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Egyptian wins third place in Kaspersky' global Secur'IT contest

B y ; Basel Khaled - Mohamed El Kholy

Secur’IT Cup is Kaspersky’s global competi-
tion that brings together ambitious students
from across the world to work on fresh cyber-
security ideas, with the aim of helping to create
a safer future. Participants have the chance to
win cash prizes as well as experiences benefi-
cial to young technology enthusiasts.
This year, the competition was moved online
and brought together a record number of par-
ticipants — more than 1,700 young contestants
from all over the world. Paulo Fabri and Pedro
Fabri (team IP2) from Brazil won first place in
the competition with their project, titled ‘Cy-

ber Clue game’, which is a game designed to
increase general users’ awareness about cy-
bersecurity, while team AMCET from India
with their ‘AMCET: Android Malware Classi-
fication and evaluation with Threat Reporting’
project won second prize. Haythem Elnashar
represented Egypt in the global IT security-
focused competition, and his unique, highly-
secure digital signature solution secured him
the third place in the leaderboard, alongside
winners from the Kyrgyz Republic.

His competition entry’s topic was ‘highly-
secure digital signature using hybrid system
of zero knowledge proofs and GAN data hid-

ing with hardware acceleration’. As a Secur’IT
Cup 2020 winner, Haythem will gain access

to select cybersecurity and game development
conferences or a professional course of his

choice on one of the global MOOC (massively-
open online courses) platforms. Haythem Elna-
shar said: “Taking part in a global contest re-
ally challenges one’s thinking of the issues that
surround us today and pushes your creativity
to its limits. I look forward to building on this

success and continuing on the path of innova-
tion, and using technology as a force for good.
” Denis Barinov, Head of Kaspersky Academy
commented: “Secur’IT Cup is one of the Acad-

emy’s signature projects that bring together
young talents in cybersecurity from all over the
world. This year, we had to run the competi-
tion online. This has allowed us to extend the
boundaries of the competition, as well as ex-
plore new ways of collaboration and network-
ing among both contestants and participants.
This year we were able to bring students from
48 countries to this event, further fostering
global collaboration among young profession-
als in cybersecurity. The event will undoubt-
edly drive innovation in our field forward. I
would say that with this event we — literally —
did all we could to bring on the future.”

Hamed: Telecom Egynt wins the award for the fastest landline Internet in North
Africa from Ookia International

By ; Mohamed El Kholy

Telecom Egypt “WE” has successfully ]
captured the title of the fastest fixed lan-
dline internet in North Africa for the third
and fourth quarters of 2020 with average
speeds of 32.66 Mbps, according to what

NORTH
AFRICA’S
FASTEST

oping and modernizing the infrastructure.
For his part, Eng. Adel Hamed, Managing
Director and CEO of Telecom Egypt, said:
“Obtaining this title comes as a culmination
of great and continuous efforts to develop
infrastructure and improve the level of Inter-

work, the main network and messaging net-
works as well as the backbone network, and
strongly expanding the deployment of smart
collection units (MSANSs) and optical fiber
cables in parallel with raising The efficiency
of the terrestrial network for all users, and

was announced by Ookla®, the world
leader in the field of measurement and
which are
based on a careful analysis of the tests con-
ducted by users through the Speedtest®.

evaluation. Internet speeds,

FIXED

, net services in Egypt.” Corona crisis and the
NETWORK

accompanying unprecedented increase in de-
mand for Internet services Telecom Egypt has
made significant investments over the past
years to develop the infrastructure at the level

these efforts have contributed to a quan-
tum leap in the level of services provided
to individual and corporate customers of
the company by enabling the network to
absorb the unprecedented increase in data

The award for “WE” network confirms
Telecom Egypt’s keenness to support the

country’s digital transformation process
through continuous investment in devel-

of all governorates of the Republic by develop-
ing and expanding both the international net-

traffic and provide the best speed for the
fixed landline internet.

B y : Mohamed Shawky - Mo-
hamed El Kholy

Art is a powerful way of expressing
emotions, whether it be through a
photograph, pencil or paintbrush. It
is through these types of mediums
that we are able to represent our-
selves freely and unconventionally.
HUAWEI THEMES also provides
its users with the opportunity to ex-
press themselves through customis-
ing and personalising their every-
day mobile screens. With over 300
000 free wallpapers, themes and
fonts to choose from, HUAWEI
THEMES enables you to turn your
smartphone screen into a mobile
canvas.

It provides users with art in their
pocket through new mediums such
as moving backgrounds, instru-
ments and (of course) some of the
user’s favourite brands. Whether
you are one that is more prone to
abstract art, enjoy the sights of na-
ture, or someone that enjoys having
their favourite fantasy on-screen,

thetic for you. Staying ahead of the
curve If you want to add a bit more
flair to your phone, it’s important to
ensure that your Huawei device is
updated to the latest EMUI version.
In this way, not only will your de-
vice remain updated, but you will
also have access to new themes and
limited-edition wallpapers. A new
feature from HUAWEI THEMES
for select devices with EMUI 10 is
Always-On Display (AOD), which
allows you to customise your
phone’s lock screen to show time,
date, battery status, notifications
and more while the screen is off.

