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ITIDA :Colas a new cycle for the ITAC initiative”, with 3 million Egyptian

pounds in funding for the project .. 0n28 April

By : Basel Khaled - Mohamed Elttar
Now we are approaching the PRP deadline!
The closing date for PRP submissions will
be April 14, 2022 at 3 PM.

The deadline varies depending on the CFP
type, the deadlines are as follows PRP sub-
mission deadline: April 14, 2022 at 3 PM ,
ARP submission deadline: April 21, 2022 at
3 PM and PDP submission deadline: April
28,2022 at 3 PM.

ICT companies can apply for PDP fund
solely without academic partner upon the
fulfillment of the following conditions. The
prototype was developed by the company
R&D team, the prototype has an innovation
that can be patented or published, and the
company has a research team that is ca-

a N

W litida

IT INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

pable of filling in the role of the research
institutes. In such a case, the purchase of
fixed assets is not allowed, and the follow-
ing conditions apply:

The PI from the industry should have PhD

and/or papers and/or patents and either
100% affiliated with the company (multiple
affiliation is not allowed) AND Or has a
clear evidence (papers or patents or previ-
ous ITAC reports) that he has participated
in the prototype.

Team members from the industry partner
cannot join other ITAC-funded projects
with another affiliation before the success-
ful termination of the previous project and
paying the partial fund return.

The ITAC is pleased to announce the
seventh call for product development pro-
jects (PDPs) that target electronics prod-
ucts ready for MASS PRODUCTION (i.e.,
TRL 9 on NASA Scale). The ceiling of
these projects is 5 MEGP and they are fully

funded by Egypt Makes Electronics (EME).
(A1l ITAC rules apply). The same previous
condition is applied; electronic companies
can apply solely for this fund without the
academic partner.

Egypt Makes Electronics is a national
strategy to foster and develop electronics
industry in Egypt and positioning Egypt
as a regional hub for electronics manufac-
turing and global destination of choice for
electronics design and innovation.

For more information, please visit the
ITAC website https://www.itida.gov.eg/
English/Programs/ITAC-CFP/Pages/de-
fault.aspx
Looking forward to your participation in
the ITAC Rounds.

By : Nahla Ahmed-
Elkholy

Mohamed

MENA’s biggest content aggrega-
tor with more than 400,000 pieces
of diversified content, is set to de-
but a new talk show on its Shotha
video-on-demand service in time for
the observation of the holy month of
Ramadan 2022.

(Saye3 Aflam,” a Shofha original
production, will feature some of the
region’s popular celebrities and will
cater to movie fanatics. To be hosted
by Adham Ghoneim, the exciting
show will ask its guest celebrities a
range of trivia questions to test their
knowledge on the spot about the
most celebrated films in the region.
The guest list includes Fifi Abdou,
Ahmed el Fishawy, Huda El Mufti
The show will be available exclu-
sive on Shotha platform.

Medhat Karam, CEO, ArpuPlus,
said: “The face of entertainment in

Shofha announces a new talk show for
film fanatics on its platform

the region continues to change, and
we will evolve alongside it to ad-
ArpuPlus, a subsidiary of A15 and dress new demands. ‘Saye3 Aflam’
reflects our tireless efforts to offer
all our Shofha subscribers brand-
new shows that will satisfy their
preference and exceed their expec-
tations.”
“We aim to provide an experience
that adds value to and makes a dif-
ference in the lives of our subscrib-
ers. From movies, television series
and plays to cartoons and lifestyle
videos, the range of Shotha con-
tent is highly diverse. We will fur-
ther broaden our Shotha offerings
to reach more viewers across the
MENA market,” he added.

Accessible via its website and mo-
bile application, Shotha debuted in
2016 to create the ultimate video
streaming experience for its users.
Presently operating in 13 MENA
countries, ArpuPlus will launch a
Shotha smart TV app soon.

hamed Shawky
Leveraging the Jumia in-
frastructure in Africa, UPS

Inflation in the OECD area climbs further,

hitting 7.7% in Feh

By : Nahla Ahmed- Wael Elhosany
Year-on-year inflation in the OECD area
rose to 7.7% in February 2022, compared
with 7.2% in January 2022, and just 1.7%
in February 2021, reaching its highest rate
since December 1990. This increase re-
flected in part another sharp rise in infla-
tion in Turkey, increasing from 48.7% in
January to 54.4% in February. Excluding
Turkey, inflation in the OECD area rose to
6.3%, following a rate of 5.8% in January
2022.

