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By ; Faten El Kholy

through its work worldwide.

Cubic provide wide range of solutions and
products supports the digital transformation
and financial inclusion, at the same time these
products aligns with the country’s plan to turn

into a cashless society.

“We are so happy and proud to announce our plan
to enter the Egyptian market, as it has a great base and
strength points” said Waleed Saeid Cubic Co-Founder and
Vice President for technology “ The Egyptian market which

contains about 100 million citizens create millions of oppor-
Cubic Information Systems —one of the leading technology  tunities and we believe that Egypt will be our starting point
providers regionally- announced opening its office in the
Egyptian market. The plan based on the great oppor-
tunities the market witnesses and the domestic

digital transformation strategy. Depending on
accumulative experience the company earned

to expand to Africa, Middle East and Worldwide.”
Egyptian information technology and com- -
munication sector achieved about 108 ¥'
billion EGP with 15.2% growth rate 4 =
despite the exceptional circum- £

Cubic To Join The Egyptian Market:

Manager.

T‘

stances due to Covid-19 pan-

demic.

ITU Radiocommunication Sector forges ahead with
efforts to promote gender equality, equity and parity

By ; Nahla Makled — Mohamed El Kholy

At the World Radiocommunication Seminar,
ITU launched NOW4WRC23, an initiative to
encourage and empower more women to par-
ticipate actively at the next World Radiocom-
munication Conference (WRC-23).

The main objectives of the NOW4WRC23 ini-
tiative are three-fold: to strive for gender bal-
ance among delegates, to prepare women
delegates in key roles for WRC-23,
and to grow the ITU women’s com-
munity in terms of contributions 4
to the crucial conference and the
technical field of radiocommu-
nications, in general.

With three years remaining until
the main event, NOW4WRC23
aims to start building capacity as
early on as possible in the WRC
preparatory process.

An official declaration to promote

gender equality, equity and parity in the
work of the ITU Radiocommunication Sector
was adopted during the last World Radiocom-
munication Conference (WRC-19), held last
year in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt.

The Declaration highlights the need to ensure
that women participate actively and meaning-
fully in all activities of the ITU Radiocommu-
nication Sector (ITU-R) to effectively advance
its work.
During the Radiocommunication Advisory
Group (RAG) which met virtually earlier this
year, a Correspondence Group on Gender (CG-
Gender) was set up for the implemen-
tation of the WRC-19 Gender
Declaration and for the drafting
of a possible RA-23 Gender
i . Resolution. Mrs Lucia Luisa
A%y La Franceschina, Chair of the
\ RAG Correspondence Group
on Gender pointed out that
it is open to participation by
any representative of an ITU
Member state, ITU-R Sector,
including SME or Academia,
Member or ITU-R Associate and
that active participation is strongly
encouraged. Amongst its mandates, CG-
Gender will be supporting the ongoing work of
the NOW4WRC23 to enhance and maximize
the effectiveness of this initiative.

Nokia and Telefonica find 5G to he 90% more

enerygy

ol

By ; Basel Khaled — Nahla Makled
A new study by Nokia and Telefonica has
found that 5G networks are up to 90% more
energy efficient per traffic unit than legacy 4G
networks.

The research comes hot on the heels of De-
veloping Telecoms’ virtual panel discussion
on Making 5G Sustainable, in which we gath-
ered several thought leaders to explore the im-
pact that 5G will have across other industries
in terms of energy efficiency.

Conducted over a three-month period, Nokia
and Telefonica’s research focused on the pow-
er consumption of the Radio Access Network
(RAN) in Telefonica’s network. The rollout
of 5G networks is set to increase traffic dra-
matically, making it critical that the energy
consumed does not rise at the same rate. The
findings highlight both companies’ commit-
ment to climate change.

Extensive testing examined eleven different
pre-defined traffic load scenarios that meas-
ured the energy consumed per Mbps based
on the traffic load distribution. The results
highlighted that 5G RAN technology is sig-
nificantly more efficient than legacy technolo-
gies when it comes to energy consumption per
data traffic capacity with several hardware
and software features that help to save energy.
The study, which utilized Nokia’s AirScale
portfolio, including AirScale Base Stations
and AirScale Massive MIMO Active Antenna
solutions, combined actual on-site base sta-
tion energy consumption readings in differ-
ent traffic load scenarios, ranging from 0%
to 100%, as well as remote monitoring of ac-
tual power consumption through the network
management systems.

