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By ; Adel Farig — Peter Nabil
Coinciding with the recent visit
by President Abdul-Fattah al-Sisi
to Japan to participate in the G20
Summit, held in Osaka at the invi-
tation of the Japanese Prime Minis-
ter, whose country holds the current
chairmanship of the Group, in the
light of Egypt’s presidency of the
African Union. The media center
of the Council of Ministers, Info-
grava reviewed the most important
information about the G20, as well
as the reasons for inviting Egypt
to participate in the summit of the
group, as well as highlight the most
important aspects of Egyptian-
Japanese cooperation, and finally
the most important indicators of the
Japanese economy.
Where Egypt received an invitation
to participate in the G20 summit, a
forum established in 1999, consist-
ing of 19 member states, in addi-
tion to the European Union, aims to
combine the economic systems of
developing countries and industri-
alized countries to develop global
policies to address Challenges and
stability in the global economy. The
group’s members are: USA, Cana-
da, Mexico, Britain, France, Italy,
Germany, Russia, Turkey, China,
India, Indonesia, Japan, South
Korea, Saudi Arabia, Argentina,
Brazil, Australia and the European
Union.

14.9 trillion dollars
The population of the G20 group
reaches 66% in 2018, while the

Visa Unveils Instaliment Payment Capabilities to Give Shoppers Simple and Fiexible Way to Pay

During President al-SisT's visit to Japan:
$ 880 million investments of 106 Japanese companies in Egypt with a
growth rate of 74%

Group’s exports to the world
reached 77.6%, amounting to 14.9
trillion dollars in 2018. The ratio of
the Group’s economy to the world
economy is 86.5% 2018, while the
gross domestic product of the 20
countries (GDP) § 73.3 trillion in
2018, while the voting power of
the Group (G20) in the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund to 78.1% in
June 2019, the voting power Of the
Group in the World Bank to 76% in
April 2019.

Achievements of Egypt
Egypt’s economic reforms and the
position of Egypt in Egypt are be-
hind this choice. Egypt has been
able to improve the investment cli-
mate thanks to its capabilities and
capabilities, as well as improving
its classification in international
reports, as well as taking serious
measures for reform. The liber-
alization of the exchange rate, the
steady increase in foreign exchange
reserves, the implementation of
many regulatory reforms, nota-
bly the new investment law and
the Companies Law. Egypt is also
a party to more than one hundred
BITs and its membership in several
organizations, World Trade Organi-
zation (WTO), COMESA and the
GAFTA are one of the most impor-
tant capacities that have increased
the opportunities for attracting for-
eign investment.

The role of Reddy in the continent
As for Egypt’s leading role in the
African continent, Egypt was one

nlaved a leading role in supporting
emerging and developing countries

of the founding countries of the
Organization of African Unity
in 1963, and in June 2008 Egypt
hosted the African Union Summit
in Sharm El-Sheikh. In July 2014,
the Egyptian Agency for Partner-
ship for Development As well as
the hosting of Sharm El-Sheikh for
the third consecutive year in 2018,
next to Egypt’s assumption of the
presidency of the African Union in
2019.

In the same context, the total vol-
ume of Egyptian exports to the G20
countries - excluding EU exports
- reached $ 13.7 billion in 2018.
The top six exports to the Group in
2018 are crude oil, fertilizers, fresh
fruits, Natural gas, carpets, floor

coverings, and ready-made clothes.
Egypt’s exports to Italy amounted
to $ 2,041 million, Turkey $ 2,004
million, the United States $ 1,718
million, Saudi Arabia $ 1,430 mil-
lion, Britain $§ 1,338 million, and
Japan $ 132 million.
Japanese investments

On the other hand, the volume of
Japanese investments in Egypt
reached about 880 million dollars
so far. The value of investments in
2017/2018 reached 162.1 million
dollars, compared with 93 million
dollars in 2016/2017, an increase of
74.3 The number of Japanese com-
panies investing in Egypt reached
about 106 companies with invest-
ments worth 360 million dollars.