While energy continued to boost inflation
in amajority of OECD countries, food price
inflation also showed a notable increase.
Excluding food and energy, year-on-year
inflation in the OECD area increased to
5.5%, after 5.1% in January 2022.

bafihe
sharein
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Proudly the'world s
langest ship Registry

Year-on-year inflation in the G20 area also
increased in February 2022, reaching 6.8%
compared with 6.5% in January 2022. Out-
side the OECD area, year-on-year inflation
rose significantly in Argentina. It was sta-
ble in China and South Africa while it de-
creased in India.
PwC Middle East outlines the transforma- | «
tional potential of ESG in the region in a
newly launched survey report .

will offer its customers an
extended range of delivery
solutions, including door to
door package delivery and
collection, with a variety of
payment options. This part-
nership will also allow UPS
to leverage the extensive
network of Jumia drop-off
and pick-up stations to ex-
pand the UPS reach and
coverage across more towns
and cities in Africa. The col-
laboration will initially cover
Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria,
with plans for expansion to
Ghana and Ivory Coast, and
thereafter to the remain-
ing African countries where
Jumia operates.

kAt the beginning of our jour-

ney, 10 years ago, logistics
infrastructure was one of
the most challenging aspects
of our operating environ-
ment. This challenge was
a catalyst for us to build an
unparalleled logistics plat-
form in Africa offering our
sellers and consumers reli-
able, convenient and cost-
effective delivery services.
Today, we are helping other
businesses overcome these
infrastructure challenges by
giving them access to our
logistics platform. We are
delighted and humbled by
the opportunity to partner
up with UPS, a global logis-
tics leader, to offer them last
mile solutions in Africa. We
view this as a validation of
the strength of our logistics
platform as well as an incen-
tive to double down on our

" UPS partners with Jumia to expand its logistics
services in Africa

efforts to further enhance our
services and build a world-
class logistics business in
Africa,” said Apoorva Ku-
mar, Senior Vice President
Logistics, Jumia. “This part-
nership will help small and
medium-sized businesses in
Africa that make up 90 per-
cent of all businesses on the
continent and are the back-
bone of the economy. UPS’s
asset-light approach, like the
Jumia partnership, offers a
pathway for businesses to
quickly and reliably connect
to new customers around the
world through our global
network, potentially acceler-
ating their revenue growth,”
said Gregory Goba Ble, Vice
President of Engineering and
Operations for Indian sub-
continent, Middle East and
Africa, UPS.
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By :Nahla Makled - Wael El-
hosan

PwC Middle East launched a
new report titled ‘Reimagining
our region through ESG’, which
explores the maturity of ESG in
the Middle East using insights
drawn from a survey of top exec-
utives with ESG responsibilities
operating in the region. Driven
by the conviction that Environ-
mental, Social and Governance
(ESG) principles are essential to
the continued development of
the Middle East and have the po-
tential to provide world-leading
competitive advantage, the report
provides insight into the current
adoption of ESG.

The report details three critical
areas that need to be addressed

corporate

to unlock the potential of ESG in
the region: strategic ESG align-
ment, readiness to change and
adapt, and the need for greater
government direction and more
extensive collaboration with the
private sector.
The findings reveal significant
alignment between national and
but also
some gaps (particularly in the
area of water security and biodi-
versity), and indicate there is still
a lack of maturity in the adoption
of ESG strategies in the private
sector. One evidence of this is
that only 18% of respondents
have systems and capabilities in
place to cover the full suite of
ESG activities. This suggests that
many companies in the region

priorities,

WC

are at the beginning of their ESG
journey.

Executives who responded ex-
pressed their desire to have
clear policies and direction from
the public sector to assist their
ESG adoption efforts. They also

stressed the importance of having
standard metrics available to as-
sess their ESG performance and
gain insight into the return on
their investments.

Commenting on the report, Ab-
delkhaleq Ahmad, PwC Middle
East Consulting Partner, Eco-
nomics & Sustainability said:
‘Across the region, we see nation-
al visions drive transformation at
an unprecedented pace and scale
in ways that are aligned with
ESG principles. We believe that
ESG can take this transformation
to the next level, with increased
adoption leading to competitive
advantage and long-term sus-
tainable development.” He added
‘The opportunities are there, and
the potential is huge, particularly

PwC Middle East outlines the transformational potential of ESG in the region in a newly

when considering the region’s
historic role in the energy sector
globally and the huge reservoir of
young talent.’

