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Microsoft signs a Memorandum of Understanding with eTax to provide
artificial intelligence technologies in tax system solutions

By: Nahla Ahmed - Mohamed Shawky

Microsoft has signed a memoran-
dum of understanding with eTax, a
company affiliated with the Minis-
try of Finance, in cooperation with
e-Finance for financial and digital
investments, to allow the exploita-
tion of artificial intelligence tech-
niques in the solutions of the Egyp-
tian tax systems in the framework
of supporting digital transforma-
tion, financial inclusion, and pro-
viding financial electronic services
supported by modern technology.
According to the memorandum,
Microsoft will support digital fi-
nancial transformation efforts in
Egypt by employing artificial intel-
ligence and business intelligence
techniques in the tax system, in
addition to enabling eTax to en-
hance its role in developing the ba-
sic capabilities necessary for digital
transformation for the Egyptian
Tax Authority, including projects
of electronic invoice and electron-
ic invoice service provider. And
smart business reports in the area
of tax and tax fraud.

For his part, Ibrahim Sarhan,
Chairman of the eTax Technology
Company for Tax Solutions, praised

the importance of the agreement,
saying, “eTax provides specialized
technology services, digital trans-
formation projects, technology
consultations, and provides all hu-
man resources with expertise and
specialized services to develop the
current electronic tax system and
improve tax administration, in a
way that works on Enhancing the
tax proceeds and making it easier
for the gentlemen who deal with
the Egyptian Tax Authority by fol-
lowing the latest electronic means.
“The partnership with Microsoft
will enable us to benefit from its
vast experience and advanced ser-
vices in a manner consistent with
achieving our vision during the
coming period,” he added.

For his part, Mirna Aref, General
Manager of Microsoft in Egypt,
said about the importance of this
agreement. The Covid-19 pan-
demic has proven beyond any
doubt that digital transformation
is the only way towards achieving
business and services sustainabil-
ity. We, at Microsoft, are proud that
we contribute to the great efforts
made by the Egyptian government
to achieve digital transformation in
all fields. “

i  J

“We hope that this partnership will
be the beginning of more collab-
orative efforts in this field, as Mi-
crosoft will contribute to building
capabilities related to the services
we provide, in addition to connect-
ing eTax with our tax partners,” she
added.

For his part, Khaled Abdul-Ghani,
CEO of eTax, expressed his happi-
ness at signing the Memorandum
of Understanding with a global gi-
ant such as Microsoft, noting that

“eTax” is seeking partnerships with
global entities within the frame-
work of its goal of exploiting the
latest data science technologies
and artificial intelligence services,

which has become part An inte-
gral part of digital transformation
efforts and a successful tool for
owning a modern data strategy
that is able to provide the best data
organization and connectivity effi-
ciently.

He added that artificial intelligence
technologies will give us tremen-
dous advantages in terms of collect-
ing, analyzing and processing large
amounts of information and data
in record time and classifying them
much faster, objectively and more
accurately than humans, which
ensures that we make the best deci-
sions and achieve our goals of pre-
serving the resources of tax author-

ities and increasing their proceeds
and uncovering cases Suspicion
of non-compliance, especially in
light of the Egyptian government’s
intention to implement an elec-
tronic invoice system, which will
help intelligence technologies to
develop an accurate profile for each
taxpayer.

It is worth noting that eTax was of-
ficially launched in 2021 during
an official event held in Cairo in
cooperation between e-Finance for
Financial and Digital Investments,
the Ministry of Finance, and in the
presence of Dr. Mohamed Maait,
Minister of Finance, Mr. Ibrahim
Sarhan, Chairman of the Board of
Directors of E Finance, and a num-
ber of Senior leaders and officials.
The launch of eTax came as the
culmination of the successful part-
nership between the Ministry of Fi-
nance and the company “e-Finance”,
which resulted in the emergence of
electronic tax returns for the first
time in Egypt, and was a direct rea-
son for providing very easy proce-
dures for taxpayers, as well as the
remarkable growth in tax and cus-
toms revenues as well. Through the
Tax and Customs Electronic Pay-
ment and Collection Center.