A new Morandi Style gradient
colour scheme for the time and
date text is now available, which
changes according to the different
times of the day such as morning,
daytime, evening, or night, as well
as new clock styles and widgets.
Indulge in some window shop-
ping Speaking of new themes and
options, by updating your device
to EMUI 10, you will also receive

THEMES’ newest feature.

Users can now test drive new paid-
for themes for free for five minutes,
before deciding if they want to per-
manently add them to their mobile
canvas. Here’s how it works: You
will first be provided with two
options: ‘Try for Free’ and ‘Buy
Theme’.

If you want to test drive the theme
first, select ‘Try for Free’, which
will prompt the Theme to start
downloading. After getting the
chance to experience the Theme for
five-minutes, a pop-up will prompt
you to either close or purchase the

indecisive about which masterpiece
you wish to purchase?

Luckily, HUAWEI THEMES al-
lows its users to view its most pop-
ular theme and font choices, if you
need a bit of inspiration. For all you
know, someone has already picked
a theme that will speak to you as
well! User favourites include: Ca-
volini, Hollow Out, Fantasy Fu-
ture, Hone, and Neon Dazzle Light
Particles. There are, of course, still
more choices to pick from other
popular theme categories like ‘Col-
ourful themes’, ‘Glow in the Dark’,
‘Functional Themes’, and ‘Editor’s
Choice’.

Content on the most popular
themes categories is updated every
second week — meaning you will
always stay updated on HUAWEI
THEMES’ user favourites, giving
you constant inspiration. Customis-
able watch faces too HUAWETI also
offers you the ability to bring your
own style and flair to your weara-
bles with HUAWEI Watch Faces,

HUAWEI Watch GT 2¢, HUAWEI
Band 4, or HUAWEI Watch GT 2.
Your self—expression can therefore
be showcased on both your mobile
screen and watch faces! Different
types of themes such as Luxurious,
Sporty, Comic, and Mechanical
are all readily available for down-
load for your Huawei watch. Go-
ing once, going twice, sold! After
doing some much needed window
shopping for your Huawei device
— whether phone, watch or laptop,
it will be time to make a decision
about which theme speaks to you
the most. Themes range from USD
0.33 to USD 5.31, but you can re-
ceive great discounts via Weekend
Specials, Crazy Wednesdays and
Spontaneous 95% Off Days.

With these discounts constantly
lurking, you could spend as little
as R1 on your new favorite theme.
Visit HUAWEI THEMES today,
and get browsing. You never know
what may catch your eye to cus-
tomise and personalise the art can-

HUAWEI THEMES has the aes-

exclusive access to HUAWEL  theme. Our Hall of Fame Feeling

available for such devices as the

DEWA launches ‘Hab Reeh’ interactive platform for seli-assess- 1
ment of photovoltaic solar system designs under Shams Dubai [

By ; Nahla Makled — Basel Khaled

Dubai Electricity and Water Authority
(DEWA) has launched the ‘Hab Reech’

interactive platform for self-assessment

of photovoltaic solar-system designs,

under the Shams Dubai initiative, which

enables building owners to install photo-
voltaic systems and connect them to DE-

WA’s grid. The move supports DEWA’s
smart transformation strategy.
Hab-Reeh (a term in Emirati dialect that

denotes speed, efficiency and positiv-

ity) helps consultants and contractors
evaluate Shams Dubai project designs

to ensure they are compatible with DE-

WA’s standards, before submission. The
interactive platform provides unlimited
design options for the user in addition
to a database of approved solar energy
equipment that includes over 150 types
from international manufacturers to help
them choose the most suitable equipment
and tools. DEWA has started training
engineers and technicians on using the
platform within its training programme

for engineers and technicians from con-

tracting and consulting companies.
“We work in line with the vision of HH

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Vice President and Prime Minister

of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, that the
smart government goes to the people and
does not wait for them to come to it. We

also follow the directives of His High-

ness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince
of Dubai and Chairman of the Executive
Council, to transform the Government

of Dubai into a fully digital govern-

ment and build an integrated, paperless

government framework. This is part of

the Dubai Paperless Strategy, launched
by His Highness to stop using paper in
all internal and external transactions

and with customers by December 2021.

