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Gartner Says Worldwide Semiconductor Revenue Grew 10.4% in 2020

Worldwide semiconductor revenue totalled $466.2 hillion in 2020, an in-
crease of 10.4% from 2019, according to final results by Gartner. Inc.

By : Basel Khaled - Nahla Makled

“Memory, GPUs and 5G chipsetsled semi-
conductor growth, driven by hyperscale, PC,
ultramobile and 5G handset end-market
demand, while automotive and industrial
electronics suffered due tolower spending
or a pause in spending owing to COVID-19,”
said Andrew Norwood, research vice presi-

dent at Gartner. Intel retained its position
as the No. 1 global semiconductor vendor

by revenue in 2020, followed by Samsung

Electronics, SK hynix and Micron (see Table

1). Intel’s semiconductor revenue grew 7.4%,

driven by growth of its core client and server

CPU businesses. Overall, the top performers
in the top 10 were NVIDIA and MediaTek.
NVIDIAs 45.2% growth was primarily driv-
en by the company’s gaming-related and data
centre businesses. MediaTeK’s revenue grew
38.1% in 2020 driven by the disruption to
Huawei’s business throughout the year.

Table 1. Top 10 Semiconductor Vendors by
Revenue, Worldwide, 2020 (Millions of U.S.
Dollars)Memory Accounted for One-Third
of Revenue Growth

Memory, which accounted for 26.7% of
semiconductor sales in 2020, was the second
best-performing device category, experienc-
ing a 13.5% revenue increase. “Memory ben-

To help fight hunger across MENA:
talahat Egynt, partners with Misr El Kheir in Egynt,

By : Nahla Ahmed - Mohamed El Kholy

talabat, the region’s leading food and gro-
cery delivery app, has announced a strate-
gic partnership with Misr El Kheir (MEK)
Foundation as their first on-app donations
partner in Egypt. The on-boarding of MEK
Foundation to the talabat app takes place
a few days before Ramadan 2021, allowing
the customers of the app to give back to
families in need here in Egypt.

In the spirit of giving back to those in need
during Ramadan, talabat Egypt will also be
part of a region-wide campaign, #Alway-
sThere, where the app will help fight hunger
in the Middle East. The #AlwaysThere initia-
tive will take place every Sunday during Iftar
in the holy month of Ramadan. This means
that with every food order placed in its app
during the iftar period, talabat will donate
the value of one meal to the United Nations
World Food Programme, the world’s largest
humanitarian agency fighting hunger and
the 2020 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate.
Hadeer Shalaby, Managing Director of Ta-
labat Egypt says: “We are very proud to en-
hance our customers’ experience through
adding in-app donations to Misr El Kheir
and help them make a difference in our local
Egyptian community. MEK is an organisa-
tion with a successful history of enhancing
the lives of those in-need and we definitely
look forward to advancing our partnership

.,:_.

Always there.

Make your orders count
every Sunday!

with them in the years to come”

“The MEK partnership, as well as the re-
gional campaign we are participating in, are
part of putting our app to good use this Ra-
madan. This is just the start of many upcom-
ing projects that will touch the lives of the
communities we serve in Egypt. Such initia-
tives are very close to our hearts and we look
forward to playing a role to bring about a
positive change through our scale, app and
our customers’ keenness to provide a help-
ing hand” Added Asmaa Ahmed, Head of
Communications, Public Affairs, and Cor-
porate Responsibility in talabat Egypt.

“We are very excited about this partnership

as onboarding Misr El Kheir on talabat’s
app. is a very important step in reaching
the Egyptian community. We are sure with
the wide talabat app users base, as well as
talabat’s support, we will collectively reach
more people and have a better positive im-
pact on people’s lives” Commented Nancy
Elsherbini, Marketing Director, MEK
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efited from the key trend in 2020 — the shift
to home working and learning — which fu-

elled increased server build from hyperscale
vendors to satisfy online working and enter-
tainment, as well as a surge in PCs and ultra-
mobiles,” said Mr. Norwood.

