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By : Basel Khaled - Mohamed EL Kholy

In response to an increasing interest in
emotional wellbeing and mental health on
Google Assistant and Google Search over
the past year, the Arabic version of Google
Assistant will now respond to queries related
to emotional wellbeing with coping mecha-
nisms drafted by licensed therapists.

Google worked with Safe Space, a UAE-
based mental health organization and their
network licensed therapists who drafted
a series of coping mechanisms on which
Google Assistant will base its answers on.
Arabic speakers can now find these respons-
es if they tell Assistant they are feeling sad,
lonely, tired, scared, or angry. In several of
these responses Google Assistant will en-
courage people to seek expert advice when
asked about feelings of worry and fear.

This feature on Google Assistant is in
response to an increase in inter-
est in emotional wellbeing as
shown by Google Trends data
In Egypt, search interest for
mental health reached its

Assistant everyday expert-reviewed
responses about emotional well-
being that is simple and acces-
sible. To everyone who came on-
line to learn how to take care of their

now a safe space that will be available to all
through the Google Assistant,” said Dani Ha-
kim, co-founder of Safe Space. “The Google
Assistant is designed to help and delight Arabic
speakers around the world. In between mil-

e . . . N\
Vice President and Head of Ericsson Levant

10-year high in May 2020
Globally, Arabic

search
queries for “how to improve
my mental health” grew by
1,100% in the past five years
2016 and 2021, and reach the
trend peak in August 2020
Interest in the Arabic word for thera-

pist reached a 10-year high in August 2020
“Helping people reach that piece of informa-
tion, especially when they need it most, is at
the heart of everything we do at Google. Our
work with Safe Space will provide the mil-
lions of people who use the Arabic Google

wellbeing and that of their
loved ones over the past
year, I hope you find this
feature helpful,” said Najeeb
Jarrar, head of consumer
product marketing at Google
MENA.
people struggling right now, its

fabulous to see Google being part of
the solution by making first line emotional
wellbeing support accessible. This initiative
will play a really important role in closing
the gap around education and awareness in
the region. Not everyone feels comfortable
asking these questions out loud, so there is

“With so many

lions of commands to set alarms, play music,
and hear jokes many Arabic speakers also told
their Assistant that they were experiencing
feelings of sadness, fear, and loneliness. To ev-
eryone who uses Google Assistant, I hope you
find these responses which we worked on with
licensed therapists helpful,” said Rola Najem,
a writer on the Google Assistant personality
team. The Arabic version of the Google As-
sistant understands all Arabic dialects and re-
sponds in modern standard Arabic. Assistant
operates with Google’s latest machine learning
technology to help millions of people around
the world organize their day with the help of
their phones.

SOLE project technical seminar on financing Strate-
gies toimprove energy use in public buildings

By : Nahla Ahmed - Mohamed
Shawky

In the framework of knowledge
sharing activities focused on en-
ergy rehabilitation in public build-
ings, the second technical seminar
to held under SOLE project on the
30th of March will underline the
various options available for the
improvement of energy use and
energy efficiency in public build-
ings. The seminar will address a
variety of financing opportunities
in this time of economic difficul-
ties. In particular, issues such as
innovative public procurement
in social housing and the engage-
ment of private parties in funding
energy efficiency improvements in
public buildings as well as ethical
banking will be discussed.

Erasmus+ over 628
billion to Support mo-
bility and learning for

all, across the Europe-
an Union and beyond

Global Tahlet Sales to Plunge by $2.48 in 2021

By : Mohamed Khaled - Basel Khaled

Global demand for tablets surged in 2020, as
COVID-19 lockdown measures forced people
worldwide to switch to working and educating
at home. Despite that, the entire market gener-
ated $39.9bn in revenue last year, slightly above
the 2019 levels.According to data presented
by AksjeBloggen.com, the year 2021 is expected
to witness a downsizing trend in global tablet
sales, with revenues falling by $2.4bn in a year.