01Shopping Index:

Each quarter we take a pulse of retail activity that we are see-
ing on our platform. We first began tracking the surge in digital
brought about by the pandemic with our 2020 Q1 Shopping
Index as consumers shifted their shopping online last March
and began to prioritize essential goods. With the release of our
Q1 2021 Shopping Index, were seeing how the pandemic has
helped usher in a new wave of digital shoppers that are here to
stay. With retailers and consumers moving online in response
to the pandemic, Q1 data indicates that the habits formed over
the course of the year and the 2020 holiday season are here to
stay. As countries like the United States begin to reopen, retail-
ers and businesses will need to rethink the role of the store (and
store associates) and how it can serve as a critical component of
the digital shopping experience in 2021.

An analysis of spending between March 15th and March 19th
that compared 2021 to 2020 revealed that the top growing cat-
egories were luxury handbags, active apparel and electronics

and accessories.

Castie Development
Cooperates with
B.TECH to Provide
Clients with Pre-
Mium Benefits in
Home Appliances
and Electronics

Glohal Digital
Commerce Grew 38 Percent

By: Mohamed Shawky — Nahla Ahmed

2020 Phishing Trends With PDF Files

By : Basel Khaled - Saber Mohamed

From 2019-20, we noticed a dramatic 1,160% increase
in malicious PDF files - from 411,800 malicious files to
5,224,056. PDF files are an enticing phishing vector as they
are cross-platform and allow attackers to engage with us-
ers, making their schemes more believable as opposed to a
text-based email with just a plain link.
To lure users into clicking on embedded links and but-
tons in phishing PDF files, we have identified the top five
schemes used by attackers in 2020 to carry out phishing
attacks, which we have grouped as Fake Captcha, Coupon,
Play Button, File Sharing and E-commerce.
Palo Alto Networks customers are protected against at-
tacks from phishing documents through various services,
such as Cortex XDR, AutoFocus and Next-Generation
Firewalls with security subscriptions including WildFire,
Threat Prevention, URL Filtering and DNS Security.

Data Collection To analyze the trends that we observed in
2020, we leveraged the data collected from the Palo Alto
Networks WildFire platform. We collected a subset of
phishing PDF samples throughout 2020 on a weekly basis.
We then employed various heuristic-based processing and

@ Other - 56.53%

@ Fake CAPTCHA - 38.67 %
Coupan - 2.16%

@ Play button - 1.44%

® File sharing - 0LB4%

® E-commeroe - 0.36%

manual analysis to identify top themes in the collected da-

taset. Once these were identified, we created Yara rules that

CHA? category.

matched the files in each bucket, and applied the Yara rules
across all the malicious PDF files that we observed through
WildFire. Data Overview In 2020, we observed more than
5 million malicious PDF files. Table 1 shows the increase in
the percentage of malicious PDF files we observed in 2020
compared to 2019. The pie chart in Figure 1 gives an over-
view of how each of the top trends and schemes were dis-
tributed. The largest number of malicious PDF files that we
observed through WildFire belonged to the fake “CAPT-
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Ericsson positioned as the leader
inFrost Radar™: Global 5G Net-
work Infrastructure Market, 2020

'E-

By : Nahla Ahmed - Adel Farig

With more than 130 commercial 5G agreements
with unique communications service providers
and 83 live 5G networks around the world, Erics-
son has been named the market leader in global
5G network infrastructure in 2020 by leading
business consulting firm, Frost &

Ericsson ranks highest in the 5G network infra-
structure market on the latest Frost Radar™, lever-
aging its current leadership in 4G network infra-
structure market. According to Frost & Sullivan,
the 5G network infrastructure market includes
radio access networks (RAN), transport networks
and core networks, which may include one or
more edge networks.