The JICA office was established in
Egypt in 1977. Since then, JICA
has continued to cooperate with
Egypt in various sectors, notably
comprehensive and  sustainable
growth, poverty reduction and the
improvement of living standards,
And the development of the human
resources and the development of
the public sector. The Agency also
contributes to several projects in
Egypt, the most important of which
is the construction of the Grand
Egyptian Museum, the expansion
of the Suez Canal, the Jebel El Zayt
wind power plant, the first phase
of the Fourth Line, Upper Suez
Canal, a Lyra project to establish
the Egyptian Opera House, where
it is “JICA” one of the government
agencies responsible for technical
cooperation among Japan’s official
development assistance program
Improved investment climate
Hiroyoqed Ishigi, President of Ja-
pan’s JETRO Organization, praised
the investment climate in Egypt,
stressing that there are excel-
lent opportunities for investment
in Egypt and the aim of Japanese
companies to invest in order to
benefit both countries. “Egypt has
played a leading role in support-
ing “Satoshi Ozawa, chairman of
the Japan-Egypt Business Council,
also praised the Egyptian econo-
my, stressing that it has witnessed
steady growth as well as the stabil-
ity of the political climate.

As for the most important informa-

tion about the State of Japan, it is
divided into 47 provinces, and its
main cities and major provinces
(Tokyo-Hokkaido-Tohoku-Chubu-
Kyoto-Shikoku-Kyushu-Chugoku),
with a population of 126.4 million
By the end of September 2018.
Finally, in terms of the most im-
portant indicators of the Japanese
economy in 2018, the GDP at cur-
rent prices reached 4.97 trillion
dollars, a real growth rate of 0.8%,
and the average per capita income
of Japan annually 39.3 thousand
dollars, and the unemployment rate
And the total foreign direct invest-
ment reached $ 213.7 billion. Total
foreign reserves also reached $ 1.3
trillion, while total government
debt reached about $ 11.8 trillion .
Japan’s total exports reached 738.2
billion US dollars in 2018. The
main commodities exported are
20.9% - electronic products 20.4%
- machinery and equipment 20.1%
- iron 4.1% - plastics and their
products 3 , Followed by the Unit-
ed States of America (19%), South
Korea (7.1%), Taiwan (5.7%) and
Hong Kong (4.7%). %.

Japan’s total imports reached $
748.4 billion in 2018. The main
commodities imported are oil and
gas (23.3%), electronic products
(17.2%), machinery and equipment
(9,7%), medicines (3.4%), vehicles
, China (23.2%), the United States
of America (11.2%), Australia
(6.1%), Saudi Arabia (4.5%), South
Korea (4.3%

By; Nelly Ali

Visa is making it easier to provide
shoppers the ability to choose how
they pay before, during or after pur-
chase with the introduction of a suite
of Visa’s installment solutions APIs.
Through a pilot program, participat-
ing issuers and merchants will be able
to offer their customers an installment
payment experience at checkout using
a Visa card they already have in their
wallet.

With Visa’s installment solutions, Visa
cardholders will have the option to di-
vide their total purchase amount into
smaller, equal payments over a defined
time period on qualifying purchases, at
the store and online or while traveling
abroad .

“Visa’s installment capabilities are
changing the game by allowing issu-
ers to leverage an existing payment ac-
count consumers already have and are
familiar with, instead of asking them
to submit to a credit check, download
an app or open another line of credit,”
said Sam Shrauger, senior vice presi-

dent, global head of issuer and con-
sumer solutions, Visa. “We expect
installments to become a foundational
method of payment at checkout for
both domestic and cross-border com-
merce payment transactions.”

Visa is partnering with clients around
the world to pilot a variety of install-
ment use cases. CyberSource will be
a leading payment management plat-
form to support Visa’s installments ca-
pabilities for its participating merchant
clients and acquirer partners that uti-
lize CyberSource for global payments
enablement. In addition,

MakeMyTrip integrated with Simpl
platform and Kotak Mahindra Bank in
India, Alpha Bank, eMAG, ING Bank
Romania and PayU in Romania, Rus-
sian Standard Bank in Russia and Abu
Dhabi Commercial Bank and Mashreq
bank in United Arab Emirates are all
piloting Visa’s installments capabili-
ties.

