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Moro Hub and Dell Technologies collahorate to deliver enterprise
cloud from the region’s first Green Data Gentre

always.

Moro Hub and Dell Technologies have a
long-standing partnership with collabora-
tion in numerous areas, including cyber-
security, Artificial Intelligence, big data
and analytics, and storage to support the
acceleration of the digital transformation
of government and private entities.

Fady Richmany, Senior Director and
General Manager, UAE - Dell Technol-
ogies said, “The UAE has placed great
emphasis on the growth of the digital
economy with the expected rollout of
more advanced technologies in 2021,
and we are pleased that our work with
Moro Hub in launching an enterprise
cloud and implementing secure com-
puting and data storage solutions will
contribute towards developing a digital
economy of the future. By transforming
the way IT operates, Dell Technologies
is helping Moro Hub to further develop,
automate and enhance essential func-
tions like cloud, security, machine learn-
ing, Artificial Intelligence, big data and

By ; Basel Khaled — Nahla Makled
Moro Hub (Data Hub Integrated Solutions [ese""
LLC), a subsidiary of Digital DEWA, the
digital arm of Dubai Electricity and Water
Authority (DEWA) as a part of Dubai 10X
initiative, and Dell Technologies have an-
nounced a new collaboration to deliver
an enterprise cloud from the region’s
first Green Data Centre. The two entities
signed an agreement framework on the
sidelines of GITEX Technology Week
2020, that will help accelerate the delivery
of cloud services in Dubai.

The Green Data Centre features a fully
managed and hybrid cloud solution, that
combines the simplicity and agility of the
public cloud with the security and control
of on-premises infrastructure.

Eng. Marwan Bin Haidar, Vice Chairman
of Moro Hub said, “At Moro Hub, we
have always been committed to offering
advanced digital solutions to our custom-
ers. Our collaboration with Dell Tech-
nologies is another step to accelerate our
efforts to ensure businesses in the region

Newly Appointed Chief Growth Officer at “CG Digital”
and New C00 Appointed at DMS

more. We’ve done this by aligning the
unique advantages of Dell Technologies
with VMware solutions, to deliver even
more value to Moro hub and provide
them with the essential infrastructure
they need to transform IT.”

“In addition, we also commend Moro
Hub’s vision for driving the develop-
ment of an environmentally sustainable
data center. At Dell Technologies, we are
constantly innovating to bring customers
greater energy efficiency through our so-
lutions, so we look forward to continuing
to work closely with Moro Hub to uncov-
er new ways that help compute more and
consume less, thereby reducing environ-
mental impact,” concluded Mr. Richmany.
Moro Hub, one of Dubai’s 10X enablers,
is a next-generation data hub that pro-
vides cutting-edge solutions to its clients
and creates opportunities now and in the
future. Its mission is to contribute to the
digital transformation of society by lev-
eraging its expertise, capabilities and al-
liances.

experience a faster performance with their
operations focusing on efficiency, perfor-
mance, and reliability. It will also help
them reduce complexities and meet their
growing digital needs and manage high-
performance operations. Our partnership
with Dell Technologies in the past has
been incredibly positive and fruitful, and
we are confident that through this new

collaboration, we can now offer a robust
and stronger support structure to custom-
ers across the region. As the backbone of
Digital DEWA and an enabler of Dubai
10X, Moro Hub helps reinforce the digital
transformation initiatives of government
and enterprise clients. Such support is
critical to the growth and development of
any entity in a world that keeps changing

OPPO announces Color0S 11 0f-

The number of new malicious files detected every

By ; Saber Mohamed — Adel Faeig
Aligned with Choueiri Group’s ongoing
growth and expansion plans, Chairman and
CEO - Pierre Choueiri, recently issued an
announcement outlining the launch of the
Group’s latest Initiative “CG Digital”.
The circular announcement addressing the
Group’s various stakeholders, including
staff, media partners and publishers, as
well as its advertising partners, focused
on the rationale behind the creation of the
new initiative, as well as its intended role.
It also contained details pertaining to two
key leadership appointments, as per the fol-
lowing:

“As our industry continues to face rapid
changes, the need to adopt agility becomes
more important than ever before. At Choue-
iri Group, we have remained focused over
the last decade on establishing the full po-
tential of our digital arm “DMS”. While our
efforts have succeeded in injecting a new
culture across the Group; where the knowl-
edge and appreciation of digital has been
instilled across all of our functions, com-
panies, and regions; we now need to push
even further ahead.