5G is a natively greener technology with more
data bits per kilowatt of energy than any pre-
vious wireless technology generation. How-
ever, 5G networks require further action to
enhance energy efficiency and minimize CO2
emissions that will come with exponentially
increased data traffic. There are several en-

ergy-saving features at the radio base station
and network levels, such as 5G power-saving
features, small cell deployments and new 5G
architecture and protocols, which can be com-
bined to significantly improve the energy ef-
ficiency of wireless networks.

Both companies are aligned with the ambition
of limiting global warming to 1.5 Celsius. In
2019, Nokia delivered zero-emission products

to over 150 customers worldwide and is com-
mitted to decreasing emissions from its opera-
tions by 41% by 2030. 46% less energy was

used on average in the customer base station

sites Nokia modernized in 2019 compared to

those where its customers did not modernize.

“the great opportunities here in

Egypt as a part of digital transfor-

mation and government plans give

technology providers the green light to
invest heavily in the domestic market” he
pointed “we are so optimistic as we started to work

closely with our partners to manage their products depend-
ing on our smart solutions, which give them more efficient

and effective use” pointed Ahmed Samy Cubic Country

He said that Cubic assigned MOUs with its partners from

P Q-‘ . financial and banking sector as a part of their plans

to digital transformation.
: He added that the company aims to spread
&_.1.,& adopting smart solutions to reach wider range

of the Egypt, keeping in mind that financial
inclusion rates in Egypt are 33% meanwhile
the mobile subscribers are more than 93 mil-
lion and 50% of those users have internet ac-

cess. This could be a very good base to design

financial products cope with the raising needs of

these users. And at the same time this kind of solu-

tions may help clients to deal with financial institutions
easily and seamlessly.

Cubic considers the Egyptian market is a starting station to ex-

Advanced Persistent Threats in 2021: new threat an-
gles and attack strategy changes are coming

By ; Saber Mohamed - Mohamed El
kholy

Kaspersky researchers have shared their
vision on Advanced Persistent Threats
(APTs) in 2021, laying out how the land-
scape of targeted attacks will change in the
coming months.

The turmoil experienced in 2020 will
bring along many structural and strategic
changes, not just in our daily lives but in
the realm of targeted attacks too, not in
the least due to the now broadened attack
surface. New attack vectors, such as the
targeting of network appliances and the
search for 5G vulnerabilities, will happen
alongside multi-stage attacks and positive
actions against activities enabling cyberat-
tacks, such as zero-day sales. The forecast
was developed based on the changes that
Kaspersky’s Global Research and Analysis
Team (GReAT) witnessed during 2020 and
have been published to support the cyber-
security community with some guidelines
and insights.The latter, along with a series
of industry and technology threat predic-
tions, have been created to help prepare for
the challenges that lie ahead. APT threat
actors will buy initial network access from
cybercriminals One of the key, and poten-
tially most dangerous, trends that Kasper-
sky researchers anticipate is the change in
threat actors” approach to the execution of
attacks. Last year targeted ransomware at-
tacks reached a new level through the use
of generic malware as a means to get an
initial foothold in targeted networks.
Connections between these and well-es-
tablished underground networks such as
Genesis, which typically trade in stolen
credentials, were observed. Kaspersky re-
searchers believe that APT actors will start
using the same method to compromise their
targets.

As a result, organizations should pay in-
creased attention to generic malware and

perform basic incident response activities
on each compromised computer to ensure
that generic malware has not been used as
a means of deploying more sophisticated
threats. Other targeted threat predictions
for 2021 include: More countries using
legal indictments as part of their cyber-
strategy.

Kaspersky’s previous predictions of ‘nam-
ing and shaming’ of APT attacks carried
out by hostile parties has come true, and
more organizations will follow suit. Ex-
posing toolsets of APT groups carried out
at the governmental level will drive more
states to do the same, thereby hurting ac-
tors’ activities and developments by burn-
ing the existing toolsets of their opponents
in an effort to retaliate.

More Silicon Valley companies will take
action against zero-day brokers. Following
the scandalous cases where zero-day vul-
nerabilities in popular apps were exploited
for espionage on a variety of different tar-
gets, more Silicon Valley corporations are
likely to take a stance against zero-day bro-
kers in an effort to protect their customers
and reputation. Increased targeting of net-
work appliances.

With remote work, organizational security
has become a priority, and more interest to-
wards exploiting network appliances such
as VPN gateways will emerge. Harvesting
credentials to access corporate VPNs via
‘vishing’ remote workers may also appear.
Demanding money “with menaces”.