Launching the Hab Reeh platform is part

of DEWA’s efforts to ensure that solar

photovoltaic systems in buildings are
designed and installed according to the
highest quality and the best international

standards, especially in light of the suc-
cess Shams Dubai initiative has made. By

the end of 2020, DEWA connected more
than 6,600 solar systems to its grid, with
a total capacity of about 260 megawatts

(MW),”

said HE Saeed Mohammed Al

Tayer, MD & CEO of DEWA.
DEWA provides a training programme
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for the accreditation of consultants and
contractors specialised in the installation
of solar systems on buildings under the
Shams Dubai initiative. The programme
includes theoretical and practical cours-
es that cover technical aspects related
to the installation of photovoltaic solar
systems, the technical requirements and
safety standards, and DEWA’s guidelines
related to the installation of photovol-
taic solar systems. DEWA has organised
23 training courses where a total of 770
engineers and technicians have received
certificates as Enrolled Electrical & Solar
PV Consultants & Contractors. This re-
sulted in 130 companies being enrolled to
work in the design and implementation of
Shams Dubai projects. These include 116
contractors and 14 consultants.
Information hygiene to build immunity
to vaccine disinformation

Since the beginning of the pandemic
there has been a huge volume of mis-
leading information and blatant con-
spiracy theories about the development
of COVID-19 vaccines. In response,
the European Union External Action
Service (EEAS) has published some
guidelines on ‘Building immunity to
disinformation’, or how to observe in-
formation hygiene during the Corona-
virus ‘infodemic’, as the World Health
Organization has described it.

The ‘vaccine scare’ has been present in
the undergrowth of the information space
for some time, successfully exploited
by disinformation actors, state and non-
state. In 2018, the American Journal of
Public Health published the findings of
a research, indicating that over 93 per
cent of messages about vaccines posted
on Twitter between 2014 and 2017 came
from malicious accounts, some of which
were linked to the infamous “troll fac-
tory” based in St. Petersburg, Russia.
The global pandemic has fuelled the

each other.”

of the vaccine.

in manipulative reporting,
related to the vaccine and

almost not lying.

adjusted, fine-tuned. The

of Stuff besides the Truth,”
reports.

spread of anti-vaccination disinformation. I
“These are highly complex topics that
encourage us to seek new information...
and at the same time are likely to evoke
emotions of curiosity, fear,
concern. Past research has shown, that a h
mix of ‘novelty” and emotions help false- I
hoods to spread nearly 6 times faster than
the truth,” the EEAS story says. “The
anti-vaccination messages can be used as
a wedge issue to sow discord, exacerbate
fear and social polarisation and above all,
to undermine trust in health and public
authorities, in science and media and in I

anxiety, and

In a separate story, the EUvsDisinfo pro-
ject points out that the disinformation on I
COVID-19 is part of a broader narrative
asserting that Russia fights the pandemic
more effectively than Western democra-
cies, boosting the credibility of the Rus-
sian-made Sputnik V vaccine and under-
mining that of other (Western) vaccines. I
Very often such messages are built
around a “kernel of truth” that make them
more believable and more difficult to call
out. For example, to discredit the Oxford/
AstraZeneca vaccine, Russian state-con-
trolled media took a part of a truth, name-
ly, that the vaccine was developed using
a chimpanzee viral vector, and rebranded I
it as “the monkey vaccine”
mock the vaccine producer, but also to I
arise fears about the safety and “purity”

not only to

Lately we saw the attention shifting to
the Pfizer vaccine, with some pro-Krem-
lin media outlets branding it as “the shot
of death”. Pro-Kremlin media engage I

selecting iso-

lated incidents of side-effects potentially

conjuring an I

image of a major disaster. It is the art of

“Any kind of medicine will have side ef-
fects; a large-scale vaccination project
with hundreds of thousands simultane-l
ously getting an injection will always
cause unwanted effects. These cases are
noted, analysed, studied; the methods for
administering the vaccine are developed,

pro-Kremlin

media distort, twist and exaggerate re-
ports from reputable media along the
“oath of deceptive disinformation”: The I
Half Truth, Little of the Truth and a Lot

EUvsDisinfo I

vas in your pocket

Arab Bank Group reports net profits of
$195.3 million for 2020 12% cash dividends

By ; Nahla Makled - Mo-
hamed El Kholy
Arab Bank Group closed

I 2020 reporting net income

after tax of $195.3 million as
compared to $846.5 million
in 2019, recording a drop of
77%. Group equity grew to
reach $9.4 billion.

The Board of Directors has
recommended to the share-
holders the distribution of
12% cash dividends for the
financial year 2020.