Revenues to Continue Falling in the Next Five
YearsBefore the pandemic, tablets had been los-
ing ground to smartphones for years in a row. In
2016, the entire market generated $44.6bn in
revenue, revealed the Statista data. In the next

three years, this figure plunged to
$39.89bn.However, the soaring
demand for large screen devices
for online education and work
from home amid the lockdown
slowed down the decreas-
ing trend in the tablets seg-
ment. In 2020, revenues rose

by $20 million YoY and hit

FINANCING OPPORTUNITIES

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT L3
i .
6"
P

OF ENERGY USE

N PUBLIC BUILDINGS
- W &
2 3

Second Technical Seminar

MARCH 30™ | 9 am -

A special focus will also be dedicat-
ed to blended funding (private and
public): integration of national or
regional grants and public funding
with private investments, Collab-
orative Financing for Energy Tran-
sition and Sustainability and In-
vestment Collaborative Platform.
The seminar will be held on Zoom.
You will receive the official link 1-2
days before the event.

By ; Adel Farig - Saber Mohamed

Launch of the Sustainable Innovation Lab project and
the Hackathon for the Cinema Industry and Technology

By : Saber Mohamed — Nahla Makled

Within the framework of the stra-
tegic cooperation between the
National Institute for Governance
and Sustainable Development, the
training arm of the Ministry of
Planning and Economic Develop-
ment and the Business Incubator
of the Faculty of Economics and
Political Science - Cairo Univer-
sity, in cooperation with the United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), Gemini Africa and the
Egyptian Exporters Association;
The Sustainable Innovation Lab
project, the first of its kind in the
Middle East and Africa, is be-
ing launched. The project aims to
support and develop innovations
targeting the Sustainable Develop-

The Commission today adopted the first annual
work programme of Erasmus+ 2021-2027. With
a budget of €26.2 billion, (compared to €14.7
billion for 2014-2020), complemented with
about €2.2 billion from EU’s external instru-
ments, the new and revamped programme will
fund learning mobility and cross-border coop-
eration projects for 10 million Europeans of all

ages and all backgrounds. It will seek to be even
more inclusive and to support the green and
digital transitions, as set out in the European
Education Area. Erasmus+ will also support the
resilience of education and training systems in

the face of the pandemic.

$39.91bn.

However, the Statista data show global tablet
revenues are expected to drop by 5.9% YoY and
hit $37.5bn in 2021. The noticeable downsizing
trend is set to continue in the following years,
with revenues falling by another $3.2bn by 2025.
As the world’s largest tablet market, the United
States is expected to generate $9.5bn in revenue
this year, down from $10bn in 2020. Chinese
revenues are forecast to drop by 3% YoY to
$5.4bn in 2021.Japan is set to witness the biggest
drop among the top three markets, with reve-
nues falling by 9.5% year-over-year to $2.5bn in
2021. The United Kingdom and Germany follow
with $2.1bn and $2bn in revenue, respectively.
Apple Still the Top Vendor, Despite the Market
Share Drop in 2020The IDC
data show Apple remained the
leading vendor in the global
tablet market, with 53.2 mil-
lion shipments in 2020, up from
49.9 million in 2019. However,
statistics show Apple’s market
share dropped to 32.5% last year,
compared to 34.6% in 2019.

UAE Industry on the Verge of a New Era

Vice-President for Promoting our European
Way of Life, Margaritis Schinas, said: “I welcome
the launch of the new Erasmus+ programme,
which has affirmed itself as one of the great
achievements of the European Union. It will
continue to offer learning opportunities to hun-

PUBG MOBILE SURPASSES ONE BILLION DOWNLOADS, TEAMS WITH
EPIC AGTIONER GODZILLAVIS. KONG FOR SPEGIAL COLLABORATION

By : Nahla Ahmed - Saber Mohamed

PUBG MOBILE has surpassed the
groundbreaking milestone
billion accumulated downloads,
nounced as part of the game’s ongoing
three-year anniversary celebration. In
addition, PUBG MOBILE will soon be
partnering with Warner Bros. Pictures
and Legendary Pictures’ upcoming epic
action adventure movie Godzilla vs.
Kong for an exclusive in-game event.
Earlier this week, fans around the globe
witnessed the kick-off of the highly an-
ticipated PUBG MOBILE Pro League
Spring Split 2021, followed by the new
All-Talent Championship on Friday,
March 26. In just three years, PUBG
MOBILE has climbed app store charts
around the globe to garner more than
one billion accumulated downloads
worldwide, excluding Mainland China.
PUBG MOBILE released a video to

ment Goals (SDGs).