DeathStalker: a detailed look at a mercenary APT group that tar-
gets husinesses in the Middie East

Faten Elkholy

Kaspersky researchers have published a de-
tailed overview of DeathStalker, a ‘mercenary’
advanced persistent threat (APT) group that
has been leveraging efficient espionage at-
tacks on small and medium-sized firms since
at least 2013.

DeathStalker is presumably a hacker-for-hire
group that targets victims from around the
world further signifying the size of their op-
erations. Despite their global targeting, this
group focused in targeting Middle Eastern
countries. Kaspersky has seen increased ac-
tivity in the United Arab Emirates, Lebanon,
and Turkey. Experts have also noticed that
DeathStalker uses spear-phishing emails to
target governments, capital markets, fintech,
law firms and particularly SMBs.
DeathStalker is a unique threat group which
mainly focuses on cyber-espionage against
law firms and organizations in the financial
sector. The threat actor is highly adaptive and
notable for using an iterative toolset, mak-
ing them able to execute effective campaigns.
Based on Kaspersky’s analysis, the group po-
tentially started in 2013 and is still active with
evolving techniques.

“DeathStalker is a prime example of a threat
actor that organizations in the private sector
need to defend themselves against. It will
continue to impact organizations in the Mid-
dle East and even those organizations that are
not traditionally the most security-conscious
need to be aware of becoming targets too. Its

persona-based tactic is what sets it apart from
the rest of the APT groups and at Kaspersky
we urge businesses in the Middle East to stay
vigilant of this threat.” Said Maher Yamout,
Senior Security Researcher at Kaspersky.
Recent research enabled Kaspersky to link
DeathStalker’s activity to three malware
families, Powersing, Evilnum and Janicab,
which demonstrates the breadth of the groups’
activity carried out since at least 2013. While
Powersing malware family has been traced by
Kaspersky since 2018, the other two malware
families have been reported on by other cyber-
security vendors. Analysis of code similarities
and victimology between the three malware
families enabled the researchers to link them
to each other with medium confidence.

Our experts at Kaspersky have noticed that

these cyber-mercenaries use interactive so-
cial engineering to target users. The attacker
doesn’t only send a phishing email with the
hopes that the target will open it but keeps
sending interactive emails with a pretext or a
persona. It is a tactic used to gain victims’ at-
tention and lure them to open malicious files.
There is no way of guaranteeing who is be-
hind the keyboard sending malicious emails
but a digital signature could solve this issue.
In order to avoid falling victim to a targeted
attack by a known or unknown threat actor,
Kaspersky researchers recommend imple-
menting the following measures:

» Educate employees about phishing attacks:
APTs start with a fraudulent email that gains
access to your system. Deploy a training pro-
gram that teaches employees what to look
for, what to do and who to notify if they spot
something suspicious.

* Ensure that the latest updates are installed:
APT hackers look to exploit any weakness in
a system, which is why it is important to run
updates on all cybersecurity programs.

 Secure sensitive data: Take the additional
safetymeasures to save your most sensitive
information.

* Use application whitelisting tools to prevent
unauthorized applications from running.

» Kaspersky recommends that future aware-
ness training and security product assessments
include infection chains based on LNK (short-
cut) files.

pand to near markets and worldwide too as it works in 15 mar-
kets globally in Gulf (UAE, KSA, and Kuwait) also in North

America (USA and Canada) besides Kenya and Sub-Saharan

Cubic has integrated and compatible solutions which aim to

enhance customer experience

One of their main products called “Worx” is a 360 degree

solution begins with marketing and designing financial prod-
ucts for each customer based on his own need as we call

it personalized products. This “worx” provides also sales

department with these personalized products and every cus-
tomer eligibility The product also contains ways to serve con-
sumers like digital branches, EKYC, and so on. These all are

compatible and easy to use as we also provide very dynamic

and easy reporting tools depending on machine learning and

Al “Worx” has a very high security protocol depending on

Microsoft Dynamic as the company is a golden partner for
Microsoft and too many global technology providers.

Avaya OneCloud CCaa$ solution comple-
mented by a range of apps designed to cre-
ate a fully connected patient experience

By : Basel Hassan - Saber Mohamed

American Hospital Dubai (AHD), one of the pioneering pri-
vate healthcare providers in the region distinguished for its
outstanding facilities and care standards, has partnered with
Avaya (NYSE: AVYA) to improve patients outcomes with
superior call center operations and customer relationship
management capabilities that personalize the patient experi-
ence, simplify access to care, and help streamline operations.
The technologies implemeneted align with American Hospi-
tal Dubai’s healthcare delivery transformation journey.