The year 2020 was challeng-
ing for the global and re-
gional banking sectors due to
economic contraction, higher
cost of risk, and lower inter-
est rates in addition to the
plunge in oil prices since the
outbreak of the pandemic.
The Bank entered the crisis
from a position of strength,
with stable credit quality
coupled with sound liquidity
and capital ratios. The drop
in profits is attributable to the
build up of higher provisions,
driven by the deterioration of
the macro-economic environ-
ment regionally and globally,
and to lower revenues from
interest and fee income due to
the Covid-19 pandemic and
to lower market interest rates
and weakening oil prices.
Group net operating income
is at $§ 1,007 million, 25%
lower than the prior period
as a result of a decrease in
net interest and commission
income, and the drop in the
contribution of the bank’s
associates in the Gulf. Cus-
tomer deposits grew by 7% to
reach § 38.7 billion as com-
pared to $ 36.2 billion, while
loans grew by 1% to reach
$26.5 billion as compared
$ 26.1 billion. The Group
maintained its strong and ro-
bust capital base with equity
of $9.4 billion and a capital
adequacy ratio of 16.8% cal-
culated in accordance with
Basel III regulations. The
Group enjoys high liquid-
ity with a loan-to-deposit
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ratio of 68.4%, while credit
provisions held against non-
performing loans continue to
exceed 100%.

Mr. Sabih Masri, Chairman
of the Board of Directors
remarked that the Covid-19
pandemic has had a material
impact on businesses around
the world and the econom-
ic environments in which
they operate. In an effort on
safeguard their economies,
governments and regulatory
authorities launched various
programs to mitigate the im-
pact of the crisis. He added
that the bank dealt with these
challenges while maintaining
its strong liquidity and capital
positions.

Mr. Nemeh Sabbagh, Chief
Executive  Officer, stated
that the Group took several
strategic initiatives to help
mitigate these unprecedented
economic and market condi-
tions, safeguarding its healthy
liquidity and capital ratios,
maintaining resilient asset
quality metrics, and scaling
up digital banking initia-
tives and channels across the
Group.

Mr. Sabbagh also highlighted
that the increased provisions
taken across the Group are in
accordance with the guide-
lines of International Finan-
cial Reporting Standard # 9,
and as per the bank’s internal
expected credit loss model,
and include general provi-
sions built due to the current
economic situation in Leba-
non.

UAEREP Launches Fourth Cycle and
Starts Receiving Project Proposals

By ;Mohamed EIl Kholy - Basel Khaled

The UAE Research Program for Rain Enhancement Science
(UAEREP) announced the launch of its fourth cycle at the
fifth International Rain Enhancement Forum (IREF), con-
vened virtually under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Presidential Affairs. Submissions are
open to innovative project proposals from across the globe.
The program offers a grant of up to US$1.5 million, dis-
tributed over three years with a maximum annual amount of
$550,000 for each winning research proposal in the rain en-
hancement field. Over its past three cycles, the program has
provided grants to nine ground-breaking projects that cov-
ered different fields related to rain enhancement and weather
modification research.

Interested academic institutions, research centers and other
relevant organizations can submit their pre-proposals from
24 January to 18 March, 2021, via https://apply.uaerep.ae
covering the following targeted research areas: Weather
modeling and forecasting using artificial intelligence and en-
semble modelling, evaluation of rain enhancement efficacy
through the utilization of cloud chamber and randomized in-
puts in statistical methods, innovations in rain enhancement
systems through the integration of new measurement and
numerical tools, and leveraging innovative rain enhance-
ment models, among others. Moreover, the program will
continue to support the areas targeted in the previous cycles
to allow awardees to achieve their research objectives.

Vice President and Head
of Ericsson West Africa
and Morocco

Ethics and integrity are the core
foundation of our husiness

Be it working on the latest tech, designing solutions for our
customers, or contributing to the next big innovation - we
are all committed to what we do at Ericsson. This commit-
ment is what makes us accountable and responsible to con-
duct our business responsibly. We work continuously to im-
prove and strengthen our business practices, with a focus on
building and maintaining trust, transparency and integrity.
Ericsson takes pride in being a responsible, relevant driver
of positive change within the communities and societies we
impact. To succeed, we must set a high standard for winning
business on merit, ability and fairness, and when needed,
remediate compliance-related risks.

Codes of Ethics

When we join Ericsson, we make a personal commitment
by signing our Code of Business Ethics (CoBE) document.
This is our guiding framework to be a trusted partner, to
conduct business responsibly and to remind us that every
action count.

Following our Code of Business Ethics in everything we do
is an oath we all take year-on-year to conduct ourselves and
do our business responsibly and to live up to our purpose of
empowering an intelligent, sustainable and connected world.
We create intelligent technologies that connect societies and
industries, driving positive change.

We require our business partners to commit to our standards
as defined in The Ericsson Code of Conduct for Business
Partners. This document outlines Ericsson’s expectations
and requirements in key areas such as anti-corruption, labor
and human rights, occupational health and safety, environ-
ment and climate change.

The Ericsson Code of Business Ethics and Code of Conduct
for Business Partners go beyond fulfilling a legal require-
ment. It is a commitment to do the right thing, the right
way, always.

