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By: Shaimaa Hassan

Minister of Communications and
Information Technology, Dr. Amr
Talaat, stressed the importance
Support and promote the shift to-
wards the digital economy in con-

tributing to the payment of state
energy Productivity, reducing the
cost of transactions, raising com-
petencies and human skills, Creat-
ing new jobs; the digital economy
depends on the use of applications
Digital technology is advanced
in production, through which it
is facilitated Trading through e-
commerce platforms.

This came during the speech of
Dr. Amr Talat, which was deliv-
ered on his behalf by Dr. / Najwa
al-Shennawi, head of the central
information and decision support
department at the ministry ICT
during a workshop on ways to pay
Digital Economy in Egypt organ-
ized by the Ministry of Commu-
nications and TechnologyInfor-
mation in collaboration with the
Association of Communication
and the World Bank. in view of

the vision and plan The Minis-
try’s work to achieve digital trans-
formation in cooperation with
all sectors of the State. Attended
Events Ms. Marina Wiz, Regional
Director, World Bank, East Re-
gion Middle East and North Af-
rica, in addition to the participa-
tion of a group of experts from the
World Bank, And a large number
of representatives of local ICT
companies And the international
working in Egypt.

The efforts of the Ministry of
Communications were also re-
viewed during the speech Infor-
mation technology in coopera-
tion with different sectors of the
state to implement the number A
large number of projects aimed
at transforming the digital com-
munity into a whole Most notably
the launch of more than 20 digital
government services and delivery
through Different channels, and
the establishment of “Knowledge
City” in the new administrative
capital To promote research and

In cooperation with the World Bank:
The Ministry of Communications is organizing a workshop on ways to pay Digital Economy in Egypt

draft consolidated version in col-
laboration with Central Bank
under the initiative of financial
inclusion, and automation of the
insurance system In cooperation
with the Ministry of Health and
the development of its services
Egyptian Post, and the establish-
ment of a digital platform for
Egyptian cultural content in coop-
eration with Ministry of Culture,
and the implementation of the
Presidential Initiative for diag-
nosis and telemedicine Using IT
tools, and cooperation with the

Ministry of Investment And inter-
national cooperation through your
“Corporate Idea” initiative to sup-
port start-ups SMEs engaged in
information technology, As well
as developing a database of all
opportunities related information
Different investment.

The floor included projects im-
plemented by the Ministry of
Communications and Technology
Information for the development
of telecommunications infrastruc-
ture as one of the most important
pillars And the requirements of

the digital economy; in addition
to working to create the environ-
ment Legislative support, and
implementation of the recommen-
dations of the National Strategy
for Trade Where an international
conference on e-commerce is to
be held By the middle of the year
in Egypt.

The workshop will discuss several
topics, including the launch of an
evaluation study project The digi-
tal economy in Egypt, where the
World Bank has chosen Egypt to
provide technical support And to
assist in the implementation of
various economic and technical
studies, in view of its enjoyment
Egypt was one of the possibilities
of its advanced infrastructure and
human resources Qualified at the
highest level in the areas of ICT
command Which enabled it to be
the focus of attention of interna-
tional institutions and the interest
of companies Global Investment
in Egypt after the breakthroughs
achieved at all levels Especially
the ICT sector To achieve a re-

markable growth during the last
period of about 16.4% during
the quarter Second fiscal year
2018-2019, is expected to achieve
growth of about 17% at the end of
the current fiscal year in view of
the promising opportunities that it
enjoys Sector in the future.