The project is within the frame-
work of the ‘Be an Ambassador’
initiative which was launched
by the Ministry of Planning and
Economic Development to spread
the sustainable development con-
cept among Egyptian youth in
the age group of 18-35 years. The
sustainable innovation laboratory
consists of four laboratories: green
economy, digital transformation,
creative economy and government
innovations. In addition, this proj-
ect contributes to completing the
cycle between the outputs of the ‘Be
an Ambassador’ initiative, which
prepares youth to understand and
adopt the SDGs concept, then con-
vert these ideas into innovative proj-
ects aimed at achieving those goals

through the various activities pre-
sented under the umbrella of each
laboratory, including incubation
activities business accelerators, and
consulting services. As well as pro-
viding technical support through
providing laboratories for the man-
ufacture of prototypes for these
projects and helping them to test
and verify these models using man-
ufacturing technology. In addition
to integrating the work outputs of
these emerging companies from the
laboratory into global value chains
by raising the export capabilities of
these companies. On Sunday the
28th of March, the call for applica-
tions has been opened for the first
activities of the Sustainable Innova-
tion Lab (Hackathon for the Cinema
Industry and Technology).

dreds of thousands of Europeans and beneficia-
ries from associated countries. While providing
a life-changing experience of mobility and com-
mon understanding amongst fellow Europeans,
the programme will also help us to deliver on
our ambitions for a more fair and greener Eu-

Erasmus+

£ ietyieg Wvek, ugening minds.

rope” Commissioner for Innovation, Research,
Culture, Education and Youth, Mariya Gabriel,
said: “The fact that the Erasmus+ budget for the

next seven years has almost doubled shows the

of one
an-

importance given to education, lifelong learn-
ing and youth in Europe. Erasmus+ remains a
unique programme in terms of its size, scope
and global recognition, covering 33 countries,
and accessible to the rest of the world through
its international activities.

thank for the support from over one bil-
lion players worldwide. To mark the oc-
casion, Changhan Kim, Chief Executive
Officer of KRAFTON, Inc. shared a vid-
eo to congratulate the game on this mo-
mentous achievement “PUBG MOBILE
was able to surpass 1 billion downloads
worldwide within just three years and
continues to rewrite the history of mo-
bile games. Back in March of 2018, we
released PUBG MOBILE with the goal
of delivering the original PUBG experi-
ence to a wider audience.

in the future seem practically endless.
—

~
Ericsson: 5G is the future of
eSports and gaming

Bu: Kevin Murphy

Countries and Global Customer Unit Ooredoo.

eSports has taken the world by storm and is here
to stay. According to the World Economic Forum
eSports has a captive global audience of more
than 300 million and revenues of over USD 1 bil-
lion. With an increasing number of gamers and
growing interest in e-tournaments, the eSports
industry is expected to grow even more rapidly in
the coming years.

Underlying all this remains a crucial player usher-
ing in the new era of eSports and gaming. Being
one of the most influential and exciting develop-
ments in technology, 5G is powering new possi-
bilities in this industry.

For eSports professionals and players, network
environments and stable connections are key. The
prospects of faster speeds and improved latency
can provide them with a competitive edge. With
raw speeds reaching 10Gbps, almost 10 times that
of 4G, gamers can expect smooth and uninter-
rupted play. Having faster response times, reach-
ing a latency of 5 milliseconds, is staggering.

For players, this reliability can mean the differ-
ence between winning or losing a match. For au-
diences, imagine high-definition live streamed
eSports games with interactive dynamics. The op-
portunities to transform how games are streamed
becomes limitless, with added Virtual Reality
(VR) and Augmented Reality (AR) elements, as
well as multi-viewpoint streams, all made pos-
sible with 5G infrastructure.