In its latest report, Frost & Sullivan independently
plotted the top 20 companies from a field of more
than 100 global industry participants. These com-
panies either lead the market overall, lead a mar-
ket segment, or were thought leaders in certain
segments. The Frost Radar™ reveals the market
position of companies in a particular industry us-
ing their Growth and Innovation scores as high-
lighted in the Frost Radar™ methodology.

Jan Karlsson, Senior Vice President and Head of
Digital Services, Ericsson, says: “Recognition as
the leader in Frost & Sullivan’s Frost Radar™ on
Global 5G Network Infrastructure highlights
anew Ericsson’s technology leadership, market
competitiveness, innovation and most impor-
tantly, our commitment to our customers. We
continue to invest heavily in 5G to ensure that we
have the best portfolio of network infrastructure
and skilled professionals to meet our customer’s
needs”

Growth and Innovation indices The Frost Radar™
measures growth rates and absolute revenue and
then combines them with several other factors
to measure a company performance along the
Growth axis. The Frost Radar™ also measures in-
novation for each company by assessing its prod-
uct portfolio, examining how scalable its innova-
tions are and looking at the efficacy of its R&D
strategy, as well as other factors.

9

B ; Mohamed El Kholy - Nahal Makled

Development, one of Egypt’s major real estate devel-
opers, signed a cooperation protocol with B.TECH,
the largest retailer for home appliances and consumer
electronics in Egypt, to provide Castle’s clients with
special discounts and offers on B.TECH products and
services. The protocol was signed by Eng. Mohamed
Mabher, Business Development Director of Castle De-
velopment on behalf of Eng. Ahmed Mansour, the
CEO of the company and Mr. Mohamed Khattab,
Business Development Director of B.TECH on behalf
of Dr. Mahmoud Khattab, Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of B. Tech in the presence of senior of-
ficials from both parties. The protocol marks a step
in Castle’s innovative marketing strategy to support
its existing clients and attract new ones, as part of the
incentives and facilities Castle ensures for its clients.

Under this agreement, both existing and new clients
of Castle will obtain premium benefits from B.TECH,
entitling them to enjoy special discounts, install-
ments programs, and after-sales services.

“We are always keen on providing our clients with
the best possible facilities and services to foster an
innovative lifestyle that fulfills all their needs,” Eng.
Ahmed Mansour, CEO of Castle Development, com-
mented. “That’s why we seek partnerships that would
enable us to achieve this vision, and B.TECH is one of
the largest companies specialized in home appliances
in the market, providing quality products and dealing
with top global brands, and successfully earning the
trust of millions of clients across Egypt. With such co-
operation, we ensure that our client will enjoy a pre-
mium benefits package, through discount vouchers
and installment plans that can be used in more than
99 B.TECH branch in 25 different governorates.

” Mansour Added. On his part, Dr. Mahmoud Khat-
tab, Chairman and Managing Director of B. Tech,
expressed his happiness to cooperate with a market
pioneer such as Castle Development, and empha-
sized: “For many years, B.TECH top priority has been
to provide its clients with the latest quality products
through flexible payment methods, service packages,
and outreaching our clients across Egypt with a our
growing chain of stores. Today we take yet another
step in our expansion plans.

Through this agreement, we will not only provide
Castle’s clients with our products and services, but
also will expand our reach to the New Administra-

tive Capital, Egypt’s most significant national project.”