While Publisher representation remains at
the core of what we do, our positioning
needs to be extended to capture the accel-
erating market shifts caused by the recent
economic, political, and pandemic crises.
As leaders in the media representation space,
we take pride in reacting swiftly to remain
relevant to our industry and strengthen our
value proposition.

Azelio receives grants of 2.5 MSEK from the Swed-

ish Energy Agency and Region Vastra Gotaland

By ; Nahla Makled - Saber Mohamed
Azelio has been awarded a grant of 2 MSEK
from the Swedish Energy Agency to dem-
onstrate the impact of long-duration storage
on energy resiliency as well as to show the
benefits of the heat that the system deliv-
ers. Additionally, the company has been
granted 0.5 MSEK from the Region Vistra
Gotaland for a research project on product
enhancements with Sweden’s independent
research institute RISE.

The demonstration project aims to show
how Azelio’s TES.POD® can be used to
achieve energy resilience and reliability in
locations where alternative solutions are
expensive and large amounts of renewables
could be integrated into the energy mix.
The project will also show the benefits of
the 55-65-degree heat that the system de-
livers in parallel with electricity. It aims to
demonstrate the commercial attractiveness
of the system as a whole and to prove the
market acceptance and business potential
for energy storage in rural areas.

In on-grid areas across the globe, energy
resiliency has been given an increasing
amount of attention in recent years. At

~

Choueiri

Traditionally, brand building has served as
the main driver of our industry. But today,
performance has become equally important.
This is evident from the rise of e-commerce,
which has surged as a result of the pandem-
ic. This transformation will only continue
to become more prevalent into the future.
Within this context and looking ahead, the
Group has started to channel investments
into four key areas: Content and Creative,
E-Commerce, Performance and Data, as
well as our Consultative and Servicing ca-
pabilities. To ensure the success of these
functions, we envision them, together with
DMS, becoming a seamlessly consolidated
single operation: “CG Digital”. This initia-
tive will be spearheaded by Michel Malk-
oun, who will transition from being Chief
Operating Officer (COO) of DMS to be-
coming the Chief Growth Officer (CGO)
on a group level of CG Digital. DMS
meanwhile, will fall under the leadership of
Ziad Khammar as Chief Operating Officer
(COO). He will also continue to simultane-
ously lead “Spread”.

~L

% AZELIO

emergencies such as during larger bush and
forest fires, the need for energy resiliency
becomes obvious as water pumps, water
treatment plants, communication installa-
tions, hospitals and other vital infrastruc-
ture comes under risk of being cut off. The
project will be carried out during 2021-
2022 at Haneberg Farm, in the municipal-
ity of Eskilstuna in the region of Sérmland,
Sweden. Although the project will demon-
strate the need for storage in the Swedish
context, it will have high similarity with the
needs in other regions such as California
and Australia.

The company has also been awarded a 0.5
MSEK grant from Region Vistra Gotaland
for a research project with RISE Institute,
related to Azelio’s storage and its heat
transfer system. The research collaboration
aims to add functionality and reduce costs.

tay increases by 9.2% to 360,000 in 2020

By ; Mohamed El Kholy — Mohamed
Shawky

In 2020, an average of 360,000 new mali-
cious files were detected by Kaspersky per
day—an increase of 5.2% when compared
to the previous year. This was influenced
mostly by a large growth in the number of
Trojans (malicious files capable of a range
of actions, including deleting data and spy-
ing) and backdoors (a specific type of Trojan
that gives attackers remote control over the
infected device): a 40.5% and 23% increase
respectively. These were the trends found by
the Kaspersky Security Bulletin: Statistics of
the Year Report.

Kaspersky’s detection systems discovered
an average of 360,000 new malicious files
every day over the past 12 months—18,000
more than the previous year (a 5.2% in-
crease) and up from 346,000 in 2018. 60.2%
of those malicious files were non-specific
Trojans. In general, the percent of Trojans
detected increased by 40.5% when com-
pared to the previous year.