The Digital Economy Assessment
Project in Egypt aims to assess the
current situation For digital trans-
formation in Egypt to identify the
most important challenges, op-
portunities and requirements Suc-
cessful transformation, focusing
on promising sectors, in the light
of some international experiences
The study is expected to conclude
with a group of Recommendations
for decision-makers, to promote
digital transformation processes
in Egypt, and promote Competi-
tiveness in preparation for put-
ting it on the map of the digital
economy at the regional level As
well as the launch of the World
Bank’s Global Report on Models
Innovative Broadband Business
Models.

development activities. and the

Safer Internet Day 2019: WIII‘l(III!I Iogether WIIII Vlllll' Glllllll‘ﬂll for a hetter online experience

By ; Ahmed Soluman

Beginning in 2004, Safer Internet Day has grown to
become one of the landmark events in the online safety
calendar. And this year’s theme, “Together for a bet-
ter internet’, encapsulates a lot of the discussion we
are seeing around online safety and cybersecurity. The
topic is too complex a minefield for any of us to bear
sole responsibility and, like all good things in life, we
need to work together to bring about the best possible
future.

What does it mean to work together where online
safety is concerned? It could be an IT security com-
pany working closely with a consultation of parents to
develop products, or parents and teachers working to
ensure the online education of our young people. But
what about children themselves? We put a lot of onus
on finding the right solutions and products to protect
our kids online, but one day those kids will grow up
and live without online parental control. We should
think about the best way to prepare them; ‘together
for a better internet’ should mean working with our
children to educate, inform and protect them, so they
can stand the best possible change of making the right
decisions for themselves.

That’s not to say that software doesn’t play a crucial
role, and ESET would encourage all parents to take
care over choosing the right parental control software
on the family computer. When you are doing this
though, we advise you do it together with your kids.
Talk them through the programmes you’re installing

and select your privacy settings together, discussing
why you are doing it and the kinds of threats you’re
protecting the family against. As part of this conversa-
tion you can talk to your children about what they’re
doing online, who they’re talking to and what kinds
of things they need to be careful about in day to day
online. Many kids see control settings on the internet
as a block to them having fun; what they need is some-
one to explain their function and reasoning. By having
this discussion, you’re giving your kids an element of
control and responsibility over their online activities
which, when paired alongside the rules and software
we all need to protect ourselves, should produce better
results when it comes to their internet education.

The internet is such an integral part of our lives that
the earlier you start talking to kids, involving them and
teaching them about their online worlds, the better the

results. Creating an open dialogue will always be more
effective than just putting your foot down.

Set an example; whatever you expect your kids to
do, make sure you are also doing. The online world
represents dangers for all of us and we can all benefit
from a few more precautions. If you’re asking your
kids to cover their webcam when they’re not using it,
then make sure you also do it. If you’re restricting their
screen time, then think about setting yourself some
boundaries as well. With the damaging effects of too
many screens on our health and wellbeing, it’s unlikely
to have any negative repercussions.

ESET’s software, such as its ESET Parental Control,
places a large emphasis on parents and children work-
ing together. It helps them to navigate online, manage
what apps and websites they use, and decide — togeth-
er — what’s good for them. One of the key features is
age-based filters which helps to manage which apps
children can and cannot access, allowing parents to
consider the right restrictions for their children and to
not just impose a blanket ban. Other features include
setting time limits on when children can play on their
devices and creating exceptions that kids can request.
Parents can even send their children messages which
they must acknowledge before they can continue to
use their devices.

It’s elements such as these that allow children to be in-
volved in the monitoring of their safety, and truly help
parents to work together with their kids for a better
internet and the best possible online world.

Sing your way to security: unique, memorahle passwords stronger than constant

By ; Wasem Emam

To mark Change Your Password Day,
2019, Kaspersky Lab’s security re-
searchers are advising users that unique,
memorable passwords are stronger and
more effective than regularly chang-
ing account passwords when it comes
to keeping data secure online. The re-
searchers have shared some easy steps
that people can follow to create their
own series of unique passwords. They
also recommend installing a password
management tool that does the hard
work of remembering passwords for
you.

