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In the presence of the Ministers of Supply and Communications :

The Unified Card aims to provide government services through a unified and secure digital platform
and enhance integration among state entities

By: Islam Tawfik

In line with the state’s direction towards
enhancing digital transformation and
developing the system of government
services provided to citizens, Dr. Sherif
Farouk, Minister of Supply and Internal
Trade, and Eng. Raafat Hindi, Minister
of Communications and Information
Technology, held a meeting to follow up
on the implementation status of the Unified
Government Services Card system and
discuss mechanisms for its development and
enhancing integration among the relevant
entities, which will contribute to improving
the efficiency of services and facilitating
citizens’ access to them.

The meeting included a review of the latest
developments in the Unified Government
Services Card system, a discussion of
several technical and operational files related
to the system’s development, mechanisms

participating entities, and leveraging the
digital infrastructure and government
databases to enhance operational efficiency
and improve the quality of services provided
to citizens.

The meeting also addressed plans for the
gradual expansion of services offered by the
unified card, reinforcing its role as a key tool
for digital transformation. This expansion
will provide citizens with access to a range
of government services through a unified
and secure digital platform, streamlining
procedures, reducing time and effort, and
improving the overall service delivery
experience.

Dr. Sherif Farouk, Minister of Supply and
Internal Trade, emphasized that developing
the unified card system represents a
significant step in supporting the Ministry’s
efforts to modernize the subsidy and food
services system. This development leverages

efficiency of service delivery to citizens,
thereby improving the system’s accuracy
and efficiency and facilitating beneficiaries’
access to their entitlements and services.
He added that the Ministry is working

Communications and Information
Technology and other relevant entities
to develop the technical and operational
aspects of the food services provided through
the unified card. This includes utilizing
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infrastructure to enhance support delivery
mechanisms and improve service quality.
The possibility of adding further support
services is also being explored, in accordance
with the targeted implementation phases,
ensuring operational efficiency and the
sustainability of service provision for
citizens. Leveraging Digital Infrastructure
For his part, Engineer Raafat Hindi, Minister
of Communications and Information
Technology, affirmed that the Unified
Government Services Card system comes
within the framework of the state’s efforts
to build an integrated system for digital
services. He pointed to the importance of
enhancing integration between various
entities and leveraging digital infrastructure
and government databases to facilitate
citizens’ access to services and improve the
efficiency of government performance.

The Minister of Communications and

continued cooperation and coordination
with the Ministry of Supply and Internal
Trade to develop the system, support its
technical and operational efficiency, and
gradually expand the scope of services
provided through it. This aims to achieve
optimal utilization of digital solutions
and technologies, strengthen digital
transformation efforts, and contribute to
providing government services to citizens
more easily and securely.

Both sides agreed to continue technical
and executive coordination between the
working teams in the two ministries and
relevant entities, and to continuously
monitor the system’s implementation status.
This will ensure the integration of databases
and operational efficiency, and support
the state’s efforts to complete the digital
transformation process and develop the
system of government services provided to

for integration and data exchange among

digital transformation tools to enhance the

in coordination with the Ministry of

integrated ~databases

and technological

Information Technology indicated the

citizens.

With representatives from 90 entities participating:

The Information Technology Institute (ITI) launches its “Extended Partners Forum” o prepare and develop
technological talent capable of leading the future,

By: Wael Magdy

Under the auspices of the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology, the Information Technology
Institute (ITT) is organizing its annual “Extended Partners
Forum,” bringing together a select group of its partners in
the communications and information technology sector.
The forum aims to anticipate technological advancements,
outline trends for the new year, and provide an opportunity
for companies to meet graduates of the institute’s various
scholarship programs. The forum represents a significant
milestone, underscoring the institute’s leading role as an
effective link between young talent and the evolving needs
of the job market. The forum began in August 2026 and
will continue for two months, during which the institute
will monitor market shifts and future trends, and analyze
its partners’ skills and specialization needs. The outcomes
of these meetings are directly reflected in the design and
content development of training programs, as well as in
expanding the scope of initiatives and making them more
accessible to young people.