Khattab followed: “B.TECH operates through a com-
prehensive strategic plan, based on earning and main-
taining client trust and providing the latest innovative
quality products that cater to our modern needs.

i

LEE ENTERTRINMENT'S “ATL MEDIA" AWARDS EXCLUSIVE ADVERTISING
RIGHTS FOR 9 PREMIUM TV CHANNELS TO CHOUEIRI GROUP'S

By : Bakinam Khaled — Nahla Makled

ATL Media, the commercial arm of Zee
Entertainment Middle East has appoint-
ed DigiNet Arabia, a Choueiri Group
company, to take charge of its commer-
cial advertising sales across the MENA
region. The tie-up which commences
April 1, 2021 will run across to Decem-
ber 31st, 2025 and covers Zee Entertain-
ment’s premium media assets, namely
Zee TV, Zee Cinema, Zee Keralam, Zee
Alwan and Zee Aflam. The agreement
is aimed at furthering Zee’s growth and
expansion plans in the MENA region
and will be focused on promoting their
TV Channels to regional advertisers
and brands. Present at the signing cer-
emony were Senior Management and
Executives from both ATL Media and
Choueiri Group. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Manoj A Mathew, Territory Head
Zee Entertainment MENAPT stated
that “Zee has been operating in MENA
for over 25 years, it continues to lead the
South Asian TV space and competes ag-
gressively with local Arabic mainstream
TV networks. Our new partnership with

Choueiri Group is aligned with our stra-
tegic expansion plans, which will witness
us taking our TV offerings to new heights
of innovation and excellence, in doing
so, we hope to meet the most discerning
demands of both viewers and advertisers
across the Arab world and beyond. Fur-
thermore, it will also allow us to expand
our other areas of investment like Arabic
movies and local content production”

He went on to state that “Choueiri
Group’s proven track record and contin-
ued commitment to innovation made
them the ideal choice of partners, as we
are all looking forward to Zee’s transfor-
mation and success in the digital age”

Also stating his views on the latest ap-

pointment, Choueiri Groups Chairman
and CEO, Pierre Choueiri said that “We
are very excited about this collabora-
tion with the flagship TV channels from
Zee Entertainment. Our partnership
will be focused on unlocking the fullest
commercial potential of these assets, as
highly effective advertising platforms
for regional brands. We will also be
building upon Zee Entertainment’s ex-
isting strengths while adapting to the
changing media landscape, to ensure
that their TV platforms become the best
that they can be”. “Zee’s strength lies in
its ability to transform and adapt to the
markets it operates in; Our large global
presence in 170+ countries and touch-
ing the lives of over 1.3 billion people
reflects our determination and position
as an international media leader. The Zee
portfolio spanning linear, OTT, movies,
music and events has something for ev-
ery stakeholder. We have some exciting
plans ahead and this collaboration with
Choueiri Group will allow us to further
increase our investment in the region to
focus on other content and digital op-
portunities.

By : Basel Khaled — Nahla Ahmed

Dogecoin has become the new GameStop, with fren-
zied trading potentially going to deliver a bloody
nose to novice investors, warns the CEO of one of the
world’s largest independent financial advisory and
fintech organisations.

The warning from Nigel Green, the chief executive
and founder of deVere Group, comes as the market
capitalisation of Dogecoin hit almost $45 billion on
Friday, and its price has risen by 400% in the last sev-
en days.

The memecoin was created in 2013 as a joke, pok-
ing fun at the rise of established digital assets such as
Bitcoin. Dogecoin was inspired by the popular Doge
meme, which offers the image of a Shiba Inu looking
sideways at the camera with raised eyebrows.

Mr Green says: “Dogecoin is the new
GameStop. The out-of-favour bricks
and mortar videogame retailer
rocked Wall Street in January when
a group of small-scale mainly inex-
perienced investors, led by a frenzy
on Reddit, sparked a historic short
squeeze where they drove up its
stock prices.

“This week, since Reddit lifted its
ban on the discussion of three cryp-
tocurrencies - Bitcoin, Ethereum and

Dogecoin - activist investors and also some celebrity
investors on social media have been urging others to
invest their cash into Dogecoin — their new pet popu-
list bandwagon.

“In the same way that the GameStop frenzy was pitched
as a battle-play of ‘Wall Street versus The Little Guy),
Dogecoin is being pitched as a battle-play against the
well-established crypto giants like Bitcoin.

“But this is not typically the way reasoned, savvy in-
vestors should strategise to create and build their
portfolios in order to reach their financial goals.