Within memory, NAND flash experienced
the best performance with revenue growth
of 25.2% due to a shortage in 1H20. “In
2021 both NAND flash and DRAM will be
in shortage, sending pricing higher though
the year and revenues rocketing by around
25%” said Mr. Norwood. “This sets memory
focused Samsung up with a good chance of
recapturing the top spot in the semiconduc-
tor market from Intel in 2021

Fujitsu and Trend Micro Demonstrate
Solution To Secure Private 9G

By : Saber Mohamed - Nahla Makled

Fujitsu Limited and Trend Micro Incorpo-
rated, a global cybersecurity leader, have col-
laborated to focus on the security of private
5G networks. The companies will demon-
strate the effectiveness of Trend Micro’s se-
curity for private 5G using a simulated smart
factory environment and an operational
Fujitsu environment prior to the product’s
public availability.

Private 5G network technology will be the
catalyst for true smart factories globally.
Connectivity and automation will link fac-
tory devices and business applications, im-
proving production capabilities and overall
factory performance. However, the expand-
ed IT infrastructure within operational
technology (OT) environments can lead to
exposed risk for cyberattacks. There is an
urgent need to implement cybersecurity
measures to secure private 5G networks to
protect against potential attacks.

Fujitsu and Trend Micro have incorporated
Trend Micros 5G security solution into a
private 5G system that simulates an actual
smart factory environment equipped with
high-definition monitoring cameras and
automatic guided vehicles (AGV) at the FU-
JITSU Collaboration Lab in Kawasaki, Japan.
This environment was used to visualize and
centrally manage the status and security of
systems, as well as correlate threat detection
and prevention data from the devices and
network. The security solution, Trend Micro
Mobile Network Security, leverages embed-

ded endpoint security within the IoT device’s
SIM card and network security running on
private 5G system. Benefits of the product
include Detect and protect against threats
at the private 5G network , Authenticate
devices trying to connect to the 5G network
and Block unauthorized communication in
real time

This demonstration shows how the Trend
Micro solution protects smart factories from
internal threats, such as unauthorized or
malware-infected devices, as well as exter-
nal threats attempting to enter the factory
through the 5G network.

“Fujitsu aims to realize a society in which
people, goods, and services are connected
in real time through 5G technology and to
solve problems facing the world” said To-
monori Goto, Corporate Executive Officer,
Senior Vice President and Head of 5G Verti-
cal Service Office at Fujitsu. “To this end, we
believe that this security solution, created
together with Trend Micro, represents a key
technology for applying private 5G to mis-
sion-critical areas.

eyt bnking s unches
rounds from (0L) dition of the Emerging Lead-
1) Fmﬂlﬂm forthe African |lﬂ|||(i||!| Sector

By : Bakinam Khaled — Mohamed El Kholy

The Egyptian Banking Institute, the training arm
of the Central Bank of Egypt, has launched the
first Interactive Distance Learning (IDL) Edition
of the African Emerging Leaders Program with
the participation of 29 participants from 8 Afri-
can countries. The program is a new addition to
the Institute’s services and comes as a contribu-
tion from the Egyptian Banking Institute to Afri-
can Central banks under the guidance of the Cen-
tral Bank of Egypt. The program implementation
duration is 4 months with total of 219 hours.

In this context, Mr. Nossier, Executive Director of
the Egyptian Banking Institute, pointed out that
“this program reinforces bilateral relations and
contributes to the development and preparation
of African calibers to assume leadership positions
in the banking sector across African countries.
This program is designed on a scientific basis to
contribute actively to the development of trainees
by addressing various topics to develop their lead-
ership skills and to refine their technical knowl-
edge”

The African Emerging Leaders program (AELP)
is a competency-based tailored program that ad-
dresses a balanced combination between tech-
nical, leadership and management knowledge.
AELP is designed to nourish the participants with
the most updated theories and “best practices”
through various highly interactive activities: in-
teractive distance learning instructional sessions,
dynamic discussions, role plays and case studies
in some modules.

Besides, the program encloses several other vir-
tual experiential learning tools that add to the
dynamic intertwined program format such as
leadership virtual simulation, team building and
leadership virtual boot camp, and virtual moti-
vational sessions. Last but not least, the program
design adds further exposure to develop partici-
pants” technical and leadership skills through us-
ing e-learning modules.