Passwords are an established method of
authentication for online accounts, but
creating passwords that are both secure
and memorable is not always easy, and
is becoming harder as people have more
online accounts. If you create simple
passwords that you are unlikely to for-
get, the risk of an attacker cracking it are
higher. However, if you create a more

complex password, you are more likely
to forget it, so the chances are high that
you will stick to just one or two and re-
use them for multiple websites.
Kaspersky Lab researchers estimate
that the greatest vulnerability of pass-
words is their re-use. As the recent re-
lease of more than 700 million email
addresses and millions of unencrypted
passwords showed, data from differ-
ent breaches can easily be combined
and used in ‘credential stuffing’ at-
tacks, where hackers use victims’
email/password combinations to break
into their other accounts that have the
same password.

This risk is not reduced by changing
passwords, but by making them strong.
Further, this strength should be built not
on complexity but on uniqueness.
David Jacoby, security researcher in
Kaspersky Lab’s Global Research and
Analysis Team (GReAT), said, “There
is a lot of confusion about what a strong

Lab researchers

password actually means. Many web-
sites now demand complex passwords
comprising at least eight or more upper
and lower case letters, numbers and spe-
cial characters. This is what many us-
ers have come to equate with a ‘strong’
password, and it can seem pretty daunt-
ing.”

Jacoby adds, “The good news is that
strong doesn’t have to mean scary!
When you look at the issue from a secu-
rity perspective, you can see that pass-

Onthe occasion of Safer Internet Day

words are generally strong if they are
unique to you and to one account. There
are easy ways of making them unique,
yet memorable, so that they cannot be
used to breach other accounts, even if
the details are exposed in a data breach.
Further, there are secure password
management tools available, includ-
ing Kaspersky Password Manager that
make it easy to safely create and use
dozens of unique passwords.”

The following steps will help you to
create unique, memorable passwords
that are strong:

“Step 17 Create your ‘static string’
(the part of the password that doesn’t
change; Think of a phrase, song lyrics,
quotes from a movie, nursery rhyme, or
similar that is memorable to you,Take
the first letter from the first three to five
words and Between every letter add a
special character: @ / # etc From now
on, you can base all of your unique
passwords on this one string.

Google’s top tips for keeping you and your family safer online

By ; Adel Farig
At Google, we build protection into
everything we make, so our users can
be confident that their personal infor-
mation is secure. According to a recent
survey we conducted in MENA for par-
ents and teachers, we found that parents
believe that children should learn about
online safety and digital citizenship at
10 years old. The research also shows
that 43% of teachers say that parents
need to do more to keep kids safe on-
line. Additionally, 85% of teachers feel
that they need more resources to teach
online safety to your students.
However, there are still some best
practices that you and your family can
follow to help ensure they are safer not
only while on Google but also while
navigating the wider Internet. This
Safer Internet Day, take a moment to
strengthen your online security by
completing these quick tips and help
guide the younger users in your life to

do the same. Learn more about our tips
at safety.google/security/security-tips/
Keep your software up-to-date:

To help protect your online activity, al-
ways run the latest version of software
across the web browsers, operating
systems, and applications on all your
devices. Some services, including the
Chrome browser, will automatically
update themselves. Other services may
notify you when it’s time to update.
Use unique passwords for your ac-
counts:

Using the same password to log in to
multiple accounts increases your secu-
rity risk. It’s like using the same key
to lock your home, car and office — if
someone gains access to one, all of
them could be compromised. Create a
unique password for each account to
eliminate this risk and keep your ac-
counts more secure. Along with creat-
ing unique passwords, make sure that
each password is hard to guess and bet-

ter yet, at least eight characters long.
Consider using a password manager,
like the one built into your Chrome
browser, to help you create, safeguard
and keep track of all the passwords for
your online accounts.
Take the Google Security Checkup
The Security Checkup gives you per-
sonalized and actionable security rec-
ommendations that help you strengthen
the security of your Google Account.
Taking the Security Checkup doesn’t
just help you stay safer while using
Google. The Checkup also includes
helpful tips to keep you safer across
the web, such as by reminding you
to add a screen lock to your mobile
phone, reviewing third-party access to
your Google Account data, and show-
ing you what sites and apps you may
have signed in to using your Google
Account.