The partnership sees American Hospital Dubai adopt a com-
prehensive suite of digital contact center services that will
enhance its teams’ ability to communicate with patients
along their health journey. By connecting people, resources,
data, and solutions, the solution helps American Hospital
Dubai optimize its operations and help care team members
communicate seamlessly so that they are more accessible.
The core Avaya OneCloud CCaaS solution is complemented
by a range of apps designed specifically to address critical
needs in the patient journey, creating a connected patient
experience from appointment to post-care.

The solution has helped us aggregate various data — such as
patients” demographics, interactions with our website and
call center, and financial and other relevant details — to cre-
ate a comprehensive profile for our patients,” said Ahmad
Yahya, CIO at American Hospital Dubai.

The digital solutions implemented by American Hospital
Dubai give patients a range of ways to connect with the pro-
vider, supporting multiple inbound and outbound commu-
nication channels. They also streamline behind-the-scenes
systems that keep up with data and information. Through a
CRM Connector that integrates with the Hospital Informa-
tion System, the hospital has shortened patient call response
times. This is supplemented with an Extensive Knowledge
Base, which drastically reduces call times, ticket-issuing
time, and improves patient satisfaction.

Tenahle Expands Support for Latest
ServiceNow Platform Release to
Enhance Risk-Based Yulnerability
Management in Security Workflows

b

By ; Mohamed El Kholy — Adel Farig

the Cyber Exposure company, announced its support of the
ServiceNow Now Platform Paris release, through the Tenable
Apps 3.0 integration with Vulnerability Response (VR) and
ITSM workflows. The integration streamlines assessment and
remediation workflows in risk-based vulnerability manage-
ment programs, saving customers valuable time and resources
in identifying, prioritizing and remediating high-risk vulner-
abilities. Tenable and ServiceNow predictive technologies en-
able IT and security teams to effectively identify and remediate
security issues based on vulnerability and asset criticality. Cus-
tomers can leverage Tenable’s Vulnerability Priority Ratings
(VPR) directly within the ServiceNow Vulnerability Response
application to view, sort and filter the remediation priority of
each flaw based on the risk it poses to the business. Tenable
Lumin™ customers can combine this with the Asset Criticality
Rating (ACR) to understand the business crit- icality of
the impacted asset. Once vulnerabilities
are identified and remediated, IT and
security teams can automatically re-
assess assets to validate resolved
issues, creating a complete, closed-
loop remediation process.

Many joint customers can also now
take advantage of ServiceNow Iden-
tification and Reconciliation engine
(IRE), which standardizes the asset
creation and matching process, enhancing
overall data quality and reducing the configura- tion deploy-
ment time. IT and security teams can save time and resources
by leveraging IRE to create and match assets discovered by
Tenable in their ServiceNow Configuration Management Da-
tabase (CMDB).

“In today’s highly dynamic and complex environments, organi-
zations are facing hundreds if not thousands of vulnerabilities
every day. Every second counts,” said Renaud Deraison, chief
technology officer and co-founder, Tenable. “Our latest integra-
tion with ServiceNow enhances risk-based vulnerability man-
agement capabilities, enabling teams to invest their valuable
resources toward quickly addressing the most business-critical
exposures on the assets that matter the most.”

Mobile money providers must evolve or lose out, says report

By ; Mohamed EIl Kholy — Adel Farig

The total number of mobile money users in emerg-
ing markets will exceed 1.2 billion in 2025. That’s
a key finding of a new study from Juniper Re-
search, which provides research and analytical ser-
vices to the global hi-tech communications sector.
This figure is a big jump from 980 million in 2020,
equating to just under 30 percent of all mobile
phone users across emerging markets. The re-
port predicts that domestic P2P and payments to
merchants will be increasingly popular in mobile

money schemes and will drive growth.

nancial and technological literacy.

Among its recommendations, the research sug-
gests that mobile money providers agree partner-
ships with banks and other financial institutions in
order to increase the sophistication of the products
they offer and to take advantage of increasing fi-

The new research, Mobile Money in Emerging
Markets: SWOT Analysis, Vendor Strategies &
Market Forecasts 2020-2025, identifies that the
payments-as-a-platform model, where mobile

money payments act as a
way to third-party services,
is critical to the future of the
market.