Sony Middle East & Africa Announces
the ECM-W2BT Wireless Microphone

By : Basel Khaled — Nahla Ahmed

Sony Middle East & Africa
announced two new mi-

Africa’s Best Corporate-Startup Collahoration Accelerator
Startuphootcamp AfriTech, Now Open for Appli-
cations from the Most Disruptive Startups

By : Saber Mohamed — Adel Farig

Long-standing partners:

By : Nahla Ahmed - Saber Mohamed

H

crophones with the launch
of the ECM-W2BT Multi
Interface Shoe compatible
wireless microphone and
ECM-LV1 compact stereo
lavalier microphone.
Wireless high-quality audio
recording with lower noise
and stable connection is
possible with the ECM-
W2BT wireless microphone, especially when paired with the ECM-LV1
stereo lavalier microphone and one of Sony’s cameras with digital audio
compatibility. This combination offers the perfect solution to meet the
needs of today’s vloggers, YouTubers and video creators who want to
capture clear, reliable audio for a wide range of environments includ-
ing street performance, product reviews, food reviews travel vlogs and
more.

The ECM-W2BT wireless microphone enables low-noise digital sound
recording, by connecting the receiver to a cameral equipped with a digi-
tal audio interface compatible Multi Interface Shoe. The digital audio
signal output from the receiver can be recorded directly on the camera
body without needing an external audio cable.

Additionally, the ECM-W2BT has been completely redesigned for high
sound quality using an advanced omni-directional mic capsule to cap-
ture clear sound recording from any direction. The ECM-W2BT also al-
lows audio recording flexibility by increasing the stability of the wireless
connection between microphone and receiver, even with obstacles or in
crowded environments with additional wireless activity.

By : Mohamed El Kholy - Basel Khaled

Tatweer Misr
signs three con-
tracts worth EGP
3.2 Bnwith NIIT,
King's College

of technology(NJIT), two schools for the King’s Col-
lege, and a school for Narmer American College all of
which are located at the company’s educational zone
at Bloomfields. Additionally, a partnership has been
announced with CIB Egypt and Colliers International
to create due diligence on the educational zone and
attract more educational entities and investment

As part of its role to add value to the Egyptian real
estate sector, the leading real estate developer, Tat-
weer Misr announced the signing of three final con-
tracts worth EGP 3.2 Bn with three educational en-
tities. The new contractual agreements included an
international branch campus of New Jersey Institute

Technology sectors such as FinTech, In-
sureTech, AgriTech, eCommerce, Health-
Tech, and CleanTech are not only solving
some of Africa’s most pressing problems, but
also contributing significantly to the conti-
nent’s economy. In fact, the so-called Internet
economy is set to reach 5.2% of gross do-
mestic product (GDP) by 2025, contributing
about $180-billion to the African economy.
To develop the potential of startups driving
the Internet economy, Telecel Group has
opened applications for the ASIP Accelerator
Program, powered by Startupbootcamp Af-
riTech. The Program helps startups achieve
18-24 months of growth in just three months.
Now, the next generation of early-stage Afri-
can tech startups disrupting a wide range of
industry sectors are being sought.

Ten startups will be selected to participate
in the Program that will give them access
to expert-led masterclasses covering scaling
fundamentals - from the business model
canvas, and lean methodology, to fundrais-
ing. They will also receive tailored mentor-
ship from carefully selected mentors, will be
connected with venture capitalists and angel
investors from around the world, get to meet
the leading corporates in their industries for

funds with interest in education to launch at the edu-
cational zone. This comes in line with Tatweer Misr’s
ambiambitious plan to support the Egyptian govern-
ment to enhance the educational ecosystem by the
year 2030 and attract investors in diversified sectors.

The announcement was made during a press confer-
ence in the presence of Ms. Nicole Shampaine Chargé
d’Affairs of the Embassy of the United States of Amer-
ica, Mr. Edward Parsons, Deputy Country Direc-
tor, DIT from the British Embassy in Cairo, Dr. Joel
Bloom, President of NJIT, Mr. Rick Johnson Director
of King’s College, Mrs. Gihan El Rashidi, Cofounder
and CEO of Narmer American College, Mr. Amr Al
Ganainy Chief Executive Officer, Institutional Bank-
ing, CIB Egypt, Mr. Karim Helal Country Director for

pilot projects and partnership opportunities.

The successful startups will receive €15,000
in cash and have access to over €500,000 in
exclusive partner deals from leading tech-
nology providers such as Amazon Web Ser-
vices, Google Cloud, HubSpot, and SendGrid,
amongst others. The three-month Program
will conclude with a digital Demo Day dur-
ing which startups will present their newly
scaled up solutions to hundreds of investors,
corporates, mentors and press attendees. No-
tably, the participants will continue to receive
support long after the Program ends via the
Alumni Growth Program which offers access
to alumni-only events, deals and tailored in-
troductions. Twenty-nine startups complet-
ed the first Startupbootcamp AfriTech Pro-
gram and 90% of participating startups are
still operating and scaling at impressive rates.