Alongside this, as we enter the new era of stream-
ing and everything-as-a-service, gaming will stop
being limited to a certain device or place and can
be accessed anywhere on the go. Processing pow-
er will be shifted to the cloud, eroding the need
for high-performance and specialized devices.
According to the Ericsson Mobility report, the
combined capabilities provided by 5G networks
and edge compute technologies will enable game
streaming services on smartphones with a qual-
ity of experience (QoE) at par with PC or console,
and also open up for innovative, immersive mo-
bile games based on mobility. That makes gaming
available to a wide range of audiences, with nearly
anyone accessing a 5G connection able to join the
gaming community. This is revolutionizing the
industry as mobile and cloud-based gaming is set
to take precedent, powered by 5G connections
and higher bandwidth.

With the proliferation of Internet of Things (IoT)
devices and increased uptake of 5G, there is no
stopping. By 2025, 30 percent of wireless con-
nections will use 5G, rising to 65 percent by 2030.
Globally, 5G networks will enable cumulative
consumer revenues of nearly USD 31 trillion by
2030. Particularly, there is strong appetite for 5G
in the region, as the GCC has some of the high-
est internet and mobile penetration rates in the
world. According to the Ericsson Consumer Lab
“Harnessing the Consumer Potential Study”, the
UAE and KSA have some of the greatest percent-
ages for consumer willingness to upgrade to a 5G
device. Increased 5G consumer willingness and
adoption coupled with a thriving interest in gam-
ing in the region is ushering in unparalleled capa-
bilities and benefits to the gaming industry.

In the GCC in specific, where the countries are 5G
pioneers, we're seeing increased attention from
organizations and governments towards gaming,
with plans announced for major eSports Hubs
and tournaments. In line with visions of diversi-
fying their economies and creating digital hubs,
governments are investing more in eSports to
bring together innovation, gaming and entertain-
ment. Upcoming venues in the region like Pixel
complex in Abu Dhabi and the Dubai X-Stadium,
are expected to be world-class and push the re-
gion as a key player in hosting eSports games. In
KSA, the Saudi Arabian Federation for Electronic
and Intellectual Sports (SAFEIS), is playing an
important role in further developing the gaming
industry and nurturing eSports and gamers in the
Kingdom. While business, consumers, and gov-
ernments stand to benefit from the possibilities of
5G, the technology is an important player in the
world of eSports and gaming, and the applications

—

Sunia URE Board of Trustees holds its first meeting for 2021

By : Mohamed Shawky — Nahla Makled

The UAE’s economy stands on the verge of a new era. One
that will be marked with a dynamic industrial growth
spurred by a raft of new local and foreign investments.
This, thanks to the launch of Operation 300bn, the new
strategy from the Ministry of Industry and Advanced
Technology (MoIAT) which seeks to fortify the nation’s
well-established industries like petrochemicals, metals and
advanced machinery & equipment, while stimulating new
levels of productivity and performance in strategic sectors
like healthcare and food security.

The Strategy will pay special focus

on unleashing a wave of locally-

driven future industries such as

space, medical technologies, and

hydrogen.

When it comes to space, the success

of the Emirates Mars Mission, and

the data that is now being collected

by the Hope Probe will facilitate a

new era of UAE-driven interplanetary research, product

development and international collaboration. Supported by

strong public investment, the opportunities are as limitless
as the universe into which Hope was launched.

Biotechnology also offers an avenue of vast potential. The

UAE is already a regional leader in driving Foreign Direct

Investment (FDI) into biotech. Several research and innova-

tion centers have shown the potential for genomics and pre-

cision medicine, which can uncover new areas for growth
and experimentation.

Then there’s what's been described as “the ultimate green
fuel”. Being an early adopter of clean
hydrogen could be a game-changer
for the UAE and those who invest
in it early. Hydrogen projects are al-
ready well underway in Dubai and
Abu Dhabi. And the UAE is also the
first country in the region to lay down
a regulatory framework hydrogen-
powered transport. Industrial oppor-
tunities in this sector are vast.