“We can expect many novice retail investors — who

may not have the financial resilience needed - to get
burned in the Dogecoin frenzy — in the same way they
did with the GameStop one””
The deVere CEO says that investors should avoid be-
ing drawn into the hysteria driven by social media
and look at the fundamentals of the different
cryptocurrencies.

> “It’s very hard to compare Dogecoin with

W the likes of Bitcoin, which runs on

ground-breaking tech and has a lim-
ited supply giving it scarcity value,
amongst other valuable attributes;
and Ethereum, which is solving real-
world issues and providing in-demand

business solutions. For these reasons,

amongst others, they are attracting huge
institutional investment.”
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ITIDA signs 3 cooperation protocels with civil society organizations to enhance part-
nership and advance te

By : Basel Khaled - Mohamed El Kholy

Within the framework of the Ministry of Com-
munications and Information Technology’s
strategy to develop and develop the IT indus-
try in Egypt in cooperation with the private
sector, the Information Technology Industry
Development Authority signed 3 protocols to
enhance joint cooperation with three civil so-
ciety organizations working in the ICT sector.

Under the three-year cooperation protocols,
the authority provides administrative, techni-
cal and financial support with a budget esti-
mated at 50 million pounds to civil work in-
stitutions operating in the sector represented
by the Information and Communication Tech-
nology Industry Chamber (CIT), the Egyptian
Society for Information, Communications,
Electronics and Software (EITESAL), and the
General Division for Economics. Digital and
Technology DETGD in the General Federa-
tion of Egyptian Chambers of Commerce.

For his part, Eng. Amr Mahfouz, CEO of the
Information Technology Industry Develop-
ment Authority, said that cooperation pro-
tocols were carefully reviewed this year and
amended with the development of participa-
tory frameworks between all parties to achieve
fruitful cooperation in a way that serves the
implementation of the authority’s strategy and
achieves complementary roles in designing
and implementing development programs and
initiatives to meet the needs of the industry. .

Mahfouz emphasized that the development of
the information technology sector is a shared
responsibility between the authority and civil
society organizations, indicating that the au-
thority will work to achieve maximum benefit
by creating an environment for cooperation
that depends on achieving gains for all parties
in a way that meets the interests of the mem-
ber companies in those organizations and
serves the authority’s strategy that is based on
three Main axes represented in opening new
markets for the sector, developing skills, and
stimulating technological innovation.

For his part, Eng. Walid Gad, Chairman of
the Chamber of Information and Communi-
cations Technology Industry (CIT), said: “We
value the constructive role of the Information
Technology Industry Development Authority
(ITIDA) in supporting the digital development
locomotive for various Egyptian companies
through the platforms of civil society institu-
tions, especially since we are considered key
partners. In mapping out the features of the
future to see the authority and the rational
Egyptian government that seeks to move for-
ward towards digital transformation.

He added that we are working to culminate
the partnership of a developmental nature by
maximizing the benefit to companies through
a number of basic axes, namely supporting
human capabilities and training, consolidat-
ing the Egyptian role in the region through
international activities and commercial mis-

sions, and shedding light on Egyptian creativ-
ity through innovation and entrepreneurship
programs, in addition to developing Local
demand and raising the efficiency of Egyp-
tian companies, pointing out that the chamber
possesses the operational capacity that is in
line with the successive changes in the busi-
ness sector such as the global pandemic of
the Covid-19 virus, which enables it to keep
pace with the requirements of work during the
current stage at all levels of implementation of
development programs or to choose initiatives
and projects with a return. Positive to meet the
needs of the industry at the present time.