Visa’s installment solutions aim to
simplify today’s friction-filled and
time-consuming installment process at

VISA

checkout for buyers and sellers. Online
shoppers today are typically presented
with an installment offer at the final
checkout screen. Consumers are then
required to sign up with a designated
provider, apply for a line of credit and
—if approved —use their funds toward a
given purchase. Each time a consumer
shops with a different merchant who
offers a different installment capabil-
ity, they need to complete the same
process again to obtain a new line of
credit.

Now, merchants can leverage card-
holders’ existing relationships with
financial institutions to provide Visa’s
installment solutions at the point of
sale — online or in store — through a
single API-based integration. This will
ultimately help merchants enhance
sales, improve customer loyalty and

overall cash flow, while offering their
shoppers a friction-free payment expe-
rience at checkout.

Globally, installments represented
$1.2 trillion in payment volume in
2017 and have been growing 15 per-
cent year-over-year, twice as fast as
credit cards. A recent study found
U.S. cardholders think installments
are helpful for budgeting (74%) and
alleviating the stress of making large
purchases (70%). In addition, three-
in-five (60%) of millennials in the U.S.
said that they are interested in point of
sale financing for large online pur-
chases.

While installments have been gain-
ing traction in the U.S., they have also
been a popular payment option inter-
nationally. In Brazil, an early-adopter
of installment payments, approximate-
ly 50 percent of all credit payment
volume is already on installments. In
Canada, 41 percent of cardholders sur-
veyed said they would consider using
install ment payments on purchases of
$500 or more .

Palo Alto Networks: 26% of users prefer to rely on artificial intelligence to manage e-security

By ; Shaima Hassan

A new study by Palo Alto Networks and the You-
Gov Research Foundation, which includes more than
10,000 people in the Middle East, Europe and Africa,
has revealed the most popular behaviors of new e-
security technologies such as artificial intelligence
and the role of these technologies in protecting their
digital lives.

The results of the study showed that just over a quar-
ter of respondents (26%) prefer to manage their elec-
tronic security based on artificial intelligence tech-
niques rather than relying on the manpower to do
so. Participants in Italy showed the highest level of
confidence in Al techniques (38%), while only 21%
of the UK population indicated that they preferred ar-
tificial intelligence technologies to humans to protect
their digital lives.

The study also pointed out that people who are more
open to artificial intelligence techniques have a posi-
tive view of the role electronic security plays in their
daily lives. Nearly one-third (29%) of those prefer-
ring to manage their e-security based on artificial
intelligence techniques said they feel that checking
the protection levels of their data has a significant
positive impact on their overall online experience,
compared to the overall average of 20 percent.
Commenting on the results of the study, Greg Dai,
vice president and chief executive officer of infor-

Al in L&D
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mation security at Palo Alto Networks, said: “Arti-
ficial intelligence technologies have already played
an important role in e-security and management is-
sues, with the ability to help detect and prevent cy-
ber attacks through It is indeed encouraging to see
a narrowing of the gap between electronic security
technologies that rely on artificial intelligence and
those managed by humans, as well as showing peo-
ple a more positive attitude toward E-security, which
comes with a greater preference for artificial intel-
ligence techniques, a trend that we hope will be em-
braced by more individuals in the future ... Human
beings in their nature avoid risk in general, but the
application of new innovations always needs to take
new steps, Taking responsibility for data loss and
seeking to maintain the security of personal data is

the first step towards ensuring that we use best prac-
tices at the level of our business, so participants need
appropriate education to enhance their sense of secu-
rity at Use the Internet “.

The survey also revealed divergent views on partici-
pants’ perceptions of the safety levels of IoT, such as
smart home appliances and wearable devices, with
38% of respondents believing the techniques safe,
but nearly 43% thought the opposite.

Other key findings of the study included Although
there is a gap between different generations in their
view of the preference for electronic security man-
aged by artificial intelligence techniques or not, these
differences are not very large, with the millennium
generation showing a slightly greater interest (31%)
compared to (23% ) Recorded by the boom genera-
tion.