There was also a noticeable increase in the
number of backdoors detected, as well as
worms (malicious programs that self-repli-
cate on your system), written on the Visual-
BasicScript language and usually belonging
to the Dinihou malware family.

On the decline is adware (programs that

L]

bombard you with advertisements), which
experienced a 35% decrease when compared
t0 2019.

The vast majority of malicious files detected
(89.80%) occurred via Windows PE files—
a file format specific to Windows operating
systems. At the same time, the number of
new malware related to Android operat-
ing systems declined by 13.7%. Given that
many people were working and studying
from home, most likely on computers and
laptops, attackers appear to have shifted
their focus to these devices. There was also
a 27% increase in the number of different
scripts—sent via malicious email campaigns
or encountered on infected websites, which
could, once again, reflect the fact that people
spent more time on the Internet and attackers
attempted to capitalize on that fact.

By ; Nahla Makled — Mohamed Shawky
Steve Wozniak’s handwritten schematics
and programming instructions for a proto-
type of the Apple II home computer sold for
$630,272, according to Boston-based RR
Auction.

The documents consisting of 23 total pages
of work-in-progress notes and diagrams for
the Apple II breadboard, which includes
Five pages of circuit schematics and notes
on sheets of graphing paper , Six photocop-
ied pages headed “Bus Sources,” “System
Timing,” “Display,” “Sync Timing & Adr.
Gen,” and “Timing,” featuring several an-
notations. And A 12-page handwritten pro-
gramming instruction guide consisting of 28
detailed steps.

As Woz hand-wired the Apple II prototype,
he meticulously added notations, circuit
changes, and programming notes to these
remarkable working pages. These docu-

\

(" Steve Wozniak's handwritten schematics and program-
ming instructions for an Apple prototype computer sold for
more than $630,000 at auction

ments not only helped change computers
from building-sized behemoths to friendly
desktop devices but likewise ushered in the
personal computer revolution in April 1977.

Accompanied by a signed letter of prov-
enance from Wozniak: “These documents,
circa 1975, are my original Apple II proto-
type schematics and programming instruc-
tions. They are precious. On these work-
in-progress diagrams, you can even see my
breadboarding technique, where I’d go over
drawn connections in red as I soldered the
wires in. At the time, I favored using a pur-
ple felt tip pen for writing, so it’s interesting
to see these notes decades on. The prototype
was hand-wired while I was still an engineer
at Hewlett-Packard’s Advanced Product Di-
vision, where I was involved in the design of
hand-held calculators.”

“Steve Wozniak’s historic schematics and
notes truly represent the genesis of main-
stream personal computing that changed
how the world forever works, plays, and
communicates,” said Bobby Livingston, Ex-
ecutive VP at RR Auction. The winning bid
for the schematics came from a private col-
lector who wishes to remain anonymous.

A fully operational Apple-1 computer head-
lined the Apple-themed auction with a rare
original box, signed by designer Steve
Wozniak which sold for $736,862.
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Advanced safety technologies and innovative air sterilization solutions

Haier Group Launches the Latest Advanced General Electric Air Conditioners in Egypt

By ; Basel Khaled — Saber Mohamed
General Electric Appliances, a US brand and a
Haier company, launched a range of state-of-
the-art air conditioners equipped with innova-
tive and exclusive technologies in the Egyptian
market during a ceremony that gathered a
group of the company’s officials.

The event is a new start for the Haier Group in
Egypt after being known in the home applianc-
es sector since it broke into the Egyptian mar-
ket a year ago through Haier Electric Company.
The company has introduced innovative and
unique products including; TVs, fridges, and
washing machines. Through these products,
Haier proved its success in achieving the com-
plicated equation of providing sophisticated,
reliable, and guaranteed products at reasonable
and competitive prices.

Thanks to its tremendous innovation and de-

velopment capabilities, Haier has been able
to rank first worldwide in the home appliance
industry for 11 consecutive years. Meanwhile,
Haier also ranked high on the World’s 50 Most
Innovative Companies list released by the US-
based Boston Consulting Group.

Before it arrived in Egypt, Haier became the
No.1 appliances company worldwide thanks
to its sales to 300 million households in 165
countries. Moreover, its innovations and prod-
ucts have won more than 170 international
awards while its brand became the world’s
11th most prestigious brand.