Dr. Yahya Anouti, Partner at
Strategy& Middle East and the
ESG Leader expanded: ‘There
is a synergistic relationship be-
tween ESG and the transforma-
tion we are seeing in the region.
Integrating ESG principles into a
holistic strategy that is embedded
across an entity, will ensure that
the transformation journey yields
trust and delivers sustained out-
comes. That is why we launched
a survey that aims to understand
where the region is on its journey
to become a global player in the
ESG space, and to advise on the
steps needed to move forward

Jody Yee

the new Global Industry Solutions Director for
(Technology, Media & Telecoms at (AGCS

Seven risk drivers in the tech and
telecoms sector’1-3”

Discusses some of the main drivers behind the top
risks facing the sector, as ranked by Allianz Risk
Barometer respondents — from the specter of cyber-
crime to the acute talent shortage.

Risks are interrelated and aggregated in the modern
networked world:

Cybercrime threatens to outpace society’s ability to
manage and respond to it

The Covid crisis has created new demands for func-
tionalities and improved service offerings from
technology and telecoms providers

Investor activism and ESG (environmental, social
and governance) will be one of the hottest issues
facing the sector in the next few years

Robust and resilient operations will be essential to
navigate the increasingly interconnected risk land-
scape

The following risks were identified by respondents
from the technology and telecoms sectors in the an-
nual Allianz Risk Barometer 2022. This annual re-
port reveals the top corporate risks for the next 12
months and beyond, based on the insights of more
than 2,650 risk management experts from 89 coun-
tries and territories.

Cyber incidents

Over the last two years, the pivot to remote work-
ing has seen many industries undergo an acceler-
ated process of digitalization, a trend boosted by
a proliferation of platforms and devices. This has
enabled business activities to continue, but also in-
creased entry points for cybercrime. A shortage of
cybersecurity professionals and patchwork govern-
ance mechanisms has aggravated this risk.

Cyber insurance claims have increased significantly
over the past three years, driven by the rise of losses
from external manipulation of systems, as well as
the increased uptake in cyber insurance. Overall,
cyber-related claims seen by AGCS (across all in-
dustry sectors) increased from almost 500 in 2018
to around 1,100 last year. Ransomware attacks have
emerged as a growing threat. In 2020, the number
of ransomware claims AGCS was involved in in-
creased by over 40%, although this represented a
small proportion of claims overall. This activity
is so potentially lucrative criminals are now offer-
ing ‘Ransomware as a Service’ for as little as $40
a month.

The surge in cybercrime threatens to outpace socie-
ty’s ability to manage and respond to it. At the same
time, hackers are eyeing up bigger and more critical
targets — such as the breach of American tech firm
SolarWinds in 2020 that compromised multiple US
government departments and agencies — with poten-
tially wide-scale consequences across society. The
ensuing physical disruptions and business interrup-
tions of attacks like that on the Colonial Pipeline
in 2021 have financial consequences for companies,
consumers, and insurers.

There are intangible costs too — the effect on vic-
tims’ mental health, the impact on brand reputation,
and the undermining of public trust in businesses
and institutions.

All organizations should ensure compliance with
the legislation and regulations that govern their
activities in all jurisdictions they operate in. As
the risk landscape changes, businesses need to be
aware of how this will impact their activities and
take steps to protect their assets. The invasion of
Ukraine is a salient reminder of the omnipresent
danger of state-sponsored cyber-attacks that aim to
disrupt and disable IT systems. Many companies
are on alert for an escalation in hacking attempts
and Russian reprisal cyber-attacks after the impos-
ing of sanctions by Western nations, resulting in a
number of the country’s lenders being kicked off
the global payments messaging system Swift.[1]
Business interruption

Cyber-attacks can cause widespread disruption — in-
deed, business interruption costs account for around
60% of the value of cyber claims, AGCS analysis
shows — but recent geopolitical upheaval and the
pandemic have exposed other vulnerabilities in our
supply chains. Whether it was shortages in lumber
or semiconductors, these chinks became all too ap-
parent as companies faced up to their overreliance
on critical suppliers. Supply chain challenges can
result in business interruption and contingent busi-
ness interruption claims as a result of delayed com-
ponents, or in D&O (directors and officers) secu-
rities claims if operational management is deemed
inadequate. Liability for third-party risk could arise
if lower quality components are used because of a
shortage, for example, and defective products lead

_to bodily injury.
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African Development Bank Group President wraps up three-day visit to the UAE

By : Wael Elhoseny - Bakinam Khaled
African Development Bank Group President
Dr Akinwumi A. Adesina wrapped up an of-
ficial visit to the United Arab Emirates on Fri-
day. The three-day visit covered engagements
in Dubai and Abu Dhabi.