By : Bakinam Khaled - Adel Farig

The UAE Water Aid Foundation
(Sugia)’s board of trustees held its first
meeting in 2021 on a virtual platform.
Suqia is a part of the Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum Global Initia-
tives. HE Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
Suqia, chaired the meeting in the pres-
ence of other board members. These
included HE Fahad Abdelrahman bin
Sultan, Deputy-Secretary General for
Development and International Coop-
eration at the Emirates Red Crescent &
Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees
of Suqia; HE Sultan Mohammed Al
Shamsi, Assistant Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation
for International Development Af-
fairs; HE Dr Arif Al Hammadi, Execu-
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tive Vice President of the Khalifa Uni-
versity of Science and Technology; HE
Dr Ahmed Ali Murad, Associate Pro-
vost for Research at UAE Universi-
ty; Nasser Lootah, Executive Vice Presi-
dent of Generation at DEWA; Waleed
Salman, Executive Vice President of
Business Development & Excellence at
DEWA; Mohammed Abdulkareem Al
Shamsi, Acting Executive Director of
Sugia; and Fahad bin Afira Al Falasi,

i 3 A

Secretary of the Board of Trustees of
Suqia.

The meeting discussed the latest de-
velopments of the third Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum Global Water
Award, the impact of expanding the
scope of the award and adding a new
category to encourage a larger number
of research institutions and individuals
to participate in the award. The meeting
also focused on increasing cooperation
with Dubai Cares, one of Suqia’s strate-
gic partners, for greater humanitarian
initiatives for developing countries in
need. “Sugia UAE increases its efforts
to promote the great success achieved
by the Mohammed bin Rashid Global
Water Award, launched by His High-
ness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai.




By: Basel Khaled — Nahla Ahmed

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communica-
tions and Information Technology, received
Alina Banova, the United Nations Resident
Representative in Cairo. The meeting dis-
cussed future aspects of cooperation and
ways to enhance them in order to achieve
the goals of sustainable development in
Egypt.

And during the meeting; Dr. Amr Talaat
reviewed the national strategy for building
a digital Egypt, which includes three main
axes that include digital transformation in
order to provide digital services to citizens
and improve government performance,
while the second axis is to build people and
human capabilities through initiatives that
are implemented according to a hierarchi-
cal comprehensive approach for different
categories of training and education. High-
level technical; He pointed out that the third
axis is the development of innovation and
support for entrepreneurship through the

Using technological solutions:
The Minister of GCommunications receives the United Nations Resident Rep-
resentative in Gairo to promote the sustainable development goals

implementation of a number of programs
and the deployment of centers for digital
creativity in the governorates to encourage
young people with creative ideas to innovate
and entrepreneurship, as well as empower
youth to self-employment.

The minister outlined Egypts digital strat-
egy based on the availability of strong infra-
structure as well as creating a legislative en-
vironment supportive of the sectors growth.
He pointed to the efforts made to develop
the communications infrastructure, which
resulted in the doubling of Internet speed
in Egypt since 2019, about 6 times, bringing
the average internet speed from 6.5 Mbps
in January 2019 to 34.9 Mbps in December
2020.

Dr. Amr Talaat referred to the participation
of the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology in the presidential
initiative «A Decent Life», which aims to
achieve comprehensive development for the
villages most in need. The Ministry is work-
ing to raise the efficiency of the informa-

tional infrastructure of the villages that were
identified within the first phase of the initia-
tive and include 51 centers, by connecting
these villages with fiber-optic cables to raise
the efficiency of the Internet for one million
homes, as well as developing 878 post offices
and establishing 500 new mobile network

towers in these villages.

For her part, Elena Banova said her appre-
ciation for the Egyptian efforts aimed at
sustainable development and her keenness
to support all United Nations programs and
institutions for the development plan in the
Arab Republic of Egypt. She praised the ef-
forts of the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology in supporting
the digital infrastructure, laying down the
regulatory framework for communications
and information technology, and adapting
technology to accommodate the changes
imposed by the pandemic.

Emphasized the interest of the United Na-
tions in an in-depth understanding of na-
tional priorities and contributing to the
service of the national strategy for sustain-
able development; Noting that in light of the
meetings that took place with a number of
concerned national authorities, a number of
priorities for joint action have been identi-
fied, the most prominent of which is digital
transformation.