Haier’s strategy adopts tremendous innova-
tions and solutions that benefit from modern-
day technology means, especially the Internet
of Things technologies. Haier managed to
back its innovations thanks to an open global
network that includes more than 1 million

scientists, researchers, inventors, and experts
around the world. They helped the company
obtain 8987 patents so far, in addition to other
patents amounting to about 14,000 patents un-
der registration.

In light of providing the Egyptian consumer

with the latest global technologies in air condi-
tioners industry, General Electric a Haier com-
pany decided to introduce 25 air conditioners
in Egypt, including 8 conditioners that will be
launched for commercial operation in malls,
hospitals, companies’ headquarters, banks, and
other commercial establishments, in addition
to 17 conditioners to be launched for domestic
consumes.

It is worth noting that General Electric air con-
ditioner has topped the global sales for four
consecutive years.

Haier Group to inaugurate a new factory in
Egypt, which was established in partnership
with Raya Holding for Financial Investments,
as part of its keenness to consolidate its pres-
ence in Egypt and inject further investments.
The factory will be inaugurated in January
2021.
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By ; Basel Khaled — Adel Farig
OPPO, the leading global smartphone brand, today an-
nounced the rollout for the Official Version of ColorOS
11 (based on Android 11) in Egypt. The brand has re-
cently unveiled ColorOS 11 globally, as one of the first
Android 11 based OSes, the company is now able to
roll out the stable official version in only two months.
OPPO Find X2 Series, OPPO Reno3 Series and OPPO
A93 are currently receiving ColorOS 11 updates in
Egypt, while OPPO Reno4 Series will start receiving
the official update starting from Dec. 24th.

ColorOS 11, with its “Make Life Flow” concept,
maintains the beloved stock Android features while
also providing the rich UI customization sought by
OPPO users. It offers an unprecedented level of Ul
customization to help users unleash their imagination
and personalize their experience. Users can essential-
ly create their own Always-On Display, theme, color,
and wallpaper, as well as fonts, icons, and ringtones.
ColorOS 11 also enhances stock Android’s Dark
Mode with three color schemes and levels of contrast.
Meanwhile, OPPO Relax 2.0 lets users create their
own white noise mix while also offering an extensive
and immersive collection of sounds from cities around
the world.

Talking about the Official Version rollout, Eve Han,
OPPO Egypt’s Brand Director said, “ColorOS 11 re-
ceived tremendous feedback from users and devel-
opers alike since its launch in September. We have
worked closely with the Android team on evaluating
inputs and bugs for the Official Version rollout from
thousands of users worldwide and are pleased to roll-
out the official version first globally for our Egyptian
users.”

OPPO has been working in close collaboration with
Google to realize quicker launch and updates for
ColorOS 11. Its launch followed on the heels of Goog-
le’s Android 11 announcement, and now ColorOS 11
is one of the first mobile OSes to announce an Official
version based on Android 11 in Egypt

EuroMeSCo launches call for
trainers to build up think tankers and
researchers’ skills and capacities

By ; Nahla Makled- Mohamed El Kholy

As part of the project “EuroMeSCo: Connecting the Dots”
co-funded by the European Union and the European In-
stitute of the Mediterranean (IEMed), a Call for Trainers
has been launched. Selected trainers will conduct Euro-
MeSCo Workout courses foreseen between March and
July 2021 to build up research skills and capacities of
think tankers and researchers from the EuroMeSCo net-
work, as a matter of priority.

The online training sessions will tackle Policy Recom-
mendations: The Key to Influence ,Policy Papers: Do’s
and Don’ts , Foresight Techniques for Research and
Think Tank Work , Infographic Design Basics and Me-
dia Workout: how to be impactful in TV, radio or press
interviews.

In order to apply, candidates are invited to complete the
online form and submit their application before 8 Janu-
ary 2021.