The visit—which took place alongside the
World Government Summit and the closing
days of Expo 2020 Dubai—explored potential
partnerships for strategic investment in Af-
rica between the African Development Bank
Group and the UAE, in renewable energy, ag-
riculture and food production.

His Highness Sheikh Maktoum Bin Moham-
med Al Maktoum, Dubai’s Deputy Ruler,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Fi-
nance of the United Arab Emirates, and the
African Development Bank chief, discussed
strategic opportunities that would strengthen
economic ties between the UAE, the Bank,

and Africa.

Lauding the UAE’s exceptionally visionary
leadership, Adesina said: “There is a lot that
Africa can draw from the UAE’s remarkable
success. What the UAE has done, using its re-
sources, its drive and determination to devel-
op the country into what it is today is highly
impressive. We are keen to see the UAE be-
come an even more valued and significant in-
vestment partner in Africa. The UAE has been
a highly valued participant in the African De-
velopment Fund, our Bank Group’s conces-
sionary lending arm supporting low-income
countries since 1978. Hopefully, we may at
some point be able to welcome the UAE as
a member of the African Development Bank.”
Adesina also held a raft of bilateral meetings
with other senior members of government and
heads of UAE parastatal companies. They in-
cluded discussions with the Minister of State

for International Cooperation, Her Excellency
Reem Al Hashimy—who is also Managing
Director of Expo 2020 Dubai—and the Minis-
ter of State for African Affairs, His Excellency
Sheikh Shakhbout bin Nahyan bin Mubarak
Al Nahyan.

Receiving the African Development Bank
head, the Minister of State in charge of Afti-

can Affairs, His Excellency Sheikh Shakhbout,
spoke about the UAE’s desire to help African
countries diversify their economies, provide
value-added support for small and medium-
sized enterprises, explore potential social
housing investment opportunities, and  con-
nect young African fintech companies to in-
novations that would allow them to grow and
thrive on the continent.

The African Development Bank President and
the Director General of the Abu Dhabi Fund
for Development, His Excellency Mohammed
Saif Al Suwaidi, also signed a memorandum
of understanding for closer collaboration, on
behalf of their respective institutions.

Suwaidi said: “We consider the African De-
velopment Bank to be the continent’s Think
Tank. We believe that Africa is the world’s
next growth frontier and we don’t want to
miss that.”

Adesina and His Excellency Sultan Bin Sulay-
em, CEO of Dubai Ports World, the world’s
largest port operator, with 78 marine and in-
land terminals in more than 60 countries, held
substantive discussions. The Bank has actively
financed port infrastructure projects in Africa.
Adesina and Sulayem, discussed investment
cooperation that would link African ports to
renewable energy and industrial hubs includ-
ing food production and agro-processing.

Equally productive discussions were held
with Dr Mohamed Jameel Al Ramahi, CEO of
Masdar, an innovative Abu Dhabi renewable
energy company; with His Excellency Ahmed
Saeed Al Calily, CEO and Chief Strategy and
Risk Officer of Mubadala, a sovereign inves-
tor managing diverse portfolio of UAE and
global assets; with senior officials of TAQA,
a leading UAE energy company; and with the
Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA).
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Telecom Egynt announces the start-up of the first EG-IX Internet Exchange
Genter in Egynt in cooperation with AMS-IX

By : Basel Khaled — Mohamed Elttar

Telecom Egypt, the first integrated telecom operator in Egypt,
and one of the largest submarine cable operators in the region,
revealed the start of operating the first EG-IX Internet traffic
exchange center in Egypt in cooperation with AMS-IX, with
the aim of enhancing the digital experience of Internet users
in Egypt, Africa and the Middle East.

EG-IX is hosted within Telecom Egypt’s Regional Data
Center (RDH), which is the largest international data center
in Egypt and holds Tier III certifications in the categories of
Tier III Facility and Operational Sustainability (Tier III). Op-
erational) from the Uptime Institute. It also connects to 14
submarine cable systems through the company’s advanced
infrastructure, and the number is expected to increase to 25
systems by 2025.