I have seen this strong commitment being reflected across
Ericsson. This is what helps us attract talents and business
partners, which in turn inspires us to empower our people,
not just to make ethical decisions but also the right ones.
AfricalnMotion

Our #AfricalnMotion campaign is something that I often
talk about and take as an example. The key vision behind
the campaign was to drive our “accelerate Africa strategy”,
enabling social, technological and financial inclusion for a
young, dynamic and growing population. The foundation of
this vision lies in conducting our business responsibly so
that our end-users can benefit from the full potential of con-
nectivity and secure sustainable development.

Africa in Motion: Accelerating Africa’s digital future - Er-
icsson

The Effort

We have been making significant efforts to strengthen our
Ethics & Compliance program with policies, processes and
tools for preventing, detecting, reporting and remediating
non-compliance. We have therefore put our focus on four
areas:
* Leadership and culture
* Third party engagements
» Compliance and Investigation capabilities
« Internal controls

I have seen the quest of driving business responsibly being
followed and implemented in our daily work. That is why I
am proud to say that demonstrating strong ethics and integ-
rity is the cornerstone of our culture. These are as critical to
our business as technology and innovation.

Ethical business for us is not just about complying with le-
gal obligations. We are equally committed to ethical con-
duct and acting with integrity in how we interact with our
colleagues, customers, suppliers and other stakeholders,
and how we engage with the communities at large. After all,

it’s all about doing the right thing.
- g g g )
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To create distinguished technological cadres:

Talaat: Witness the introductory meeting of students of the first batch of the Digital

By: Basel Khaled — Mohamed EI Kholy
Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communica-
tions and Information Technology, empha-
sized that capacity building is one of the
most important axes of the ministry’s strate-
gy, which implemented an intensive and am-
bitious program to increase the number of
trainees, which contributed to the increase
in the numbers from 4 thousand in 2017 to
13 thousand in 2018 and then 25 thousand in
2019 until it reached 100 thousand trainees
In 2020.

He pointed out that the initiative of the digi-
tal builders of Egypt comes within the frame-
work of the ministry’s keenness to create a
base of distinguished technological cadres
to be able to implement the digital Egypt
projects that the ministry is carrying out in

It Builders Initiative

cooperation with all sectors of the state, and
in a way that enhances Egypt’s position on
the map of the communications industry and
digital technologies, explaining to It also
comes within the framework of the efforts
exerted to create job opportunities for youth
and increase the volume of digital exports
that are based on creativity and thought.

This came during the first introductory meet-
ing organized by the Ministry of Commu-
nications and Information Technology for
students enrolled in the spring semester of
2021, the first semester of the Digital Egypt
Builders Initiative. It is a grant from the state
for outstanding graduates of the Faculties of
Engineering, Computers and Information to
obtain a professional master’s in the fields
of artificial intelligence, data science, cy-
bersecurity, robotics and automation, and
digital arts, in addition to practical training
certificates approved by international com-

panies developing technology, in addition to
granting a certificate in Leadership and man-
agement skills, and other English language
skills; This is through a 12-month study pro-
gram divided into three semesters.

He attended the meeting activities; A num-
ber of leaders of the communications and
information technology sector, leaders of in-
ternational companies, the initiative’s part-
ners, and students enrolled in the first batch.
In his speech to the students of the first batch:
Dr. Amr Talaat explained that the ministry’s
strategy in capacity building aims to develop
in training in terms of quantity and quality,
by working with a hierarchical methodol-
ogy that begins with a broad base of young
people who receive rapid training on basic
skills to qualify them to deal with modern
technologies to help them master their work
through A training program implemented in
youth centers for 20,000 young people, and

4 //\\

then graduation in specialization with longer
training periods through programs to train
independent professionals to refine their
skills for effective competition in the labor
market, including the Our Digital Future
initiative and an initiative to cooperate with
the French Abita University for artificial
intelligence training; We are also working
on implementing the Misr Informatics Uni-
versity project in the Knowledge City in the
New Administrative Capital, in cooperation
with prestigious international universities,
to produce a new generation that achieves a
qualitative leap in the communications and
information technology industry.

Dr. Amr Talaat added that the Digital Egypt
Builders initiative comes at the top of the
pyramid, which is designed to prepare dis-
tinguished cadres that represent the van-
guard of generations of professionals with
experience and knowledge in all areas of

OPEC FUND

for International Development
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OPEC Fund Supports Post-COVID-19 African
Infrastructure With $50m Loan to Africa
Finance Corporation

By ; Mohamed El Kholy — Mohamed Shawky

The OPEC Fund for International Development (the OPEC
Fund) and Africa Finance Corporation (AFC) have signed
a $50 million loan agreement to help finance and build in-
frastructure needed for Africa’s post-COVID recovery. This
represents the first direct financing co-operation between the
two institutions.

