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Jack Ma Foundation's Africa Netpreneur Prize Initiative (ANPI) Joins Forces With Ecosystem
of Partners for the 2020 “Africa’s Business Heroes” Gompetition

By ; Nahla Makled — Shaima Hassan

The Jack Ma Foundation’s Africa Netpreneur
Prize Initiative (ANPI) has joined forces with
local partners from across Africa to identify
and mobilise innovative, resilient, and mission-
driven African entrepreneurs, as well as support
them throughout the application and selection
process of the second edition of the Aftrica’s
Business Heroes prize competition (ABH).
ANPI’s Anchor Partners for 2020 are African
Leadership Group, Ashesi, Dalberg, Janngo, and
RiseUp. Since the official launch of applications
on April 6, local partners have been instrumen-
tal in promoting the ABH prize competition in
their respective regions, helping to identify and
engage with potential applicants. Partners have
also worked closely with aspiring candidates to
build up their management and leadership capa-
bilities - sharing knowledge, best practices and
insights from across their networks, as well as
delivering training and education programs. Pro-
grams include the ‘Africa’s Business Webinar
Series’ — which to date, have drawn more than
7,000 entrepreneurs to participate.

The Africa’s Business Heroes prize competition
- which is open for applications in both English
and French - aims to provide entrepreneurs from
across Africa a platform to showcase and devel-
op their talent and business ideas. The prize is

Lawyering in Crisis: African countries among inno-

vation leaders in the fight against COVID-19 pandemic

open to all entrepreneurs regardless of country,
industry, age or gender. ABH will culminate in
a grand finale later this year where the top 10
finalists will pitch global business legends for a
chance to win their share of a US$1.5 million
prize pool.

ANPI has also been working with a diverse eco-
system of partners, including business incubators
(Ethiopia Entrepreneurship Development Center,
StartUp Factory Ethiopia, CTIC, Impact Hub
Dakar, Outlierz Ventures, WikiStart Up, i4poli-
cy), communications platforms (Sasai), mobile
network operators (Safaricom) and media outlets

(Pulse.Africa and Startimes) to further amplify
grassroots outreach to entrepreneurs and to make
educational and training resources more widely
accessible.

“We are honored to be able to work closely with
these exceptional local partners to bring the Af-
rica’s Business Heroes prize competition to all
corners of Africa and spotlight talented entre-
preneurs from across the continent. Our extraor-
dinary partners share our mission and commit-
ment to enabling entrepreneurship and together,
we hope to support entrepreneur heroes who
will create jobs and opportunities for their local

Palo Alto Networks and GyberHuh Collaborate to
Expand the Cybersecurity Learning Landscape in KSA

communities as well as catalyze a movement of
entrepreneurship across Africa,” said Jason Pau,
Senior Advisor for International Programs for
the Jack Ma Foundation.

The 2020 edition of the ABH prize competition
has received a tremendous level of interest and
responses. To date, ABH has received 18,000
applications from candidates representing all 54
countries in Africa. Last year’s inaugural edition
of the competition drew nearly 10,000 applica-
tions from 50 African countries. This year, in rec-
ognition of the extraordinary circumstances fac-
ing entrepreneurs and SMEs around the world
and in Africa, the deadline for applications will
be extended from June 9 to June 22. To apply
and for the latest updates on the Prize, please
visit: africabusinessheroes.org and follow @
africa_heroes on Twitter. To see a documentary
into the journeys of 2019 finalists, please visit

YouTube.

Anchor Partners commented on their ongoing
collaboration with ANPI, noting:

“Now more than ever, we need an abundance of
entrepreneurs to unleash the innovation and job
creation necessary to unlock Africa’s full poten-
tial. The African Leadership Group is excited to
continue our partnership with the Africa Netpre-
neur Prize Initiative to catalyse the continent’s
next generation of bold, courageous and im-

aginative problem-solving entrepreneurs,” said
Fred Swaniker, Founder and CEO of the African
Leadership Group.

“The Africa’s Business Heroes programme brings
new emphasis and resources to the continent’s
potential to become a hub for problem-solving
and is set to become one of the most catalytic
platforms for young entrepreneurs. Ashesi is ex-
cited to join in the work to achieve this vision of
African entreprencurship together with the Jack
Ma Foundation’s Africa Netpreneur Prize Initia-
tive.” commented Ebenezer Buckman, Director
of External Relations & Special Assistant to the
President, Ashesi.