The center will be managed by IX-as-a-Service (IXaaS) tech-
nology, through which AMS-IX supports the provision of
the latest solutions to build the exchange center for Internet
traffic by content service providers, cloud services, applica-
tion developers and telecom companies looking to enhance
the digital experience of its users Internet services in Africa
and the Middle East. The advanced IXaaS technology will
support Telecom Egypt’s efforts to establish and operate the

L

latest Internet traffic exchange center in Egypt based on the
experience of AMS-IX in this field, which extends for more
than 25 years.

This step is in line with Telecom Egypt’s efforts to upgrade
the level of internet services provided in Egypt, in addition
to enhancing Egypt’s position as a global hub for connectiv-
ity services, which further sheds light on the potential of the
growing digital sector in the region.

For his part, Eng. Adel Hamed, Managing Director and CEO
of Telecom Egypt, said: “We are pleased to launch the In-
ternet Traffic Exchange Center services in cooperation with
AMS-IX through Telecom Egypt’s latest data center.

Addalef This step will support digital transformation plans in
Egypt. This move will not only strengthen the internet eco-
system in Egypt but will also support ongoing regional efforts
to create a digital ecosystem to aggregate internet traffic from
Africa and the Middle East.”

Peter van Bergel, CEO of AMS-IX, said: “The launch of EG-
IX is a milestone for AMS-IX, Telecom Egypt and the Inter-
net community where global networks will be able to directly
connect and exchange traffic through it, reducing the cost of
peering and latency. and enhances the quality of Internet ser-
vices provided to all users
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By : Mohamed Elkhol — Bakinam Khaled
DoorDash is the largest food delivery service
in America. According to a data presentation
by BanklessTimes.com, it had a 53% share of
the market as of 2021. The firm has carved out
a dominant position by displacing its biggest
rival, UberEats which has maintained a 26%
market share since 2018.

Factors behind DoorDash’s rise

One of the reasons behind DoorDash’s suc-
cess is its comprehensive approach to captur-
ing the market. For instance, the Coronavirus
pandemic saw consumer demand for food
delivery shoot through the roof. DoorDash
positioned itself to capitalize on this trend and

\

used it to increase its market share.
Consequently, it was able to increase its an-
nual revenues threefold. From an annual rev-
enue of $850M in 2019, DoorDash achieved
an annual income of $2.88B in 20220.
DoorDash’s extensive reach

Analysts also credit DoorDash’s steady
growth to an aggressive marketing strategy
and superior technology. That has seen them
tap into the more than 300,000 eateries in the
US. The company serves.

Further, DoorDash’s strength comes from the
massive delivery fleet. It has invested heavily
in its infrastructure and logistics network, cre-
ating a seamless experience for its customers

DoorDash’s Dominance in the US food delivery market up to 93%

and restaurants. Its modern fleet of Dashers is
unmatched in efficiency and courtesy.
Founded in 2013, DoorDash initially focused

~

on delivering food from eateries that didn’t
have a delivery option. It began operations in
Palo Alto before expanding to other cities. In
2014, it raised $17.3 million in an investment
round led by Sequoia Capital.
It would later raise $400 million in 2020 as
part of a Series H funding round, which val-
ued it at $16 billion. Before that, DoorDash
acquired Scotty Lab in August 2019. The lat-
ter is a self-driving technology startup.
Despite its successes, DoorDash is not resting
on its laurels. It is rolling out new features to
entrench its market position. These include
real-time tracking of its couriers’ progress in
delivering your order.
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CITC's first Sustainability Report details ICT sec-

tor's role in reaching Kingdom's sustainability targets

By : Nahla Ahmed - Mo-
hamed Shawky

Saudi Arabia’s digital regu-
lator, the Communications
and Information Technology
Commission (CITC) released
its first Annual Sustainability
Report in conjunction with
the Ministry of Communica-
tions and Information Tech-
nology (MCIT), detailing
the role of ICT in achieving
the Kingdom’s sustainability
goals under the guidance of
Vision 2030.

From livable green cities to
renewable energy and envi-
ronmental preservation, CITC
lays out four key themes and
16 strategic priorities for its
2023 strategy in the report.
The regulator’s key priorities
for 2023 and beyond are pro-
tecting consumers, promot-
ing investment and competi-
tion, enabling Saudi Arabia’s
digital transformation, and
achieving regulatory excel-
lence.

The report showcases CITC’s
particular focus on achieving

consensus and transparency
in the sector, as the King-
dom’s regulator aims to help
develop the most advanced
and meaningful regulations in
Saudi Arabia and around the
globe.