This press release features multimedia. View the full
release here: https://www.businesswire.com/news/
home/20210127005070/en/

The proceeds of the 10-year loan to AFC will help address
the continent’s well-known infrastructure financing gap. The
loan will also support increased financial flows to Africa and
contribute to COVID-19 recovery efforts in African econo-
mies by freeing up government funds to meet urgent financ-
ing needs related to the pandemic.

AFC President and CEO, Samaila Zubairu said: “AFC has
been engaging development partners worldwide to find ways
that we can act in concert to mobilize the funds necessary
for Africa’s post-pandemic recovery and optimize efficient
deployment. This loan is in line with AFC’s effort to support
the development-vital infrastructure, from energy to trans-
port and commerce, and to return Africa back to the path of
sustainable growth and development. We are committed to
working with the OPEC Fund and other partners as critical
enablers of essential infrastructure development.”

OPEC Fund Director-General Dr. Abdulhamid Alkhalifa
said: “Africa’s urgent infrastructure financing needs have be-
come even more pronounced since the onset of COVID-19.
The pandemic has hampered economic growth and invest-
ment across the continent. Our support to AFC will help
provide sustainable financing for infrastructure development
to improve connectivity, transport, logistics, trade and the
creation of jobs. We look forward to a long and productive
partnership with AFC. By working with experienced region-
al partners, our development impact is amplified.”

AFC is a financial institution with 28 member countries, es-
tablished to provide financing and private sector-driven solu-
tions for infrastructure, natural resources and industrial pro-
jects across Africa. To date, AFC has invested over US$8.4
billion in projects within 35 African countries. The OPEC
Fund signed a cooperation agreement with AFC in 2017 and
this loan marks the beginning of collaboration on the ground.

BARQ Systems today announced that
it has become the first F5 Platinum
Partner in Egypt. Platinum status is the
highest level of certification in F5’s
Unity+ Partner Programme, which has
been specifically designed to address
the evolution of the market, F5, and
partner business models. The program
gives a clear path to success for serving

communication and information technol-
ogy required in the labor market to be able
to compete globally. He emphasized that the
initiative provides an integrated program
that includes academic study, practical train-
ing, linguistic and personal skills, in coop-
eration with major international universities
and specialized international companies, in
order to create an integrated array of skills.
During the meeting; Dr. Hoda Baraka, Advi-
sor to the Minister of Communications and
Information Technology for the Develop-
ment of Technological Skills, reviewed the
components of the Egyptian Digital Build-
ers initiative and its binding rules, in addi-
tion to the specializations of the initiative
presented in the first batch of the initiative,
the spring semester of 2021, which is sched-
uled to start on February 1.

The meeting also included reviewing the
role of international companies in providing
practical training and granting accredited
certificates, as well as the leadership and
management skills program and the English
language.

The initiative includes practical training for
students provided by the major international
companies developing the technology op-
erating in Egypt, namely, IBM, Cisco, and
VMWare; Microsoft, Amazon Web Services,
as well as an academic study to provide a
joint professional master’s degree through
international universities such as the Uni-
versity of Ottawa, Canada, and Ohio State
University, and partnerships have been con-
cluded with international bodies operating in
Egypt such as Dale Carnegie and Berlitz for
developing students’ personal, leadership
and language skills.

) BARQ Systems Becomes first Fo Platinum Partner in Egypt

I By ; Basel Khaled — Nahla Makled

exceptional to date, and their new sta-
tus gives us a strong platform to move
our relationship to the next level,” said
Nasser El Abdouli, Director of Channel
Sales for the Middle East, Turkey and

Africa at F5.

“In the past year in particular, our Egyp-
tian customers are demanding seamless,
rapid, secure and personalized experi-
ences. Together with BARQ Systems,

customers with F5’s best in class port-
folio of products.

BARQ Systems’ new status enhances
F5’s ability to deliver its services and
solutions across Egypt, which is one of
its most strategically important region-
al markets. “By attaining the highest
partnership level, we are able to better
deliver advanced F5 implementations
to our customers by providing the in-
dustry’s most comprehensive range of
application services. Together, we are
more focused and capable than ever to
help organisations unlock extraordinary
digital experiences,” said Mahmoud
Soliman, Founder, President and CEO
at BARQ Systems.

BARQ Systems is one of the Middle

East’s leading full turn-key Commu-
nication and Information Technology
(CIT) solutions providers. Established
in 1993, it has built its reputation as a
leader by implementing and maintain-
ing proven and scalable data and tele-
communication infrastructure solutions.
BARQ Systems is an operating unit
of Al-Dabbagh Group and forms the
group’s Communication and Informa-
tion Technology (CIT) Portfolio.

“BARQ Systems has thoroughly earned

its promotion to Platinum status. Our
joint track record in the region has been

we are in our best position yet to help
organizations get their apps faster and
more securely to market.”

F5 currently offers the most compre-

hensive range of application services
in the industry. This has been driven in
part several recent acquisitions.