“Dalberg is proud to partner with the Jack Ma
Foundation’s Africa Netpreneur Prize Initiative
(ANPI). We share the conviction that entrepre-
neurship is a vehicle for social and economic
transformation on the continent, and that Africa’s
entrepreneurs can achieve the dual objectives of
profit and purpose,” said Robin Miller, Partner
& Global Digital and Data Practice Lead of Dal-
berg. “As an Africa-focused enterprise ourselves,
we have also been on that same journey to build
a platform that now supports Africa’s transfor-
mation from 13 offices across the continent. We
are therefore proud that our Anchor Partnership
involves working with the Jack Ma Foundation
to build en

By ; Nelly All - Saber Mohamed
African innovators have shown creativity
and ingenuity in finding solutions to fight the
COVID-19 pandemic, but face legal barriers
to safeguarding their intellectual property.

There have been 192 innovations directed
at COVID-19 from Nigeria alone, as well as
more than 90 from South Africa, it was re-
vealed during a webinar hosted by Harvard
Law School’s Center on the Legal Profession,
and digital platform Africa.com.

“One of the things COVID-19 has done is
to underscore the importance of innovation
in societies that have been viewed as lacking
the intellectual capacity to deploy innovation,”
said Professor Ruth L Okediji of Harvard Law
School. “Many innovations in Africa lack the
protection necessary to make business models
scalable and meaningful.”

The webinar brought together top legal minds
to discuss Law and crisis management: Work-
ing with lawyers in business, government and
society to manage the challenges of COV-
ID-19.

Former US Attorney General Eric Holder, now
a partner at law firm Covington & Burling, re-
minded participants of his firm’s involvement
in negotiating a landmark settlement between
the government of Nigeria and mobile com-
pany MTN, which he said demonstrated that
legal disputes on the continent could be settled
timeously.

“Attorneys must step to the fore...It falls upon
those of us in the private sector to fill the gaps,”
Holder said.

David Wilkins, Faculty Director at the Center
on the Legal Profession, started off with a brief
presentation on the role of lawyers in society,
reminding participants that one of the conti-
nent’s greatest freedom fighters, Nelson Man-
dela, had been a lawyer.

“We tend to think of lawyers as technical ap-
pliers of the law...Lawyers must also be coun-

sellors to help clients make decisions that are
not only legal but also right...Lawyers must
also be leaders who play a critical role in lead-
ing key organizations,” Wilkins said.

Vincent Nmehielle, Secretary General of the
African Development Bank, said the Bank sup-
ported countries with legal assistance through
the African Legal Support Facility (ALSF),
which provides legal advice and technical as-
sistance in complex commercial transactions,
creditor litigation and related sovereign trans-
actions.

“For COVID-19, the work of the African Le-
gal Support Facility could not be more apt at
this time...when various African countries are
not just in a public health crisis but also face
legal pressure on how to holistically tackle
fall-outs from the pandemic,” he said.

Bank General Counsel Godfred Penn said the
institution is looking to forge partnerships in
the region that could assist with the provision
of personal protective equipment and medi-
cines.

“Due to the twin exigencies of competitive
advantage and the desire for selectivity in op-
erations, the Bank Group cannot provide direct
support to its borrowing countries for legal
reform. The funding provided by the Bank
Group to our sister organization the African
Legal Support Facility, enables them to assist
countries and law firms all across Africa in this
domain”, he said.

REPORT: Consumers see tech innovation as
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By ; Mohamed Shawky — Saber Mohamed
The latest Ericsson ConsumerLab report re-
veals fresh insights on consumer attitudes
toward sustainability challenges - and how
technology could help them to make a greater
positive impact.

From governments and businesses, to mil-
lions of school children going on strike as part
of Fridays for Future - the question of how to
lead more sustainable lives has become more
prevalent across society. But where do every-
day consumers stand in this? Do their habits
and actions reflect their perceptions? And do
they consider ICT as a tool for helping them
address their potential impact?

Ericsson’s latest ConsumerLab report: ‘Con-
sumers, sustainability and ICT’ looks deeper
into these topics.

Based on a quantitative study of 12,000 inter-
net users from across the world, the report un-
covers the current consumer mindset of leading
environmentally sustainable lifestyles.

For example, in the last two decades alone,
concern about air and water pollution has risen
from concerning one in five consumers, to al-
most one in two. While consideration for cli-
mate change and global warming has also risen
from 13 percent of consumers to 50 percent.

critical for future sustainahility

The study also includes consumers’ thoughts
on where ultimate responsibility lies in miti-
gating environmental impact. Globally, 8 in
10 consumers consider governments as being
responsible for environmental protection, with
approximately 70 percent also considering
citizens responsible. It’s clear that consumers
also see the need for collective action, with 5 in
10 expecting companies and brands to uphold
their share of the responsibility.

Consumers also see technological innovation
as critical to tackling future environmental
challenges, a statement backed up by 46 per-
cent of those surveyed. Further, 36 percent
would like their devices to offer guidance on
living more environmentally consciously.
Interestingly, consumers who think technology
will be crucial in solving future environmental
challenges express almost twice the interest in
various ICT solutions to help them live more
environmentally consciously, compared to oth-
ers.