People’s self-reliance to ensure the level of electron-
ic security required is a global trend, with 54% of
participants responsible for protecting their personal
data when using the Internet and The difference be-
tween the younger generation (aged 18-24) and the
older generation (55 years and older) is the most
prominent here, with only 43% of the younger gen-
eration responsible for protecting their personal data,
compared to 58% of the older generation population
Between 55 and above.

First offshore project in Kuwait since the early 1980s

By ; Wasem Emam

Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) and Halliburton (NYSE:
HAL) today announced the companies have signed an
Integrated Offshore Drilling Services contract for six
high-pressure high-temperature (HPHT) exploration
wells on two jack-up rigs in the Arabian Gulf. Through
Halliburton Project Management, the Company will
provide and manage drilling, fluids, wireline and per-
forating, well testing, coring, cementing, coiled tubing,
and all offshore logistical services. Additionally, Hal-
liburton will provide the offshore rigs and supply ves-
sels for the project.

“As part of KOC’s plan to increase production capac-
ity by charting new territory in Kuwait’s offshore re-

serves, our Company is pleased to announce that we
will be working on this ambitious project alongside
one of our closest business partners, Halliburton, who

will be assisting us through the provision of their many
years of experience in the field of offshore exploration
and production,” said KOC CEO Emad Mahmoud Sul-
tan.

“We are grateful for the opportunity to collaborate
with KOC and implement our integrated services and
innovative technologies to accelerate offshore devel-
opment, reduce drilling and completions costs and in-
crease recovery,” said Halliburton Eastern Hemisphere
President Joe Rainey.

The contract includes a 3-year term with a 6-month
extension option. Work will begin in mid-2020. The
expected start date for the first rig is July 2020 and the
second rig is January 2021.

47% nl people inthe META region woultl
give up social media to guarantee lifetime
data privacy, Kaspersky’s stutly says

By; Basel Khaled

Kaspersky’s recent report ‘the true value of digi-
tal privacy: are consumers selling themselves
short?’ has revealed that 47% consumers would
give up their social media accounts to guarantee
their data remains private for the rest of their
life. Fears surrounding protecting digital privacy
have made consumers more anxious about the
use and distribution of their personal information
on the internet. The report outlines how and why
consumers’ personal information is becoming in-
credibly valuable to them.

Social media services, like Facebook, Instagram
or Twitter, have become a significant part of our
lives and according to Kaspersky’s report, 88%
of people in the META region now use them. In
exchange for some data about their users, social
media platforms provide people with opportuni-
ties to express themselves, communicate with
their friends and families, as well as discover
news, ideas and trends without even leaving their
home.

However, despite these various benefits, some
would still opt out of social media if it helped to
restore their digital privacy forever.

The 17% who give away their personal informa-
tion to register for fun quizzes, such as what ce-
lebrity they look like or what their favorite meal
is would not be able to do so anymore. It may
be even more problematic, though, for the 43%
who would no longer be able to use their social
login details to quickly and conveniently author-
ize themselves on different websites or services.
Perhaps even more surprisingly, at a time when
the number of mobile phone users is rising 2%
year-on-year, 24% would be ready to wave good-
bye to their handsets altogether to guarantee their
data remains private for the rest of their life.
Social media today is at a stage where the quality
of the user experience heavily relies on a large
amount of personal information. Whether that
be financial, location, shopping patterns, eating
preferences or relationship status. It is, therefore,
perhaps no wonder that a nostalgic feeling of
seemingly forever-lost data privacy can come to
the fore.

Unfortunately, even sacrificing your entire social
media presence wouldn’t be sufficient to protect
digital privacy. It’s a process, not a one-time deal
that can be bargained for.