Set up a recovery phone number or
email address and keep it updated:

Adding recovery information—such as
a phone number or back up email ad-
dress—to your account can help you
more quickly get back into your ac-
count if you ever lose access or can’t
sign in. Remember to update the infor-
mation if you change phone number or
email address.

For many web services, a recovery
phone number or email address can be
used to notify you if there’s suspicious
activity in your account, or can help
to block someone from using your ac-
count without permission.

For example, if an unknown device is
used to sign in to your Google Account,
you may be required to verify that the
sign in is legitimate by entering a code
that gets sent to your recovery phone
number. To set up recovery information
on your Google Account, visit security.
google.com and click “Your personal
info.”

Pope rrancis and Grand Ima .
Sign Historic Abu Dhabi Declarationfr
g and Living Together

By ; Shaima Hassan

His Holiness Pope Francis and His Eminence the
Grand Imam of Al Azhar Dr. Ahmed At-Tayyeb
have signed the historic Abu Dhabi Declaration
— a document on Human Fraternity in the United
Arab Emirates.

The “Document on Human Fraternity for World
Peace and Living Together” seeks to encourage
stronger relationships between people to promote
coexistence among peoples and to confront ex-
tremism and its negative impacts.

The signing ceremony was in the presence of His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, UAE Vice President, Prime Minister and
Ruler of Dubai and His Highness Sheikh Moham-
ed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces and attended by more than
400 religious leaders.

During the ceremony His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum also presented
the first “Human Fraternity Award — From Dar
Zayed” that was jointly given to Pope Francis and
the Grand Imam.

By ; Nelly Ali

World Vision and Panasonic Corporation have
launched an Off-grid Solutions Project in Narok
County, Kenya. Panasonic has donated power sup-
ply stations, solar storage devices, solar lanterns
and other lighting equipment at the launching cer-
emony held on January 31, 2019, in Ilkimati com-
munity in Narok.

This Off-grid Solutions Project is one of Panason-
ic’s corporate social responsibility initiatives that
are aimed at celebrating the centennial of the com-
pany’s founding. This project is intended for com-
munities in Asia and Africa with a large off-grid
population, where Panasonic works with NGOs
that are making efforts to address social issues.
In Kenya, World Vision implements this two-year
project as the partner organization (To learn more
about the project: http://panasonic.net/sustainabil-
ity/en/power/solution/).

The project will bring solar powered electricity to
an area of Narok County that is not connected to the
national power grid. According to the Kenya Popu-
lation and Housing Census, 22.7% of households
countrywide are connected to the national electric-
ity grid. In Narok County, however, only 5.6% of
households are covered.

Specifically, the new project has provided two solar
stations and lighting equipment for Ilkimati Prima-
ry School and Enkutoto dispensary. They have also
received solar storage devices. In addition, Pana-
sonic has donated solar lanternsto 150 households
in the community. This will improve the wellbeing
of children and communities in this remote area.
To enhance the sustainability of the project, the
beneficiaries will be trained on basic knowledge of
electricity and the system, and the maintenance of
the equipment by the project.

Once the solar powered electricity is rolled out in
the area, World Vision will support the community
to run income generating activities such as poul-
try farming and school gardening that will be fully
equipped with solar powered drip irrigation Kkits.
They will also initiate reading camps - making use
of the solar lighting system - to improve literacy
competencies for both children and adults.