“ICT tools and services can play a significant
part in assisting consumer’s daily efforts to
reduce their personal environmental impact,”
says Zeynep Ahmet Vidal, Senior Researcher
at Ericsson Consumer & IndustryLab and au-
thor of the report.

“We see in our study that consumers do perceive
ICT as helpful as an aid in their daily life, be it
for environmental, health, cost or convenience-
related reasons. But ICT also has the potential
to enable future innovation in climate action,
and here the service providers have a unique
opportunity and position to provide novel solu-
tions that can aid consumers in making more
sustainable choices in daily life.”

The countries involved in the study include the
US, Brazil, the UK, Germany, Spain, Russia,
South Africa, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,

India, Malaysia, China and Australia. The sam-

ple consists of 1,000 respondents from each

country.

By : Nelly All - Saber Mohamed

Palo Alto Networks, the global cybersecuri-
ty leader, has announced its partnership with
CyberHub, an initiative by the Saudi Fed-
eration for Cybersecurity, Programming and
Drones (SAFCSP) in cooperation with the
Ministry of Education, to provide students
from 31 universities across Saudi Arabia the
opportunity to learn about the cybersecurity
landscape and enhance their skillset to ad-
vance their professional careers.

In line with the aims of Saudi Vision 2030
to support continued investment in educa-
tion and training, this collaboration will
provide access to three online courses

to the 12,000 students enrolled with C-
berHub: Foundation, Gateway and '
sentials, all delivered via Moodle®. T

first course, Foundation, is open fr

now until 30 June 2020, introduci
students to today’s cybersecurity
landscape, threat prevention and
next-generation security technolo-

gy for network, cloud and endpoint.

These initial courses will prepare stu-

dents to take a formal industry-recog-
nised certification in future — Palo Alto
Networks Certified Cybersecurity Associ-
ate (PCCSA) PCCSA — providing a good
grounding in cybersecurity techniques for
future careers.

Students also have opportunities to hear di-
rectly from experts at Palo Alto Networks.
Last month, Vicky Ray, a principal threat
intelligence researcher from Unit 42, also
gave an introduction to threat hunting, cov-
ering the essentials for anyone looking to
get into the field of threat intelligence, in-
cluding introductory demos of some of the
most common tools used by top cyberthreat
researchers around the globe.

Commenting on this strategic partnership,
Ercan Aydin, regional vice president at Palo
Alto Networks, Middle East and Africa

(MEA), said: “The cybersecurity challenges
posed by today’s digital society mean we
have an ever-increasing need for advanced
skills in this area. This collaboration will
help develop the next generation of cyberse-
curity talent and bridge the skills gap.
He added, “At Palo Alto Networks, our vi-
sion is a world where each day is safer and
more secure than the one before. In this dif-
ficult period where it’s not possible for stu-
dents to attend their normal classes, we hope
this initiative allows aspiring cybersecurity
specialists to continue to study, learn
and expand their knowledge,
helping towards their future ca-
eers.”
ommenting on this strategic
rtnership, Mohammed Al-
mdi, cybersecurity track
anager at the Saudi Federa-
tion for Cyber Security, Pro-
gramming and Drones, said,
“SAFCSP is making bold
moves and changing the face
of the cybersecurity industry
by empowering youth with the
needed skills to help shape their
interests and positively influence their
career choices. The shortage of talent is a
global risk but we are eager to fill this gap
through international partnerships with lead-
ing cybersecurity companies like Palo Alto
Networks and in coordination between gov-
ernments and educational institutions, with
the aim of building an inspirational impact
focused on empowerment and sustainability
through initiatives such as CyberHub.”
The CyberHub aims to assist Saudi students
from across the Kingdom and support stu-
dent clubs in the cybersecurity field to match
the Saudi labour market needs. SAFCSP’s
objective for this initiative is to build and
support tech communities to exceed over
30,000 beneficiaries by the end of 2020.

By ; Nahla Makled — Adel Farig

The worldwide COVID-19 pandemic has
forced families to spend their free time most-
ly at home. Staying at home usually also
means spending much time using different
internet connected devices. For clear reasons,
children’s growing online activity can cause
lots of worries to their parents.

Thus, according Kaspersky survey , 30% of
Egyptian parents claim that they have come
across something in their child’s social me-
dia account that seemed suspicious. Elabo-
rating on what it exactly was, they mention
video on their page (45%), people they in-
teract with (40%), posts that he publishes or
shares (38%), groups or public pages they
join (31%) and private messages (20%).
What is more, 39% state their child has seen
or listened to something that seemed suspi-
cious to them, be that videos (69%), photos
(30%) or music (13%). Obviously, these data
show the need to explore the interests of chil-
dren, to make sure everything is okay or it
is necessary to take action. However, not
all the parents realize it — only 46% of
them befriend their children
via social networks in
order to be connected
with their kids
— sometimes
real commu-
nication
is not &

enough and the parents have to look carefully
at their children’s webpages.