In May 2019, it completed the acquisi-
tion of NGINX, which is a trusted open-

source leader in web and application

server technology, providing cloud-na-
tive support for container-based micros-
ervices environments and new applica-

tion services such as API Management

for today’s API-first applications. To-

gether, F5 and NGINX bridge the gap
from applications to infrastructure and
from developer to operations.

By ; Nahla Makled — Mohamed El
Kholy

As part of its ongoing effort to help
compliance professionals fight finan-
cial crime across the globe, ACAMS
will host its 4th Anti-Financial Crime
Conference — Africa beginning on
January 27th. This two-day, fully
virtual event will offer attendees a
chance to learn from leading anti-
financial crime officials and subject-
matter experts from Africa and be-
yond, including representatives from
the continent’s largest banking insti-
tutions and the financial intelligence
units (FIUs) of South Africa, Malawi,
Angola, Mauritius, Nigeria and Ken-
ya.

In addition to offering attendees the
opportunity to meet with their peers in
virtual networking sessions, the con-
ference will host panel discussions
on such pressing topics as mitigat-
ing the risks of emerging digital pay-

(" ACAMS' 4th Anti-Financial Crime Conference - Africa to Host Leading Compli-)
ance Experts on Region's Greatest Emerging Regulatory Risks

ACAMS™®

ment technologies, stemming illicit
financial flows from Africa, develop-
ing sustainable strategies to combat
corruption, fighting green crime and
identifying regional sanctions vulner-
abilities tied to Iran, China, Russia
and North Korea.

“Despite the pandemic-related chal-
lenges of the last year, African nations
have made great strides to protect the
region’s financial sector, and we’re
proud to say that this year’s lineup of

“Whether you’re incorporating anti-

speakers reflects a very real ongoing
commitment to root out illicit finance
in whatever form it takes,” said Scott
Liles, ACAMS president and manag-
ing director. “With their input, we’ve
put together some of our best panels
to -date to address compliance con-
siderations that can arise from cor-
ruption scandals, evolving regulatory
agendas and the growing internation-
al focus on green crime, among com-
pliance matters.”

fraud controls, applying a risk-based
approach to money laundering, de-
tecting and preventing human traffick-
ing, investigating suspected ransom
payments to terrorist organizations
or building an institutional culture to
combat financial crime, you’ll walk
away from this conference with ac-
tionable guidance to better shield your
institution from regulatory and repu-

By: )
Mohammed Amin

Sr. Vice-President — MERAT, Dell
Technologies

Will technology reinvent ‘the new
normal’ in 20212

2020 can only be described as an unpredictable year, and one
that brought with it, some of the most dramatic shifts we’ve
seen in the way we live and work. In a year of uncertainty,
it’s safe to say that technology was the one constant — the
platform that transformed the fundamentals of commerce,
healthcare, education and financial services across the world.
I’ve also always believed that disruption is a process that
plays out over time; sometimes slowly,

but completely and the pandemic proved this to be true. It
showed that it’s imperative for organizations to invest in a
holistic and strategic approach to respond to the pace of dis-
ruption. This investment calls for the convergence of tech-
nologies, to connect, collaborate and create new services that
will ultimately help weather disruption.

As we head into 2021, my conversations with our customers
and partners across the MERAT region are centered around
one common theme — how to transform for the long term.
2020 brought with it an accelerated pace of digital transfor-
mation, so the question we must ask is what are some of the
major opportunities and shifts that will dominate the busi-
ness landscape? And more importantly, can organizations
rise to take advantage of these market dynamics? Here are
the broad segments within technology that we expect will
play out in the year ahead.

1. Hybrid cloud for the hybrid workforce: A recent IDC sur-
vey showed that across the Middle East, Turkey, and Africa
region, at least one third of CIOs are planning to increase
their spending on cloud. Investments in cloud operating
models that span public, private and edge environments will
continue to grow, enabling rapid scale and management of
IT everywhere, with the security and visibility organizations
need to keep their data protected.

2. Edge opportunity comes into focus: The increase in re-
mote work and learning combined with data-powered smart
applications has meant that data workloads need to be man-
aged and analyzed in real-time at the edge. Across every
industry, organizations are now looking to edge technology
to improve agility and customer experiences. According
to IDC, the worldwide edge computing market will reach
$250.6 billion in 2024 with a compound annual growth rate
of 12.5% over the 2019-2024 forecast period. This means
we’ll see even more investments into simpler and faster to
deploy distributed technology infrastructure, particularly
within the education and healthcare sectors.

3. The promise of 5G: The pandemic may have slowed the
deployment of 5G networks in non-GCC markets, however
5G leaders in the GCC have continued to invest in the tech-
nology, and 5G activities in non-GCC countries are expected
to gather pace again from 2021 according to the GSMA.
Effective management of spectrum is key to maximizing
this opportunity, and mobile network operators will invest
in modern IT that “cloudifies” their network architecture —
bringing us closer to widespread connectivity and edge pro-
cessing made possible by 5G.