By ; Adel Farig

Minister of Investment and Inter-
national Cooperation, Dr. Amr Ta-
laat, Minister of Communications
and Business Technology, Dr. Amr
Talaat, and Minister of Economy
and Energy, Peter Tammir, recently
visited the Velak Business Center,
which was launched by the Minis-
try in cooperation with the Ministry
of Communications and Informa-
tion Technology. In the presence of
Ambassador Julius Georges Lowe,
German Ambassador in Cairo, and
Dr. Shehab Marzban, Chairman of
the Board of Directors of the Egyp-
tian Entrepreneurship Company.
The Ministers and the Minister of
Economy of Germany were briefed
by Dr. Shehab Marzban, Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of
the Egyptian Company for Entre-
preneurship, and Yousif Al-Sama,
CEO of Velak, which includes the
activities of your company’s ini-
tiative, Velak, which aims to enable
the next generation of Egyptian

German delegation to visit ITIDA to discuss ways to enhance cooperation and in-

Minister of Investment and Communications:

German Minister of Economy visits the speed of husiness “Velak” To support entre-
preneurs and innovation

Entrepreneurs, by providing a four-
month business acceleration pro-
gram to finance, mentoring, train-
ing and support companies, as well
as the tools and resources needed
to enhance business models and
entrepreneurial skills to compete in
th+e global economy.

FLAC is the largest business ac-
celerator in the Middle East and
Africa, and aims to transform the
country into a leading position in
the region, and applicants can ap-
ply through www.falakstartups.
com A number of entrepreneurs
supported through your idea initia-
tive, “FLAC” in the first phase, an
explanation about their projects.
The German Minister of Economy
praised the initiative of your com-
pany to support start-up companies,
the role of Velk in supporting Egyp-
tian entrepreneurs and the success
stories of Egyptian entrepreneurs.
He pointed out that Germany is one
of the world’s leading countries in
the field of entrepreneurship. Ger-

many is keen to increase its support
for entrepreneurship in Egypt.

Dr. Sahar Nasr stressed that the
political leadership in Egypt puts
priority on investing in the human
element because the hope and the
future in the youth will contribute
to increase growth. Therefore, the
ministry has implemented these
duties by investing in supporting
entrepreneurs and emerging com-
panies. From the support of entre-

preneurship, noting the keenness of
Egypt to benefit from the German
experience in the field of entrepre-
neurship, calling on the German
Minister of Economy to support
youth projects, in the framework of
the focus on the empowerment of
young people and support the small
investor, and create an integrated
system to support entrepreneurs
and innovation helps in Hakiq
hopes and aspirations of young

vestment in Egyptian IT sector

people.

For his part, Dr. Amr Talaat, Min-
ister of Communications and In-
formation Technology, stressed
that the State strongly supports
investment in the creative en-
ergies of our promising youth
through capacity building pro-
grams, entrepreneurship support
and technological innovation, re-
viewing the programs offered by
the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology to
young people and start-up compa-
nies. In support of entrepreneur-
ship and technological incuba-
tors, supporting the participation
of local start-up companies in a
number of specialized interna-
tional forums, and cooperation
with the Ministry of Investment
and International Cooperation in
the field of innovation and en-
trepreneurship support. The ini-
tiative is your company’s idea, in
addition to cooperation with the
Ministry of Higher Education and

Scientific Research in the launch
of 8 communities of technologi-
cal innovation in the regional uni-
versities in the Republic. In ad-
dition to working on developing
the digital skills of young people
and qualifying them to build the
knowledge industry and design
the applications necessary to push
the process of transformation to
the digital society.

He pointed out the creative abilities
of Egyptian youth in the field of
communications and digital tech-
nologies, and that the state offers
excellent opportunities to support
the owners of ideas through busi-
ness accelerators and incubation
and various means of financing.
The Minister stressed the impor-
tance of discussing the opening of
international markets for the export
of Egyptian technological services,
as well as discussing the opportuni-
ties to host research and develop-
ment centers for giant companies

in Egypt.

By : Wasem Emam

Maha Rashad, Acting Chief Executive
Officer of the Information Technology
Industry Development Agency (ITI-
DA), received a delegation of officials
and representatives of German compa-
nies, members of the Bundestag, and
representatives of the German authori-
ties concerned.