“Several years ago, people shared their private
information with social media services in ex-
change for various benefits, without even think-
ing about the potential threats and their conse-
quences. With a rising number of data leaks
around the world, we are seeing a new trend
amongst consumers. Many prefer not to have
certain facts about themselves revealed in public
and are paying more attention to the information
they share with online services. However, the
majority still doesn’t know how to protect their
digital privacy and would give up social media
to guarantee their information remains secure.
Keeping personal information safe — by regu-
larly updating social media account passwords
and using security solutions — will give consum-
ers more confidence in the security of their data
online,” comments Marina Titova, Head of Con-
sumer Product Marketing at Kaspersky.




By ; Nelly Ali — Adel Farig
Minister of Communications and
Information Technology Dr. Amr
Talaat stressed that digital trans-
formation is not the responsibility
of the Ministry of Communica-
tions and Information Technol-
ogy alone, but it is a participatory
responsibility among all sectors
of the state to make the transition
to digital society successful. The
Egyptian information structure
to achieve the integration of da-
tabases, which contributed to the
purification of lists of support to
supply and ensure the arrival of
the beneficiaries.

This came during a speech deliv-
ered by Dr. Talaat during a semi-
nar on “The Digital Economy,
Opportunities and Challenges”
organized by the Canadian-Egyp-
tian Business Council and the
Egyptian Business Council for
International Cooperation, in the
presence of Dr. Mohammed Al-
Assar, Minister of State for Mili-
tary Production, Engineer Moataz
Raslan, Former Ministers.

Dr. Amr Talat added that a num-
ber of projects are being imple-
mented in cooperation with the
State sectors in the framework

During his participation in the Canadian-Egyptian Business Council Symposium:
Minister of Communications: Digital transformation is a participatory responsi-
hility between different sectors of the state

of achieving digital transforma-
tion. These include: e-payment
project, access to all citizens’
benefits through the unified card,
the geographical link project
through digital map, He stressed
that 25 major government digital
services will be launched dur-
ing the current year in Port Said
city, to be distributed in the rest
of the governorates including the
comprehensive health insurance
system, the law enforcement pro-
ject, the unified service service in
the investment areas, Taxes for
tax justice, the e-Visa project, and
the automation of documentation
projects project.

Dr. Talaat explained that the
Ministry is working to increase
the number of branches of the
Ministry’s training institutes (In-
formation Technology Institute
and the National Telecommuni-
cation Institute) to 13 branches
by establishing 8 new branches
in universities. The ministry aims
to train 15,000 young people
and deepen their communication
skills Through the implementa-
tion of a number of training pro-
jects, including the establishment
of a digital training academy,

and the implementation of the
“Job Tech” initiative in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Social
Solidarity through Nasser Social
Bank to rehabilitate young people
for the labor market. Knowledge
in the new administrative capital,
which includes the establishment
of a specialized center for applied
research, the branch of the Insti-
tute of Information Technology,
and the National Institute of Tel-
ecommunications, in addition to
the study of the establishment of
a university specialized in the sci-
ence of communication and infor-
mation technology through twin-

ning with a university, Growth in
terms of entrepreneurial climate
and growth of emerging com-
panies in the Middle East and
North Africa. He added that the
Egyptian Post has begun to study
how to provide small and medium
loans for young people to set up
their projects through technol-
ogy and mobile applications. The
World Bank has launched an ini-
tiative in this regard.

Dr. Amr Talaat confirmed that the
Ministry has prepared jointly with
the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion and Scientific Research the
National Strategy for Artificial

Intelligence to be implemented
within 3 to 5 years. The Ministry
of Higher Education and Scien-
tific Research will conduct the
academic division, while the Min-
istry of Communications and In-
formation Technology will imple-
ment the application. In the fields
of health, agriculture and the en-
vironment, pointing out that the
strategy of artificial intelligence
includes three main axes, the first
data, where the importance of bal-
ance between protecting the per-
sonal data of the citizen and the
availability of a large amount of
data to enrich the artificial intel-
ligence industry The second is
to educate the community about
artificial intelligence and the so-
lutions it provides to different
sectors. The third axis is the infor-
mation structure to establish and
stimulate the industry and encour-
age companies to work using arti-
ficial intelligence technology.