4. Intelligent PCs will make work and play more seamless,
intelligent and enjoyable: : A Dell commissioned Forrester
Consulting survey revealed that remote work is likely to
become the norm, with 67% of decision makers extending
remote working arrangements for some employees even af-
ter the pandemic, and 57% introducing more flexible work-
from-home policies. As people adapt to hybrid remote work-
ing models, technology will continue to evolve as well. We’ll
see a combination of Al, cloud and improved connectivity
merge to improve user experiences with devices. Al will
make PCs more seamless, customized and hassle free. Intel-
ligent software will help your device understand when you
do not want to be seen in a video conference and new apps
and services will continue to make collaboration easier and
more organic, and the systems we’re using will also start to
see upgrades in functionality.

5. Al disruption will unlock human potential: Technology
will enable a greater sense of connectivity in a time where
we’re working and learning further apart from our homes. Al
and automation will reimagine the division of labor between
humans and machines. In this region, Al, IOT and other new
interfaces are already changing how organizations and gov-
ernments operate, with the annual growth in the contribu-
tion of Al expected to range between 20-34% per year across
the region according to PWC, with the fastest growth in the
UAE followed by KSA. Al is also expected to contribute
over US$135.2 billion in 2030 to the KSA economy alone.
We’ll offload more thinking tasks to Al instead of just me-
chanical ones, leading to faster, deeper and more meaningful
insights than enables us to shift our focus to greater innova-
tion, purposeful work and human connections.

To conclude:

While 2020 has brought significant and unexpected change,
2021 will begin to shape a society that is more trustworthy,
empathetic, patient and flexible. I am optimistic and excited
about what the new year holds, especially as we see technology
play a fundamental role in strengthening the regional economy.
Digitalization will accelerate the transformation of key sectors
and help boost recovery over the coming year, as well as allow
for innovation to once again be central to the regional growth
agenda. In short, this is the year we will see technology have
a stronger impact on the world with the changes driven by a
stronger sense of purpose. It is this change in society that [ am
most excited about and which gives me a sense of hope and
optimism for what’s to come in 2021.

tational risk,” said Liles. )

— -/

Across Middle East and Africa;

Mastercard and Network International launch digital platform to accelerate digital payment adoption

By ; Mohamed El Kholy - Basel Khaled cash to secure the financial inclusion of more  ment, Digital Payments &, Middle East and
Mastercard, a technology leader in the global people. With limited card payment infrastruc- Africa, Mastercard.

payments industry, and its strategic partner, ture in some markets, mobile payment solu- “Our partnership with Mastercard is focused
Network International, the leading enabler of tions are ideal to help offer electronic transac- on rapidly growing electronic payment usage
digital commerce in the Middle East and Afri- tions to more communities — both in-store and  across our region and this initiative is a major
ca (MEA) region, have collaborated to launch online. foundational step in meeting that goal,” added
a new digital platform which will accelerate “Accelerated adoption of digital payments Paul Clarke, Group Head of Product & Inno-
the adoption of digital payments across the means more consumers and businesses are  vation, Network International. “We believe the
Middle East and Africa. enabled to benefit from a growing digital econ- launch of this platform is the first in a series
With this new digital platform launching in omy and a world beyond cash. Mastercard’s  of steps towards delivering simplified, collabo-
January, Network International will help its trusted, secure technology will be available rative payment solutions across the payments
clients to enable mobile-based payments for to more people through this digital platform  value chain in the Middle East and Africa. We
their consumers and merchants across various and we are very proud to activate this impor- have plans to grow the platforms’ capabilities
channels. Merchants will now have one sim- tant initiative with Network International as  so that we can help our joint customers, large
ple-to-use technology interface through which our long-term strategic partner,” said Gaurang  and small, accelerate the move from cash to
they will be able to accept multiple payment Shah, Senior Vice President, Product Manage-  digital solutions.”

types, ranging from USSD, Quick Response
(QR) to Standard POS and ecommerce, with
mobile money and Tap on Phone (technology
which allows merchants to accept contactless
card payments directly on their smartphone or
tablet) coming online later in 2021.

The solution will initially be launched across
40 African countries and extended across the
rest of Middle East and Africa in the coming
months.

Payment issuers and banks will be able to of-
fer their consumers state-of-the-art and easy-
to-use payment solutions including Digital
Wallets, Person-to-Person (P2P) Payments and
Virtual cards. Additionally, the platform lays
the foundation for financial institutions to sim-

plify access to a growing range of best-in-class
Mastercard products.

Across the Middle East and Africa, govern-
ments and NGOs are publicly supporting a
move to digital payments and less reliance on
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