Jumia ranked 7th among
the top 10 influential
brands in Egypt in 2020

By : Mohamed Shawky — Nahla Makled

Jumia, the leading e-commerce company, topped the list
of the most influential brands in Egypt, according to a
survey conducted in 2020 by IPSOS, the global research
company, which is the third largest global research agency.
IPSOS stated in its study that Jumia topped the list in the
digital and e-commerce sector, and ranked seventh in the
top 10 most influential brands in the Egyptian market.

«We are really proud to see Jumia as one of the most loved
brands in Egypt, we want to thank our consumers, part-
ners and team members for this achievement, « said Hes-

ham Safwat, CEO Jumia Egypt.

IPSOS announced the results of the «Most Influential
Brands» survey, which was conducted for the first time
in Egypt. The survey covered 14 markets and around 800
brands around the world, in addition to listing 120 na-
tional, regional and international brands and their impact

on the Egyptian consumers.

The selected brands were studied based on a number of
dimensions including ‘trustworthiness, ‘leadership, ‘pres-
ence, ‘the impact during COVID-19;, in addition to other
key variables that make up the Influence index.

electricity.

East.

located.

Electricity Transmission Company and the Sudanese Elec-
tricity Transmission Company have awarded Siemens En-
ergy with a contract to build grid stabilization stations in Su-
dan which will stabilize the grid and ensure a reliable flow of
power from Egypt to Sudan. The project will improve supply
and enhance reliability of power across Sudan. Today, only
around 60 percent of the population in Sudan has access to

This contract will be the first grid stabilization of scale to be
carried out in Sudan and will utilize Siemens Energy’s Static
Synchronous Compensator (STATCOM) technology. STAT-
COM regulates the transmission variations automatically ac-
cording to the grid conditions.

The solution will strengthen and stabilize the power grid by
providing reactive power compensation and dynamic volt-
age support. “This project will support growth, jobs and eco-
nomic transformation,” said Mahmoud Hanafy, Vice Presi-
dent, Siemens Energy Transmission Solutions in the Middle

“We are proud to contribute to this strategic project which is
critical to accelerate energy transition and foster power trade
in both countries. The project is also aligned with Siemens
Energy’s commitment to accelerate energy access and secu-
rity in a sustainable and economically sensible way””

One of the two stations will be built in the capital of the state
of Northern Sudan, Dongola. The second station will be
built in the town of Merowe, about 330 kilometers north of
Sudan’s capital Khartoum, where the Merowe High Dam is

The Merowe High Dam is one of the largest hydropower
projects in Africa. “This project will help Egypt export reli-
able power to its neighbor, bringing it closer towards its goal
of becoming a regional power hub.

o

Siemens Energy provides grid stabilization in Su-
tlan, enabling Egypt power export

By : Basel Khaled - Saber Mohamed

We are proud to be part of this endeavor and to help Egypt
achieve its goals in the region,” said Emad Ghaly, Siemens

Energy Egypts Managing Director. Work will commence

by March 2021 and the project is expected to be complete
within two years. Cross-border interconnection projects are
set to shape the future of the power industry and transmis-
sion infrastructure.

For example, HVDC and HVAC technologies contribute
to secure and stable transmission of power across national
grids that operate on different voltage and frequencies.

Thus, they enable power exchange between countries in order
to to boost electricity, economic growth, promote sustain-

able power generation and reduce CO2 emissions. In 2019,

Siemens Energy has completed the energization of Toshka
substation, which plays a strategic role in Egypt-Sudan Elec-
tric Interconnection project. Egypt has invested in maximiz-
ing the country’s power capacity.

Abu Dhabi's Technology Innovation Institute Unveils First Post-Quantum Cryptography Library in URE

By : Saber Mohamed - Mohamed El Kholy

Technology Innovation Institute (TII), the ap-
plied research pillar of Abu Dhabi’s Advanced
Technology Research Council (ATRC), today
announced that its Cryptography Research
Centre (CRC) has launched the first Post-Quan-
tum Cryptography (PQC) software library in
the UAE. The library will advance the crypto-
graphic and security capabilities of the emirate
of Abu Dhabi and the broader UAE. Interna-
tional and Emirati researchers at Cryptography
Research Centre, one of Technology Innovation
Institute’s initial seven dedicated research cen-
tres, have developed the PQC library, a soft-

Trend Micro Cloud One makes debut in

ware library written in the C general-purpose
programming language that supports a wide
variety of computer architectures and operat-
ing systems. A corresponding hardware FPGA-
based implementation has also been developed.
The library, designed to guard against attacks by
quantum computers, has been already integrat- as
ed in several secure communication products.