Leveraging third-party part-
nerships and expanding the re-
mit of services will be critical to
driving the value of the mobile
money market upwards over the
next five years, it suggests.
Research co-author Nick May-

>

lose relevance.

achieving this.”

nard explains, “Mobile money pro-
viders’ strong position is under threat,
as financial literacy and smartphone
penetration grow. Mobile money ser-
vices must rapidly evolve, or they will
¥ The payments-as-a-
& platform model offers the opportunity for mo-

4 bile money vendors to become ‘super apps’,
and agreeing partnerships now will be critical in

The research finds that users of sophisticated mi-

crofinance, including microcredit, microsavings
and microinsurance, will increase rapidly, reach-
ing over 336 million in 2025, up from 227 million
in 2020. As the mobile money market becomes
more competitive, additional services beyond
simple money transfer have become key differen-
tiators. The report identifies that the use of data
analytics in mobile money is becoming a key ca-
pability, enabling vendors to offer intelligent sav-
ings products and to accurately risk-manage their
credit operations.



Middle East & Africa Personal Computing Market Records Strong Growth in 03

By ; Basle Khaled - Saber Mohamed
The Middle East and Africa (MEA) personal computing de-
vices (PCD) market, which is made up of desktops, note-
books, workstations, and tablets, saw shipments increase an
impressive 23.5% year on year during Q3 2020, according to
industry analysis conducted by International Data Corpora-
tion (IDC). The global technology research and consulting
firm’s latest Worldwide Quarterly PCD Tracker shows that
a total of 6.5 million units were shipped across the MEA
region in Q3 2020, which represents the highest quarterly
volume since Q4 2016

“The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic continued to drive
demand for PCDs across the region, thanks to the continua-
tion of widespread home learning and remote working prac-
tices,” says Fouad Charakla, IDC’s senior research manager
for client devices in the Middle East, Turkey, and Africa.

“The biggest growth was seen in Egypt, where a massive de-
livery of tablets into the country’s education sector caused
shipments into the country to grow severalfold. This deliv-
ery was part of a much bigger government-backed education
initiative, shipments for which were also witnessed earlier in
the year, as well as in 2019 and 2018.

“Turkey was another big driver, where PCD shipments grew
more than 50% year on year in Q3 2020 as the country re-
covered from the significant slowdown in PCD demand it
experienced last year. In other key markets, Saudi Arabia
and the UAE both experienced modest growth in shipments;
however, South Africa experienced a considerable decline

-- S
Top 10 Companies Hold $15 Billion
in Bitcoin, 4% of Total BTC Supply

By : Ahmed Soluman — Mohamed Shawky

Data presented by Bankr indicates that the top ten
companies hold 830,433 Bitcoin. The amount rep-
resents a value of about $15.36 billion based on the
trading price at the time of writing on November
30, 2020.

The amount accounts for 3.96% of the 21 million
total Bitcoin in supply. Among the highlighted
companies, the US-based Grayscale Bitcoin Trust
holds about 2.43% of the total Bitcoin supply at
509,581 BTC valued at $9.27 billion.

Block.one from the US has the second-highest
amount of Bitcoin at 140,000 BTC valued at $2.59
billion. It accounts for 0.67% of the total supply. In
the third spot, there is a Coinshares/XBT provider
from the UK with 69,730 BTC valued at $1.29 bil-
lion or 0.33% of the total supply.

Microstrategy from the US is fourth with 38,250
BTC worth $707.62 million. The amount accounts
for 0.18% of the total Bitcoin supply. The Tezos
Foundation holds 24,808 BTC worth 458.94 mil-
lion accounting for 0.12%.

Galaxy Digital Holdings 16,651 BTC which ac-
counts for 0.08% of the total Bitcoin supply. The
amount is valued at $308.04 million. Stone Ridge
Holdings Group from the US has 10,889 BTC
which 1s worth $201.44 million accounting for
0.05%.

3iQ The Bitcoin Fund holds 10,600 BTC account-
ing for 0.05% worth $196.1 million. In the ninth
place, ETC Group Bitcoin ETP has 5,215 BTC val-
ued at $96.47 million accounting for 0.03%. Square
also from the US holds the tenth highest amount of
Bitcoin at 4,709, worth $87.11 million. The figure
represents 0.02% of the total Bitcoin in supply.