Dr. Amr Talat also stressed that
the contribution of the ICT sector
in the GDP reached 4% during the
fiscal year 2018/2019. He pointed
out that a number of structural
and legislative reforms are being
carried out. The law of combating

IT crimes has been finalized. The
issuance of the Personal Data Pro-
tection Act, which is in its final
stages in the House of Represent-
atives in addition to the prepara-
tion of the electronic transactions
law; stressing that work is being
done to raise the efficiency of the
Internet in terms of speed and per-
meability and continuity; noting
that Egypt is scheduled to host the
events of the Conference (ITU-
R) in Sharm El-Sheikh in Octo-
ber, which will culminate in the
Sharm El-Sheikh Charter to regu-
late fifth-generation technology.
Dr. Talaat pointed to the imple-
mentation of a number of projects
including the project of remote
diagnosis and the establishment
of an Academy of Assistive Tech-
nology in the Smart Village to
adapt the technological solutions
in the empowerment of those
with special abilities, which is
scheduled to be transferred later
to Knowledge City. In addition to
the implementation of a project
to attract global technologies that
will enable people with hearing
and speech disabilities to obtain
emergency, ambulance and fire
services.

Telecom Egypt announces a new shift in internet services in Egypt

With maximum lift speeds and larger houguets:

( Tyntec and Ooredoo Announce Glohal
A2P SMS Partnership

By: Basel Khaled - Adel Freig

Telecom Egypt has announced the imple-
mentation of a new quantum leap in high-
speed Internet services in Egypt as part of
a huge project to develop the capabilities
of networks and improve the quality of
Internet services. During the first phase
of the project, which ended in June 2019,
To start at 30 megabits per second rather
than 5 megabits per second to enable
customers to enjoy the maximum speed
available by the network immediately
and for two months without any increase
in price. The company has also increased
the capacity of the packages offered to
customers in line with the new speeds
and quality of Internet services, and meet
the continuous increase in usage rates re-
sulting from increased speed. In the de-
sign of the new packages, the company
has taken care to provide the customer
with a commercial advantage so that the
customer gets the new speeds at a lower

price for the Gigabit compared to the cur-
rent prices.

Telecom Egypt has developed an inte-
grated work plan for the development of
infrastructure at all levels of the Republic
through the development and expansion
of the international network and the main
network and messaging networks as well
as the network of poverty, and the plan
was based on the expansion of the de-

ployment of smart assembly units MSAN
and fiber optic cables in parallel with the
efficiency Terrestrial network for all ex-
isting customers gradually.

Telecom Egypt has launched an intensive
work plan to compress the time of imple-
mentation of the infrastructure develop-
ment and network improvement project
for two years instead of four years, to
be completed in 2020. The company has
earmarked investments of LE17 billion
for 2019 and 2020, in addition to invest-
ments injected Already estimated at 26
billion pounds during the past five years
to total investments 43 billion pounds
since 2014.

Adel Hamed, Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer of Telecom
Egypt, said: “The development of the
infrastructure and the efficiency of the
main networks during the past year re-
flects our commitment to improve the
quality of service and the network in a

record time to achieve the satisfaction
of our customers. Infrastructure of the
company. The recent qualitative shift has
contributed to increasing the speeds of a
large segment of customers, and we are
still working to further build on the ef-
forts of Egyptian telecom operators who
have been instrumental in achieving this
great success with their diligence and
dedication in their work.

“The success of Telecom Egypt in
achieving this tremendous boom in the
field of Internet services strengthens its
leadership and leadership of the commu-
nications market in Egypt and the region,
thus contributing to changing the lives of
its customers in particular and the Egyp-
tian society in general. We are continuing
to improve and develop our network ac-
cording to the latest global technologies,
and a plan of action has been developed
to speed up the completion of this project
before the end of next year 2020.

MIT chooses Huawei as one of the 90 smartest comnames in the world

By ; Mohamed Ayman

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) has re-
vealed that Huawei is one of the 50 smartest companies
in the world for 2019.