The meeting was attended by represent-
atives of the German-Arab Chamber of
Industry and Commerce, the Executive
Vice-Presidents of the Authority and a
number of Executive Directors. The
visit of the German delegation to the
Authority comes as part of the official
visit headed by Peter Altmeyer, Ger-
man Minister of Economy and Energy,
to Egypt with an economic and parlia-
mentary delegation from February 2 to
4 Ongoing.

Rashad welcomed the members of the
German delegation in Cairo and looked
forward to enhancing cooperation and

exchange of experiences between the
German technology companies and
their Egyptian counterparts, pointing
out the full readiness of the TRA to at-
tract all kinds of German IT companies
to invest in Egypt, especially those that
depend on high value-added services.

The meeting discussed the investment
opportunities available in the ICT sec-
tor in Egypt and ways to support the en-

hancement of cooperation between the
two sides. The ITIDA executive pointed
out that Egypt enjoys many competitive
advantages that make it attractive for in-
vestment and business.

Rashad added that Egypt is one of the
most attractive locations for major
technology companies to serve its cus-
tomers and global markets from Egypt,
pointing out that the volume of Egyp-

tian exports of information technology
and services based on them to 3.67 bil-
lion dollars in 2018.

Maha Rashad pointed out that last year
saw increasing interest by German com-
panies to expand or establish joint ser-
vice centers in Egypt in a number of dif-
ferent technology fields, including SQS
for digital systems and software qual-
ity testing services, as well as Henkel,
Which has signed an agreement with the
Commission for the export of IT servic-
es through the Global Services Center
in Egypt, as well as the company Qo-
centris, Siemens Helensners, and others.
The meeting also reviewed the strategy
of the Authority and the main areas of
action, including capacity building
and developing the digital skills of the
Egyptian youth, supporting and foster-
ing technological innovation, embrac-
ing entrepreneurs and emerging compa-
nies, and creating the environment and
business climate and investment.

During the symposium uFreedom in the era of informaticsy at the ook fair:
Abdul Tawab;Applauds the efforts of the Egyptian state in facing threats and
cyber attacks locally And Africa

By: Bakinam Khaled

Engineer Ziad Abdel Tawab, Head of Information and
Decision Support Center At the Council of Ministers,
during his participation in a seminar entitled «Free-
dom in the era of informatics» Which was held on
the sidelines of the Cairo International Book Fair, on
Sunday, 3 February 2019, that the technological de-
velopments the world has witnessed over the years
The past has seen the emergence of a huge number
of multi-style cyber crimes command Which threatens
the national security of States and also threatens the
stability of societies.

In light of the high cost of cybercrime worldwide,
States have begun to pay attention to the organization
of cyberspace through the enactment of legislation and
status Strategies to address those crimes, as countries
are also moving on Regional and global levels to dis-
cuss opportunities and challenges Information tech-
nology to reduce its negative impacts.

Egypt has made great efforts to regulate cyberspace
and combat all means Electronic Crimes, beginning
with the text of the Constitution of Egypt 2014 in two
articles, namely 31, 57 through which an elaborate le-
gal framework for space security could be formulated
, Explaining that through this constitutional obligation
stipulated, it has The Law “Combating Information
Technology Crimes” was adopted, which aims to com-

Huawei sees glohal growth rate of 63.7% and jumps
to 12th place in Brand Finance list of the world's
most powerful and valuable brands

bat Illegal use of computers, information networks, in-
formation technology, etc.

Associated crimes, as well as the protection of gov-
ernment data and information, and regulations State
information networks, or a public legal person, Of the
objection or penetration or tampering with, or damage
or disable in any way she was.

He added, “Abdul Tawab” that the law “fight against
information technology crimes,” also aims To estab-
lish rules, provisions and measures to be followed by
service providers To provide the service to provide us-
ers with IT services, And to define their obligations in
this regard, with a precise procedural regulation that
regulates procedures Investigation, and simulation of
such crimes, as well as identification Cases of rec-
onciliation and procedures, and organize the work of
specialized experts working in the field Crimes against

y ; Adel Farig

information technology.