For his part, Eng. Khalil Hassan Khalil, Head
of the General Division for Digital Economy
and Technology, expressed his happiness at
signing this protocol, which will positively af-

fect the information technology industry in
general and the division’s members in par-
ticular, noting that the cooperation protocol
stipulates that the authority supports the in-
stitutional building of the member compa-
nies in the division As well as the program to
support the development of capabilities and
competencies of Egyptian private institutions
operating in the information technology sec-
tor. The support provided by the authority in-
cludes support for human capacities, training,
international activities, trade missions, studies
and consultations, local demand development,
raising the efficiency of Egyptian companies,
and institution’s sustainability activities such
as membership development, mobilization
and advocacy to support policies, committees
and teams activities. the work.

Khalil added that the launch of the first phase
of the “Tawteen” initiative will be started im-
mediately in cooperation with the authority
and a number of banks operating in the Egyp-
tian market, including Banque Misr and QNB,
which aim to stimulate small, micro and medi-
um companies to benefit from digital transfor-
mation and create new job opportunities other
than Traditional for companies and opening
new markets for companies and entrepreneurs.
On the other hand, Dr. Hazem El-Tahawy,
Chairman of the Board of Directors of Etisalat
Association, said that the association’s strategic
vision is in line with the authority’s work plans
and its strategic goals, which are aimed at de-
veloping the industry and mainly supporting
information technology companies in order
to achieve a fair share of these companies in
national projects.

Al-Tahawi added that the association will
work with the authority to develop the inno-
vation and entrepreneurship system in Cairo,
the South Valley, the Delta, and Alexandria
by embracing the innovative youth ideas in
the “Ebny” incubator, and through the Burj
Al Arab creativity complex, which works with
the support of the authority and the Center for
Technological Innovation and Entrepreneur-
ship, pointing to the efforts of The association
is concerned with supporting research and de-
velopment activities in cooperation with uni-
versities and research centers, especially in the
field of electronics and advanced technologies.

Every fifth corporate network faced a crypto-
mining malware attack in 2020

By : Mohamed El Kholy - Nahal Makled

Data acquired by cryptocurrency trading simu-
lator Crypto Parrot indicates that cryptomining
malware accounted for the second-largest cor-
porate network attacks at 21% between January
1, 2020, and December 31. Botnet took the pole
position during the same period at 28%. Infos-
tealer ranks third with a share of 16%, followed
by mobile at 15%. Banking malware attacks
rank fifth with a share of 14%. Ransomware ac-
counted for the least form of attack at 5%.

In terms of regional distribution, cryptomin-
ers accounted for 19% of corporate malware
attacks in the Americas.
Europe, Middle East, and
Africa (EMA) region saw
cryptomining  malware
take up 21% of attacks.
The Asia-Pacific region
accounted for the highest
cryptomining  malware
attacks on corporate net-
works at 26%. Surging
crypto sector value con-
tributes to rising in cryp-

tomining malware

The report overviews some of the contributing
factors for cryptominers to occupy a significant
share among corporate malware attacks. Ac-
cording to the research report: “In 2020, digital
assets remained resilient amid the economic
meltdown occasioned by the coronavirus pan-
demic. The value of cryptocurrency began ris-
ing from the third quarter of 2020, led by bit-
coin in return bolstering the amount of money
hackers can rake in. In general, attackers took
advantage of the price trend and increasingly
spread malware to exploit other people’s com-
puter resources for illegal mining activities.”
Cryptomining hackers
are also advancing their
act by focusing on anon-
ymous digital assets, like
Monero. In general, they
are going for assets that
can hide transaction
parties and amounts that
cannot be linked to pre-
vious transactions and
are designed for mining
on ordinary computers.

By : Basel Khaled — Nahla Ahmed

attacks.

CORTEX SYMPHONY 2021 — Palo Alto Net-
works (NYSE: PANW) today announced it is es-
tablishing a new cybersecurity consulting group
to help enterprises respond to emerging threats as
they navigate an increase in costly, crippling cyber-

The newly expanded Unit 42 combines formerly
Crypsis security consultants, who respond to
1,300+ incidents a year, with the company’s veteran
Unit 42 threat research team, which has been fight-
ing emerging cyberthreats since 2014. Together,
they will help organizations tackle the most com-
plex cyberthreats — from ransomware to state-
sponsored espionage — bringing a relentless pas-

sion for protecting our digital way of life.