The research highlighted the significance of com-
panies accumulating more Bitcoin. According to
the research report:

“The accumulation of Bitcoin by the highlighted
companies spells good fortunes for the asset in
regards to the elusive mainstream adoption. It is
worth noting that, currently, the future price of
Bitcoin remains debatable but the companies dem-
onstrate that holding Bitcoin is less risky than not
having any.”

o W,

2020, with Demand Showing No Signs

in shipments owing to the economic challenges the country
continues to face, which are inhibiting demand for PCDs.”
In the PC segment, the top three vendors maintained their
rankings in Q3 2020, with HP maintaining the lead, Lenovo
placing second, and Dell ranking third. Dell was the only
vendor among the top three to experience a year-on-year de-
cline in shipments.

Middle East & Africa PC Market Vendor Shares — Q3 2019

vs. Q3 2020
CompanyQ3 2019 Q3 2020
HP Inc. 28.8%  26.7%

Lenovo 232% 25.2%
Dell 15.7% 12.3%
Others  32.3%  35.8%

In the tablet space, Samsung maintained its top position,
backed by the large-scale education delivery in Egypt. Hua-
wei ranked second while Lenovo overtook Apple to claim
third spot.

Middle East & Africa Tablet Market Vendor Shares — Q3
2019 vs. Q3 2020

CompanyQ3 2019 Q3 2020

Samsung 14.8%  41.7%
Huawei 14.8% 13.6%
Lenovo 10.1%  12.0%
Others  60.4%  32.7%

“The pandemic-induced factors that drove the market’s

growth in the second and third quarters of 2020 will continue
driving demand in Q4 2020 as well,” says Charakla. “Due to
the strong demand witnessed across the region earlier in the
year, inventory levels among the channels remains very low.
As aresult, vendors are expected to ship as much as they can
to fill the void between demand and supply. However, an on-
going global supply shortage of PC components is expected
to act as one of the challenges, since this shortage is nega-
tively impacting the production capacity of several vendors
across the globe. Looking further ahead, demand for PCs is
expected to remain strong in 2021, while tablet demand will
likely suffer — primarily because the large tablet projects
witnessed in 2020 are not yet on the horizon for 2021

Africa’s Smartphone Market Grows in (03 2020, hut

By ; Saber Mohamed — Mohamed El Kholy

Africa’s overall mobile phone market shipments declined
6.0% year on year (YoY) in Q3 2020, according to the lat-
est insights from global technology research and consulting
firm International Data Corporation (IDC). The firm’s newly
published Quarterly Global Mobile Phone Tracker shows
that the decline stemmed mainly from feature phones, with
shipments of these devices declining 11.2% YoY in Q3 2020
to total 29.4 million units.

By contrast, smartphone shipments were up a healthy 14.1%
YoY, with 22.9 million smartphones shipped to the region
during the quarter. The growth of the smartphone market
was caused by the release of pent-up demand after coun-
tries eased their COVID-19 lockdown restrictions and by a
shift in vendor strategies to offer more entry-level flagship
models.

Rising unemployment rates and economic uncertainty
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic continue to shift con-
sumer buying patterns toward affordable and feature-rich
products. Africa’s largest smartphone markets recorded
mixed performances — Egypt and Nigeria both posted YoY
growth in Q3 2020, while South Africa suffered a YoY de-
cline. Smartphone shipments to Nigeria grew due to a shift
from vendors to entry-level and mid-range devices. Simi-
larly, the Egyptian smartphone market grew as vendors of-
fered devices with more competitive prices, larger screens,
and improved features. Despite, experiencing a 13.4% YoY
decline in shipments, South Africa continued to lead the way
in Africa’s smartphone market, with shipments to the coun-
try totaling 3.3 million units.

“While South Africa’s smartphone market experienced a YoY

decline, shipments actually increased 17.8% QoQ as lock-
down restrictions were lifted and the channels replenished

By ; Nahla Makled — Mohamed

Shawky

Leica Geosystems, part of Hexagon, to-
day announced the expansion of its Leica

BLK247 smart 3D surveillance system

to accommodate the varying needs of its

global customers.

The Leica BLK247 is the world’s first 3D

sensor combining LiDAR, video camera

and thermal imaging technology for se-

an alarm,” said Carl-Thomas Schneider,

their inventories for Q4 promotions,” says Arnold Ponela,
a research analyst at IDC. “South Africa is struggling with
economic hardships, but smartphones have become an es-
sential consumer item, making it a resilient market in a
downturn.”