«It gets harder and harder for parents to keep
up with the pace of modern evolving world.
They are often left out of the picture as they
simply do not catch with trends that emerge
way too fast. However, it is possible to stop
this backlog by communicating with your
child and ensuring your presence on the In-
ternet — to build trust and good relationship
with your child you have to know what you
are talking about with them» - states Ma-
her Yamout, Senior Security Researcher at
Kaspersky.

In order to eliminate groundless suspicions
about your child’s digital life and to secure
their presence on social media, Kaspersky
strongly recommends following this advice
Learn more on the topic of children’s cyber-
security: explore modern trends, apps, the
way of behavior that has to be adopted in or-
der to safeguard against dangers (for instance,
the basic security rules while on the Internet)

, Communicate with your child and define

the borders which are not meant to
.. cross: discuss with them safe loca-
g tions both real and web-
pages and Install a reli-
able security solution
such as Kaspersky
Safe Kids to monitor
your child’s activi-
ty success-
fully.

By ; Mohamed Shawky — Adel Farig

The SANAD Technical Assistance Facility (SANAD
TAF) has launched a project with the Egyptian Credit Bu-
reau, known commercially as [-SCORE, to open up much-
needed financing to farmers and other agricultural micro,
small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs). The partners
are developing a web-based credit assessment and scoring
tool tailored to the Egyptian agricultural sector, which will
allow various types of financial intermediaries, including
banks, leasing companies, and microfinance providers to
expand financing to an important but otherwise under-
banked segment of the Egyptian economy.

[-SCORE currently assigns credit ratings to retail and
MSME borrowers. The cooperation with SANAD will en-
able it to build capacity to additionally provide ratings for
agricultural companies and farmers, reinforcing this sec-
tor’s ability to obtain financing from local financial institu-
tions: Historically, only 1% to 2% of total credit provided
in Egypt has been extended to agricultural MSMEs. The
SANAD TAF project aims to enable [-SCORE to set up
and roll out an agricultural credit evaluation and risk as-
sessment system, or “ACERS”, which will enable finan-
cial service providers to increase the quantity of lending to
the country’s farmers and agricultural enterprises.

The SANAD Fund was established in 2011 to foster
economic development and create jobs, particularly for
youth, in the Middle East and North Africa by providing
debt and equity funding to local financial institutions that
lend money to support MSMEs and housing development.
The SANAD Technical Assistance Facility multiplies the
fund’s development impact and outreach through capac-
ity-building at partner institutions, developing financial
infrastructures according to the principles of responsible
finance and conducting much required R&D.

facehook & Google Ads Effectiveness Is
Fueled By TV Advertising - New Data Shows -
Interview Opportunities

By ; Nahla Makled

“ViewersLogic’ - a consumer analytics company will release
new UK data showing that consumers who see brand spe-
cific ads on TV are much more likely to click on a Facebook
or Google ad of the same brand.

The data shows that on average, consumers who clicked on
an online ad or visited advertisers’ websites, watched 39%
more TV ads from the same brand than other consumers.
TV advertising has suffered a steep decline in recent years
in favour of digital and now only accounts for less than a
quarter of the total ad expenditure in the UK

ViwersLogic new data shows unequivocally that TV adver-
tising actually fuels online clicks and is in part propping Fa-
cebook & Google Ads success who now account for 60% of
all ad expenditure globally.

The study shows that TV’s effect on Facebook clicks was
the highest and users who clicked on a FB ad saw 48% more
TV adverts of that brand in the previous week than users
who did not click on an ad.

Coral had the most successful cross media campaign and
users who clicked on their adverts or visited their website
were exposed to a massive 117% more of their TV adverts.
Experts say if deployed effectively, TV drives the greatest
improvement in online performance.