The Knowledge Hub Pioneers Innovative Digital Learning Experiences in Eyypt with Help of Aruba Technology

By ; Basel Khaled — Mohamed Shawky
The Knowledge Hub Universities is a multidisciplinary edu-
cational hub hosting branches of world-class universities,
each to participate with undergraduate courses in their areas
of strength, providing an intellectually stimulating, enrich-
ing, and credible educational experience. TKH has deployed
state of the art wired and wireless networking technology
from Aruba, a Hewlett Packard Enterprise company. The so-
lution enables utilisation of the latest digital learning tools
and connected campus security systems. It offers a conveni-
ent ‘Guest Portal’ for rapid, secure and controlled internet
access and delights users with seamless roaming across the
campus. Network performance issues or negative feedback
from staff and students have been eliminated and the sys-
tem enables seamless centralised management of networks
across the entire campus.
TKH was established with the purpose of offering quality
learning experiences, through the development of sustain-
able world-class educational institutions with state-of-the-
art facilities to maximize community impact. The institution
aims to be a hub for world-class education in Egypt through
the use of cutting-edge digital learning tools, delivered in a
convenient, secure and reliable manner.
“Our flagship initiative has been setting up a multidisciplinary
educational hub that host branches of leading international
universities, delivering the same academic programmes of-

Access Points (APs).
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fered at their mother campus and thus leading to the same,
exact qualification and degrees. Providing students with the
same quality of experience is pivotal to this, and technology
is a fundamental enabler of these world-class experiences,”
explained Hossam Ismail, IT Network Lead.

Recognising that mobility and pervasive connectivity would
be essential to implementing the innovations they intended
to roll out at the University, TKH’s IT team selected Aruba
as their networking technology partner. “We needed excep-
tional wireless coverage across the entire campus,” said Is-

mail. “To protect the digital identities and activities of our
students and staff, security was also a key requirement and

Aruba was a clear industry leader in both these areas. We will

be introducing several internationally acclaimed educational

institutions to the region and need to ensure our environ-
ment is flexible, scalable and built on open standards. Aruba

ticked all these boxes.”

Starting with the first phase of TKH, consisting of different

buildings with more than 60 classrooms, 20 lecture halls &

workshops and 250 staff offices as well as recreational facili-
ties and common areas, Ismail and his IT team worked close-
ly with Aruba to implement Layer 3 switching and wireless

“We selected Wi-Fi 6 capable solutions because as a Univer-

sity, we are constantly introducing the very latest innova-
tions to ensure our students & staff have rapid access to the
cutting-edge digital technologies,” said Ismail.
To deliver secure access for professors and admin staff while
providing convenient wireless connectivity for visitors and
guests, and to facilitate bring your own device (BYOD) for
students in a controlled and uncompromisingly secure man-
ner, the University implemented Aruba ClearPass. Ismail
and his team also decided to leverage Airwave Network
Management to centrally monitor and manage the entire net-
work so that the quality and integrity of services could be
maintained at consistently high levels.
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Games, LEGO and K-pop topped chil-
dren’s search requests ahead of Christ-
mas2020

Faten elkholy -Basel khaled

Kaspersky Safe Kids experts have analyzed anonymized
children’s search requests duringthe month of November —
a time when kids usually make their Christmas wish lists.
The most popular game is Roblox and the most desired toy
is LEGO, while bands BTS and BLACKPINK are the top
music requests.

With Christmas fast approaching, people around the world
are making preparations for the big day. Bearing in mind
that key ‘stakeholders’ of this holiday are children, it can be
hard for some parents and family members to come up with
the ultimate gift ideas. Kaspersky recommends that parents

Mavenir's End-to-End Solutions for
Multi-Generation Mohile Networks,
Ideal for African Continent
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By ; Basel Khaled — Mohamed Shawky
Mavenir, the industry’s only end-to-end cloud-
native Network Software Provider for Communi-
cations Service Providers (CSPs) is geared up to
provide end-to-end solutions for mobile networks
in the African Continent. Mavenir’s multigenera-
tion solutions (2G through 5G) deliver a cost effec-
tive and technology advanced supplier alternative
to transform the mobile infrastructure in the region
and to expand coverage even in the most remote
rural areas.

In the Mobile Core, Mavenir brings its market
leading, virtualized software for core networks,
providing basic and advanced services, as well
as its legendary messaging capabilities, based on
[P Multimedia Systems (IMS), as well as its Con-
verged Packet Core solution, capable of scaling
both up and down, and providing a very solid and
reliable infrastructure across all the mobile genera-
tions. Mavenir’s Mobile Core includes the 5G Core
with ability to slice network services and relies on
Mavenir’s Web-Scale Platform that brings the lat-
est container technologies to reality and provides
agility and speed to market.