During its first week, the forum witnessed extensive
interaction with the participation of representatives
from 90 entities across diverse sectors, including the
government and regulatory sector (comprising the National
Telecommunications Regulatory Authority, Digital Egypt
for Investment, and the Information and Decision Support
Center), the banking sector (National Bank of Egypt and
the Egyptian Banks Company), and local and international
companies (Vodafone Egypt, VOIS, e& Egypt, Fawry,
Gedia, Ericsson, Khatib & Alami, Intro Technology —

Advances, Fixed Solutions, Integrant, TechLabs London
from the UK, and Data Science Middle East).

A large number of the institute’s partners also participated
in the forum, seeking qualified personnel in a wide range
of technical disciplines. The agenda was dominated by
several areas, the first being Artificial Intelligence and
Data: AI Engineering, Agentic Al, Generative Al, Machine
Learning, and Data Science and Engineering. The second
area was Cybersecurity and Digital Infrastructure, covering
cybersecurity, Al application security, DevOps, cloud
computing, and IT systems and operations management.
The third area was Software Development, Testing, and
Quality Assurance, including the development of Android
and iOS mobile applications, front-end and back-end
development, integrated software development, software
testing, test automation, and quality assurance.

The fourth area was Design and Digital Media,
encompassing User Experience and Interface Design,
Graphic Design, Animation, and Digital Content and
Media Production. Finally, the fifth area was Building
Technology and Geographic Information Systems
(BIM), covering Building Information Modeling (BIM),
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), and digital
applications related to planning, construction, and urban
management.The fifth area was Building Technology
and Geographic Information Systems (BIS), including
Building Information Modeling (BIM), Geographic
Information Systems (GIS), and digital applications
related to planning, construction, and urban management.
Artificial Intelligence Takes Center Stage

With artificial intelligence topping the list of in-demand
skills, the institute’s team outlined three integrated
approaches to integrating this technology into its training
system. First, offering in-depth technical specializations to
prepare qualified personnel capable of building, developing,
and securing Al solutions, such as Al engineering,
intelligent agents, generative Al, and Al systems security.
Second, integrating AI skills across various technical
disciplines, recognizing its role in reshaping the nature of
jobs and their execution, whether in software development,
data analysis, cybersecurity, design, testing, or other areas.
Third, utilizing Al as a work assistant and a tool to enhance
the training process, supporting all participants—trainees,
programmers, trainers, and administrators—and improving
learning, production, and decision-making efficiency.
The observations during the institute’s visit reflected a
fully integrated workforce; The forum’s activities coincide
with discussions of graduate projects, monitoring of their
freelance work performance, and meetings with companies
to explore emerging technological trends. The institute
is also conducting summer training programs across its
22 branches, targeting second- and third-year students
in various colleges and disciplines. Meanwhile, entrance
exams for the new cohort are underway, following an
application period exceeding 20,000, reflecting the growing
interest among young Egyptians in advanced technological
training programs. This all comes in preparation for the
annual closing ceremony, during which the institute will
showcase its most significant achievements, plans, and new
programs.

$346 Billion in Capital Investments for the Telecommunications
Sector Leads Global Foreign Direct Investment in 2025

By: Mohamed Essam

The Information and Decision Support
Center of the Cabinet confirmed that the
telecommunications sector topped the global
foreign direct investment (FDI) index for 2025,
benefiting from capital investment inflows of
$346 billion and strong year-on-year growth
of 88%. This growth was supported by the
implementation of 812 new projects, including
dozens of mega-projects with investments
exceeding $1 billion. The center added that the
renewable energy sector came in second among
the largest sectors attracting FDI in 2025, with
capital investments reaching $200 billion.
Despite a decline of about a quarter compared
to 2024, it remained one of the most prominent
investment destinations globally. Together, the
telecommunications and renewable energy
sectors accounted for approximately half of all
new FDI announced last year.