North Africa.

Uber’s long-term partner-
ship with Mastercard con-
tinues to grow with a new

strategic initiative focusing

on digital payments and

advancing financial inclu-

sions which will be facili-

tated by Mastercard across

the Middle East and Africa (MEA). As a regional first, the partnership
with Mastercard will enable Uber to drive digitization across their busi-
ness operations, leveraging Mastercard’s single infrastructure to meet all
types of payment needs for Uber Rides and Uber for Business.

It is intended that the partnership will boost cashless payments, drive
digital payment acceptance, reward loyalty, while supporting Uber’s
continued social impact collaboration. The Economy 2021 report re-
leased by Mastercard notes that the economic impact of COVID-19
has introduced permanent changes in digital consumer spending hab-
its, growth of online banking, fintech disruption and opportunities to
boost financial inclusion. Through the partnership, both companies can
bridge the financial inclusion gap through a broad range of efforts.
Amnah Ajmal, Executive Vice President Market Development, Master-
card, MEA explains: “Mastercard continues to partner with digital play-
ers across the value chain to build a more connected world. Enabling se-
cure, immediate movement of money for individuals in the gig economy
workers and customers is especially vital as we support economic recov-
ery efforts. Through our growing partnership, we are enabling the com-
pany’s long-term business growth as a result of improved operational ef-
ficiencies, driving greater financial inclusion and innovation across the
region, and ultimately boosting the growth of digital economy in MEA.

Colliers International, Dr. Ahmed Shalaby, President
and CEO of Tatweer Misr and a number of prominent
figures from representatives from private and public
entities. Bloomfields is a mixed-use project located
in Mostakbal City and spans over an area 415 acres. It
is designed to become the first college in the Middle
East. Bloomfields includes a residential, commercial
and administrative area which consists of 10,700
units, with a total investment of EGP 28 billion and
spans over 325 acres. The remaining 90 acres are al-
located to become an educational zone with total
investments of EGP 10 Bn over 10 years. The edu-
cational zone shall host GEN@Bloomfields, the first
entrepreneurial hub in Egypt, the Middle East and




During his meeting with the students of Digital Egypt Builders:
Minister of Communications we SB|( {0 IllﬂkB Egyptapio

By : Basel Khaled - Mohamed El Kholy

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, affirmed that
the Egyptian Digital Builders initiative is be-
ing implemented within the framework of an
integrated strategy to create the digital compe-
tencies required by the local and international
labor market, capable of implementing the
Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology’s plans to make Egypt a leading
country in digital technologies where citizens
can obtain All services and conducting their
economic transactions using these technolo-
gies, in a manner that enhances Egypt’s capa-
bilities in the field of exporting digital services.
This came during Dr. Amr Talaat’s meeting
with students of the spring semester of 2021
at the Digital Egypt Builders Initiative, dur-
ing his visit to the initiative headquarters at
the Gezira Youth and Civil Education Center.
The initiative aims to develop the capabili-
ties of outstanding graduates of the Faculties
of Engineering, Computers and Information,
and grant them a professional master’s degree
from the most prestigious international uni-
versities in the fields of data science, artificial
intelligence, cybersecurity, robotics and auto-
mation sciences, and digital arts. The initia-
tive also provides an integrated program that
includes, besides academic study, training My
work, and training in language, leadership and
management skills in cooperation with major
international specialized companies.

During the meeting, the minister reviewed in
his speech the axes of Egypts digital strategy
and the initiatives offered by the Ministry of
Communications to support digital trans-
formation, one of the pillars of which is the
Digital Egypt Builders initiative. He explained
that a training strategy has been developed to
be implemented over a period of three years
according to a hierarchical approach, the base
of which includes the provision of programs
for a large number of trainees in the field of
digital literacy to enable them to use digital
technology and adapt it in their fields of work,
and then gradually reach a level in which spe-
cialized training is provided in In the fields of
communication and information technology
to qualify digital cadres and bridge the gap be-
tween theoretical education and the require-
ments of the labor market; Even access to more
in-depth training in one of the technological
specialties; Then he graduated to reach a set of
more specialized initiatives, the most promi-
nent of which is Misr Informatics University
in the New Administrative Capital as the first
university in Africa and the Middle East spe-
cialized in communications and information
technology.