Transsion brands (Tecno, Itel, and Infinix) continued to dom-
inate Africa’s smartphone space in Q3 2020, with 42.2% unit
share. Samsung and Huawei followed in second and third
place, with respective unit shares of 19.9% and 8.7%. The
Transsion brands (Tecno and Itel) also dominated the feature
phone landscape with a combined share of 76.6%. Nokia
came in third with 8.0% share of feature phone shipments.
In terms of price bands, devices priced below $200 ac-
counted for 89.3% of smartphone shipments to Africa in Q3
2020. The share of smartphones priced below $100 declined
slightly from 53.8% in Q2 2020 to 53.0% in Q3 2020, while
the share of devices priced $100-$200 increased from 34.7%
to 36.3% over the same period.

LeicalBLK247SmaraDiSurueillancelSysteminow

New Product Award 2020. “The product
combines multiple sensors and multiple
sensor technologies . . . to provide a pre-
viously unavailable set of operands to a
powerful edge computing platform.”

The Leica BLK247 is now available in
two versions, the Leica BLK247 i5 and
the Leica BLK247 x5, which are suited
to monitor and protect different environ-
ments. The x5 offers thermal imaging,
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OECD unemployment rate falls to

1.1%in October 2020

OECD Unemplayment Rates, 5.0,

Saipcted unamployment rites Comgauibon of the United SIates unamploymedt rate

f -

By ; Nahla Makled — Mohamed El Kholy

The OECD area unemployment rate continued to decline
in October 2020, to 7.1%, from 7.3% in September, but
remained about 2.0 percentage points above the level ob-
served in February, before the COVID-19 pandemic hit
the labour market.

The unemployment rate decreased slightly faster among
women (down to 7.2% in October, from 7.5% in Sep-
tember) than among men (down to 6.9%, from 7.1%) in
OECD countries, narrowing the gap to 0.3 percentage
point, from 0.9 percentage point in April. The OECD area
unemployment rate for youth (people aged 15 to 24) fell
to 14.4% (from 14.7% in September and well below its
peak of 19.0% in April 2020).

Some care is needed in interpreting recent falls in the
OECD unemployment rate, as this largely reflects the re-
turn of temporary laid-off workers in the United States
and Canada, where they are recorded as unemployed[1],
whereas temporary lay-offs are typically recorded as em-
ployed in most other countries.

In the euro area, the unemployment rate decreased mar-
ginally to 8.4% in October (remaining 1.2 percentage
points above its February level), with decreases of 0.2
percentage point or more in France (to 8.6%), Latvia (to
8.0%), Luxembourg (to 6.5%) and Portugal (to 7.5%). By
contrast, the unemployment rate increased by 0.2 percent-
age point in the Slovak Republic (to 7.0) and Slovenia
(to 4.9%).

Outside Europe, the unemployment rate decreased by 1.0
percentage point in the United States (to 6.9%), reflecting
the decline in the number of people on temporary lay-
off. The unemployment rate decreased by 0.3 percentage
point in Colombia (to 16.3), showed little changes in
Canada (at 8.9%), Japan (at 3.1%) and Mexico (at 4.6%),
but increased by 0.3 percentage point in Korea (to 4.2%).
More recent data for November show that the unemploy-
ment rate declined further in the United States (to 6.7) and
Canada (to 8.5%).

curity and surveillance. Building owners,
operators, security teams, and facilities
managers can benefit from continuous
monitoring of buildings and spaces in-
cluding hospitals, factories, manufactur-
ing plants, and offices. Additionally, the
Leica BLK247 provides reliable surveil-
lance for private properties.

“The Leica BLK247 is an award-winning
security product that addresses the need
for 3D sensors in today’s surveillance
industry. It provides an entry to true 3D
surveillance technology, and it makes
accurate decisions on when to trigger

vice president of business development,
Hexagon’s Geosystems division. “It also
creates new opportunities for security
systems integrators to offer one of the
industry’s most innovative surveillance
products.”

“Leica Geosystems is a recognized
leader in the areas of geospatial capture,
measurement, and analysis. They have
brought their expertise in these areas
together to solve problems faced with
traditional 2D image analysis in the se-
curity industry,” noted the Security In-
dustry Association (SIA) judges for Best

dust and water protection for both in-
door and outdoor environments, and an
expanded operating temperature range,
while the i5 designed for mostly indoor
environments where thermal imaging is
not needed.

With the Leica BLK247, customers can
create 3D zones by geofencing areas
and applying custom alarm rules. Any
number of Leica BLK247 devices can
be added to a customer’s existing VMS
system, providing an enhanced layer of
3D security where previously there was
only 2D protection.