“Our increasing reliance on technology has turned
cybersecurity into an existential matter. We wake
up every day focused on collecting and analyzing
the most up-to-date threat intelligence and apply-
ing our analysis to effectively respond to cyber at-
tacks,” said Wendi Whitmore, senior vice president
of cyber consulting and threat intelligence at Palo

Alto Networks and leader of Unit 42.

The combined team will deliver a powerful set of
services that enable organizations to respond to
threats more rapidly than ever and will introduce
new proactive services that closely complement
Palo Alto Networks product offerings. It will also
expand incident response services to more coun-
tries in Asia, Europe and the Middle East.

Palo Alto Networks Estahlishes World-Class Cyhersecurity Consulting Group

THE NEXT SO-
CIETY: Join
the startup
MENA Booster

By : Basel Khaled — Nahla Makled

Take your start-up to the next lev-
el! THE NEXT SOCIETY launches
a call for applications to join the
StartUp MENA Booster, the tailor-
made support programme for high
potential startups in the MENA re-
gion coordinated by StartUp Ma-
roc. 25 start-ups will be selected
to join the StartUp MENA Booster.
Fill in the application form before

April 18th, 2021.

StartUp MENA Booster is a virtual
programme
that offers tailor-made support to
MENA startups to define an ac-
tionable roadmap to validate and
scale their business, and to help
them pivot to face the challenges
linked to the global sanitary crisis.
The 4-months programme pro-
vides highly customized services

startup accelerator

to help entrepreneurs

and accelerate their businesses,
explore new markets, prepare to
raise funds thanks to individual
meetings with first-class experts
and group sessions in the form
bootcamps.

StartUp MENA Booster is open
for innovative early-stage startups
with impact-driven solutions es-
tablished in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine and

validate  Tunisia.

UMware Empowers Today's Anywhere Workforce

By : Saber Mohamed - Adel Farig

The way we work has changed forever. And now that lead-
ing companies have seen the benefits of remote work, they
want to do more than just support it. They want to become
truly distributed businesses that can work from anywhere.
To address this shift, VMware (NYSE: VMW) is announc-
ing VMware Anywhere Workspace, a solution designed
to help companies deliver better and more secure experi-
ences to their employees no matter where they are in the
world.

“Work is what you do, not where you do it. As businesses
reimagine where and how teams collaborate and innovate,
they must do more than transform. They must reform
their mindset to create a digital-first culture that puts
employee experience first,” said Sanjay Poonen, chief op-
erating officer, customer operations, VMware. “We devel-
oped VMware Anywhere Workspace with this new way of
working in mind. It will play an important role in creating
stronger, more focused, and more resilient businesses.”

VMware Anywhere Workspace empowers today’s any-
where workforce by removing the friction that can exist
between IT systems and employees. This creates better
experiences and broader, more effective security. All with
less cost and operational overhead.

VMware Anywhere Workspace sets the foundation and
a vision for how to enable the future of work. It helps cus-
tomers Manage multi-modal employee experience any-
where so employees can work smarter and be more pro-
ductive. It gives them access to a great user experience and
consistent performance on any device, from any location,
over any network. Plus, it improves the way in which IT
can deliver services to users.

Secure the distributed edge with broader and more effec-
tive security. This lets any user access any app from any
device. VMware’s Zero Trust approach combines network
security to the edge with endpoint security and manage-
ment.

Automate the workspace so that IT is not only more sim-
ple, responsive, and efficient, but more modern too. This

VMware Anywhere Workspace

Manage Multi-modal /"
Experiences '\__‘,‘

0
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| Value

() Employees
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O o
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() LoBHR
W,

Better Secure the
Distributed Edge

Automate the

Workspace N

Reduced Cost and
Overhead

Broader and More
Effective Security

Highly Engaged
Employees

lets businesses focus on the outcomes they want instead of
the tasks they need to do. All powered by intelligent man-
agement of workflows, compliance, and performance.