Signing an agreement hetween “Telecom Egypt” and “Telecom Egypt” for

messaging and infrastructure services with a value of 2 hillion pounds

By ; Nahla Makled — Saber Mohamed

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications and Information
Technology through Video Conferencing, witnessed the signing
of Telecom Egypt and Telecom Egypt two new agreements of
their kind between the two companies, which include messaging
services, infrastructure, and the interconnection between mobile
and fixed. The first agreement develops the commercial model
provided by the Egyptian Telecom Company for providing mes-
saging and infrastructure services, where Telecom Egypt for the
first time signs a long-term agreement with Telecom Egypt that
includes an annual commitment to infrastructure services, and
this agreement enables Telecom Egypt to continue to provide
the best offers And mobile telecommunications services for its
customers in the Egyptian market. The agreement extends for
three and a half years, with a total value of 2 billion pounds.
The two companies also signed an agreement for the intercon-
nection between the mobile and fixed phones, and this step
represents the first commercial agreement for these services be-
tween Telecom Egypt and Telecom Egypt and the second of its
kind for the Egyptian Telecom Company in the Egyptian market.
Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications and Information
Technology, pointed out that the responsibility of the commu-
nications and information technology sector has increased in an
unprecedented manner due to the repercussions of the Corona
pandemic, which has become a new reality that will continue
even after the pandemic is removed; He pointed out that the
increasing dependence on communications and information

Telenor, Sony and Ericsson team to
develop smart loT healthcare devices 1

By ; Nahla Makled - Nelly All

Using Telenor Connexion’s network, Ericsson [oT Ac-
celerator for global connectivity, and Sony Network
Communications Europe’s smart [oT services, the three I
partners are collaborating to enhance real-time location
and tracking solutions for different sectors. I
Ericsson IoT Accelerator is the Ericsson’s IoT con-
nectivity and device management platform, providing
enterprises with a unified solution that manages IoT op- I
erations of any scale, using worldwide mobile network
infrastructure. More than 35 service providers, spanning
more than 100 countries, are currently part of the Eric- I
sson [oT Accelerator ecosystem. The service currently
enables reliable, scalable, and secure connectivity man- I
agement of [oT devices to more than 5000 enterprises
globally. With more than 50 million devices onboarded
on to the platform including over 3 million eSIMs, the I
Ericsson [oT Accelerator is a truly global platform.

Sony Network Communications Europe focuses on con-
nectivity solutions and offers IoT cellular platforms such I
as Visilion and mSafety, providing cellular connectivity
and wearable tracking devices. I
Anders Stromberg, Director, Head of Wearable Platform

Department, Sony Network i Com -
munications Europe, says e
“As the use of cellular tech- i
nology matures, this can ( i.l E

have a positive impact £ \
on the future of mobile * e
health services and the ‘ »

safety and welfare of W

end-users.” S

Mats Lundquist, CEO of —

Telenor Connexion, says
“We are proud to be a long

term partner of forward-thinking com -
panies like Sony Network Communications Europe and

to support their business growth and future [oT products I
and services.”

Kiva Allgood, Head of IoT, Ericsson, says, “This is a
great example of how IoT Accelerator can liberate our I
partners’ IoT solutions and services to scale globally and
deliver value to end-users.”

Use cases for Sony’s Visilion platform include the lo- I
gistics and healthcare sectors where sensors can provide
information about the real-time position of anything that

is connected. Locating valuable hospital equipment with I
healthcare [oT tracking devices such as ECG machines
and hospital beds, knowing where nursing staff and pa- I
tients are in the hospital, can save time and improve re-
source allocation.

Similarly, the mSafety platform comes with a user- I
friendly wearables (a device that an end-consumer can
wear such as a watch) that can be used in the healthcare,
wellness or safety sector. Wearables can be used to moni- I
tor users and provide information about health data such

as body temperature and heart rate, track location and I
send alert notifications in case of an emergency.

technology in all sectors and businesses has become impera-
tive, which is a challenge for workers in the communications
and information technology sector, as it requires more work and
investments to enable the sector to fulfill its responsibilities.

Dr. Amr Talaat also praised the cooperation between the two
companies, which will contribute to achieving a positive return
on the communications and information technology sector, the
two companies, as well as citizens.

On his part, Eng. Adel Hamed, Managing Director and CEO of

Telecom Egypt said: “We are happy to sign these agreements
with Telecom Egypt, especially the messaging and infrastruc-
ture services agreement, which indicates that the long-term
business model of Telecom Egypt is the optimal and preferred
for all operators in the local market, Telecom Egypt has invested
heavily in its infrastructure to keep pace with the huge and con-
tinuous increase in data usage rates in Egypt, which have paid
off in these times the entire world is going through.

He added that this agreement works to maximize the benefit
from our infrastructure investments that serve all companies
operating in the Egyptian telecommunications market, in turn,
to enrich the Egyptian market by diversifying services and im-
proving the quality of service.

On the other hand, Engineer Hazem Mitwalli, CEO of Telecom
Egypt, said: “We are pleased with the development of the stra-
tegic partnership with Telecom Egypt, which represents our
success partner in the Egyptian market and we always strive
through such agreements to provide the latest and best quality
integrated services to our customers through the latest technol-
ogy. Sophisticated appeared in the global markets.