In addition, Mavenir’s Access and Edge offers its
OpenRAN solution to increase coverage and to
quickly and cost effectively deploy, especially for
African rural areas. With the recent acquisition of
ip.access, already deployed in Africa, Mavenir now
offers Multi Radio Access Technology (MRAT)
particularly suitable for countries where 2G and 3G
are still dominant as mobile technologies. The Ma-
venir OpenRAN solution increases flexibility, agil-
ity, speed of rollout and helps to decrease costs by
using commercial off-the-shelf (COTS) hardware
and new innovative virtualised and open solutions.
“We are proud to be able to provide such flexible
solutions specifically targeted to African countries
and to provide innovative software that transforms
the mobile network economics, all while deploying
technology with greater flexibility, greater efficien-
cies, and more agility as a full end-to-end Network
Software Provider,” said Pardeep Kohli, President
and CEO at Mavenir. “Mavenir has been and will
continue to be committed to bringing transforma-
tive innovation and technology to the telecommu-
nications space leveraging our long history and ex-
perience in virtualized network solutions.”
Mavenir is committed to world-wide deployment
and with its cloud-native solutions, to work with its
customers to project them to the future, while de-
creasing the risks and increasing the cost effective-
ness where mobile services are critically needed.

life by 2030, consumers predict

By ; Basel Khaled — Mohamed El
Kholy

Consumers expect connected technol-
ogy to become more flexible and inter-
active going forward and see devices
enabling more proactive, and even
creative choices in a wide range of eve-
ryday life situations by 2030.

The tenth edition of the Ericsson Con-
sumerLab 10 Hot Consumer Trends
report highlights consumer predictions
about the various roles that connected
intelligent machines could take on go-
ing forward. Each of these roles could
be seen as new service areas, opening
a range of opportunities for 5G service
providers to gradually extend intelli-
gent networks to their customers.

At Ericsson Research, our vision is that
advances in Al and cellular commu-
nications technology will enable con-
nected intelligent machines to securely
communicate across the networks of
tomorrow. In the process, they could
make the world more responsive to
consumer needs than ever before, giv-
en that consumers predict intelligent
connectivity to enable services that go
way beyond the mobile broadband ex-
periences of today.

Based on long-standing global trend
research, the ConsumerLab 10 Hot

Consumer Trends 2030 report repre-
sents the expectations and predictions
of 50 million early technology adop-
ters across 15 major cities.

In this study, respondents rated 112
connected intelligent machine con-
cepts, ranging from a human-centered
to a more rational perspective. The re-
sult is an overview of the 10 roles con-
sumers expect connected intelligent
machines to take in everyday life by
2030. Each trend in the report depicts a
specific role that such machines could
take.

Dr. Michael Bjorn, Head of Research
Agenda, Ericsson Consumer & Indus-
tryLab, and author of the report, says:
“] was surprised to see that consumer
expectations on smarter connectivity
are higher than for any other connected

intelligent machine type. The Connec-
tivity Gofers trend includes predictions
that devices will intelligently adapt to
any signal, with use of cellular, Wi-Fi
and fixed connectivity being seamless,
as well as smart signal locators that
guide users to spots with optimal cov-
erage even in crowded areas.”

“This points to opportunities for 5G
service providers to gradually extend
intelligent networks to cover a whole
range of new services for their custom-
ers, and each of the machine roles we
present in this report could be seen as a
whole new service area.”

“The Community Bots trend, for ex-
ample, highlights the role machine
intelligence could take in providing
much needed community services.
The Explainers puts forward the idea
that all connected devices need to
be able to explain themselves to us-
ers, and Sustainability bots focuses
on the increased need for localized
intelligent climate advice going for-
ward.”

“What all of these potential services
have in common is that they rely on
intelligently communicating across
devices and thus puts the networking
aspect even more in the front seat than
today.”