3CITC’s efforts to build
strong connectivity across the
Kingdom ensures equal ac-
cess to education, public ser-
vices, and financial inclusion.
By 2022, 92.6% of Riyadh
and 48.1% of the Kingdom
have access to 5G coverage,
while the Digital Inclusion
of Saudi Rural Areas project
allowed 3.2 million people to
access internet in the remotest
parts of the Kingdom.

The widespread internet ac-
cess has enabled the King-
dom’s population to reach
many services such as health,
finance, and education for a
more sustainable and equal
living.

Under the guidance of the
Saudi Green Initiative, CITC
seeks to elevate Saudi Arabia
among the top global players

in sustainability, from smart
cities to renewable energy,
while generating prosperity
and investment opportunities.
The publication addition-
ally highlights the public and
private sector’s contribution
to the SDGs. In cooperation
with the MCIT, CITC pro-
moted projects that con-
tributed to SDGs in gender
equality, industry, innovation,
and infrastructure, quality
education, decent work, and
economic growth. MCIT’s
program to empower women
alone contributed to the train-
ing of 20,000 women via the
future skills initiative, while
delivering first-grade leader-
ship training for women in the
ICT sector.
The report is released as the
International ~ Telecommuni-
cation Union’s Connect 2030
sustainability agenda gathers
momentum. The initiatives
five main goals center on
growth, inclusiveness, sus-
tainability, innovation, and
partnership.

Launch of the first regional online platform for the

social enterprise sector in MENA

By : Bakinam Khaled — Mohamed Elttar
Euclid Network and its local partners an-
nounced the launch of se-mena.org — the first
regional online platform for the social enter-
prise sector in MENA.

The platform was born out of an initiative in
the scope of the EU-funded MedUP! project
and currently features organisations from
Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, Palestine, Jordan
and Lebanon.

The platform will be available in English,
French and Arabic. It features the option to
create an organisation profile for different SE
key actors; provides a search function to iden-
tify and connect with relevant organisations; as
well as a blog section. However, the se-mena

SWVL rings the NASDAQ hell

By : Wael Elhosan — Bakinam Khaled

SWVL rings the NASDAQ bell making it the first
Egyptian-born unicorn to list on Nasdaq! At En-
deavor, we believe SWVL is a result of the multipli-
er effect in action. Endeavor Entrepreneur Mostafa
Kandil is an ex-Careem employee, and Careem was
one of the first investors of the company back in
2017, a critical support to make the scale-up thrive.

Now SWVL has changed the direction of business
in Egypt; instead of international companies enter-
ing the market, Egyptian-born companies expand
globally and become role models for the next gen-
eration! Endeavor Egypt has a lot to be proud of

today!

2and SWVL will make an initial $15 million invest-
ment to generate jobs and self-employment oppor-
tunities over the next 3+ and further develop Swvl’s
research and development capabilities through the

creation of an engineering hub in Argentina.

SWVL announced entering into a partnership with
Moove to help them scale their revenue based ve-

_

team is already planning additional features to
be added in the near future.

It aims at providing a convening platform and
knowledge database for the social enterprise
ecosystems in the MENA region. More specifi-
cally, its vision is to:

Break silos between key actors in the social
enterprise ecosystem.

Increase the visibility of social entrepreneur-
ship.

Foster partnerships and collaborations.

It also serve as a great resource for non-ME-
NA actors to get a better understanding of the
social enterprise ecosystems in the region, as
well as to identify potential project partners,
collaboration opportunities, etc.

By :Mohamed Elttar - Nahla Makled

Just days after Hisense received the Depart-
ment of Economy and Tourism’s “Dubai
Quality Global Award”, Jason Ou, President
of Hisense Middle East and Africa, has out-
lined the global electronics and whitegoods
manufacturer’s plans in the region.

Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and
Ruler of Dubai, the annual Business Excel-
lence Awards recognised Hisense for its excel-
lent practices and alignment with the UAE’s
economic development and social happiness.
Now, as both Hisense and the Emirates ac-
celerate into a new post-pandemic reality with
Dubai Hills Mall being selected for the launch
of Hisense’s first physical store in the Middle
East, Mr Ou has reaffirmed the global brand’s
commitment to regional development.
“Winning the prestigious Dubai Quality
Global Award is extremely important,” said
Mr Ou. “It springboards our consumer ac-
quisition strategy of spreading excellence to
global frontiers, while prioritising the Middle
East. Our growth in the region is skyrocket-
ing with the launch of our first physical store
in Dubai, a flagship store to launch in Qatar,
and two more following soon after in Saudi
Arabia. This shows our commitment to driving
innovation and delivering superior quality to
customers in the region.”