“The development of events makes telecommunications com-
panies eager to keep pace with the events the world is going
through, and during the next stage, such agreements signed to-
day will be reflected in the services, offers and products that we
offer to our customers for the first time in the Egyptian market,”
he added

Orange Group allocates €500,000 To Support the Ecosystem in Airica and the Middle East
Orange Egypt Announces the Launch of The First and Biggest Digital Chal-
“lenge “Orange Ventures MEA Seed Challenge

By ;Nilly All - Mohamed Shawky

Orange Egypt announced the launch of the biggest challenge
for digital solutions and services in Egypt and the Middle
East under the sponsorship of Orange Group with the aim of
supporting entrepreneurs and tech-driven startups during the
current Covid-19 crisis where most of them are currently ex-
periencing more difficulties in access to financing due to low
number of active investors, especially for seed investments as
a result of the outbreak of Covid-19 in the world.

The Orange Ventures MEA Seed Challenge is open to start-up
in Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Sen-
egal and Tunisia. Orange Ventures plans to invest a total of
€ 500,000 in the MEA start-up ecosystem as a result of this
challenge with up to seven seed stage start-ups benefitting
from an investment of between € 50,000 and € 150,000.

The challenge targets start-ups in the seed stage with high
growth potential and new technologies at the core of their
business that includes: Networks & IT, Digital enterprise,
Cybersecurity, Fintech, Insuretech, Edtech, E-commerce,
Digital Inclusion, Consumer platforms, Gaming, CleanTech,
CareTech, and Enterprise solutions.

Orange Group attention for expansion in digital services is an
essential part of its 2025 strategy that aligns with the Egyp-
tian State’s orientations and vision and consequently, Orange
Egypt has been keen to invest in developing and promoting
new technologies to keep pace with the continuous develop-
ment around the world. This has already led Orange to in-
novate numerous digital solutions for individuals, companies

and entrepreneurs which had a great positive impact on the
quality and efficiency of different businesses.

“As a major player in supporting the digital ecosystem in our
territories, it is important for Orange to provide a financing
solution in addition to our training and support activities for
entrepreneurs in Africa and the Middle East”, says Alioune
Ndiaye, CEO of Orange Africa and the Middle East.

For his part, Eng. Yasser Shaker, CEO of Orange Egypt, said:

“We are working hard to expand the scope of digital solutions
not only for individuals and corporates, but also for entre-
preneurs and startups. We support their innovation and en-
courage them morally and financially to transform their ideas
into innovative solutions on ground especially in digital areas
which is the main cornerstone of institutions and companies’
success in the whole world”.

0PP0 Launches the New Reno 3 in Egypt
Standing out in All Lighting Conditions and Delivering
“Clearance in Every Shot”

By ; Saber Mohamed — Adel Farig

OPPO, the leading global smartphone brand has announced the
arrival of Reno3 Series to the Egyptian market yesterday. OPPO
has always been at the forefront of technology breakthroughs
specific to smartphone photography performance innovation
and today Reno 3 Series is here to challenge all lighting condi-
tions in our daily life providing outstanding quality.

The Reno3 Series promises its users resulting in premium
photography experiences with an array of Al-camera features
including enhanced portrait photography, fast secure facial rec-
ognition and full-body movement tracking, as well as HyperEn-
gine gaming technology, for fast, fluid graphics and responsive,
uninterrupted gameplay. Reno 3 is powered by the all-new
ColorOS 7 and is set to create a new mobile photography trend
and redefine the smartphone photography experience.

On this occasion, Brand Director, Eve Han said: “Since OPPO’s
venture into the global market years ago, OPPO has stayed true
to its core belief — ‘a global brand with local insight’. The Reno
3 Series launch is a clear testimony to this belief. We have al-

Combining Technology and Style, vivo U119 offers Industry-leading Selfie

By ; Shaima Hassan - Nahla Makled

vivo today launched its cutting-edge selfie smartphone V19 in
Egypt. Featuring a dual front 32MP + 8MP super wide-angle
camera, and Super AMOLED FHD+ Ultra O Screen design,

V19 brings together extraordinary selfie capabilities and ad-
vanced technology in an elegant package to deliver a truly in-
novative mobile experience for consumers.

“vivo has always committed its efforts towards innovation with

the consumer in mind, and the V19 showcases innovation
that reflects our deep understanding of our Egyptian consum-
ers’ needs. Powered by an industry-leading selfie technology,
beautiful design, and strong performance, the V19 is the per-
fect device for our young Egyptian consumers for whom the
camera and entertainment features matter the most,” said Da-
vid Qi, CEO of vivo Egypt. “V19 is a trendsetting smartphone
built to complement young consumers’ lifestyles. Uniquely
designed with a dual front camera that offers significant advan-
tages for all selfie lovers across the country, over other smart
phones in the category.”
V19’s dual front camera comprises of a 32MP main camera
and an 8MP super wide-angle camera to allow users to capture
their best selfie moments, regardless of time or place. The front
camera supports a wide-angle selfie of up to 105 degrees, with
a built-in Al algorithm that can independently correct wide-
angle distortion between foreground and background for au-
thentic and dazzling shots. The front camera is also equipped
with an Ultra Stable Selfie Video feature, bringing a new level
of stability to wide-angle selfie videos.