MIT Technology Review selects the 50 smartest compa-
nies based on what companies have done over the past
year, the methods they have used and the achievements
they have made. The magazine assesses the core com-
petency of companies in emerging technologies and any
technological breakthroughs and innovations made by
companies for themselves or in their field or even the
world at large. Huawei was selected this year for its out-
standing innovation capabilities.

William Shaw, chairman of Huawei and chairman of the
Institute for Strategic Research, delivered a speech at the
China Summit of the 50 Most Innovative Companies in
the World 2019 selected by MIT Technology Review
to announce the list of the 50 smartest companies that
highlighted Huawei’s innovation strategy and approach.
“Over the past 30 years, Huawei has introduced techno-
logical and engineering innovations in the first place, as
well as innovations for solutions based on the needs and
expectations of customers, and we call this the first ver-
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sion of innovation.In the future, Huawei will seek to im-
plement the second version of innovation, And inventions
Which is driven by the company’s vision, is supported
by Huawei’s commitment to open innovation and com-
prehensive development, where open innovation refers
to the approach and willingness to innovate in collabora-
tion with global experts and all stakeholders, a process in
which resources and capabilities are shared. Innovation
and use by all human beings and industries, which will
brighten the future of the world and all areas of action.

The academic community is a source of theoretical break-
throughs and inventions, while industry leads the process
of progress by stimulating solutions to challenges, meet-
ing customer needs, and funding research by universities
and academia such as the prestigious Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT). Huawei will continue to sup-
port university and enterprise research and is committed
to exploring and identifying technologies that we expect
will be one of the important pillars in the future for all
processes in which information passes from information
creation, storage, computing, transmission, presentation
and consumption.

Since 2010, MIT Technology Review, the world’s most
influential media journal published by the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT), has published an annual
list of the top 50 global companies that adopt global
standards that combine innovative technologies And the
most effective business models. This year, MIT Technol-
ogy Review celebrated its listing of the 50 smartest com-
panies in the world in China for the first time. The list
included Chinese companies and international companies
with business in China.

By ; Wasem Emam

Small and medium businesses
(SMBs) are a backbone of any
economy as they contribute im-
mensely to the country’s GDP,
employment  generation and
exports. In UAE this sector
constitutes of over 94% of the
total businesses in the country.
While they have high potential
of growth, they are still ignorant
to the immense benefits auto-
mated accounting solutions can
bring. A recent report by Tally
Solutions and Kantar surveyed
194 SMBs across UAE who use
manual and excel for their ac-
counting purposes and found out
that 44% of them are not aware
of any business management
software.

The study was conducted among
business, where accounting is
done manually or using excel
in UAE across 3 broad verti-
cals of manufacturing, trade and
services. The key objectives of
the study were to determine the
awareness and perception to-

wards Business Management
Software, along with business
priorities, challenges and current
technology adoption.

82% businesses stated increasing
profit as their key business prior-
ity, providing better service qual-
ity (65%) and attracting and re-
taining customers were amongst
other key business priorities.
While talking about the key
business challenges monitoring
performance (43%) and financial
management (42%) were the key
business challenges.

To overcome these challenges,
Mr. Vikas Panchal Business

Head of Tally Solutions in the
Middle East, said, “It is impor-
tant that businesses adopt auto-
mated solutions to better organ-
ise, streamline, and automate
their financial operations. Auto-
mated accounting, for example,
will ease out the process of ac-
count maintenance. Additionally,
implementing such a system will
release them from time-consum-
ing processes brought about by
the current set-up; eliminate the
tedious paperwork and inaccu-
rate information; reduce human
errors; prevent cases of mis-
placed invoice and other docu-

ments; and result in lower costs
and higher savings.”

The study also gave insight on
the technology adoption of these
SMBs. According to the study,
the excel users have moved up
the technology curve and about
37% of the businesses have both
desktop and laptop which is sig-
nificantly lower for manual us-
ers. The alarming thing to notice
is that even though the awareness
is less, amongst those who are
aware of Business Management
Software only 45% businesses
have plans to adapt automation
for daily business operations.
Commenting on this Mr. Pan-
chal further added, “Leveraging
state-of-the-art but cost-efficient
business management software
is fundamental to the operations
of any businesses regardless of
their size. Adopting such a mod-
ern software program is especial-
ly critical given the VAT system
implemented by the government
since the start of 2018.”