UK January 2021

By : Basel Khaled — Mohamed Shawky

Digital Planets” the strategic and special partner of the best
telecommunication and technology providers in MEA an-
nounced her third branches lunching in UK at the beginning
0f 2021. The new branch will be a new edition to her branch-
es in Egypt and UAE as a part of the company’s expansion
plan which aims to reach five branches worldwide till 2023.
‘Digital Planets” was established in 2018 by 100% Egyptian
Capital, to be one of the biggest and most important Secu-
rity entities in Egypt and MEA within only one year. That
makes the company awarded and nominated by the top se-
curity vendors in MEA. After being Sophos first managed
security partner in Egypt by May 2019, she was upgraded
to be First managed security platinum partner in Egypt and
MEA within only 6 months. In addition to choosing her as
the cloud partner of the year 2020 with achieving the award
of Sophos Cyper stellar 2020. company’s security depart-
ment under the leadership of “Eng. Ahmed
Desouky” whose awarded as the
best security engineer in Egypt
and MEA of the year 2020 in ¢
addition to sales consultant ————
team under the leadership of g
‘Eng. Khaled Helmy” with
more than 10 years’ experi-
ence and awarded as the best
sales manager by Telecom
Egypt of the year 2018.
‘Digital Planets” is also achieved
the platinum partnership level o f
3CX in only 18 months as well with t h e
achieving the award of the best partner in MEA for the year
2020.

Beside that “Digital Planets” is a golden partner for Kasper-
sky, Microsoft and VM Ware for Cloud services; she is also a
silver partner for Veeam. On the other hand, it is a premium
partner for Telecom Egypt specialized in the enterprise ser-
vices.

Ahmed Hanafy, Digital Planets’ CEO and Cofounder said, “I
am so proud and happy of the team’s success and achieve-
ment as we have the best security engineers and sales con-
sultants who are well trained with more than 10 years’ ex-

Qerience”. j

By ; Basel Hassan - Saber Mohamed

For the first time in the Middle East, Busi-
ness France, the national agency supporting
the international development of the French
economy, launched its first ever virtual show-
room, the French Design Corner Middle East ,
on December 1, 2020.

The initiative is a unique opportunity to high-
light the creativity, elegance, and history of the
French know-how in high potential markets,
through a new catalogue and experience!

The “French Design Corner Middle East” is an
innovative space dedicated exclusively to inte-
rior design professionals and architects in the
Middle East. Launched on December 1, 2020,
the platform aims to show the French creative
designs with high potential of development in

From France to the region

the region. This platform is also dedicated ex-
clusively to design professionals who want to
explore a unique know-how and an exceptional
portfolio of brands.

Highly appreciated globally, and in the Mid-
dle East in particular, the French products are
a guarantee of quality. Evident is that some
French brands are well established in the re-
gion, mainly in the field of luxury, such as
Ligne Roset, Roche Bobois or Lalique for
decorative items. In 2019, France remains the
world’s 4th largest exporter of luxury items.
Driven by its artistic and technological con-
ceptions and eco-friendly approach, the French
trend remains attractive in the region.

Frederic Szabo, Managing Director, Business
France Middle East, said: “While waiting for

the much-awaited better days more conducive
to in-person meetings, entrepreneurs, archi-
tects, decorators and interior design profession-
als can connect virtually through the French
Design Corner Middle East, which aims to
offers a space to explore exceptional French
designers and know more about the French
luxury industry, in a short moment of sharing
knowledge and enriching experiences for all.”

Internationally renowned for its refinement as
well as for its ability to discover new trends,
France is one of the leading players in the de-
sign field. “Made in France” is synonymous
with quality, style, and know-how. As proof
of that, many internationally acclaimed labe-
ling associations certify the French excellence,
such as Comité Colbert, EPV, Origine France

Garantie, France Eclat. With its exclusive port-
folio covering a wide range of products, from
the basic to the most prestigious products, the
French Design Corner Middle East showcases

tableware, furniture, home linen, decorative
items and home accessories.

Frederic Szabo added: “This showroom is a
digital alternative to a new form of discussion
and presentation, as it has been designed to
meet the mutual need for proximity between
partners in the Middle East and France.”

France accounted for around 25% keeps be-
ing attractive for lifestyle and luxury sectors
in 2018 and continues to attract attention. The
French interior design market, with its several
sub-sectors, makes an annual turnover of 15
to 25 million euros per year, with an annual
growth varying between 3% and 5%.

For further information about the platform,
please visit: www.frenchdesigncornerme.com.
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