He pointed out that at the top of the hierarchi-
cal approach comes the Digital Egypt Builders
Initiative, which aims to prepare a generation
of creative cadres who possess integrated sci-
entific, personal and linguistic skills and prac-
tical experience acquired from partner compa-
nies in the initiative in order to enhance the

competitiveness of the initiative graduates in
regional and global markets. Pointing out that
the initiative does not place restrictions on
graduates, as it gives them complete freedom
in choosing their career path, and it also works
to support them to achieve their goals in build-
ing their professional future.

Dr. Amr Talaat listened to the students’ ques-
tions, inquiries and opinions about what had
been achieved so far in the initiative, as well as
their suggestions and visions about the most
important skills required to be available to
sharpen their capabilities and qualify them to
implement Egypt’s digital projects.

Dr. Hoda Baraka, Advisor to the Minister of

Communications and Information Technol-
ogy for Technological Skills Development, re-
viewed the most prominent achievements in
leadership, management and language skills
programs and training programs provided by
international companies from the initiative’s
partners, namely AWS, Cisco, IBM, Microsoft
and VMWare. The study began in the spring
semester of 2021 last February, which is the
first semester of the initiative; Where the study
programs were made available to students via
the Internet due to the precautionary mea-
sures taken by the government to confront the
pandemic, and then studies began at the initia-
tive’s headquarters on March 23.
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Since the start of the study and until now, 37
students have acquired a Microsoft Azure Al
Engineer Associate major in artificial intel-
ligence, 37 students have a Microsoft Azure
Data Scientist certification from Microsoft,
while 37 students have obtained an IBM Pre-
dictive Analytics certification provided by
IBM, and 19 students have obtained AWS Cer-
tified Cloud Practitioner Certification.

In the field of cybersecurity; 31 students have
obtained Microsoft Azure Security Technolo-
gies certification, provided by Microsoft, in
robotics and automation sciences; 22 AWS
students received AWS Certified Cloud Practi-
tioner, and 22 students received AWS Certified
Solutions Architect.

In addition, 110 students started at different
levels in the English language program offered
by Berlitz, and in the leadership and manage-
ment skills program offered by Dale Carnegie,
110 students completed the study of com-
munication skills, presentation skills, public
speaking ability, leadership skills, return on
investment, and business development for
enterprises. Plus an introduction to business
concepts and key business functions.

Dr. Amr Talaat made an inspection tour of
the buildings designated for the initiative in
the Gezira Youth Center and Civil Education,
which includes eight classrooms and laborato-
ries equipped for the specializations of cyber-
security, artificial intelligence, robotics and au-
tomation, in addition to administrative office
rooms and halls.

Strategic Alliance between the German Develop-
ment Gooperation and Orange with the Establish-

By : Bakinam Khaled - Nahla
Ahmed

Dr. Cyrill Jean Nunn, Ambas-
sador of the Federal Republic
of Germany in Egypt and Eng.
Yasser Shaker Chief Executive
Officer at Orange Egypt met
to kick off the Strategic Alli-
ance between the Deutsche
Gesellschaft fur Internatio-
nale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)

cooperation, saying,
“We are honored to be
{ the first mobile operator
in Egypt to inaugurate a
digital centre for digital
education and train-
ing in Egypt, which will
be a strong addition to
Orange’s journey that
started years ago in sup-
porting and empower-
ing entrepreneurs, and

GmbH and Orange Egypt on
Digital Education and Train-
ing.

The Alliance aims at estab-
lishing Orange Digital Cen-
tre (ODC) -a state-of-the-art
training hub established for
demand-driven digital educa-
tion trainings in Egypt. The
ODC is a joint cooperation of
the develoPPP.de programme,
which GIZ implements on
behalf of the German Federal
Ministry for Economic Co-
operation and Development
(BMZ).

Dr. Nunn noted that, “Con-
tributing to Digital Egypt is
a top priority on the agenda
of the long-standing coop-
eration between Germany
and Egypt. We are proud that
the Alliance between GIZ and
Orange helps build the future
of many ambitious Egyptian
youth through empower-
ing them with needed digital
skills that would enable them
to find jobs and support their
start-ups.”