He pointed out, “Abdul Tawab” that through the con-
stitutional obligation provided for in this In connection
with this, it will also discuss the bill «Protection of
personal datay» In preparation for its issuance during
the coming period, which aims to formulate binding
clauses For both data controller and data processor,
as elements Actors in dealing with personal data, with
mechanisms to address risks Resulting from the use of
personal data of citizens and the violation of their pri-
vacy As well as the organization of cross-border data
transfers to ensure their protection And not to transfer
or share them with States where data are not protected.
He said the bill “protecting personal data”, also aims
to oblige Institutions, entities and individuals who
control and process personal data From the appoint-
ment of an official to protect them within their institu-
tions, while ensuring an appropriate level of protection
Legal and technical data for electronic processing, as
well as legalization And regulating the use of personal
data in online advertising And in the digital environ-
ment in general. Egyptian efforts to regulate cyber-
space have not stopped there Has already issued the
Supreme Council for Cybersecurity of the Presidency
of the Council of Ministers In 2017 National Strategy
for Cybersecurity (2017-2020) which includes On
six key axes: developing the appropriate legislative

By : Shaima hassan

Brand Finance, the UK’s leading brand
consulting firm, has released its top 500
brands in the world in terms of perfor-
mance and market capitalization in
2019. Huawei has advanced from 25th
in 2018 to 12th in the year. This year,
Huawei has gained 13 positions from
its 2018 ranking and Huawei’s growth
rate has increased by 63.7% compared
to its growth rate in 2018, with a global
value of US § 62.278 billion. Huawei
has become one of the fastest growing
brands in the world. Chinese brands are
still performing well on the “Brand Fi-
nance” list. Not only is China one of the
fastest growing countries in the world,
but the total value of Chinese brands is
more than US $ 1 trillion compared to
US § 137.4 billion when Chinese com-
panies In this world rankings for the
first time. Huawei’s initial participation
in the “Brand Finance” list in 2016, and
then jumped to 47th position in 2017.
Thanks to its promising performance in
the global markets, Huawei’s consumer

Brand Finance
Global 500 2019

#12 63.7%

sentiment has increased, increasing day
by day. This year, Huawei has climbed
to 12th place on the “Brand Finance”
list. In addition to the rapid growth rate
of the Huawei brand, its rapid growth
rate of access to this center is on the
list. “In 2018, Huawei Consumer Group
achieved revenues of more than $ 50
million, while global shipments of our
smartphones exceeded 206 million
units,” said Richard Yu, Executive Di-
rector, Huawei Global Consumer Busi-
ness Group. The P20 phones that have
crossed the 17 million mark in global
markets and the number of shipments
of the 20 series of phones launched in
October exceeded the 7.5 million units
worldwide.

As part of their efforts to support the
state’s trend of digital transformation,
financial inclusion and electronic pay-
ment services to ease the burden on
citizens, Egypt’s leading integrated tel-
ecom services provider, Egypt Egypt,
and EFAN have signed a cooperation
protocol to offer a range of payment and
collection services Through the service
of “Orange Cash” to include the dis-
bursement of pensions and government
support represented in the disbursement
of a pension Takaful and dignity, in ad-
dition to payment of university expens-
es, and pay social housing installments,
and pay electricity bills, and payment of
water bills, and the collection of gov-
ernment services represented in Waseel
taxes and customs.

The cooperation protocol allows for the
creation of a new channel for the provi-
sion of electronic and financial services
provided by the National Authority for
Social Insurance for pension card hold-
ers by linking the electronic systems

with E-Pay Center’s electronic payment
and collection systems.