This came during the center’s discussion of a
report issued by Visual Capitalist, a platform
specializing in data analysis and economic
rankings. The report analyzed the largest
sectors attracting foreign direct investment
(FDI) globally in 2025, noting that despite
escalating trade tensions and continued
volatility in global markets, FDI continued
to register strong levels in 2025. This growth
was driven by increasing demand in several
strategic sectors, such as telecommunications
and renewable energy, according to data from

fDi Markets, which tracks announcements of
new investment projects. This data reflects the
sectors most attractive to capital and global
investment trends amidst current economic
changes.

The semiconductor sector ranked third with
FDI investments reaching $138 billion in
2025, the highest level ever recorded in the
sector’s history, representing an increase of
over 10% compared to 2024. This growth
reflects companies expanding by establishing
new factories and diversifying their supply
chains, supported by massive investments
announced by major companies such as Intel
and Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing
Company Limited (TSMC).

The real estate sector ranked fourth among the
largest recipients of foreign direct investment
(FDI) in 2025, attracting $112 billion in
investments. This made it the only sector,
besides the top three, to surpass the $100
billion mark. The sector also recorded its
highest investment level since 2018, driven by
five consecutive years of growth, representing
an increase of approximately 15.7% compared
to 2024. The mining sector ranked fifth among
the largest recipients of FDI in 2025, with
capital investments totaling $64 billion. The
coal, oil, and gas sector came in sixth with
investments of $61 billion, despite a 31.3%
decrease compared to the previous year,
marking its second consecutive annual decline.

Huawei Showcases Intelligent
Digital Power Solutions at Solar &
Storage Live Egypt 2026

By : Sarah Noueeldeen

Huawei reinforces its commitment to supporting Egypt’s transition
toward a more sustainable and intelligent energy future through its
participation as a major exhibitor at Solar & Storage Live Egypt
2026, taking place on 11-12 August. Huawei is showcasing its
latest intelligent solar and digital power solutions, highlighting
how technology can help enable the adoption of clean energy and
support the evolving energy needs of customers across Egypt.
This year’s showcase brings Huawei FusionSolar to the forefront,
reflecting the company’s continued focus on using digital
technologies to support the wider adoption and more efficient
management of renewable energy. FusionSolar offers intelligent
solar solutions designed to support a wide range of applications,
from residential and commercial installations to industrial and
utility-scale projects.

Among the key highlights of Huawei’s participation are three of
its latest innovations, each designed to address different energy
needs:The 506 Inverter: Huawei’s largest string inverter to date,
converts electricity generated by solar panels into usable power
for large-scale solar projects, while helping operators manage and
monitor their systems more efficiently.

Luterra: An advanced all in one hybrid inverter with battery
energy storage solution that helps store renewable energy, balance
electricity supply and demand, and enhance the stability of the
electricity in households.Utility Battery Energy Storage System
(BESS) with Internal Power Conversion System (PCS): Designed
to help large-scale power systems integrate renewable energy
more effectively, while supporting grid stability and reliable power
management.

Huawei also showcased its latest centralized liquid-cooling DC
charger; the FusionCharge Supercharger recognized as the fastest
EV charger currently available in Egypt. For the Commercial
& Industrial (C&I) sector, Huawei introduced its latest liquid-
cooled Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) 241 kWh product.
Designed for microgrid, on-grid, and off-grid applications, this
technology is positioned to lead the next growth surge in the C&l
energy storage market

Commenting on Huawei’s participation, Tony Bu Leiming, CEO
of Huawei Digital Power Business Egypt, said: “Throughout our
26 years in Egypt, Huawei has remained a trusted partner in the
country’s development journey, guided by our ‘In Egypt, For
Egypt’ strategy and our belief that technology can be a catalyst for
sustainable growth.

eFinance Acquires Fully Equited with Tamweely Financial ervices to Expand SME Financing

By: Mohamed Essam

eFinance Group for Financial and
Digital Investments (EGX: EFIH.CA),
specializing in developing and managing
the technological infrastructure for digital
financial transactions in Egypt, announced
that its Board of Directors has approved
the acquisition of all shares of Tamweely
Financial Services, one of the largest non-
banking financial services companies in
Egypt, specializing in providing financing
services to micro, small, and medium
enterprises (MSMEs).