In the same context, Eng.
Shaker commented on this

small emerging compa-
nies”. Eng. Shaker also said
“Today we are laying the foun-
dation for one of the most
important projects in Orange
Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity history through our coop-
eration with “GIZ” This co-
operation is considered a new
cornerstone in supporting
projects and ideas of creative
youth. It represents a starting
point and the beginning of a
new era in working with those
who are passionate about their
ideas and their work”

By: Bakinam Khaled - Saber Mohamed

of Sudatel Communications Group.

This comes within the framework of Tele-
com Egypt’s endeavor to develop projects
with the Sudatel Group and the continuous
development of the infrastructure between
the two countries in a way that serves the

Telecom Egypt and Sudatel:
Memorandum of Understanding to enhance cooperation in the
field of international connectivity

Telecom Egypt and the Sudatel Telecom
Group signed a memorandum of under-
standing to enhance cooperation in the
field of international connectivity between
the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Repub-
lic of Sudan in order to achieve optimal
utilization of the land network linking the
two countries and develop it with the latest
technologies to support the transportation
of international traffic, as well as linking
the Sudatel landing station in Port Sudan
and landing stations. Telecom Egypt in
the Red Sea and its submarine cables. The
agreement was signed by videoconferenc-
ing Eng. Adel Hamed, Managing Direc-
tor and CEO of Telecom Egypt, and Eng.
Magdy Taha, CEO and General Manager

customers of the two companies. This
confirms Telecom Egypt’s strategy aimed
at linking with neighboring countries, in-
cluding to the rest of Africa, to enable it
to develop its services to achieve a com-
prehensive digital transformation on the
continent. African. This step comes in con-
junction with the HARP submarine cable
system launched by Telecom Egypt, which
will connect the entire African continent
with Egypt and Europe.

For his part, Eng. Adel Hamed, Managing
Director and CEO of Telecom Egypt, said,
“We are pleased to sign the Memorandum
of Understanding with our brothers in
Sudatel, allowing the way to exchange ex-
periences and maximize benefit from the
current connection between Egypt and
Sudan and work to create new opportuni-
ties for international connectivity through
submarine cables with the aim of pushing
towards Digital transformation in Egypt
and the region.

For his part, Eng. Magdy Taha, CEO and
General Manager of Sudatel Group, ex-
plained that the Memorandum of Under-
standing came within the framework of
the eternal and developing relationship
between Sudan and Egypt, which would
benefit the region in various fields.

Eng. Magdy added that the signature
comes in accordance with the strategic vi-
sion of Sudatel Group in bringing about
technological development and in enhanc-
ing means of joint cooperation in the con-
tinental and international link.

IDC: Middle East, Africa, and Turkey IT
spend to Top USD 77 Billion in 2021

By : Nahla Makled - Mohamed Shawky

Egypt's Ministry of Finance, Expo 2020
Dubai, and Crescent Petroleum are helping
to drive the Middle East’s post-COVID-19
digital transformation in logistics, oil and
gas, and government and events, industry
experts announced during one of the region’s
largest technology events, hosted by SAP.
Digital transformation is accelerating amid
the pandemic, with the IT market in the
wider Middle East, Africa, and Turkey set to
top USD 77 billion in 2021, according to a re-
cent report by IDC. The region’s IT spend on
digital transformation is set to grow from 25
percent in 2020 to 37 percent by 2024.
Supporting the Middle East’s digital transfor-
mation, regional business, IT, and industry
thought leaders exchanged best practices at
the recent SAP Middle East South NOW vir-
tual live event. SAP highlighted its RISE with
SAP solution, a bundle of business transfor-
mation as a service. “As the Middle East’s
IT market rebounds post-pandemic, SAP
ME South NOW'’s strong attendance shows
the imperative for organizations to invest in
their digital transformation to drive business
competitiveness,” said Sergio Maccotta, Se-
nior Vice President, SAP Middle East South.
“Egypt’s Ministry of Finance, Expo 2020, and
Crescent Petroleum are showing how in-
dustry leaders can digitally transform into

Intelligent Enterprises to optimize decision-
making, customer experiences, and future
growth” Egypt’s Ministry of Finance, with
channel partner IBM, is fully automating its
core taxation system with SAP solutions.
“Automating the core taxation processes and
availing them online to taxpayers, using the
SAP platform, will streamline tax manage-
ment, improve tax administration perfor-
mance, transform ETA into the digital arena,
and foster Egypt’s economic growth,” said
Eng. Yasser Taymour, Advisor to the Minis-
try of Finance for the Egyptian Tax Author-
ity Reform Program. “Egypt’s organizations
and residents can more easily manage their
taxes activities online, gain real-time insights
on their accounts, which should reflect on
enhancing tax compliance, reducing tax eva-
sion, and increasing tax revenue.”