KENUP Foundation: EIB Launches EUR 90 Million Africa
Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Initiative

By ; Saber Mohamed — Basle Khaled
The European Investment Bank today launched the first
ever scheme to strengthen local production of Active Phar-
maceutical Ingredients in Africa and scale up drug manu-
facturing essential to improve public health. The EIB’s new
EUR 50 million pharmaceutical investment initiative, initi-
ated together with KENUP Foundation, will contribute to
reducing dependency on drug imports and address medical
supply chain weaknesses linked to COVID-19.
The programme will improve availability of specialist
drugs and tackle supply chain challenges that currently
damage public health across Africa. This new initiative is
aligned with World Health Organisation goals and the re-
cently announced cooperation between the EIB and WHO
to combat COVID-19 and strengthen health system resil-
ience to better face future pandemics.
Scaling up pharmaceutical investment in Africa will help
to protect millions of people from disease and disability
and strengthen resilience to ongoing and future pandemics.
“Accelerating high-impact pharmaceutical investment
across Africa is crucial to improve public health, address
medical supply chain weaknesses and unlock long-term
economic development. The European Investment Bank is
pleased to launch the first ever-financing initiative to scale
up local production of Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients
in Africa. This scheme has been designed with African and
global experts and builds on the EIB’s unique global tech-
nical experience and financing expertise supporting health
and innovation investment.” said Thomas Ostros, Europe-
an Investment Bank Vice President.
“COVID-19 has highlighted how public health in Africa is
vulnerable to global supply chains and dependent on in-
ternational production. Increasing local specialist manu-

facturing of Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients will help to
improve the public health of millions of Africans. This new
initiative demonstrates how specialist pharmaceutical and
financing expertise can create jobs and a better future for
Africa.” said Dr Mariangela Batista Galvdo Simao, World
Health Organisation Assistant Director- General responsi-
ble for Access to Medicines and Health Products.

The Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients financing initia-
tive was formally launched earlier today with participation
of representatives from the European Investment Bank,
World Health Organisation, EDCTP, Global Access in Ac-
tion at Harvard Law School and KENUP Foundation. Ken-
yan-based non-profit APIFA (API for Africa) contributed
their expertise throughout the process of establishing this
financing facility and will act as a non-exclusive promotor
to the facility.

should look carefully at kids’ top interests on the internet to
be sure that the presents they buy are what their children re-
ally want this year. According to Kaspersky’s recent analy-
sis, based on anonymized metadata voluntarily provided by
users of Kaspersky Safe Kids, children showed most inter-
est in several areas in November.Games, music, shops and
shopping, toys, cartoons, services and platforms, characters,
hobbies and activities, and game consoles were the most
popular categories. The top three out of these interests are
games (44%), music (14%) and shopping (10%).

Children who looked for games on the internetshowed most
interest in Roblox (23%), Among Us(21%) and Minecraft
(20%). Other popular gamesare Gacha Life (16%) and Fort-
nite (11%).

Surprisingly, despite the new generation consoles which re-
cently went on sale, Nintendo Switch topped kids’ searches
(42%), while PlayStation is in second place (36%) and
Xbox is third (22%). The most wanted games for Nintendo
Switch console are Mario, Animal Crossing and The Leg-
end of Zelda: Breath of the Wild.

K-pop music, which has rocked the charts in recent years,
is still very popular among children all over the globe.
Almost half of ‘music’ requests are comprised of ‘K-pop’
(48%) and dominated by two favorite bands: BTS (58%)
and BLACKPINK (42%). Kaspersky experts recommend
parents consider checking out K-pop merchandise shops for
clothing, supplies for school or some cute souvenirs, or to
even purchase a Korean textbook if a child is really keen on
Korean culture.

Last but not least, toys are still loved by kids. Notably,
LEGO accounted for 51% of ‘toys’ requests, followed by
Barbie (22%), Playmobil sets (11%), L.O.L. Surprise! dolls
(8%) and 5 Surprise Mini Brands (8%). With regard to chil-
dren’s obsession with LEGO, they usually search for spe-
cial editions of LEGO depending on their favorite game or
character. Most desired LEGOsets are dedicated to Among
Us (even though it’s not on the market yet), Harry Potter,
Star Wars, Ninjago, Technic, City, Friends and Minecraft.