This acquisition represents a strategic
step for eFinance, as it contributes to
expanding its operational scope to include
a range of regulated financial services, in
addition to its leading role in managing and
operating the government and commercial
digital financial transaction network in
Egypt. Through this move, eFinance
aims to enhance the added value for all
stakeholders in its operating ecosystem and
maximize the benefits of its operations to
support financial inclusion.

For his part, Ibrahim Sarhan, Chairman
and Managing Director of eFinance for
Financial and Digital Investments Group,
affirmed that since its initial public offering,
the group has adopted a clear strategic

inzinie =

path aimed at moving beyond the stage of
building and operating the digital financial
infrastructure in Egypt and moving towards
empowering economic activities. He
explained that the acquisition of Tamweely
represents a continuation of this vision.
He added that this deal allows eFinance
to expand its services to provide financing
solutions to a wider range of segments,
including farmers, small traders, and
financiers, supported by a highly efficient
team. This aligns with the company’s efforts
to transform the national infrastructure into
a tangible economic reality and growing
value for its shareholders.

Ahmed Khorshid, CEO and Managing
Director of Tamweely Financial Services,
explained that this deal represents a
significant step in Tamweely’s journey

and a crucial opportunity to expand its
positive impact. Khorshid pointed out that
combining Tamweely’s expertise in finance
and its widespread nationwide presence
with e-Finance’s digital infrastructure
and reach will contribute to providing
responsible financing to a broader base
of micro, small, and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) across Egypt. He emphasized
that the strategic integration between the
two companies paves the way for more
flexible and accessible financing solutions,
based primarily on rigorous data analysis
and specifically designed to meet the
evolving needs of the business sectors that
drive the growth of the Egyptian economy.
On the other hand, Nabil El-Tiriki, CEO
and Managing Partner of SBE Capital, and
Mohamed Mahgoub, Managing Partner
of Tanmey Capital Ventures, commended
the collaborative efforts of Tamweely’s
shareholders and executive management,
and their continuous commitment over
the past years to building a broadly-based
national entity that adopts sound financing
policies. They also highlighted Tamweely’s
prominent role in serving entrepreneurs
throughout the country. He added that
eFinance is the ideal partner for Tamweely
to continue its growth trajectory.

Fawry and CDS Launch Direct Integration Between Tap N Pay App
and Odoo Business Management System

By : Bakinam Khaled

Fawry, Egypt’s leading fintech company, in collaboration with
Creative Digital Solutions (CDS), an Odoo Gold Certified
Partner, has announced the launch of a direct integration between
Fawry Business Tap N Pay application and the Odoo business
management system. This step aims to advance the digital
payments and business management ecosystem by delivering a
seamless operational experience that links sales, payments, and
accounting within a single platform, ultimately driving business
efficiency and streamlining operational workflows.

Powered by SoftPOS technology, the new solution enables

merchants to accept contactless payments via bank cards and
e-wallets directly on NFC-enabled smartphones and tablets,
eliminating the need for traditional POS hardware.
Furthermore, all transactions processed through Tap N Pay are
automatically synced directly to Odoo, instantly matching sales
orders, invoices, and accounting ledger entries. This eliminates
manual procedures, ensures data accuracy, and speeds up financial
settlements.

Through this integration, merchants can transform any smart
device into a payment terminal, recording and settling transactions
in real time within their business management system.