V19 has a powerful Al Quad Camera at the rear, made up of a
48MP main camera, 8MP super wide-angle camera, 2MP mac-
ro camera, and 2MP bokeh camera. Along with Ultra Stable

Video, V19 is packed with Al image and video features, in-
cluding Al Video Filters and Al Video Editor for professional-
grade editable videos.

V19 features a sleek 6.44-inch Super AMOLED FHD+ Ultra O
Screen, built using superior E3 OLED display technology, and
supports 100% DCI-P3 color gamut, bringing vibrant colors to
life. The display’s brightness auto-adjusts to suit ambient light
levels and filters 42 percent more blue light than its predeces-
sor, E2 OLED, creating a healthier user experience.

Crafted for both comfort and style, V19 reinforces vivo’s com-
mitment to user-centric design. Ergonomically designed 3D
curves ensure that V19 fits users’ palms to perfection, while
the Corning Gorilla Glass 6 offers elegance and sophistication.
V19 will be available in Gleam Black and Sleek Silver options
in Egypt for pre-order on 2nd June with a cool pre-order gift
worth EGP 1000 and the first sale will start at 11th June

323MP « BMP
V19¢e%
Dual Selfie Lens.
Dual Perfection.

ways been proud to put our customers at the forefront of eve-
rything we do. We believe this new launch would truly provide
our users a wholesome device for their everyday use”.

Break Limitation of Lighting Context to Deliver “Clear in Eve-
ry Shot”

OPPO has always been at the forefront of technology break-
throughs specific to smartphone photography performance
innovation. Reno 3 Series is here to challenge all lighting
conditions of our daily life and to deliver photos &videos of
outstanding quality.

In the back, packed with 48 MP- 5 X Hybrid Zoom Quad cam-
eras, the Reno 3 can meet the needs for ultra-wide angle, normal,
and telephoto photography, even up to 20x Digital zoom.
Pairing with Ultra Clear 108MP Image, daily photography is
greatly improved without missing any details. Through the
main camera, Reno 3 Series can generate sub-pixel information
with super-high image resolution and the multi-frame photos
collected by camera. With Optical-Flow Sub-pixel Registration,
the camera can match and calibrate the sub-pixels on different
frames to generate a low-pixel original image, with more infor-
mation. And then, through Sub-pixel Interpolation, the original
image with low pixels becomes a picture with high-resolution,
crisp and clear!

In the front, 44MP Ultra-clear selfie Camera delivers high-def-
inition selfies with authentic details of people’s facial texture
and ornaments, enabling better image matting and background
gradient for selfies taken alone and in a group, especially when
people pose differently.

For the first time, OPPO has added Ultra Night Mode algorithm
in the front cameras. As taking selfie at night is a popular sce-
nario for young explorers, Ultra Night Selfie Mode guarantees
them to capture the facial clarity and brightness in dim light.
Moreover, the Ultra Dark Mode on rear camera makes photo
taking in the dark so much easier. When ambient lighting is
lower than 1 lux, Ultra Dark Mode will automatically turn on to
help you capture the scenes that human eyes could not see. Us-
ing NPU, the Ultra Dark Mode realizes Al algorithm accelera-
tion, challenging scenarios such as streets at night, which will
be perfectly captured.
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Mohammed Al Tayer

Vice Chairman of the Dubai Supreme
Council of Energy and MD&CEO of
DEWA

Has Covid-19 hrought any positive change
to the climate?

World Environment Day, which is celebrated on 5 June an-
nually, and focuses on biodiversity, is particularly signifi-
cant as climate change has become the most pressing issue
for the global community today. Its widespread effects and
consequences are already seen in our daily lives. Changing
weather patterns threaten food production and rising water
levels increase the risk of catastrophic floods or irreversible
changes in major ecosystems. They may also affect health,
agriculture, economy, society, and biodiversity among others.
The outbreak of the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic and
the consequent lockdowns, and cessation of air travel and
transportation, has seen a decrease in greenhouse gas emis-
sions around the world. Before the pandemic, global emis-
sions were expected to increase by at least 1% this year. But
the question remains: Are the continuous emission reduc-
tions on this scale enough to prevent global temperatures
from rising above pre-Industrial Revolution temperatures as
stipulated in the 2015 Paris Agreement to help achieve the
UN Sustainable Development Goals for 2030?