Ericom Software Continues Glohal Expansion
with Key Investments in the Middle East Lever-
aging Oracle Cloud Infrastructure

By ; Mohamed El Kholy — Saber Mohamed

Ericom Software, a leader in Zero Trust cloud cyber-
security solutions and a member of the Oracle Partner
Network (OPN), today announced an expansion of its
Ericom Global Cloud platform data center presence in
the Middle East to support growing demand for Ericom
Shield Remote Browser Isolation (RBI). These invest-
ments expand local access to Ericom’s globally distrib-
uted, multi-tenant cloud platform for all organizations
in the region. The rate of cyberattacks using malware
designed to exploit web browser vulnerabilities has
been dramatically accelerating. These types of web and
email based attacks use zero-day malware embedded in
the content of websites to deliver ransomware, exfiltrate
data, disrupt operations, and more. Ericom Shield RBI
prevents 100% of web-based attacks by executing web
content in a remote, isolated cloud -based container,
sending only safe rendering information to a device’s
browser. When users interact with the websites they are
completely safe since no web content is ever executed
directly on their devices. Two of the latest data centers in
the Middle East, in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, and in Dubai,
UAE, are deployed in Oracle’s Cloud Infrastructure
(OCI), a market-leading platform capable of elastically
increasing compute capacity and processing to accom-
modate changing data traffic needs.

“Ericom’s growing data center footprint in the Middle
East is important for a number of reasons,” said Ravi
Pather, Ericom Vice President, Europe and Middle East.
“Meeting local data residency and sovereignty require-
ments means that that cloud-based services must retain
data and logs in the region. Having multiple Points of
Presence (PoPs) also allows us to deliver the perfor-
mance and resiliency enterprises expect.”

By ; Mohamed El Kholy- Nahla Makled
The International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) and the National Cybersecurity Author-
ity (NCA) of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
have entered into a strategic partnership and
launched a global programme on “Creating
a Safe and Prosperous Cyberspace for Chil-
dren”.

The programme will foster innovative poli-
cies, ensure upgrading of skills, promote
global dialogue and strengthen global efforts
to implement the ITU Child Online Protec-

The new strategic partnership aims to develop
and implement child online safety policies
among governments, industries, and civil

societies to increase skills development and
knowledge sharing with all rel-

stakeholders, including children

their families. It will do so by cre-
ating a national, regional and in-
ternational set of measures and
programmes that will ensure
child online protection while

empowering children with the

necessary cyber skills to fully

benefit from the online envi-
ronment.

tion (COP) Guidelines, launched in June 2020. “Ensuring children’s online safe-
ty has become more pressing than
ever before,” said ITU Secretary-
General Houlin Zhao. “This new global

ITU and the National Cyhersecurity Authority of Saudi Arabia:

programme strengthens the partnership be-
tween ITU and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
to reduce online crimes targeting chil-
dren and provide parents, teach-
ers, educators and children
with the necessary safety
digital skills to face online
risks. ITU appreciates
the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia’s commitment to
protecting children in
cyberspace, as represent-
ed by the Crown Prince
initiative for Safe Children
in the Cyber World.”
Khalid Al-Sabti,

evant
and

child online protection.”

Gov-

ernor of the National Cybersecurity Author-
ity (NCA) of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
noted: “Creating a safer and more secure
cyberspace while empowering children is a
top priority for us, in line with H.R.H Crown
Prince Mohammed Bin Salman’s Global Ini-
tiative for Safe Children in the Cyber World —
announced earlier this year during the Global
Cybersecurity Forum (GCF). We worked
hand in hand with ITU to design this com-
prehensive global programme and we are an-
ticipating a meaningful impact on increased
international cooperation and coordination on

The partnership will contribute to ITU’s mis-
sion of ensuring cybersecurity at the inter-

launch a new global programme to keep children safe online

national level. As a result, governments will
benefit from child online protection policies
based on the new 2020 COP Guidelines and
other tools developed by ITU and COP part-
ners. “This is a landmark collaboration to ad-
dress child online safety at the global level,”
said Doreen Bogdan-Martin, Director of the
ITU Telecommunication Development Bu-
reau. “While promoting connectivity and the
use of digital tools by children, the global
programme sponsored by the National Cy-
bersecurity Authority (NCA) of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia will help ITU and partners of
the Child Online Protection initiative to build
capacity and empower national stakeholders,
including children, with digital safety skills.”
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