Spotify Introduces a New
Label for AI-Generated
Artist Identities

By : Rashah Hagag

Spotify is introducing a new label for Al-generated artist identities,
called “Al Personas.” The label is designed to give listeners more
transparency when an artist profile presents an Al-generated,
human-like identity rather than a real person. The new label marks
another step in Spotify’s broader commitment to building trust and
authenticity between artists and fans, ensuring listeners can have
confidence in who they are listening to on the platform.

True artist-fan connection can only be built on a foundation of trust
and authenticity. In music, that means listeners need to be able to
trust that the artist behind the music is who they say they are. That is
more essential than ever in the age of generative Al.

This year, Artist Identity & Trust has been made one of Spotify’s
top priorities, with the launch of Verified by Spotify, SongDNA,
Al Credits, and Artist Profile Protection. Starting mid-September,
listeners will begin to see an Al Persona badge on some artist
profiles. The badge signals to listeners that an artist’s identity may
be Al-generated and does not represent a real person. Alongside
artist profiles that self-disclose as Al Personas, Spotify will also
start applying badges to relevant profiles.

By default, Spotify will not include Al Personas in any editorial or
algorithmic recommendations. That means listeners will not see any
music from AI Personas in their personalized recommendations,
unless they follow AI Personas, for example. While Spotify
believes all artists have creative choice in determining how they
present themselves, Spotify’s programming is focused on elevating
music from authentic artists building careers in music.

Starting today, artists can share that their profile represents an Al
Persona through Spotify for Artists. Spotify is giving artists the
opportunity to be transparent and self-disclose, but will not rely
on self-disclosure alone. Spotify will also review artist profiles and
identify those whose public identity — the identity an artist presents
on their profile, including name and imagery — appears to represent
photorealistic Al-generated identities. The rollout will begin with
artists who have met defined audience thresholds, so the labels
cover the vast majority of artist profiles that listeners visit.

In mid-September, listeners will start to see the Al Persona badge
appear on artist profiles (in the banner and About section), in Search,
and on track rows across playlists. When listeners tap the badge,
they will be able to see whether the artist transparently shared that
they’re an Al Persona to build trust with potential listeners, or if
Spotify had to review and make an informed determination.

(ONB Egypt Enhances SME Readiness for Growth and Expansion Through the SME Champions Program

By : Islam Tawfik

QNB Egypt, a subsidiary of QNB Group, a leading
financial institution in the Middle East and Africa,
organized a specialized forum as part of the national
SME Champions Program, building on the ongoing
cooperation between QNB Egypt and the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD),
under the auspices of the Central Bank of Egypt.
The forum aims to support export-oriented SMEs by
equipping them with the knowledge and capabilities

needed to enhance their competitiveness. It also
seeks to help businesses strengthen their capacity
for sustainable growth and expansion across local,
regional, and international markets.

The program is founded on the shared commitment
of QNB Egypt and the EBRD to advancing the SME
sector as a key driver of economic growth. It combines
tailored financing solutions with specialized advisory
services, while facilitating knowledge exchange and
the adoption of international best practices.

Mohamed Bedeir, Chief Executive Officer of QNB
Egypt,and Dr Yehia El-Husseiny, Director of Advisory
Services for SMEs at EBRD in Egypt, attended
the event alongside senior officials and specialized
experts from both sides, as well as representatives of
participating SMEs Mr. Ahmed Fouad, Head of SMEs
at QNB Egypt, said: “At QNB Egypt, we believe that
supporting SMEs extends beyond providing finance.
It is about equipping businesses with the knowledge,
expertise, and best practices needed to achieve

sustainable growth and long-term success. Driven
by our belief in the vital role this sector plays in
advancing economic development, boosting exports,
and creating job opportunities, we continue, through
our partnership with the EBRD under the auspices of
the Central Bank of Egypt, to deliver an integrated
suite of financial and non-financial solutions that
enables Egyptian exporters to strengthen their
competitiveness and expand confidently across
regional and international markets.”
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