The Business Excellence Awards is a mainstay
among the initiatives launched by the Depart-
ment of Economy and Tourism (DET), the
principal authority for planning, supervision,
development, and marketing of Dubai’s eco-
nomic and tourism sectors. The Awards aim to

( HISENSE OUTLINES AMBITIONS AND REGIONAL GROWTH PLANS AFTER )
‘RECEIVING PRESTIGIOUS ‘DUBAI QUALITY GLOBAL AWARD

promote quality and excellence as a catalyst
for further growth and development through-
out the local business landscape.

“From our inception, Hisense has sought to
become the world’s most reliable consumer
electronics brand and this recognition from
the Department of Economy and Tourism
confirms we are on the right path to becoming
the preferred option for millions of consumers
across the Middle East and North Africa. We
look forward to continuing on that path and
strengthening our position within the region,
while providing residents and visitors with
unrivalled best-in-class quality of technology,
products, and services.”
Hisense has ambitious plans to elevate its
brand awareness across the region. Its official
sponsorship of the FIFA World Cup 2022TM
is the latest in a long line of sporting tie-ups
that demonstrate the company’s competi-
tive elevation. Sporting partnerships include
sponsorship of the UEFA Euro 2016 and 2020
football tournaments, Australian Open tennis,
NASCAR Xfinity Series, Red Bull Racing F1
team, Joe Gibbs Racing, and football clubs
FC Schalke 04 of Germany and France’s Paris
Saint-Germain.
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EU-funded IPMED in Jordan launches the “protect your idea” initiative

By : Mohamed Elttar — Wael Elhosany

“Protect Your Idea” is an initiative that was
launched on 26 March 2022, with a total
of 45 attendees representing start-ups, MS-
MEs, young and women entrepreneurs, in
Al-Zarga’a Governorate, north of Jordan, in
cooperation with the Jordan Enterprise De-
velopment Corporation “JEDCO” through
IPMED project and “The Peace Message for
Development”, “ All Jordan Youth Commis-
sion”, and Qumsieh Company for Intellectual
Property. The initiative aims at raising aware-
ness about intellectual property rights (IPR)
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hicle financing model across North Africa, Pakistan I
and the Middle East. The partnership will also allow on this expanding industry. distribu-
SWVL to expand vehicle classes to include Electric I P g NGusy, -

SWVL acquired door2door, a European high- I
growth mobility platform that provides software for I
on-demand mobility, multimodal routing and mobil-

tors, enablers, and providers

How consumers interact with finan-
: I I cial services is undergoing a revolu-
tion. The emergence of Banking as
) I I a Service (BaaS) is driving endless
possibilities, opening the path toward
I truly embedded finance and blurring
the lines between consumers’ favorite
retailers and financial institutions.
The BaaS market is expected to reach
$7 trillion by 2030. But to capitalize

overcome challenges. Streamlining
customer experiences and building
sleek, engaging products take time.

among the youth, entrepreneurs, SMEs and
community youth initiatives in different gov-
ernorates. It aims to strengthen the partner-
ship between the public and private sectors
and civil society institutions in achieving
sustainable development. The IPMED is
implemented through (JEDCO) as a leader
in partnership with Greece, Italy, Spain and
Tunisia through a total of 1.194 million euros
funded by the Cross-Border Cooperation Pro-
gramme for the Mediterranean Basin within
the European Neighborhood Instrument (ENI
CBC MED).

I I By : Basel Khaled — Mohamed Elt-
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Finastra’s new research, Banking as
a Service: Outlook 2022 | Paving the
way for Embedded Finance, inter-
views 1,600 senior executives.

We define the industry and its play-
ers, calculate the hottest value pools,
benchmark sectors and industries
for market maturity, and lay out best
practice steps on playing to win.

must

Vice President and General Manager of Graphics
and Gaming Team

The first Intel Arc A-Series graphics processing units
will power laptops, with more products coming this
year for desktops and workstations.

For decades, Intel has been a champion for PC plat-
form innovation. We have delivered generations of
CPUs that provide the computing horsepower for bil-
lions of people. We advanced connectivity through
features like USB, Thunderbolt™ and Wi-Fi. And
in partnership with the PC ecosystem, we developed
the ground-breaking PCI architecture and the Intel®
Evo™ platform, pushing the boundary for what mo-
bile products can do.

Intel is uniquely positioned to deliver PC platform
innovations that meet the ever-increasing computing
demands of professionals, consumers, gamers and
creators around the world. Now, we take the next big
step.