Eng. Yasser Shaker, CEO and Manag-
ing Director of Orange Egypt, said:
“We are working hard to implement
the strategy of financial inclusion and
investment to provide innovative solu-
tions for our clients from the corporate
sector, which is consistent with the
orientations of the Egyptian state. “We
have a lot of experience in this area,”
he said. “Online payment services can
develop many services in the future.”
The Group is proud to have a digital
bank in France.

Engy El-Saban Hussein Al-Rfai

Ahmed Mahrous

CEO of Cashcall CEO of VictoryLink CEO of MDIC

In a joint initiative;
VictoryLink collaborates with
MDIC and SCASH to launch
‘Cashcall’, the Egyptian compa-
ny for electronic payments

By ; Wasem Emam

Leading Egyptian digital solutions company Victo-
ryLink, announced a new cooperation with MDIC
and SCASH to launch the Egyptian company for elec-
tronic payments ‘Cashcall’, relying on VictoryLink’s
extensive expertise in the Egyptian market.

In the last quarter of 2018, Cashcall started offering
bill collection services and charging balances for mo-
bile phones utilizing the most innovative platforms
and solutions to best fit the Egyptian market.
Cashcall has witnessed a rapid and steady growth and
will be able to compete in this promising market in
terms of presence and customers’ satisfaction, due to
the deployment of thousands of e-payment terminals
in all governorates. The company believes in the posi-
tive influence which e-payment systems have on the
national economy and is committed to meet the needs
of the population, all within the framework of a quest
to achieve a leap towards a cashless society.

Ahmed Mahrous, Cashcall CEO, stated: “Cashcall
plays a significant role in the expansion strategy that
promotes and enhances financial inclusion, given
the positive influence financial inclusion has on the
country’s economic and social stability. Not only that,
Cashcall’s contribution to the development of a cash-
less society will promote financial inclusion of vulner-
able groups that are unable to have access to financial
and banking services, aiming to improve the quality
of life for citizens through accessible and safe finan-
cial services that will save time and efforts.” “We are
not only targeting to deal with individuals and private
companies, but also to enhance cooperation with the
governmental sector, including various ministries and
other concerned public entities in addition to mobile
operators, financial institutions, banks and other key
players in the electronic payment services. Moreover,
the company has already contracted with the National
Postal Authority, Agricultural Bank, mobile operator
companies and some other service providers,” Mah-
rous added.

Mahrous also confirmed that Cashcall seeks to al-
ways meet the needs of citizens to conclude their fi-
nancial transactions, through an advanced, safe and
integrated network that includes outlets everywhere
in Egypt as well as mobile applications or through
the internet.  According to Engy El-Saban, CEO of
VictoryLink, “Cashcall will contribute significantly
to the expansion of e-payment services over the com-
ing years, to make it easier for citizens to safely and
securely pay their bills. This contribution also com-
plements VictoryLink’s vision of moving towards a
digital society which is in line with technological
development.” In the meantime, Karim El Ashram,
CEO of SCASH, an Egyptian company holding in-
vestments in different sectors such as chemicals,
pharmaceuticals, construction and logistics and is
also one of the leading construction companies,
suppliers of water projects and electromechanical
services in Egypt, stated: “We believe in Cashcall’s
ability to develop its services in the e-payment field
and we also rely on the company to provide all our
investments, especially those in the retail field of
medicine and cosmetics with unique services and
advanced applications.” Hussein Al-Rifai, CEO of
MDIC, the leading provider of management and con-
sulting services in the telecom and investment sectors
for emerging companies, said: “MDIC’s entry into the
Egyptian market reflects the company’s confidence in
the Egyptian investment climate and renaissance of
the general Egyptian economy especially in the finan-
cial services field and e-payments. MDIC will also
utilize its leading technical and operational expertise
with Cashcall to build an advanced payment and fi-
nancial services network. Moreover, we will contrib-
ute to the development of Egyptian calibers, aiming
to expand our investments in Egypt and competing in
the international market scheme.”
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