, will host its fourth AVEVA World
Digital (AWD) conference on the 17th June
2021. Aimed at leaders and decision makers
interested in innovative industrial technol-
ogy, to deliver digital transformation and
strengthen resilience in a challenging envi-
ronment, this is the first joint AVEVA and PI
System event since the company acquired
OSIsoft earlier this year. AWD, a half-day
event, will explore how data-led insights
infused with artificial intelligence can help
organizations optimize their value chains

for long-term business growth.

AVEVA’s recently appointed CEO, Peter
Herweck, will kick-off proceedings with
a session that lays out how Performance
Intelligence, the concept developed by
AVEVA to explain the outcome of combin-
ing information, artificial intelligence and
human insight. Also, in the presenter line- §
up will be Nicole Malachowski, the first fe-
male United States Air Force fighter pilot to
be part of the elite Thunderbirds squadron,
who will address resilience and innovation
by speaking from her own debilitating ex-
perience with Lyme Disease. Having lost
the ability to read, write, walk, and fly, the

one-time advisor to former US First Lady
Michelle Obama tapped into her aerody-
namic training bounce back — a secret she

will share with AWD attendees.

“I am looking forward to virtually engag-
ing our customers and partners at my first
AVEVA World Digital as the company CEO
and the first for former OSIsoft customers.
Over the past year, digital transformation
has demonstrated how trusted data and ar-
tificial intelligence can reshape the future of
industries, as well as create new experienc-
es and business opportunities,” commented
“We have
witnessed how Cloud, and the Industrial

Peter Herweck, CEO, AVEVA.

Internet of Things (IIoT) continue to drive
operational resilience in a digital-first envi-
ronment. Today, AVEVA’s software is ena-
bling organizations, throughout the globe, to
harness greater efficiencies, increase agility
and accelerate growth - all key factors in
also advancing sustainability for industries.

Other keynote speakers will include a mix
of AVEVA and former OSIsoft speakers -
Lisa Johnston, Chief Marketing Officer and
Chief Sustainability Officer, AVEVA, Nor-
ton Green, Director of Executive Engage-
ments, AVEVA; Rob McGreevy, Execu-
tive Vice President of Operations Business,
AVEVA .
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