Today, we are officially launching our Intel® Arc™
graphics family for laptops, completing the Intel plat-
form. These are the first discrete GPUs from our In-
tel Arc A-Series graphics portfolio for laptops, with
our desktop and workstation products coming later
this year. You can visit our Newsroom for our launch
video, product details and technical demos, but I will
summarize the highlights of how our Intel Arc plat-
form and A-Series mobile GPU family will deliver
hardware, software, services and — ultimately — high-
performance graphics experiences.

New Laptops with Intel Arc Graphics: We’ve part-
nered with top OEMs to co-engineer an amazing line-
up of laptops that feature new and improved gaming
and content creation capabilities with Intel Arc graph-
ics and 12th Gen Intel® Core™ processors. Many
new systems with Intel Arc 3 graphics will feature
the Intel Evo platform’s trademark responsiveness,
battery life and Wi-Fi 6 connectivity in thin-and-light
form factors.

Laptops with Intel Arc 3 graphics offer enhanced
1080p gaming and advanced content creation, and
those with Intel Arc 5 and Intel Arc 7 graphics will
offer the same cutting-edge, content-creation capabil-
ities coupled with increased graphics and computing
performance.

The first laptops with Intel Arc 3 GPUs are available
to preorder now and will be followed by the more
powerful designs with Intel Arc 5 and Intel Arc 7
graphics in early summer.

Unleashing the Laptop Platform: The foundation of
products with Intel Arc A-Series GPUs and our plat-
form-level approach to graphics innovation starts with
our new Xe High Performance Graphics microarchi-
tecture (Xe HPG), which is engineered for gamers
and creators. We have packed a ton of great technol-
ogy into Xe HPG, including powerful Xe-cores with
Intel XMX Al engines, a graphics pipeline optimized
for DirectX 12 Ultimate with hardware acceleration
for ray tracing, the Xe Media Engine tuned to acceler-
ate existing and future creator workloads and the Xe
Display Engine ready for DisplayPort 2.0 UHBR10.
Intel Xe Matrix Extensions (XMX) Al engines pro-
vide more compute capability for accelerating Al
workloads. These Al engines have 16 times the com-
pute to complete Al inferencing operations when
compared to traditional GPU vector units, which can
increase performance in productivity, gaming and
creator applications.

Xe Super Sampling (XeSS) is our solution that lev-
erages the power of Intel Arc graphics” XMX Al-
engines to deliver high-performance, Al-accelerated
upscaling. XeSS is a novel upscaling technology
that uses deep learning to synthesize images that are
very close to the quality of native high-res rendering.
XeSS is coming in the summer and will be supported
on all products with Arc A-Series graphics.

Intel Arc A-Series GPUs are the first in the industry to
offer full AVI hardware acceleration, including both
encode and decode, delivering faster video encode
and higher quality streaming while consuming the
same internet bandwidth. We’ve worked with indus-
try partners to ensure that AV1 support is available to-
day in many of the most popular media applications,
with broader adoption expected this year. The AV1
codec will be a game changer for the future of video
encoding and streaming.

We’ve integrated Intel® Deep Link technologies to
enable Intel Arc GPUs to work seamlessly with In-
tel CPUs and integrated graphics for a performance
improvement across gaming, creating and streaming
workloads. Intel Deep Link enables dynamic power
sharing, intelligently distributing power across the
platform to increase application performance up to
30% in creation and compute-intensive applications.1
With Hyper Encode and Hyper Compute, Deep Link
allows multi-engine acceleration in transcoding and
Al tasks. More details are available in our product
fact sheet.

We have a dedicated team focused on delivering Day
0 game-ready drivers, which you’ll be able to track in
our new Intel® Arc Control interface, an all-in-one
hub that puts you in full control of the gaming ex-
perience. Intel Arc Control includes custom perfor-
mance profiles, built-in streaming, a virtual camera,
integrated Game ON driver downloading, automatic
game capture, and more. The app supports Intel® Iris
X e graphics and Intel Arc GPUs for a unified soft-
ware experience.

By working with our developer partners, we are mak-
ing a growing portfolio of Intel-optimized games and
multimedia applications available to discrete graph-
ics customers through special launch bundles. Bun-
dles will vary based on the system and the region, but
the first of these gamer and creator bundles is rolling
out in April with the launch of our A-Series mobile
products.

Our goal is to deliver something new and fun to the
community every day of the year. We invite you to
connect with us and join the conversation on our Intel
Insiders discord.
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