“A high percentage of small

44% husinesses who maintain hooks of accounts manually or using excel are
unaware of any husiness management software

companies in the country is still
utilizing manual in-house ac-
counting system due to the pre-
vailing perception in the market
that this VAT-compliant system
is for larger companies only.
However, the fact is that even,
small enterprises need to even-
tually shift to an advanced ac-
counting system much like what
a number of major corporations
have done to achieve higher
business efficiency and produc-
tivity as well as guarantee cor-
rect and easy VAT compliance,
among other benefits,” he added.
Further, the findings show high
awareness among businesses
about common activities such as
accounting, billing, VAT filing,
and inventory management that
would require the use of account-
ing software. When asked about
the major benefits of using a
business management software,
manual users cite that it would
lead to automated accounting,
which would help ease out the
process of account maintenance.

tyntec

I By ; Pakinam Khaled
tyntec, a global cloud communications provider, today
I announced it has entered into an exclusive partnership
with Ooredoo Global Services, the wholesale arm of
Ooredoo, one of the world’s fastest-growing telecom-
munications companies. Under the agreement, tyntec
will provide A2P SMS services for a number of Oore-
I doo Group’s operating companies.
Mobile messaging in brand-to-consumer communica-
tions has become increasingly important. TMR Re-
I search forecasts that by 2025, the A2P SMS market
will reach USD86.53 billion. tyntec is at the forefront
of this growth. By partnering with Ooredoo Group,
the company is providing the fastest and most reliable
way for enterprises to reach consumers on Ooredoo
I networks across the Middle East and Southeast Asia
through a single provider. tyntec is also providing
Ooredoo with a safe way to monetize its extensive net-
work and meet subscriber needs to interact with busi-
nesses in the same way they do with their friends and
family.
The first roll-out of the partnership will begin in Q2
2019, when all international A2P SMS traffic to Indo-
I sat Ooredoo, Ooredoo’s operating company in Indone-
sia, will come from tyntec. This will replace all other
existing cross-border A2P SMS providers. tyntec will
I continue its roll-out to additional markets by working
with Ooredoo’s operating companies in Myanmar,
Oman and Tunisia.

| ISALEX19 Exercise Kicks-off in
Ahu Dhahi

By ; Adel Farig
I The International Security Alliance’s First Joint Ex-
ercise (ISALEX19) hosted by the UAE Ministry of
Interior (Mol) kicked-off yesterday (Sunday). The
exercise witnessed the participation of 50 representa-
tives from law enforcement agencies from the Inter-
national Security Alliance (ISA) countries including
members of tactical teams; swift intervention units;
and media, communications, civil defense and Explo-
I sive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) teams.
Described as a realistic experience that is one of its
kind in the world, the ISLAEX19 is based on unex-
pected scenarios where the teams of the ISA countries
will operate according to different security theories
and strategies in order to test the readiness of the
I international teams in facing security threats. The
exercise also aims to assess the tools, strategies and
I procedures developed by the ISA countries since the
paunch of the Alliance in 2017.
The first day exercises began with a sudden TV an-
nouncement of a security threat in a virtual country.
As per the set scenario, participants received reports
about a group targeting this virtual country with sev-
eral attacks. Participants from specialized teams were
deployed to chambers dedicated to the training field
I as per their specialties including security analysis
and tactics, risk management and operations, amidst
simulated attacks and threats.
Specialized task forces communicated the informa-
tion and news compiled about the attacks to field
commanders to enable the proper decision-making.
I Response to the threats was carried out based on the
security scenarios that have been adopted during the
I International Security Alliance’s workshops, which
provided proper training to ensure a joint participa-
tory actions to achieve the desired goals and promote
I prompt response and preparedness to such security
events.
Teams worked in perfect harmony in the Operations
I Room set up for this exercise, to come up with the
most appropriate security practices to respond to the
Lecurlty threat according to plans.
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