The library is a collection of algorithms to safe-
guard confidential data and information. With
the rise of quantum computers, classic cryp-
tographic algorithms (in particular, public key
/ asymmetric algorithms) are no longer suffi-
cient to ensure secure data storage and secure
digital communication. To address the demand

Huawer's sales revenue in 2020 rounded off

post-quantum  cryptography,

for an advanced level of security that cannot be
compromised even on sophisticated quantum
computers, cryptographers are now engaged
in developing PQC algorithms. Cryptography
Research Centre employs and collaborates with
scientists in multiple cryptography fields such
hardware-
based cryptography, lightweight cryptography,
cryptanalysis, cryptographic protocols, and
cloud encryption schemes, amongst others. The
Centre is also among the few internationally that
brings together theoretical and applied cryp-
tographers in a research-oriented setting. The
cryptographers collaborate on breakthrough re-
search projects that lead to innovative outcomes.

at approximately US$136.7 hillion

Four Areas Middle East )

Companies Should look to
Restart, Reinvent and Renew

By :
Emma Shakespeare _j

(" Regional Director - MENA, SAP Concu™ )

It’s clear that we will continue to feel the long-last-
ing impact of the pandemic on global economics
for the majority of 2021, but it’s not all doom and
gloom. Instead, it is a great time to restart and re-
invent our ways of working. Now is the time for
forward thinking businesses to implement pro-
cesses that allow them to be better equipped to
tackle what comes next.

Middle East businesses need to become more ag-
ile and transparent, increase employee satisfaction
and make duty of care a strategic priority. Here are
four key areas companies should look to restart,
smart:

Money Matters - Improve Compliance and Cost
Control

2020 has shown how quickly circumstances can
change. For finance leaders, this has resulted in a
host of new challenges, from enabling employees
to submit expense claims and invoices remotely,
to adjusting to new VAT rules and keeping a close
eye on their company’s finances. At a time when
financial stability is critical for businesses of all
sizes, the finance team needs to see and assess all
costs easily to ensure they are compliant with the
corporate and government policies in place. This
leads to improved compliance and cost control,
alongside better management and faster process-
ing. After all, you can’t manage what you can't see.
As businesses maintain hybrid remote-working
models and plan for other potential disruptions
in 2021 and beyond, the role of automation and
AT in the workplace will continue to grow. AI will
gather costs and insights in real-time to help fi-
nancial leaders make accurate decisions faster
and respond to their changing business needs in a
more agile manner. This includes managing spend
in near real-time to improve budget management
and liquidity, increasing compliance and elimi-
nating errors, as well as using automation to take
on mandatory tasks and maximising profitability.
With most companies keeping a close eye on their
finances and revenue, the role of financial leaders
will become more critical than ever. By relying on
AT to process basic tasks, finance leaders will be
able to focus on their role as a strategic advisor
within their company.

Unauthorised and out of policy spend can create
massive costs and compliance issues at any time.
Therefore, businesses need to implement solutions
to gather better insights and make strategic deci-
sions. For instance, automated solutions using Al
and machine learning to automatically identify
VAT-eligible expenses, validate receipts, and op-
timise reclaim potential help businesses navigate
complex tax regulations faster and more accurate-
ly. This increases compliance and gives business
leaders more control over their spending. Digital
financial tools can also provide business and fi-
nance leaders with an overview of all expenses in
real-time, which improves spending decisions, in-
creases compliance and provides the C-suite and
finance leaders with greater control of their busi-
ness spend. Safety First

No one can predict which scenarios 2021 will
have in store for business travel management.
However, companies today need to reassure their
staff that their safety is a business priority. This will
increase employee satisfaction and engagement
and ensures that business travellers are fully pre-
pared once they resume travel.