Catalyzing Sustainahle Development Tlll'ﬂllglll

By : By : Mohamed Shawky — Adel Farig
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With less than 10 years left to achieve the UN ‘aﬁﬁ- salizlin g ~

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the
world is set on reimagining development;
tapping into collective intelligence, to pave
the way for the green, resilient, and inclusive
future. Minister of International Cooperation
H.E. Dr. Rania A. Al-Mashat joined the UNDP
Egypt Accelerator Lab official launch event:
“The Future is Calling, we are Answering” to
discuss shifting mindsets and adopting reform
plans. “The Future is Calling, we are Answer-
ing” sets a great momentum for a glocal net-
work for creativity to pave the way for a better
future. “Innovation and resilience are essential
to cope with the fast-paced changes in tech-
nology, calibrating people’s skills and busi-
nesses to fit in the dynamic economic sphere.
To reach a sustainable future, we must keep
pushing towards scientific research, global
collaboration, and the pursuit of sustainable
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targets. Collective intelligence is key to rei-
magine the world we live in,” said Al-Mashat.
The event included several participants, in-
cluding UNDP Resident Representative in
Egypt, Ms. Randa Aboul-Hosn who gave in-
troductory remarks. This was followed by a
fireside chat on “Collective Action for Acceler-
ating Development” by Al-Mashat and Team
Leader of the Accelerator Lab Network, Gina

the UNDP Egynt Accelerator Lab

Lucarelli.
Giving opening remarks, Aboul-Hosn said

“we are approaching complexity in the world

with learning” Aboul-Hosn also proudly ex-
plained that the Egypt Accelerator lab is led
by women. “As part of a global network, we
are asking how to find solutions, and how to
tackle challenges to move forward. To be able
to adapt in the face of challenges, collective
action is needed, alongside innovation and
learning,” said Aboul-Hosn.

The UNDP Egypt Accelerator Lab is part of
a global network of 91 accelerators across 115
countries, and it serves as a platform for inno-
vation, and for decision-makers and develop-
ment partners to explore and experiment solu-
tions that can address global challenges.

“The Accelerator Lab is part of UNDP’s drive
to be an incubator for the future and to accel-
erate progress towards the 2030 Agenda and
the achievement of the SDGs,” said Aboul-
Hosn.

Mastercard Recovery Insights:

E-commerce a Covid Lifeline for Retailers with Additional $900 Billion Spent Online Globally

By : Nahla Makled — Saber Mohamed

As Covid-19 kept consumers around the world at home, nearly every-
thing from groceries to gardening supplies was purchased online. Ac-
cording to Mastercard’s latest Recovery Insights report, this amounted
to an additional $900 billion being spent in retail online around the
world in 2020. Put another way: in 2020, e-commerce made up roughly
$1 out of every $5 spent on retail, up from about $1 out of every $7
For retailers, restaurants and other businesses large
and small, being able to sell online provided a much-needed lifeline as

spent in 2019.1

in-person consumer spending was disrupted.

Roughly 20-30% of the Covid-related shift to digital globally is ex-
pected to be permanent, according to Mastercard’s Recovery Insights:
Commerce E-volution. The report draws on anonymized and aggregat-
ed sales activity in the Mastercard network and proprietary analysis by

the Mastercard Economics Institute. The analysis dives into what this
means by country and by sector, for goods and services, and within

countries and across borders.

“While consumers were stuck at home, their dollars traveled far and
wide thanks to e-commerce,” says Bricklin Dwyer, Mastercard chief
economist and head of the Mastercard Economics Institute. “This has
significant implications, with the countries and companies that have
prioritized digital continuing to reap the benefits. Our analysis shows
that even the smallest businesses see gains when they shift to digital”

While the digital transformation has been neither universal nor consis-

tent — due to geographical, economic, and household differences — the

consumers adapted.

report uncovers several key overarching trends: Grocery and discount
store digital gains look sticky: Essential retail sectors, which had the
smallest digital share before the crisis, saw some of the biggest gains as
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