It is clear that people staying at home is in the interest of
Planet Earth. This may lead us to say that despite the cur-
rent pandemic, the consequent restrictions on unnecessary
travel and transportation and imposing full closures in some
countries have enabled us to see positive changes in Earth’s
climate.

Satellite images published by NASA and the European
Space Agency, show a decline in nitrogen dioxide emissions
in China in January and February during the quarantine pe-
riod. These emissions are mostly caused by the use of fossil
fuels.

To date, over 6,7 million Covid-19 cases have been reported
globally and the death toll has exceeded 393,000 since the
beginning of the spread on 31 December 2019.The UAE
reported its first Covid-19 cases on 16 January 2020 after
which the government kept a close watch over the situation
in order to reduce the spread. Aligned with the World Health
Organisation’s (WHO) announcement of characterising the
virus as a pandemic and similar to global efforts in crisis
management; the UAE decided to issue an order of move-
ment restriction in the form of the National Disinfection Pro-
gramme.

A number of countries have reported a decline in observed
pollutants and Greenhouse Gases (GHG) as they have en-
tered into partial or full lockdown mode. Studies investigat-
ing satellite images of various indicators of air quality such
as nitrogen dioxide have reported an average decline of 40%-
50% in the USA and China. Those emissions are normally
associated with economic activities and are fundamentally
related to transportation, power generation and industrial
manufacturing.

The International Energy Agency (IEA) reported a decline in
the global energy demand by 3.8% during the first quarter of
2020 and expects it to continue declining till 6%. IEA also
predicts the most significant year-on-year reduction in CO2
emissions ever of 8%.

Available satellite images from NASA of selected countries,
including the UAE, as well as mobility data reports gener-
ated by Apple Inc, show that the UAE exhibits similar trends
of declining emissions of nitrogen dioxide. This is seen in
satellite images which compare the month of April 2019 and
April 2020.

In the UAE, the observed results of reduction coincide with
the National Disinfection Programme, which controlled the
mobility of individuals within the country as illustrated in
Apple’s mobility data chart for the UAE. The findings illus-
trated in the report attached were found to be a decently high-
level representation of the expected Covid-19 environmental
impact on the UAE.

Studying the sectoral pollutants and GHG emissions can
potentially add further insights for detailed and localised
impact and analysis. Related data from competent stakehold-
ers such as Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA),
Roads and Transport Authority (RTA), and Dubai Municipal-
ity among others will quantify the potential impact.
Furthermore, collaboration with Mohammed Bin Rashid
Space Centre (MBRSC) could be enhanced to investigate
and develop potential methods of monitoring (by satellite
imaging and remote sensing) various air pollutants and GHG
emissions such as nitrogen dioxide or carbon dioxide emitted
from Dubai’s various economic activities.

In conclusion, I would like to emphasise that the positive
change the Earth’s climate is witnessing and the resulting
effects on the environment, require extensive action from
governments and countries. It also requires taking compre-
hensive and wide-ranging measures to exchange information
about changes in the carbon footprint and emissions, for a
bright future in which our future generations enjoy a clean,
healthy, and sustainable environment.

TikTok and UNICEF raise $200,000 during

Ramadan 10 provide qrilical assistance for
children during COVID-19

By ; Saber Mohamed — Mohamed Shawky

As COVID-19 continues to spread, UNICEF is on frontlines
around the world, working with responders, and providing them
with the information and resources they need to keep children
healthy, learning, and protected from sickness and violence.

In its latest challenge, #JoyofGiving, the leading destination for
short-form mobile video TikTok has galvanised its community
to raise awareness and funds for UNICEF’s mission.
According to recent UNICEF analysis, 99 per cent of children
and young people under 18 worldwide live in countries with
some form of movement restrictions in place due to COVID-19.
Like in any crisis, the young and the most vulnerable suffer
disproportionately. Urgent action today can ensure that children
don’t feel the impact of this crisis for decades to come.

The challenge, which ran during Ramadan, the month of giv-
ing, invited TikTok’s community of content creators to play a
part in donating towards a goal of $200,000 by participating
in 17 thought-provoking Live sessions. The campaign received
an overwhelming response with over 2.3 million views, easily
achieving the donation goal and raising $200,000, which will
be utilised by UNICEEF to deliver crucial resources to children
and affected communities across the MENA region, providing
much-needed relief.

Hosted on TikTok by a number of celebrities and regional con-
tent creators including Khaled Selim (@khaledselimofficial),
Carmen Soliman (@carmensoliman), Lekaa Elkhamissi (@
lekaaelkhamissi), and Raya Abirached (@rayaofficial), the in-
teractive sessions focused on UNICEF’s initiatives to provide
critical supplies for children as well as personal experiences
during COVID-19.
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