In fact, according to the SAP Concur Global Trav-
el Survey, the safety of the traveller has become
the most important factor when assessing organ-
isations (airlines, hotels, car rentals, etc.) and ser-
vices (apps, websites, tools, etc.) to approve for use
by the organisation. For instance, due to the CO-
VID-19 outbreak, travel managers are now plan-
ning on implementing mandatory personal health
screenings for travellers (41%). while 32% also
plan to give easier access to personal protective
equipment like gloves or masks to business travel-
lers to support their health while on the move.
Thanks to state-of-the-art technologies and user-
friendly tools, businesses can help employees with
their daily tasks. This includes solutions that allow
for pre-trip approvals as part of broader efforts to
safeguard employees or providing business travel-
lers with a travel organising app that provides rel-
evant safety information in addition to more basic
information like the travel itinerary. Improve
sustainability Business travel has too often been
associated with big carbon footprints, the use of

T

By : Adel Farig - Saber Mohamed By : Bakinam Khaled - Nahla Makled In 2020, Huawei’s carrier business continued
to ensure the stable operations of more than
1,500 networks across more than 170 countries
and regions, which helped support telework,
online learning, and online shopping through-
out COVID-19 lockdowns. Working together
with carriers around the world, the company
helped provide a superior connected experi-
ence and moved forward with more than 3,000
5G innovation projects in over 20 industries like
coal mining, steel production, ports, and
, manufacturing. Over the past year, Hua-
wei’s enterprise business stepped
up efforts to develop innovative
scenario-based solutions for dif-
ferent industries and create a

single-use plastics which end up in landfill sites
and weary workers. The past few months have put
these issues in the spotlight and forced the indus-
try to rethink its relationship to sustainability.

Change is often driven from the bottom up, and
we're seeing a clear impetus for sustainable travel
among business travellers themselves. In our Sus-
tainable Corporate Business Travel Index 2020, a
survey of 2,450 corporate travel decision-makers
and 2,000 business travellers in 12 European mar-
kets, 58% of business travellers admitted that they
would disregard travel policy and budgets for a
‘greener’ travel option, and 55% would do so in
order to book more environmentally friendly ac-
commodation, such as an AirBnB, over a hotel.
Better still, 97% of business travellers are willing
to add additional time onto their journeys if it im-
proves its sustainability. Being greener is not just a
long-term goal the industry should aspire to. Its a
real revenue driver today, and neglecting it is likely
to drive business away.

—

Trend Micro Incorporated (TYO: 4704;
TSE: 4704), a leader in cloud security,
today announced the AWS Marketplace
debut of its answer to the needs of orga-
nizations building in the cloud on Ama-
zon Web Services (AWS). A comprehen-
sive platform, referred to as Trend Micro
Cloud One, designed to protect across
leading cloud-based environments with

services designed for applications, net- Ly has and will continue to invite KPMG to fF
work, workloads, file storage, containers o access the flexible pricing, customiz- | independently and objectively au-

Huawei released its 2020 Annual Report.
Growth slowed, but the company’s business
performance was largely in line with forecast.
Huawei’s sales revenue in 2020 rounded off at
approximately US$136.7 billion, up 3.8% year-
on-year, and its net profit reached US$9.9 bil-
lion, up 3.2% year-on-year.

Despite operational difficulties brought about
by US sanctions in 2019 and 2020, Huawei

and cloud security posture management.  gple contracts, and rapid deployment dit our financial statements. The
“We applaud Trend Micro for building they need”” document produced by KPMG
security services suited for buyers who  According to Gartner, “Enterprises are is a standard unqualified audit

innovate on AWS and participate in the  jncreasingly implementing hybrid data opinion. No matter the circum- digital ecosystem that thrives on
shared responsibility model,” said Ka- center architectures, with workloads stances, we will continue to em- joint creation and shared suc-

mlesh Talreja, General Manager, AWS  spanning on-premises and public cloud brace transparency by disclosing ' v cess. During the pandemic, Hua-

Marketplace, AWS. “AWS Marketplaceis  [aaS providers and, increasingly, con- operational data to governments, wei provided technical expertise
the first cloud marketplace to offer Trend  tainer-based implementations leveraging customers, suppliers, employees, I I U AW E I and solutions that were vital in

and partners. the fight against the virus.

Micro Cloud One, enabling developers  gerverless functions.

—
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