Crynto Investors Braced for New Highs
on Newly Hyped “Dogeday 4/20"

By : Bakinam Khaled - Mohamed El Kholy

According to data presented by TradingPlatforms.com, ama-
teur investors are aiming to push Dogecoin’s price to $0.69 on
April 20th, a day marked Doge Day 4/20. Strong Online Com-
munity Fuels Dogecoins’s Meteoric Rise In early January 2021,
a Reddit group known as SatoshiStreetBets sought to actively
pump up Dogecoin’s value by encouraging other group mem-

bers to buy in an effort to propel the coin’s value “to the moon.”

The move was seen by many as inspired or at the very least
similar in nature to the GameStop short-squeeze initiated by
Reddit group WallStreetsBets in early 2021.

Egynt: EU supports every effort to comhat all forms of violence against women

By : Saber Mohamed — Mohamed Shawky

In an event last week under the EU Support to Egypt’s
National Population Strategy project, Pope Tawadros II,
Pope of Alexandria, and Patriarch of the See of St Mark
signed three declarations to support family planning
and combat female genital mutilation (FGM) as well as
confirm a zero tolerance approach to all -
forms of violence against women. “We
reject violence against women, in all
its forms,” Pope Tawadros II said at the
event.

During the ceremony, Ambassador
Christian Berger, Head of the Europe-
an Union Delegation to Egypt, lauded
the outstanding commitment of Pope

StartUp MENA
Booster

Tawadros IL,Pope of Alexandria, and Patriarch of the
See of St Mark, for the strong messages and actions to
support family planning as well as to fight all forms of
Violence Against Women in general and Female Genital
Mutilations in particular. “I commend every significant
effort exerted to combat all forms of violence against
women in particular the ones led
by the National Council for Women,
line ministries, religious institutions
in Egypt like the Coptic Church and
Al Azhar, UN Organisations, and
civil society for their avid commit-
ment and strong actions towards an
environment free from gender based
violence,” he said.

N

UNDP rexeals the top 12 entrepeneurs transiorm
Ing access{o health, energy, and waste manage-
mentindeveloping countries

By : Nahla Makled — Saber Mohamed

UNDP, along with its partners EPFL, Orange and SAP
announced today the selection of 12 exceptional growth-
stage ventures striving to impact access to quality health,
clean energy and waste management in developing coun-
tries. Sizeable investment opportunities, they demonstrate
the business case of the SDGs.

Geneva, April 21, 2021 — The United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP), Ecole Polytechnique fédérale
de Lausanne (the EPFL), Orange and SAP have released the
12 finalists of the Growth Stage Impact Ventures (GSIV)
for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) initiative,
which aims at identifying and showcasing midcap impact
ventures in developing countries with the catalytic poten-
tial to drive both large impact and yield sustainable profit.
As the second cohort of the initiative, the selected fi-
nalists represent the most innovative and investment-
ready ventures that are transforming access to health,
energy, and waste management in developing coun-
tries. A highly competitive selection, the process starts
with nominations from impact investors and UN agen-
cies. Finalists represent the best 5% of the 240 recom-
mended enterprises that met the criteria across the world.

“The GSIV is one of the most rigorous selection process-
es to identify Post-series A ventures focusing on solutions
that empower people at the bottom of the pyramid and ac-
tively contribute to poverty reduction in developing coun-
tries. The quality of the pipeline was exceptional, with
ventures from the Global South presenting solid busi-
ness models and impact track records. This edition was
highly successful as we received almost twice the amount
of nominations we did last year, which also shows the ap-
petite from the investment community to share deals. Al-
together our 12 finalists represent USD 48 million invest-
ment opportunities, as they impact the lives of 1,240,000
people in need and serve 22,300 businesses.
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